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if thou dost not act, thou dost nothing. 

^ — Gerrard Wfrtstanley 



L j 1. 


P *T 


’ V 1 

« 

& Jfl vM ril 

■a ■*. r UrSHH 


i rr -fr X-r 1 • 

te) • >’# 4 

i -y ■ .4 - Jj 


E i. JH 




Rfh r j 1 






8 J ™ ' J* n I 1 1 _ Jfcr p%_jp* 

rr*i j 




“ | 

1 J r 














10 




ti wiiwwVt wiciw k/ott..- 

\ Jr ; i sJnfL yf \^r *f j, • 

for VATtcHf virj {owpell[n«i ra*fan{ we k«ve tetiA i4 fk*t tkft ff tke l*lt 
ever { (fw of Po or We tkat wfll bt freAwrt. Wi'W fonti'nw to wort oh the 
KCiftrfbwtfiH tff Ail fffWj mA «rt «i^ m i*uuntwHi«^ ike web fife **A 
/Atjhmi) vitk fern wtU *( ^rfoMs: other project^ M 

tkff ff ike U ever iffHe we «rt not tnkf^ n*nj futfchfert, jk^Hjf(foM| or 
m i orterf, hit AjH#iifoh( to kelp uf dear onr kn^t printing ttcKf of «kowt 
, ktjooo wwld h vervj ijrAtsfMttvj rwtiW. /ihvj extr* {HA!) w&\ be pvtf 
f i \ tow«r*t rA^Ml ecolo«)fml direct ^'om - * / 

/ f Ti S *.* Jl'lr Jp ) 1 .p 

Ten *je*r{, fjone m a ft*fk.,. 

The Hrwk kelfeoftferf ar rfrdfH^ our c^wfoniid 
Wfck our AUffef of p off on, we fAtute MoMj 

f 1 f Jl h \ # 

^ * 1 T Jr .Jf I , f - 





"t?o at D/e — Digging out the 
avalanche of capitalism with the 
spatula of activism since 1992 . 




Published by 

Do or Die 
c/o Prior House 
6 Tilbury Place 
Brighton BN2 2GY 
UK 

Email: doqrtMp@y ahoo.c o.uk 

Web: w ww.eco^acttpn .orfl/dod 

Our email Is for orders and specific requests only — no news, discussion lists or 
mass mailings please. 

This issue of Do or Die was published In July 2003. 

ISSN 1462-5939 / ISBN 0^95456620-3 

aimfll <qii>flipT<1]|fciB tor ^:;wyjMr©^ 





Malcontents K . . 

1 ) Down with Empire! Up with Spring! 

After aver a decade of gad lea! ecological 
resistance in Britain, it's time to look 
back on our actions 
our future, 

102) SHAG Attack! 

Targeting companies animat rights style. 
One by one the animal abusers an 
picked off.,, strategic lessons from thi 
hard-hitting SHAG campaign 

112) My Heroes Always Killed Cowboys! 

An interview with R<xl Coronado: radical 
American Indian eco-activist talks about 
sinking whaling ships %nd the spiritual 
value of sabotage. 

12S) Reaping the With 

Action reports and suggest! 
war of sabotage against the 
industry, 

133) Animat Antics 

Beating the bipeds! Our comrades from 
the animal nations hit back.,, 

135) Movement as Monoculture? 

Outreaching the clique. A personal view 
on becoming involved in eco-action. 

137) Fanning the Ftamesf 

The Earth Liberation Front in North 
America, Why you should jack in your job 
and start burning shit down, 

140) Columbia 

The third world war has already started! 
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164) United Hearts and a Fighting Fist 
The struggles of th e landless of^^^M 
Guatemala, 
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167) Pipeline vs. Treesit? Ho 

Resistance to oil In Ff.jador, 

169) Cloud forest Tree-Sit Journal 
Account of the Ecuadorian tree-sit 



k 





e. 




against an <#! 

1 73) Mujcres Crcando 

The anareho-ferninKm of the streets Jr 

Bolivia. 

1 78)fiotMa; insurrection Howl 

Voting Bolivian anarchists speak out. 

) No Second Slavery! 

ners and maroons Tn SurlnamiJhe 
tory of the Jungle Commandos. 

183) Our Bodies , Our Lives! 

Feminist health, healing and herbs] 

185) Space invaders 
Social dts-centres or stable bases for 
radicaT political culfurE? Includes a list of 
UK social centres and autonomous 
spaces. 

192) South Pacific Solidarity 

Actions in support of indigenous 
ecological and libertarian struggles 
the Pacific, 

197) Plunder on the Barbary Coast 

The occupation of Western Sahara and 
the resistance to It, 



148) Plan Columbia m s Hew Canal 

'Empire of death’ for the river people. 

151) Life's a Beach 

The archipelago of Kuna Yala, Indigenous 
autonomy in Panama, 

156) Pian Puebla Panama 

Grassroots resistance to neoliberalism In 
Mesoamerica, 

159) Mapuche Land ,* Mapuche Life 

Indigenous resistance in Chile. 



207) Carry on Kabylia! 

Report on the anti state uprising in 
Algeria, 

211) Carry on Camping! 

Up trees, down tunnels and in the face 
of developers everywhere. The 
resurgence of camp based resistance. 

213) Fuelling Conflict 

Taking on the Baku-Ceyhan pipeline, A 
preparatory offensive against global oil*? 
tale st infrastructure. 



215) Without & Trace 

■ The anonymous history of everyday 
smalt scale resistance to the machinery 
of oppression. 

218) Return to Paradise 

What would really happen if London went 
bach to nature? How would it look in 5, 
50 and 500 years? How would nature 
take control again? 

223} Size Isn't Everything 

The pygmies of the West African 
rainforest: living with the anarchic hunter- 
gatherers of the Congo basin rainforest. 

236) Wild Play 

Radical ecological education for kids, 
Includes an interview with a Zapatista 
education worker. 

246) Peat Alert 1 

Digger-diving, machine gabbing and 
carnivorous plants! The successful direct 
action campaign to defend Britain's 
world important raised peat bogs. 

258} Insurrectionary Anarchy l 

You won't get your liberation from 
anyone else, Here's the theory from 
those fighting for themselves, and for 
revolution now*. 

267) Sense of Place 

A meditation on the wild and windswept 
ridge that is the little-known Stipe rstones 
In Shropshire, 

272) Hunt Sabotage 

Getting out in the country, saving foxes 
and annoying the land owning elite. What 
better way to spend your weekends? 

2 74} Occupational Hazards 

An interview with an activist from the 
International Solidarity Movement about 
the reality of solidarity work in Palestine, 

B. V - 

283) Preparing for Prison 

Ex-prisoner Mark Barnsley gives some 
good advice for those who may end up 
locked up. 



287) Prisoners of War 

They're in there for us, we’re out here 
for them. Friends and comrades inside 
who need our support. 

286) The Blake Escape 

In 1966. the most notorious prisoner in 
Britain was miraculously sprung from jail. 
Here’s the dramatic story, 

299) Zine Scene Revolution 

The world of those Xerox crazy kids 
sniffing toner in the office after closing 
time, 

310) Book reviews 

We take a look at The Battle of Seattle, 

A Language Older than Words. Direct 
Action, The Many-Headed Hydra , Running 
on Emptiness, My Name is Cheflls & t m 
in Recovery from Western Civilisation 
and the anti-war Bloody Heil. 

33 7} Wrench Your Head 

Fed up with facts? Had it up to here with 
theory? Here’s a bunch of made up stuff 
that’s a whole lot more real than most 
non-fiction! 

343) Consume these Products I 

Listings of some of the radical books, 
zines and bits of propaganda that have 
caught our eyes over the last year or so. 

355) Lettuce to the Cabbage 

Our much loved and loathed letters 
pages. Increasingly populated by 
loonies,., 

377) Contacts 

Six pages of addresses for eco-direct 
action groups, anarchist networks, 
radical publications and everything 
Inbetween, 




"We are free from today— Paralyse the country, 
you are your own tenders* Do or Die . " 

— MK Gandhi 




Its time to celebrate our resistance: digger diving, window 



■ smashing, pleasant picnicking:, office occupying, hoody wearing, 
GM crop trashing, squat cracking, sun lit lovin', machine burning, 

■ treeliving— total fucking anarchy. It's time to mourn for our 

■ moment, Over the last decade thousands of species have been 

¥ wiped out of existence. Vast forests — charred stumps. Coral reefs 
bleached deaf l by warmed seas. Millions starved within the prison 
of civilisation. Wild peonies massacred, enslaved and pauperised. 

It’s time to strategise how to make a real impact on this 

apocalypse. Look seriously at our strengths and weaknesses and 
pull together to rOSlSt* The empire is powerful but the spring 
is pi owing. It’s a challenge like no other, but with tore, luck and 

hanl resolve we can transcend. 














An Insurgency of Dreams 










"Defend the Collective Imagination, 
Beneath the cobblestones, the beach BP 
— Slogan daubed in Paris, May 196S 

The radical ecological movement was born Irom 
the world- wJde revolutionary upsurge of the 1960s 
and '70&,. Love of the earth and for each other has 
always, been with us„ but in that penod these 
feelings exploded across the worEd in a way they 
hadn't for decades. En nearly every land 1 people 
came together and resisted, in some areas there 
were decisive victories tor people- In the battle 
agalnsi power; In others, power won hands down. 

The epic ctruggEe of the Vietnamese people and 
the anti ‘Vietnam war actions across the world ; 
urban guerrillas, across Europe: barricades In Paris; 
the European squatting movement, the brutal end 
of the Prague Spring: the rise of the Black Power 
mows me nl. 

This upsurge brought with hi the (rojbirlh of Ehe 
feminist, ecological, indigenous and libertarian 
Ideas that now form ihe basis of our worldview. 

Authoritarian Communism had dominated the 
radical movements ever since the Bolshevik 
counter revolution, After having been physically 
exterminated In country after country, 
anafchist/libertarian groups started once again to 
grow. 

Industrie) development accelerated in the 'Third 
World F following World war Two. The global elite 
extended its tentacles, attempting to assimilate or 
exterminate tribes and band societies outside its 
control, In turn 'indigenous' peoples fought back. 

In the 1&70& the American Indian Movement (AIM) 
relaunched indigenous armed resistance in North 
America, reminding us that oven the capitalist com 
countries were always colonics. 



Black Dwarf 




Seeing the horrors mulcted on our imprisoned 
; non human relations — in laboratories, abattoirs and 
factory farms — the animal liberation movement 
. was bom with sabotage at rta centre. 

| New generations took up the standard of 
| Woman's Liberation, challenging not only the 
; dorm riant society but also its patriarchal (loyal) 
opposition that forever sidelined women's lives In 
] the cause of the (male) workers struggle. 

] After decades of almost universal techno- 
worship. not raasi by radicals, many people began 
to see that the earth was being destroyed, and 
started trying both to defend it and regain 
understanding. 
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The Rise of Enviromnentaliam 



“It s time for a warrior society to rise 
tip out of the Earth and throw Itself In 
front of the juggernaut of destruction." 
—Dave Foreman, US EF! co-founder* 




The Western environmental: movement grew as 
part of the upsurge Out also m large part os a 
po&tscnpL When the barricades —both actual and 
metaphorical— were cleared, a generation of 
Western radicals looked to new fronts while many 
others retreated to rural idylls and communes. 

What i hey both found was strength in nature and a 
burning urge to defend rt. This early environmental 
movement fundamentally challenged the 
established conservation organisations which for 
so long had acted as mere (ineffective) park 
keepers. 

At sea a raw energy propelled tiny dinghies to 
confront the nuclear and whaling industries. On 
land new organisations were forming, fighting toxic 
waste dumps, logging, mining and other essentials 
of industry. Scientists were uncovering huge 
cataclysms facing the earth and— to elite horror- - 
breaking ranks. This environmentalism had a 
threatening potenli.il! that had to tie defused — an 
army of hacks, cops, advertisers and Ideologues 
got to work. 

Capital end state both attacked 
environmentalists while simultaneously funding 
counter tendencies to steer the movement away 
from confrontation and towards cooperation. This 
carrot and stick approach co-opted many; groups 
which had looked promising succumbed to 
respectability and corporate funding. 
Environmentalists were given a seat at the table 
but the talk was not of nature but of compromise, 
techno-fix and corporate green wash. Msim nation. 

In fact, as early as IS 73, Fhe £coiagist 
magazine (at the time printing articles on the links 
between ecology and anarchy) carried an editorial 
entitled 'Down with Environmentalism' saying: *We 
must repudiate the term environmental, it Is too far 
gone to be rescued-" 1 

All through |ha 70s environmental groups wore 
gaining increased support and membership lists 
were expanding drama! leal ly, Gy building nui** 



based organisations environmentalism was split 
Into campaigners and supporters. Bigger offices 
and bigger salaries were needed to manage the 
movement. This division— a creation of scale- 
acted (and still acts) as a terrible internal pressure 
crushing the radical content and practical 
usefulness of groups. 

Those attracted to 'campaign* jobs were often 
exactly the wrong class of popple (inclined to paper 
pushing rather than physical action) while most of 
the support i he ir 'supporters' gave was the annual 
return of cheques and membership forms— 
con acionce-s^ i ving exorcises. When serious people 
got invoked In groups their action was often 
curtailed by other "campaigners ' for the cop m their 
own head) reminding them that it could alienate 
the 'public' and thus cut into membership and 
funding. 

this process was as prevalent In what was then 
] the most radical of the environmental groups— 

; Greenpeace (GP). in 1977 Paul Watson one or GPs 
\ directors (who became an Icon when ho drove a 
i dinghy straight into the path of o whaling harpoon) 

\ was heading an expedition to the Newfoundland ice 
1 floes. At one point he grabbed a club used to kill 
j baby harp seals an d threw it into the waters. The 
sealers dunked and nearly drowned him yet worse 
I was to come on return to the office — betrayal. 

| Throwing the dub into the sea was criminal 
\ damage and he was told by a faceless lawyer, “1 
don't think you understand what Greenpeace is all 
about/ He was expelled from the corporation, 

Watson wont on to found the whaler-sinking See 
Shepherd (more of them later) while Greenpeace 
just got tuggon gaming millions of members while 
all the time becoming more symbolic and less of a 
threat. As GP p s founder Bob Hunter said with an air 
of depression. 'Nothing could be done to stop It 
from growing, it'll keep growing and growing, a 
juggernaut that is out of control/ 3 
| Meanwhile the global attack on the wild was left 
largely unabated. Christopher Mame$ In Green 
Rage put It well: 

‘Like the Youth movement, the women's 
] movement, and rock and roll, the reform 
; environmental movement suffered from its own 
l success. It entered the '70s as a vague critic of 
our society and exited as an Institution, wrapped in 
! the consumerism and political ambitions it once 
: condemned. In their drive to win credibility with the 
: government agencies end corporations... the new 
3 professional environmentalists seemed to have 
wandered Into the ambiguous world of George 
] Orwell's Animal Farm,, where it was increasingly 
difficult ip tell the farmers from the pigs/ 3 



Uo Qt Dia/Ka. 







The Birth of Earth First! 
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M So* from the vast sea of 
raging moderation. 
Irresponsible compromise, 
knee-jerk rhetorical Sierra Club 
dogma, and unknowing (OK, 
sometimes knowing) duplicity 
in the systematic destruction 
of the earth, a small seed of 
sanity sprouts: Earth FirstI" 
—Howie Wolke, EFI co-founder. 



In 1980 Five founds Hiked into the 
desert. All long term activists sick wilh 
careerism, legality and failure, they 
knew a new kind of group was needed. 

One that would break the Paw., push 
open the envelope, hii she corporations 
where it hurl (in the pocket) and nwsi 
Of all nevpr EVER compromise In 
delence of mother earth. Around their camp fire 
Earth FirstI was born. 

ERs First act was one or sarcastic symbolism— 
and defection, in a land full of memorials to the 
genocidai victor. ER raised a plague 
commemorating Vicldrao, an Apache who wiped out 
a mining camp.. 

"Victoria, Outstanding Preservationist and Great 
American.This monument celebrates I he 100th 
Anniversary of the great Apache chief. Vittorio's* 
raid on i he Cooney mining camp near Mogul Ion, 
New Mexico, on April 28, 1880. Victorio strove to 
protect these mountains From mining and other 
destructive activities of (he white race. The present 
Gila Wilderness is partly a fruit of his efforts. 
Erected by the Now Mexico Patriotic Hem age 
Society * 1 



The next action ER pulled off was at the Glen 
Canyon Pam. where a three hundred Fool polythene 
banner whs unfurled down the side of the dam, 
looking for all the world like a vast crack opening 
up- The demonstrators chanted RAZE THE DAM, 
People had campaigned in the past against new 
dams but no one had ever hsd the audacity to 
campaign io pull down those already built The 
Glen Canyon Dam in Fact held special significance 
in a sickening dean the big environmental groups 
had accepted- the damming of the canyon in return 
for the cancellation of a dam elsewhere. This was 
exactly Ihe kind of compromise £Ff was founded to 
resist. 

Thus from the very beginning EFIers sot 
themselves not only the task of defending (he last 
fragments but of reversing ihe process: pulling 
down Ihe dams and the powerhnes. EFI launched 
its proposal for a network of vast wilderness 
preserves-*- half of Nevada for instance would be 
declared “‘off limits to industrial human civilisation r 
as preserves for the* free flow of naiurai 
processes- * EF! didn't wont people to wail for the 
state to set them up., Instead the people 
themselves should make them happen — direct 
action. If logging needed Stopping — stop it. 
blockade It* trash the machines, if a road needed 
digging up — DIG IT UP! This militancy was a 
touchstone of oven early Ef! r but it wasn't just its 
militancy that made it stand out globally (I hough it 
shocked Americans). All around the world groups 
were turning to direct action in environmental 
struggles. In both Britain and Germany, for 
example, anti-nuclear mass action had been 
growing apace. WhaE was really unique m (he 
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G&porBta/$We repression of EfJ tad to its logics i conclusion with mo cur 
bombing of California EFI activists Jud\ Ban and Oar pit C barney. They worO 
targeted during the successful Redwood Summer forest blockades. The 
bomb exploded dtrecdy below Judi who awoke in hospital with major 
Injuries, The poHco then attempted to frame her for her own bombing, 

Judi is now dead, Out her estate has continued to drag the FBi through 
the courts , 



environmental movement 
was GFI& militant 
btocernrism. 

The wilderness 
proposals preamble stated: 

"the central idea Of EFI is 
that human & have no divine 
right to subdue the Earth, 
that we are merely one of 
several million farms of life 
on this planet. We reject 
even the notion of 
benevolent stewardship as 
that Implies dominance. 

Instead we believe that we 
should be ptam citizens of 
ihe Land community-' 

Echoing The Ecologist s 
earlier denunciation of 
environmentalism Dave 
Foreman goes one slop 
further- 

* Wilderness Is the 
essence of everything 
we P re after. We aren't an 
environmental group. 

Environmental groups worry 
about environmental health 
hazards to human beings, they worry about clean 
air and wster for the benefit of people and ask us 
why we're so wrapped up in something as 

irrelevant end langentrei end elitist es wilderness, 
wen, I can tell you a wolf &r a redwood or a grtefly 
bear doesn't think wilderness is elitist. Wilderness 
is the essence of everything. If s the real world." -1 

Within a year EFI moved beyond 
Symbolism to direct struggle. Around the 
caunl/y & combination of civil 
disobedience and salvage halted 

logging and oil drilling. Groups were 
setting up all over. Whul many In 
industry had originally written off as a 
joke was quickly becoming a nightmare. 
tn 1905 EFlers published Ecode fence : A 
Field Guide Co This was 

unashamed, heeds held high 350 page manual 
on how to trash pretty much any machine with 
which civilisation attacks the wild 1 . Written by over 
100 contributors to Ihe Earth First! Journal, this 
book was information for action. 

Diggers trashed, forests occupied, billboards 
subverted, logging roads dug up, trees spiked P 
offices invaded, windows smashed, snares 
disabled, computers scrapped — EFt was on the 
move. 

But so now was the slate. 

The FBi wash t about to lot a crew of hippies, 
feminists- cowboys and desert anarchists continue 
to hammer company profits. The late 'BO s onwards 



saw a wave of reaction that included infill rat ion, 
set ups, conspiracy trials, raids, corporate directed 
anti-environmental hate groups and even 
assassination attempts on "leading* EFlers. Thrs 
was a continuation of the FBt"s COINTELPRO 
(Counter insurgency Programme) previously 
unleashed in the t G0s/ h 70s upsurge against the 
Weather Underground, that New Loft, the 
American Indian Movement, the Black 
Pan? hers and the Puer toucan liberal ion 
movement. Now some of the same 
agents thai had destroyed those 
movements were overseeing the attack 
on EFi 

Propagating divisions over philosophy, 
tactics and not least of elf personality 
were exacerbated by the crisis that engulfed 
EFI A split begun to emerge between supporters 
of EFf DQKfounder Dave Foreman and long term 
California organiser ludl Ban, aw the while both 
were under serious corporate/staie attack. 
Foreman was woken up one morning with an FBI 
gun to his head and charged with conspiracy to 
down power lines. Bad was carbombed. 

The split and state attacks seriously weakened 
US EFI and it would no vex fully recover its 
accelerating drive. Nevertheless, survive it did and 
at Ihe beginning of the '90s it was still the kick 
ass environmental movement of the developed 
world- Its actions, ideas and altitude would inspire 
a massive wave of action across the Atlantic,. 
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EF! Crosses the Atlantic 

The climate in Britain in 1991 was 
similar to that which had given btrth to 
U5 EF! Organisations that had started 
off quite radical in the '70s were well 
and truly assimilated. Big offices, good 
salaries, lobbying and little else. 

Back in 1972. tn its first ever n$wsleUer r Fo£ 

UK Slated: j 

'We want to avcuct the centre-periphery 
situation, whereby an organisation's forces and 
resource# tend to be dfawn to the centre, to 'head 
office' while patently The strength of Tha group.,, is j 
derived from experience In me field- - * 

By the '90s foE had undeniably FAILED to avoid 
the 'centre-periphery situation' (to put It politely), 
Greenpeace wm oven more centrist — its local 
group* simply fundraisers.* Tho late ‘80s had seen 
a massive increase In support for environmental 
groups yet nothing real was happening, Something 
more r&dk:al=-ancl practical — was needed. 

On the south coast In the seedy klssrfno-qurck j 
seaside town of Hastings some sixth form I 

students were plotting. They were bored out of 
their minds by A-levers and disillusioned with FoE. 

In contrast the biocentric approach of US EFT end 
els victorious direct action tactics were inspiring. 

The wild was calling,,. j 

They formed Britain's first EF! group with a 
handful of people and no resources. With in a few 
months they would be making headlines- -for now 
they spray painted Hastings, A year taler they had 
kick-started the biggest wave of ecological defence 
Britain has seen since the vanquishing of the j 

peasantry ,,, 7 




So as to cover the Iasi decade relatively briefly 
l ! m going to have to paint with big strokes. The 
time covered divides (pretty} neatly Into three 
overlapping stages 

* Earth First! Birth Period (19914993) 

* Land Struggle Period (1993 — 1998) 

* Consolidation and Globa! Resistance Period 
(1998—2002} 



EF! Birth Period 



( 1091 - 1003 ) 



Earth first! hit the headlines when two 
E Flora flew from Britain to the 
rainforests of Sarawak. At the time the 
Penan tribes were barricading togging 
roads and standing up to the corporate 
attack on their home — the forest. The 
two joined the blockades and for their 
efforts were locked up for two months 
ir> a stinking Malay jail. This news story 
went through the roof — much to the 
annoyance of both the Malaysian 
government and the UK's leading 
environmental groups. 



FoE Central Office publicly denounced IF!, 
arguing that by taking action In Sarawak trie EFTer* 
AIDED the Malaysian government who wanted to 
paint ail apposition as emanating from the West. 
This position ignored that the Penan had requested 
that people Join them and that the Malaysian 
government was unlikely to hell the destruction 
without increased PHVsaCAl opposition. As one ot 
the imprisoned EF !ers said: 

"fn our absence from Britain we had been tried 
and convicted by the mainstream groups. They 
have convicted us of a come I hey themselve s 
could never be accused of; action* With friends like 
these, the Earth doesn't need enemies." 

This was the first of many public attacks on the 
now generation of radical ecological activists by the 
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headquarters; of ihe environmental NGOs, The 
difference between the two tendencies was shown 
hi July 1991. White the Sarawak Two were In 
prison the annual meeting of the G7 (worlds seven 
leading state powers) came to tendon. EFlers wilh 
no money and few numbers carried mil, e number 
of actions — banner drops outside and disruption of 
meetings inside. The NGOs submitted reports. This 
mobilisation by EH was smalt but a portent of 
tnmgs to so mo. The nest time the G7 came to 
Britain the radical ecological movement would fieid 
not dozens but thousands,,* 

Thanks to the Sarawak campaign the Hastings 
Fot quickly began to make links with people around 
the country from a variety of pre-existing networks: 
Green Anarchist, the (embryonic) Rainforest Action 
Network, ALF, Green Student groups, peace 
groups, local FoE and ihe hunt saboteurs. Out of a 
generation largely consisting of students and 
denies disillusioned with mainstream 
environmentalism, groups sprang up in London, 
Brighton, Glastonbury, Liverpool, Oxford. 

Manchester end Norwich* 

Roads. Rebate and Rainforests 

inspired by abroad the handful of new activists 
went about Importing the North 
American/ Australian modet. What this meant was a 
combination of non-violent Civil disobedience, 
media stunts r and monkey- wrenching. Actions were 
organised as part of international rainforest days 
co-ordinated: m the US and Australia. Australia had 
soon some recent big dock blockades and the 
tactic was quickly brought to Britain. 

On 4th December 1991, in what was EfVs first 
realty successful action. 300 people invaded 
Tilbury docks in London, That month the EF7 Action 
Update ii i so reported under ihe headline 'Reclaim 
ihe Si reels ' a small roadblock dona by Scuib 
Downs EH Mare wus to bo heard of Reclaim the 
Streets,,. 

Tilbury was followed by a 400 sirong protest el 
Liverpool docks. 

'On ihp first day we stormed the fences, 
occupied cranes, piles of deed rainforest, 
observation towers and machinery; we hung 
banners off everything and blocked the busy dock 
road,,, Felice relations were good: because or ftill 
liaison work, violence on both sides was prevented 
and we all got pa like good males. This was helped 
with good legal backup,, and non-violence training 
from experienced CND activists... People stayed up 
the cranes all night. » The second day saw a 
complete change in altitude by the authorities. 
They’d 1st us have our fun on the first day and they 
were determined that the ship would dock on the 
Wednesday. Under faar of violence, our press offtce 
got the media straight down there — our strongest 
weapon against foul ploy, but already the police 
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(Above) Penan logging blockade* Without either 
large numbers or decent arms the flenan were 



always unlikely to win. However they might have 
had a belter chance had they been given direct 
aid by western environmental groups— which at 
the time were bringing in MILLIONS on the back 
Of rainforest imagery. Bar EF1/RAN noone 
provided any meaningful aid Many ol those 
who manned the logging barricades in 1 991 
were forced into becoming loggers due to the 
destitution their struggle s defeat left them In. 
Some rebel tribospoopfo continue to hide out in 
the forest remnants, (Below) £77 organises 400 
people to blockade entrances and occupy 
cranes, dosing Liverpool doefcs as a shipment 
of rainforest timber arrives. 
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were wading in and holding 
people in 0 big cage/"- 0 

Tin? description of state 
force as 'foul play' and oar 
greatest protection from it 
being the media Illustrates 
well the Startlingly naive 
views held by many at the 
time, The dock- workers 
refused to unload the 
shipment while EFIers ware 
still running around In 
danger. Eventually the 
police cleared the dock sod 
the shipment was 
unloaded. 

February saw the iirst 
anti road direct action as 
Twyford Down, FoE held a 
symbolic chaining up of the 
site which they ended when 
injucted- At the request of 
the Twyford Down 
Association EFIers from all 
over the country started a wave of site actions, 
sabotage and blockades* 

Offices started to be targeted around this time 
with an example being me chaining up of the 
Malaysian airline office by 29 activists in solidarity 
with 3T Penan on trial. 11 

While the national days of actions at Twyford 
continued down south, up north the campaign to 
slop peat extraction from Thorne Moors hotted up. 
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On Monday 13th April £100,000 of damage was 
done to Flsons machinery. A telephone call to the 
media claimed the action for Earth Firstl FoE 
central office quickly condemned the action on 
television. 

fn many ways trie flnst few months of 1 992 sef 
a pattern of activism prevalent for much of trie next 
decade — a cycle of national acOonSr anti-wad 
campaign^ office occupations, night-time sabotage 
&rttf sfreel riioeftades. 

The South Downs hosted Srutapns first EF! 
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; gathering In April 1992, Around 60 people turned 
E up to discuss direction* aims and plan future 
actions. While EF! was quite uniliEd at the time, 

: divisions w me definitely present. The recent Mooes 
sabnl-ige and unwise inter viows to the press 
concerning the future environmental use oi 
explosives caused quite a sbr, Most agreed that If 
EFt 1 1 sell wag seen to do criminal damage then it 
would pul groups at risk, A lino of 'We neither 
condemn nor condone" was agreed upon, for some 
this was simply a legal technicality — In reality 
EFfers would still be doing damage For the less 
militant faction it was seen as meaning civil 
\ disobedience was the tactic lor EF! while sabotage 
was secondary, separate and something done by 
: others. Though i d still say that the wet faction was 
■ wrong, it was understandable giver the widespread 
) paranoia fallowing, the then recent Arizona 
] conspiracy trial and the FBI limbing of EFfers. 
in this period ER was primarily involved 
nationally in two campaign^ rainforests and anlb 
| roads. While similar tactics were used for bath they 
j! had fundamentally different characters. While 
! rainforest days of action would trail off. anti road 
action would get bigger and bigger 
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White the ralnfw&At actions were often very 
successful — on their own terms — they rarely lasted 
more than a day. Qn m py 11th 92 over iOO 
Invaded the yard of BnEain's biggest mahogany 
importer. Though a successful action in itself, it 
remained in the whole a media stunt. The she 
remarked operative, the offices weren't trashed 
and next day ft opened up again as usual. We all 
Fert empowered by the action, but there was a 
different feeling at Twyfo-rd Down. At Twyford the 
movement could engage in protracted physical 

I riend 

In the early 1990s Frtends of (he Earth (FoE} 
central office made a concerted effort to restrict 
ihcr growth of the new movement. Negative public 
statements about EF! were issued (most noiobly 
about the Sarawak jailing* ) out it wasn't until the 
April 1992 Thorne Moors sabotage that FoE 
central office showed Its true colours when 
Andrew Lees— then head of FoE— condemned the 
action on TV. 

" Wc have 10 be very cateFul that this style of 
anll^nvironmenial action does not actually get 
misrepresented as something the environment 
movement support. We decry, we deny it. It has 
no place in a democracy which relies, and must 
rely, on publfcc demanding the politicians deliver 
the goods.* 0 

This public condemnation of the very essence 
of direct action showed how far FoE central office 
had come from its early radical days. Contrast ft 
with a statement by FoE"s first director twenty 
years previously. 

'Whilst it Is the case that the Japanese 
experience of people physic filly fifihiing the 
construction of an airport or motorway has not 
teen repeated En Britain that Is not to say that it 
will not Occur here. Indeed;,, it is almost 
inconceivable that clashes..* will bo avoided; rr 
When patience runs out we won't really be— 
whet's the word?— militant. After all Is said and 
done, putting sugar En a bulldozer's petrol tank is 
relatively undramatic compared with blowing up a 
mountain,*® 1 

After slagging iho action publicly Lees got to 
work on his own members. Worried (correctly) that 
many local FoE groups were showing interest In 
djrecl action an edict was Essued banning them, 
from working with EF! it even went as Far as to 
warn FoE groups that Ef they demonstrated with 
EF! their right to use the FoE Ud, name might be 
revoked. This intimidation was too much for some 
pi the FoE grassroots. At FoE Nalionat Conference 
local groups led by Birmingham and Brighton 
Challenged Lees on this and defeated him. 



resistance. It was a land struggle, You could feel 
the land you were struggling over with your hands 
: and your soul. When people sear led to move onto 
I the land itself they connected with it* became part 
; of It. Standing in the sun. grass between your toes 
| looking to the diggers on the horizon fbe r age grew, 
: It wasn't a single issue— it was war. 

: On an entirely practical level it was a focus: an 

j easily accessible battleground local groups could 
j dnve their vans to.. In this struggle ER grew and 
l evolved. Most actions through '92 were done by 



or FoE? 

Isos and others at FoE Central had soon the 
new movement as a potential threat to power. 
They thought I hey could nip n in the bod — they 
couldn't. It would grow much bigger and gain vast 
public sympathy. The strategy Pi FoE changed — 
from one of strength to one of weakness. By the 
mid 90s a new director was trying to court EFf— 
even turning up to an EF1 Gathering whin a large 
block of dope t whisky for the nalivas) r He 
IMsaged a senes of meetings at which he and 
two or three other top staff could meet a similar 
number of EF! 'representatives 1 behind closed 
doors. This was of course out of the question, 

Just as no-one could represent EFl at a national 
level. EFf could not represent, everyone involved In 
GCGHdirect acUOn. Over twenty EF!ers came to the 
first meeting,, most to make this point and make 
sure no one could sell the movement down the 
riven FoE said it had learnt From its past 
mistakes— most EFIsrs looked sceptical. 

At the same lime the Newbury Bypass saw FoE 
centrars biggest push to capitalize on direct 
action, it even managed to take over the 
campaign's media liaison* (resulting in a major 
Increase in its media profile end resultant subs 
money}. Promises not lo publicly sing direct action 
were hastily forgotten when over a hundred 
stormed an olflce throwing computers out of the 
window. When hundreds took part in the festive 
burning of diggers* FoE Genual once again 
condemned the resistance 1 . 

The experience of dealing with FoE Central 
would be Just the first of Its Wnd. A few years 
later, following the JIB gtobai day OF action, the 
Socialist Workers Party (another reformist 
hierarchical racket} would try to boost Its 
membership by fronting itself as the backbone of 
the movement. Just fike FoE it condemned 
militant and genuine resistance while trying to 
build bridges to mainstream groups. 

NGGs. political parties* These professional 
priests of assimilation! are simply vampires — let's 
do some staking. 
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Reformist groups organise & symbolic "vote &t 
Twyford in the run up to the 1992 general 
election After the photo opportunity. the crowd 
goes down the htii m many spontaneously joining 
on Eft food pJxkade, pickaxing a dam and 
flooding the site, causing thousands of pounds 
worth of damage. Sunny sabotage — a far better 
message to send the politic tans, 

between 10-50 people and commonly resulted in 
minor a rresis for breach of the peace. Sabotage 
commenced almost immediately. The sue was 
regularly flooded by redirecting the River lichens 
water and machines were wrenched., Just as it was 
new for us so too it wos for the si a Co, who were 
suprl singly unprepared. In ihcse first few months It 
would be cose of running onto site, climbing a 
crane or locking onto a digger. An hour or so tater 
the stale's most regular fool-soldier would arrive— 
Bill Aild r a copper with a sideline In mobile disco. 

The Comps Begin,.. 

The need for groups to have somewhere to 
sleep alter travelling distances for days of action 
was the catalyst that sot up Britain® first ever 
ecological direct action camp, A traveller site had 
long graced one side of the hill, but in June an 
obviously separate action camp was set up on the 
dongas - -an area of threatened downiand furrowed 
d«ep with sheep droves. This became a base for 
action agpinsl the road building that was going on 
further down the hill. On the dongas a real feeling 



■ of tribe developed as many more were attracted to 
the site by summer beauty end direct action. 

While some travellers had early on got involved 

■ in ER, 12 it was at Twyford that a real mix started 
to develop between i predominately urban) 

l EFI/Anlmal 11b types and (predominately rural) 
l travellers. Each threw different ingredients into the 
j campfire cauldron (of veggie slop}. The activists- 
\ action techniques. The Travellers — on the land 
\ living skills, Teepees and benders sprung up. 
machines were trashed. This crossover would 
propel ecological direct action into a potent Cycle 
] of struggle with big numbers and big successes. 

However while both sides complimented each 
other It would be ridiculous to iron over the very 
| real family squabbles. As the summer progressed 
there was tension within the Dongas Tribe over 
what offensive actions should be taken and what 
defensive measures should be put in place, 
i Discussion of how to reslat the (obviously 
Imminent) eviction was silenced with l ho classic 
hippy refrain: H you think negative things, negative 
things will happen". It was oven suggested, in a 
basically religious formulation, that mother earth 
would simply not 'allow 8 the destruction of the 
| dongas to happen. This tendency grew OS the 
months went on until by autumn serious conn Id 
\ reared uo. Following 3 threat by security to repeat 

1 an earlier arson attack on the camp In retaliation 
[. for site sabotage. offensive action was actually 

! 'banned' by a "meeting of the tribe'. Hippie 
; authoritarian pacifists* J - practically 'banished' 

EFfers who bad been involved from the start. 
Predictably, however, the slate wasn't standing 
= idle— It was preparing* 

■ Elsewhere the campaign against roads was 
building apace. New road openings were disrupted 
and the newspapers were already talking about the 
h nest Twyford'— the battle for Oflleas Wood in 
London, Across the country the government 
boasted It was building the biggest road 
programme since the Romans. These roads 
smashed through some of the most biologically 
important areas — SSSlS I Special Sites of Scientific 

: Interest) and so it was obvious that by fighting 
roads one could take on Thatchers 'Great Car 
Economy 1 , while directly defending Important 
f habitat. Direct action was Starting to spread 

2 beyond roads. At Golden Hill in Bristol an 

I impressive community resistance against Tesco 
\ destroying local green space resulted in arrests 
and mass policing. A new air was definitely abroad, 
j Back at Twyford the inevitable eviction came 
i brutally on the 9th of December— Yellow 
! Wednesday.. A hundred Houro-jacketed Group 4 
security guards escorted bulldozers In to trash the 
camp. Throwing themselves in front of the 
lunprovers and .machines (hose in the camp slewed 
iho eviction— suffering arrests and injuries. Two 
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They faited Endless arrests „ restrictive ball 
conditrons* camp evictions and harassment only 
hardened resolve. By late April the Department of 
Transport wss in the High Court pushing for an 
injunction on 76 named Individuals. To back up 
their case they produced evidence nearly a font 
thick with hilarious daily re pons from Twyford. A 
noE unusual entry read thus: 

"At 0345hr& 3 group of protestors raided one of 
the smell earthmoving operations at Shawford 
Down and did seme very severe damage to the 
excavator before making oil. There were between 
35-50 of them and they seemed to know exactly 
what to do to cause the moss damage to ihe 
machines." 14 

Unsurprisingly the High Court backed the DoT 
and injunded the 76. The reaction from our side 
was swift, two days after the hearing 500 joined a 
Mass Trespass at ihe cutting, in a moving sign of 
niulli-goncrnKion.nl resistance the crowd was 
addressed by Benny Rothman, one of the leaders 
of the 1932 Kinder Seoul Trespass. The mass 
injunction breaking resulted in six being sent to pail 
lor a month— -the first of many to end up in the 
Clink for fighting road building. On the day of their 
release they were greeted by friends * smiles, hugs 
and... sabotage, in Collingham. uneonshird. under 
the spray painted title 'For tho Prisoners of Twyford 
Down\ the foliowing was wrenched: 3 bulldozers, 3 
Tarmac Trucks* 2 Diesel Pumps- 1 Work Shed and 
a Control StatiOrt.^ 

Tarmac PEG was Testing the pressure. Across 
the country many of its offices were occupied, Its. 
machines targeted. When its ASM was disrupted 
the directors made l he if fears known. Thanks to 
flood corporate research their home addresses had 



were rendered unconscious 
by cops: lines of coiled 
razor wire crossed the 
down. The drama appearing 
live on television Drought 
local ramblers* 

environmentalists . kids and 
the simply shocked to the 
site, many of whom without 
hesitation joined the 
resistance- Others came 
from around the country, 
making the eviction last 
three days, The eviction 
was an Important 
moment— deeply 
depressing to most 
Involved, it nevertheless 
captured the Imagination of 
thousands., 

"Many, particularly the 
media, who like a nice neat 
story— will see (he move of 
the Dongas Camp as the closing act of the Twyfofd 
drama, but the battle has not ended — it s 
beginning. If they think they can slop us with 
threats and violence* we've got to make damn sure 
they don't. Hunt sabs regularly gel hassle but carry 
on regardless— lor s learn from their example. 
Obstruction on site needs to be co-ordinated and 
supported. The number of days work lost Is what 
counts- To broaden it out nalionally, every Tarmac 
and associated subcontractors office, depots and 
sites In the country should be targeted. Every 
leallai produced Should contain the information 
needed for a cell to wreak £10*000 of havoc 
against the contractors and even pur smelter sub- 
contractors out of business. No Compromise in 
Defence of Planet Ea^thT — Do or Dm No, JL Jan 
1993 



From the Ashes..* Twyford Rising! 

In February following an cvunirul Invasion of 
Whatley Quarry* a new camp was sot up at 
Twyford, Off route and up on (he hill overlooking 
the cutting, this camp, and (hose that followed it. 
would have a very different attitude than the one 
on the dongos. Not defence. ATTACK! 

Starting with half a dozen campers fCameiot 
EFT1 the site steadily grow through sprang with 
direct action practically everyday — and many rtighls 
too! Some actions were carried out by a handful of 
people locking onto machines, ethers were mass 
invasions by hundreds. Diggers were trashed, 
offices invaded, a sunrise circ&e-dance was 
followed by an eight car sabotage convoy. 

The state response to these actions gfew more 
organised: hordes of guards, private Investigators 
and cops were stationed daily to stop the actions. 
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been uncovered and published- So me Had been 
freaked enough to hire security guards — thotr 
apprehension heightened by pasE targeting of 
directors by Animal liberal! crusts. Considering the 
relatively few 'radical oco‘ home visits since, this 
may seem surprising, However at this time the 
movement was influenced by quite diverge ni 
groups. The fact that director wen& largely left 
unscathed in the yea rs to come was not a givers it 
was a choice . 

During that summer everything from Druid 
Curses to burning, tarmac was hurled at the 
contractors in a hectic campaign which was: “a 
symbol of resistance, a training ground, a Me 
changer and a hick Up the arse to the British green 
movement.' 16 Nevertheless, though It slowed it, 
the M3 was not stopped , "The cutting at Twyford 
Down gets over deeper and the down* the waten 




meadows and; of course most ol tho dongas ore 
now destroyed, but it's destruction has given birth 
to a movement and the fight goes on. 1 " 17 

4s the resist ance at Iwyturii waned antkoad 
actions were spreading across the country like 
j wildfire. Digger diving was organised on a near 
daily basis at Wymondham near Norwich „ and in 
j Newcastle hammocks were strewn in the trees at 
l Jesmond Dene. Like Twyford, once again it was 
local EFiers end residents that catalysed the innal 
[ actions that burgenonod into widescale thfrdf 
: resistance on the land, 

j Further north* action was hotting up in Scotland 
: with tree and crane sils. some lasting days, 

\ connected to The M74 in Glasgow* Even further 
\ north was the campaign against the Skye Bridge, a 
[ monstrosity cutting across the Kyle of Lockash. 

immor unified in the environmental classic, The 
; Ring of Bright W&ter, Tho bridge not only affected 
the direct habitat (famous lor its otters) hut 
connected the Hebrides into the mainland 
Infrastructure* endangering the whole regions 
ecology by exposing ft. to further development. 

= Unfortunately at the time there was only limited! 

; active local support for resistance. The first and 
j only day of action against the building was carried 
j out by around a dozen, who. bar a few from Skye 
: and Glasgow EF!, were all from 'south of the 
! border". As cops stationed on the Island oould be 
j counted on one hand, reinforcements were brought 
| in. Inflatable* ware launched as the main work was 
j, being earned out off barges. The reachon of the 
i eonsiruelhon firm was brulal^mdustrinl hose* were 
[ used as water-cannons in an attempt to knock 
those up floating cranes into the sea. The Scottish 
press were present in numbers and also enjoyed 
some corporate PR. The from page of The 
Scotsman put it like this: 

'Journalistic objectively is a wonderful thing, 
However, it is easily damaged, especially by people 
trying to ram your boat* sink you. throw rocks at 
you. then threatening you first with a crowbar and 
then a grappling hook, not to mention attacking you 
with a tracked excavator," 18 
i The boats were impounded and most wore 
\ arrested. Bussed a hundred miles away, the group 
was given strict boil by an nil powerful ‘Roving 
i Sheriff [another great colonial legacy) not to return 
| to the Highlands end Islands for over a year. Police 
= escorted the van most of the way to the border. 

I Elsewhere actions w era taken against the projects 
; functors, The Bank of America, but the campaign 
l was effectively stillborn by low local involvement 
j and urn mediate corporate/state "direct action'. 

A very different siluallon had produced a very 
j different result at Osieas wood in London. These 
; woods in SE London were widely believed to be the 
j next pig battle and 3,000 people had signed a 
pledge to 'Beat the Bulldozers". After over a year of 
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di reel action at Twyford and with resistance 
Spreading ihe government knew It couldn't risk 
hitiihg such a beautiful place within - r©c rudiment 
lJi stance' of millions. The summer of 1993 sew 
this £300 million scheme dropped, a m^jor victory 
after just a year of sustained action against 
infrastructural growth. 
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Not Single issues, lost One War 

This success was all the more 
impressive considering that this 
campaign, though then becoming 
the dominant terrain of struggle 
for the movement, was still only 
one of the battles it was Involved 
In. The daily fight on Ihe land was 
interspersed with national and local 
days of action across the counir y on a 
range of issues. 

Timber depots in Oxford, Rochdale and London 
worn all iargeted by days of action* One national 
week of action against mahogany saw "ethical 
shoplifting" (the seizure of illegally logged timber 
from shops L in towns across the country: and 
abroad the simultaneous total destruction of 
logging equipment by the Amazonian Parkana 
huhansEit? other aeiions included bank occupations 
{against Third world debt), an ICS factory invasion 
{to highlight continued ozone depletion k road 
blockades i against car culture) and regular quarry 
blockades at Whatley in Somerset These different 
battles were all viewed as pan of the same war by 
EFlers* Many of the hundreds that invaded 
Oxford Timtmet for the second lime had 
come direct from a weekend of 
action at Twyford* The next day 
a cavalcade moved onto 
Bristol Co help disrupt the 
opening of the disputed 
Golden Hill Tesco Then, m 
now ij mayne more so) many 
EFIers wore also also 
involved In tho animal 
liberation movement. 

The campaigns were 
carried out in a global 
context of escalating 
redicei ocotogteal 
resistance. Anti-road K ' 

campaigns in the {French) 

Pyrenees, anti whaling action by Sea Shepherd 
[around Mocway), the campaign against the 
Narmada Dam [in India), the Ogoni struggle against 
Shell {Nigeria). EFI defence of the Danube (in 
Slovakia), biotech companies bombed (In 
Switzerland), GM crop experiments dug up (in the 
Netherlands.), and of course a nil 'logging battles (in 
N. America, the Pacific, the Amazon and Australia), 



irs o tang way from North America to Newcastle 
but In 1993 tho tactic of protracted Peewits 
crossed the Atlantic. Following demos earlier in the 
year the bulldozers h ad gone into Jo amend Dene 
unannounced oh June 16th. The state, however, 
hadn't factored in skiving Geordre kids, who 
stopped the machines working while the alarm 
went out. Tho next morning protestors 

barricaded the site entrance, More kids 
came back and shovelled earth with 
plastic flowerpots to build up the 

barricade — the Flowerpot Tribe 

STOP RAINFOREST DESTRUCTION; 






was born. The campfire was set 
burning and a strong community 
formed. A combination of "local 
latent 1 and reinforcements from 
Twyford and elsewhere, made Ihe next 
five months an avalanche of site 
occupations, tree-silting, plss-taklng and 
nlgmty sabotage. The legendary winds of 
Newcastle seemed lo blow down the construction 
site fencing ogam and again I The kids sang: "The 
Chainsaws, the Chum saws— l hey cut down ail out 
trees. The Pixies, the Pixies, trashed their JCB$/ 

Or course despite the laughs it was hard. 

"Everyone :is getting very knackerd and pissed 
off — tree sitting is saving the trees that are 
hammocked, bui it's tiring, cold, stressful and 
often boring. Ground support people face prison for 
breaking injunctions as they take food lo trees. It’s 
GRIM for sitters when the trees are felled near 
them, local people sab a Cement mixer under the 
copper beech by throwing rock salt into 
a workman goes berserk and tries 
attacking the beech with a JCi. 
ti ying to Knock the tree-sitters out. 
He survived bus the copper beech 
loses another couple of 
branches/^ 

m 1991 EFI's handful of activists 
were the radical ecological 
moverncni. By the end of Ihe 
summer of 1993, EH not only 
had 45 local groups but had 
catalysed thousands to take 
direct action— mostly not under 
the EFI banner. IVow one could really 
begin to talk about a movement. After 
the Jesmond Dene camps were 
evicted one of the Flowerpot Tribe wrote: 
"Those who"ve been involved are also gearing 
up to fight OEhdr schemes,.. What we’ve learnt will 
spread out to other road and environmental 
protests... at just gets tugger and bigger. If we can't 
stop the bastards totally we can COST them, show 
them there’s no easy profit in earth rape. They've 
already been cost millions — let’s cost them some 

more/'w 
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Land Struggle Period 



( 1093 — 1008 ) 



Land struggles were 
Infectious, the next 
period seeing an 
explosion of activity. 
The winning 
combination was 
relatively solid 
networks ol long term 
anti -road campaigners 
(ALARM UK), a 
nationwide network of 
EF! groups and most 
Importantly a swelling 
‘tribe* willing to travel 
across the land. 
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Welcome to the Autonomous Zones 

While the slate had backed dawn at Oxteas it 
intended to go full steam ahead! with the Mil link 
through East London. DoT bureaucrats and 
politicians probably thought the movement wouldn't 
pud together over the destruction of a small 
amount of trees and hundred & of working class 
homes. They wore wrong. 

Hundreds of iho houses were already squatted, 
lung since having been compulsorily purchased. 
This vibrant scene was joined by others from 
Jesmond and Twyford, With much of the fond 
5 mashing through o long-tofm squatting community 
and a solidly working class area, this more than 
any previous anil-road campaign was a defence of 
human lives as well as wildlife. Nevertheless, 
there were beautiful patches of 
overgrown gardens and copses, 
and the struggle was also 
understood in the national 
ecological context, 

"By halting the road in 
London we can save 
woodlands, rivers and 
hoalhiaods all the way 
to Scotland, without 
endangering their ecology by 
having mud fights with hundreds of security 
guards and police in their midst ." 22 

The first real flashpoint came af a chestnut tree 
on George Green, common land in the heart of 
Wanstead. The 10ft hoardings which had boon 
erected to enclose the common were trashed by a 
jolly mob of kids, activist^ and local people. On the 
Green a hunched woman In her eighties was 
crying. She had always fell powerless, but when 
she pushed the fences down with hundreds of 
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others, she said she felt powerful: for the first time 
In her life. Empowerment is direct action's magic, 
and the spell was spreading, 

'A tree house was built in the branches of the 
chestnut tree.,. For the following month the 
campfire became a focal point*** People from 
different backgrounds began to get to know one 
another, spending long evenings together, talking, 
forming new friendships. Something new and 
beautiful had been created in the community. Many 
local people talk of their lives having been 
completely changed by the experience . -33 

The eviction came in December and was carried 
out by 400 police. With 150 people resisting it 
took nine hours to bring down one l reel Sabotage 
also played a part — both of the contractor's 
hydraulic platforms had been wrenched the night 
f>efore. 

"The eviction hod forced the 
DoT to humiliate itself In a 
very public way. The loss of 
the tree was a tragic day. 
and yet also a truly 
wonder hit day. It had 
hammered another huge 
nail In the coffin of the 
roads programme .” 24 
The slate hoped this wes the 
end of No Mil. but It was just 
the beginning. Other areas had already been 
occupied, and regular action gainst the 
contractors continued. It was a fitting end to the 
second year of concerted action against roads. 

On January 1st 1994 the Indigenous Zapatistas 
of Mexico launched fhem&eives on to the stage of 
world history. Liberating town after town, freeing 
prisoners, re-distributing lood. declaring 
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ihcmsolves Autonomous of the new economic 
order. They didn't just redrslribute food: (hey 
redistributed hope worldwide, and were to hove o 
significant impact on the movement here,. 

Meanwhile in Britain the year nearly started off 
with a big bang. In January a very small amount of 
broadsheet coverage reported 5 the police 
detonation of an ea plosive device under the mam 
bridge at Twyford Down, Coverage also reported a 

bomb found at Tarmac's HQ. 25 

The Spring saw camps sprout up against (be 
wymondham Bypass near Norwich, the Leadenham 
Bypass in Lincolnshire, the Bamcastcrn- 
Swainswick Bypasses outside Bath and the 
Blackburn Bypass In Lancashire, in inner-city 
Manchester, a threatened local park got a dose of 
eco-action at Abbey Pond- 

Bach in the East End. Spring sow vast defensive 
and offensive roadie si sting. A row of large 
Edward inn houses were heat en route — (hey were 
barricaded, and Wanstonia was bom: "It was 
declared an autonomous free zone. People made 
joke passports and 1 the (Ike. We were digging this 
huge trench all the way around the site, Doing that 
pto-babiy had zero tactical effectiveness but it really 
made us (eel that (his was where the UK ended 
and our space started."^* 

The Slate does not take well to losing territory, 
“In a scene reminiscent of a medieval siege, 
around 800 police and bailiffs supported by cherry- 
pickers and diggers besieged the independent 
state of wan stoma. After cordoning off the area 
the invaders preceded lo storm the five houses. 

The police had to break through the barricades to 
enter only to find the staircases removed thus 
forcing (hem to get in through roofs or upper floors. 
Some protestors wore on 

tno roofs having chained 
themselves to the 
chimneys, (he contractors 
preceded (o destroy (he 
houses while many people 
were still occupying them... 
it took ten hours to remove 
300 people. - ” 

This impressive and 
costly eviction was followed 
up by Operation 
Roadblock— a month of 
rota-based daily direct 
action, where groups 
booked in which days they 
would take action. It 
worked remarkably well, 
with sizeable disruption 
every day through March, 

Elsewhere many or the 
resist ence techniques 
developed at the MUL, 



both for the defence of houses and trees, were 
now being used against other schemes. 

i 

Progress, Yuck*— Time to Go Back to 
[ the Trees 

Taettes- were evolving fast* At Jesmond. 
j temporary hammocks bed graced the branches: at 
George Green a single tvmhoUM had been built : at 
! Bath the first real network of treehousos hit the 
skyline; in Blackburn there -was a full-on E wok-style 
■ Tree Village. Unable to defeat the bailiffs on the 
i ground P resistance had moved skyward. 

‘You'd be standing at (ho fire at night, and it 
would be the first time you'd boon down on the 
ground nil day. You'd look up and there would be 
all these Utile twinkles from candles up above 
you... How were they going to gel us out?... i don“t 
think I can describe here how special it Is to sleep 
and wake in the branches of a tree. To see the 
stars and the moon. To feel (he sunshine and feel 
trws rain/ 3 * 

Hundreds were now living on-site across I he 
country, wim many, many more "weekending" or 
! visiting for days of action. Most campaigns were 
i now setting up multiple camps, each taking a 
slightly different Tpnm according to the lay of the 
| land. Previously, barricades had been built around 
houses and woodlands— now (hey themselves were 
transformed into barricades— complex networks of 
walkways, treehouses, lockons, concrete and 
determination, 

Soishuf y Hill s fourth site eviction at wmecroft 
was the first fellon. alktneetPp eviction. Using 
cherry-pickets and standard chainsaw men. the 
Sheriff failed to take down a single tree: the camp 
had defeated him,,, for now. The coat was high; 



Utter Contempt for the Court 

Dunng Jesmond Dene, people were 
still being packed up for having broken (he 
Twyford Injunction. 'Quolobolo*" knew (he 
cops would mck him sooner or later at the 
Dene and send him down to the High Court, 
bul he was prepared, When the inevitable arrest 
come he gave the High Court quite a surprise. 

Stripping off to orange suspenders, worn all 
summer under his trousers especially for this 
occasion* he goosestepped up and down in front erf 
the judge sieg-heiling. The judge closed the court in 
horror, This was a not so-aublle reference to the 
recent da aim of Steven Milligan, the Tory mp for 
Eastleigh (near Twyford (. Milligan, twho had once 
memorably described the Dongas Tribe as "woirdoas H ) 
was found cfead hanging from the ceiling after an 
erotic auto- asphyxiation disaster, wearing nothing but 
suspenders with an amyl nitrate soaked orange in his mouth. 
Unsurprisingly the Judge added weeks to Quofoboloa's sentence for 
'contempt of court L 
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wo protestor hospitalised with spinal injuries and 
a collapsed king. Ten days later the Sheriff 
returned, this lime with madder tee toffs — Equity 
card-holding stunt men, These wars more crazy, 
muscular arid willing to lake risks with their own 
lives well as of those in the trees. By (he end of 
the day Whitecroft was no more. This — the most 
spectacular al the time—wgs only dm? of the many 
conflicts countrywide. These evictions were 
becoming hugely costly — to the contractors, to ihe 
slate, and 10 social lability- Most sites al this 
time continued offensive action as weJL using the 
by then standard formula: digger diving, office 
occupations and crane-sits* alongside overt end 
covert sabotage. The state was being challenged— 
it would soon escalate Us response. 

With every campaign the movement seemed to 
be going from strength to strength, with one 
exception, Leadenham, A camp had set up, and 
the DoT said it was putting the scheme Into 
review, but victory was not to be. The 
contractors launched a surprise 
attack— during the 'reprieve' — while 
those still on site were 'dean 
with' a few weeks later by ideal 
thugs. Vigilante attacks on 
sites hfid always been an 
occasional occurrence, hut 
they were usually minor in 
scale. At Leadenham 
though there was a 
sizeable group of 
road locals willing to 
take direct action. 

"The attack happened 
following a demo by local 
people in favour ol the 
bypass, Leadenham 
villagers decided in their 
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Infinite wisdom that a road 
was preferable to a 'few 
trees 1 . Masked vigilantes 
arrived at ihc camp al 5am 
armed with chainsaws. 

They proceeded to hack 
down trees protestors had 
been Sitting In. Anyone 
getting In their wary was 
punched and violently 
assaulted. 

This basically put an end to 
she occupation at the 
scheme, though days of 
action stfifi followed.. Wtiai 
Leadenham showed was 
the absolute necessity of 
having significant 
community support if a 
camp was set up. Without 
M. there was a danger of being Sluing/Sioepnig 
targets, Thankfully, through this pound no other 
sites wore mass attacked by local wgil antes In this 
way, 3 ® 

While in this article Tit give an overview Of 1 this 
period, from so high up one can't hope to focus on 
the detail — and it's the detail That counts. The 
incredible moments, the passion, ihu exhlla ration, 
the waiting, the amazing people, the occasional 
twat* — the tribe. Wot to mention Ihe holy trinity: 
dogs, mud and older. On site and in the trees, this 
feeling of togetherness and otherness grew. 
Leaving site to get food or giros. the harshness 
end speed of the industrial world hit you; but by 
living a dasly existence or resistance we were 
hitting back. 



Hunting the Machines 

Every month brought news of an Increase In 
sabotage despite minimal coverage in either 
mainstream or radical ptoss H not least 
because communiques were rarely sent. 
Sabolago largely centred a murid 
projects where ongoing daytime 
campaigns were underway, but 
some was done in solidarity wilb 
campaigns further afield, With so 
many groups fighting multiple 
schemes by the same companies 
actions often ended fulfilling 
both roles, ARC. for instance, 
had supplied roadstone 
to Twyford Down and 
was trying to expand 
qua r ries in North Wales 
and Somerset. 

"Alter forcing their way 
Into the control room [of 
ARC Penmaemawr 
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q UP gurry ji 1 intruders smashed .s gla&S petition 

and then caused £10.000 worth of damage To [ 
computer equipment/ 31 

The scale of sabotage carried out during the 
'90s land struggles IS Often forgotten. Altogether 
the direct costs of replacement and repair at l 

construction sites must have easily run Into the 
tons of millions, Fantasists may dream that this 
was the work of highly organised anonymous cells, j 
striking and then disappearing 3 ^ pyt in truth most j 
trash ings were carried out by those camping | 

onsite: either subtley during digger diving, ■ 

raucously as a mob, or covertly after heavy dunking 
sessions around the campfire. Basically, whenever : 
it was possible, people fucked shit up- the 
sensible and commendable desire not to boast has 
left these actions hidden behind newspaper 
images of smiling ireo-people', The grins though 
worn often those or mischievous machine 
wreckers: near campfires no yellow monster was 
safe from the hunt. 

Some celebrity liberals 4 1 argued 'criminal 
damage' should not have a place In campaigns as 
it would put off 'normal everyday people',. This 
ridiculous idea was even stupider considering one 
of the mein groups consistently carrying out j 

sabotage were those locals with jobs and families ■ 
who didn't have available (day)time to live on site. e 
and for whom arrests for minor digger-diving could 
lead To unemployment and f amity problems. For ? 
many 'normal everyday people' covert sabotage ! 
was less risky than overt 'civil disobedience", L 

Another group of locals that always took lo l 

"environmental vandalism' like ducks to wale* were 
kids, nearly always the most rebellious section of 
arty community ,. often with I he most intimate 
relationship to the local environment, \ 

or course despite what | say above, some 
ecotege was carried out entirely covertly with 
modus operand! borrowed from the Animal 
Liberation Front, 

"Police behove a £2 million blaze aE an Essex 
construction site could be the work of Green 
Activists, The lire swepE through Cory F 

Environ meat's aggregates and waste disposal site j 
at Barling, near Southend, ruining four pulidoier^ j 
two diggers, and a fleet or si* trucks owned by the j: 
main contractor. The police say that forensic 
evidence confirms arson/ 34 

j. 

M 

L 

There is no Justice. Just Us! 

P 

It was becoming obvious that the ecological land 
str ugg les were really getting in the way of \ 

4 profiress B .. 

The government [correctly) saw the movement r 
as part of a social fabric (travel ling culture, 
festivals, squatting, hunt s&bbing) bom of the 
'60s/ '70s upsurge. With the Criminal Justice Bill It 
sought io tear (his fabric apart. Ho more toleration, 




the government announced: It was giving itself new 
powers to close free parties, ban demonstrations, 
create huge exclusion iones. evict squms and jail 
persistant -road- protest ‘trespassers'* 

Unsurprisingly I his challenge wfls met with a 
sudden flurry of activity. High street squat Inlo 
centres around the country l local and national 
demos. Thousands turned up for marches in 
London. Rather than deterring people the new laws 
brought people together — ‘Unity in Diversity' the 
can of the dey. 

On October the 9th a demo of 75.000 ended in 
Hyde Park for the normal ritual of platform 
speakers. When a soundrSystem tried to gel in at 
Speakers Corner to turn it Into on illegal 'party Sn 
(he perk', it wdS attacked by police. In turn people 
fought back. The call went out across I he Park — 
Defend the System: thousands ran from the 
speeches to the action— the Hyde Park Hiol had 
begun. 

"Although some people faced up to the police in 
Park Lana itself, most of (he crowd ended up 
inside the park separated by the metal failings 
from l he not cops. This made It difficult for the 
police lo launch baton, charges or send fn the 
horses, end when they tried to force their way 




Police advances were defeated time after time 
at Hyde Park, in a sign of mms defiance me 
planned ratty of the bored was abandoned m 



favour of a insurrectionary panto. 
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far it affects Earth 
Hrstlertti.i Us purpose is 
nol so much to Imprison us 
os to intimidate us^-and 
we mustn't Set that 
work, " M The dsy the Act 
went through on November 
4 th. activists from No Mil 
clrmfeed onto the roof of 
Parliament and untuned o 
banner— Defy The Act. Hunt 
sobs went out in bigger 
numbers, more road 
protest camps were 
established, free parties 
flourished. By the end of 
the month a big 
confrontation came that 
would lest whether the 



through tho small gates In the railings they were 
repelled wtlh sticks, boltses and whatever was to 



government hud succeeded in Intimidating the 
resistance. 



hand/ 




h There were some very surreal 1 touches while oil 
this was going on: people dancing not far from the 
police fines, a unicyclist weaving his way tnrough 
the riot cops, e man fire-breathing. Some people 
have argued that me police deliberately provoked a 
not to make sure the Criminal Justice Bill was 
passed, hut this ignores the fact that there was 
never any danger of the CJG not being passed, as 
there had never been any senous opposition within 
parliament .' 35 

Hyde Farfa — iilce the eviction oi the Dongas — 
was a landmark confrontation. At Twyford the 
movement was forced to face up to the reality of 
state violence. At Hyde Parte it was forced to face 
the reality of movement violence, the reality being 
simple— when faced with riot cops many saw 
nolhing wrong with fighting back to defend 

temporarily liberated space, At the 
beginning of the march Keep it Fluffy 4 
stickers had been handed oui liberally, 

Later as me helicopter floodlights 
shone down on a rlol. the sight of a 
crusty with a rainbow jumper 
emblazoned with one of the 
Slickers — throwing o bil of paving 
slab at the cops — showed how 
moments of collective power can 
change people. The following 
months would see an 
mtensilication of 
' vioronce/nonwoienee ' 
discussions around the country. 

Whan the Gill became? an Act In 
November everyone understood 
that the only way to defeat a 
possible 'crackdown" was by defying 
It, As the £F. r Action Uptime put it: "As 
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A Street Reclaimed 

Throughout the Summor. evictions and 
resistance on the Mil had continued and most of 
l he route was rubble. One major obstacle lay in the 
palh of the bulldozers — Claremont Road, an entire 
squatted street had been transformed Into a 
surreal other world. Turned inside out. the road 
itself became the collective living room, the 
remaining cars flowerbeds. Above the $Ola P hugo 
chess board and open fire a vast seaf folding tower 
reached daily further up to the sky. This stale of 
the art B reclaimed street was not going to take 
eviction easy. When if 
did come, it became 
the longesi and 
most 
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expensive In English history — 5 diiys* 700 police, 
200 bailiffs arid 400 security guards, costing £2 
million* 

"When tho bailiffs arrived they were met by 500 
people using every delay tactic possible, A 
concrete filled car with protruding scaffold poles 
Slopping the cherry pickers moving in. People 
locked on to the road. Others hung in nets strung 
across the street. People in hunkers, others 
huddled on rooftops and In ireg houses- Lastly. 12 
people scrambled up the lOQft scaffold tower 
painted with grease and tied with pink ribbons. -11 

One by one, minute by costly minute* Ihe stale 
forces removed the 500 — taking the best part of a 
week. The sheer Ingenuity of ihe tactics, the 
resolve of the people involved and the incredible 
bar needing techniques made this an amazing 
moment. Like the Chestnut Tree* Salisbury Hill end 
s dojon other evictions, (ho state won the battle — 
but they were losing the war. With every hugely 
expensive eviction, every trashed machine, every 
delayed contract* every citizen turned subversive, 
every tree occupied— tho social end economic cost 
of pushing through the roads programme was 
becoming unbearable. 

Vet Claremont— like all anEl-roads sites — wasn't 
Simply a reaction to destruction, it was also a 
reaffirmation of file, of autonomy. It was an 
experience that changed hundreds of people: ns 
memory would remain; precious and propel a whole 
new wave of streets to be reclaimed. Reclaim the 
Streets had been formed by EF!ers in "92 Ip 
combat the car culture on the city streets* Wilh 
the expansion of anrj-road resistance the idea 
had gone into hibernation, but many who had 
seen the topsy-turvey. inside-out world of 
Claremont Road warned to feet tho like 
again. After the end of the MU campaign, 

RTS was reformed. The state had foolishly 
thCHJghi Claremont Road lay in rubble i in 
fact it haunted those who'd been there and 
its restive rebel spectre would reappear on 
streets across the country. 

it started with a reclamation of that 
bastion of consumption, Camden 
High Street. 

Two cars entered the high 
street and to the astonishment of 
passing shoppers ceremoniously 
piled into each other — crash! 

Thirty radical pedestrians jumped 
on Lop and started trashing 
them — soon joined by kids. An 
instant caffe was sot up 
distributing f me food to all and 
sundry* rainbow carpets unrolled* 
smothering the tarmac, and a 
host of alternative street dfecor,„ 

A plethora of entertainment 




followed Including five music, fife-breathing,,, and 
the Rinky-Oink bike powered sound systam/® 

A month later and the action was much bigger: 

: word had got around — 1.500 met at the meet-up 
point, jumped the Tube and arrived at Islington 
High Street, 

"They swarmed across the dual earrlf^gew&y os 
five 25ft tripods were erected blocking all ttw 
access roads. Half a ton of sand was dumped on 
the tarmac for kids of all agos to build sand 
= castles with. An armoured personnel carrier 

blasting out rave set up. fire hydrants were opened 
up—spraymg the ravens dancing in the sunshine. 

Alt the cops could do was stand to the side and 
sweat." 39 

While the Claremont eviction was (he first major 
sign of the failure of the CJA, street parlies 
spreading across the country were basically 
dancing on its grave. With the Act's implementation 
resistance became a bit more difficult* but Its 
deterrent effect was dead in the 
water. The rebellion ^gainst the CJA 
had broughl together different 
alternative culture currents and 
coalesced them into a serious 
counter-culture; now RTS was making 
more connections. Above the 
wonder ful spectacle of the Islington 
Street Party ifew a banner declaring 
solidarity with the Tuboworkers, 

Bach on the Farm 

While London events got the 
fion J s share of media coverage* 
people were defying the CJA all 
Over,, most by simply carrying on 
with actions — 'business as 
usual'. The eviction of urban 
camps art Pollock in Glasgow 
against the M77 involved 
hundreds—250 kids even broke 
Out of school to help stop one 
eviction. The act had been 
meant to neuter direct action, 
instead In the climate of 
opposition* whole new struggles 




Uke mas f mafertflte on road 
protests, mase scaffold pates 
were ah nicked, What & world 
we coufef tourfd wffh shopping 
trolleys, pQiyprop, pallets and 
cement! 
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(Above) The involvement of well-known climbers 
In stale evictions inspired a major reaction in 
the climbing corrimunity; duty were seen for 
they were — scabs. As a result, many 
climbers joined the protests at Newbury, 
leading climbing writer Mm Perrin wrote: M The 
collaborator's traditional fate awtfjfs you: 
rigorous denunciation, vehement haranguing, 
exciuslon from social venues, arcttc contempt* 1 
want co ask this, of you who have betrayed your 
Community* friends and follow human beings; 
how long will your money hist? And wbev? it's 
gone, romomber when ho faced what he r d 
dp™ p Judas hod a rope too. . , * (Climber' 
magazine* May 1996) True to the threat r the 
slate climbers were ostracised and even forced 
off rock faces- (Below) Foanng j similar 
reaction r state tonneiters made sure to htde 
their /cflfrrtpftes. 




opened up- such as those against the live export 
of sheep and calves* involving thousands more in 



direct action. 

In |he Southwest the one year anniversary 
gathering at Solsbury Hill went off with a bang. An 
Anci-CJA event on the hill ended with lots ot fencing 
pulled down, trashed machinery and security thugs 
in hospital- As one woman from the local Avon 
Gorge EF3 group put ii: *1 guess people had had 
enough of being used as punch bags. ’ 4Q This was 
followed by a day of action with 200 people — 
stopping most of the work along the route. 

Up North the campaign gainst (he M65 saw a 
major shift in tactics by both those in the trees and 
those who’d taken the Job of getting them out. 
Three camps had already been evicted, but the 
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crescendo came ot Stan worth Volley, on amazing 
network of walkways h platforms, nets and ow 40 
treehouses, Through the valley surged the River 
Rlbblesworlh. Si was truly o village in the sky, which 
was lucky as the ground was pure quagmire half 
the time™ You’ve never seen such mudt 

As well os new people and local activists there 
was now a dedicated nomadic tribe, seasoned el 
many previous evictions. After over a year of life in 
the branches, some were agile and conlidenl at 
height— at home In the trees, The St^te realised 
that it needed a new force that was as confident 
on the ropes — StanworlJi became l he first place 
where members of the climbing community took 
sides against nature- 

'Upon entering the treetops they were quite 
shocked to find the people were not just passive 
spectators to their own removal. A gentle but firm 
push with the foot often kept them out of a 
troehouse. Two climbers tried to manhandle an 
activist oul Of the trees, mistakenly thinking they 
were alone. The cells for help were quickly 
answered end to the climbers' astonishment out of 
the thick shroud of leaves above, activists absented 
down, others parnered up from below and yet more 
appeared from both sides running along the 
walkways and branches. The cumbers could be 
forgiven for thinking they were caught in a spiders 
web.” 41 

Eventually after five days, alt 120 people bed 
been lipped from the trees — bringing the total 
contract cost increased by the No M65 campargn 
to £12.2 million. The climbers had found new 
lucrative employmeni bui they would do their best 
to avoid ever repeating an eviction under leaf 
cover. From now on most evictions would be whan 
the leaves were off ihn trees; the combined factor 
of nature's abundance and activist up-fot-it attitude 
a severe deterrent. 

The spread of omkoad camps was by now 
Incredible with '95 probably Gha highporni in terms 
of national spread. On top of the established 
camps, new gross were occupied in Berkshire,. 

Kent i Devon and Somerset. Over the next year the 
struggle moved well beyond just fighting roads. 
Camps were set up to protect Fend from open-cast 
mining In South WaFes. leisure development in 
Kent and quarrying in the South West. No surprise 
then that one of the major voices spurring on tills 
'culture of resistance' got some special attention 
from some special people, 

Green Anarchist magazine in the mid *90® was a 
meeting point of movements. Its readership 
included significant numbers of travellers, hunt 
sabs, class struggle anarchM, Green Parly 
members, teco-wamors', and animal liberationists. 
fci was an obvious target for the secrat state. A set 
of 17 raids aimed at Green Anarchist and the ALT 
resulted in the jailing of a number ol its editors- 
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concerted actions at Win alloy and showed whet can 
be achieved by good organisation and the element 
OF surprise. While the cops had prepared In (heir 
hundred^, they simply hadn't factored In that 
'hippies’ could gel up al 4am, This action really set 
iho mood for the next year. 

"An Adrenaline Junkie s Idea of 
Heaven" 

‘Police on the Newbufy Bypass site today 
condemned the tactics of (hose who last night took 
a heavy tractor from road-work* and drove to a 
construction area, where they damaged compound 
Fencing, lighting equipment and a portacabin 
building. Police were called but ihe offenders ran 
away before they arrived at the scene, 

The Newbury bypass was Ihe big battle. The 
scald was immense. Nine miles long, over 30 
camps, tan thousand trees, over a thousand 
arrests. A daily struggle with up to i.CGO security 
guards 1 * 1 *,, hundreds of police, private defectives, 
and slate dimbers Imod up against tribes of 
hundreds of committed, mud-living activists. Day 
after relentless day, evictions and resistance., 

"Every morning, cider and flies'., 

I don'l have space to cover all the campaigns 
across Ihe country, so I am focusing on those 
which saw Important changes. Equally- t can’t hope 
to give a true impression of what it was like to be 
living on site, at Newbury least of all. Crazy and 
medieval — in both good ways and bad— is all HI 
say. (The book Cop$e captures the spirit of those 



This repression, like the 
CJA, backfired, instead of 
marginalising qa it actually 
made them far more well 
known : an alliance of 
largely liberal publications 
swung behind them, 
motions of support were 
even brought up at the 
Green Parly and FoE 
annual conferences. This 
increased exposure, 
combined with Ml 5 fears 
about court documents 
released In appeal hearings 
compromising their agents, 
secured their release. A 
rn^or aim of the repression 
against GA had been to 
deter sabotage, while large 
parts of the CJA were aimed al Stopping 
'Aggravated Trespass'- Their absolute failure to 
deler the radical ecological direct action movement 
was shown clearly one morning in Somerset , 



Whatley Quarry— Yee Haf 

"The 1 national 1 EFi action Id shut down Whatley 
Quarry was an even greater success than 
expected. A week later the owners hadn't managed 
to restart work. At 5.30am, 400 activists 
descended on the quarry. Small teams ensured 
gates were blockaded and all plant and machinery 
occupied.,. Detailed maps and a predetermined 
plan ensured police and security wore out 
manoeuvred. Tripods were carried <) miles over- 
night and set up on the quarry's rail line whilst 
lorries were turned away. Press reporls state that 
£250*000 worlh of damage was caused — not 
counting the cost of a week"s lost production , for e 
quarry normally soiling 11.000 lonnes per duyi 
Twenty metres of railway track leading out of the 
quarry "disappeared ! ; the control panel for video 
monitoring of Eho plant fell apart; a two storey 
crane purled itself to bits: three control rooms 
dismantled themselves; and several diggers and 
conveyor belts broke down." 1 *? 

The police managed to arrest 64 people, mostly 
under the CJA for aggravated trespass. In lime, 
most of the cases were dropped. An through the 
land struggle period EF1 had been organising 
national actions—lhis was by far the most 
effective. It had come on the back of four years of 
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After a hard day 
digging tunnels at 
F&ifmile there's 
nothing Quite tike a 
perfect cupp& Shit a 
sunt etmnean knitting 
session. 



Times best, with a mix of 
photos, inter views and 
cartoons* VERY flighty 

reccHTi mended!) 

The state had by this 
lime learnt from some of 
its previous mistakes: no 
longer would il iry to clear 
the road In slag.es at the 
same time as building 
works progressed, In the 
past this allowed a healthy 
mix of offensive action 
against construction as 
well as defensive action 
against clearance, At 
Newbury the chainsaws 
wore given five months (o 
clear the site, initially when 
protests had started the 
masswe increased cost of 
cl&arence bed py shed up 
costs— -billed straight to the corporations, 
destroying any profits. Now when the contracts 
were tendered these millions were factored 1 
billed straight to the state. This made the 
campaigns of this period increasingly defensive in 
nature, Though there were attempts to move 
beyond this, to a certain extern it was an inevitable 
result ol a change In "terrain'. Vet the costs of 
keeping a force capable of clearing ft route dotted 
with camps, with flighty evolved defence 
techniques, needing highly paid specialist climbers 

to evict, was now 
immense, 

Newbury, more than 
any other, was a 
national campaign in 
one locale. Practically 
everyone who had been 
heavily Involved in 
radical cco stuff over 
the preceding live years 
bumped into each other 
m the waste land . Th is 
was no accident— 
everyone know that at 
Newbury the state 
wanted to break the 
movement, In reply 
people were 
determined to break 
Elia state's resolve to 
build roads beyond 
Newbury. Glorious 
defeats for us mean! 
economic defeat for the 
Department of 
Transport, This war of 


















Far! Troilheim on fb& A 30- temporary Autonomous Zones tfonl gel mono 
autonomous then this. Where the barricades me, the state ends. 



attrition had been rolling now lor years but at 
Newbury both sides wanted to pul in the death 
blow After over a year of building defences, five 
months of lighting evictions, night after night of 
sabotage and a lifetime of mgnfcc moments* the 
clearance was finished: but In I ho aftermath so 
was the roads programme. Of course it look a 
while to die. Some projects were still in the 
pipeline and others were continuing, but after 
Newbury the conclusion was not in doubt. 

A year after the clearance wortt had started, 
hundreds arrived at Newbury for the anniversary, 
now known as the Reunion Rampage. After minor 
scuffles and tedious speeches from the likes of 
FoE leadership,, fencing surrounding a major 
construction compound was cut, and the crowd 
surged in. 

"So we put sand in cite fuel tanks of gener.ilors* 
look spanners lo the motor of the crane* As we 
wore leaving the site, a tipper truck on fire lo my 
left anti l he crane Oh fire down to my fight* there 
was one man standing straight in front of me, 
silhouetted against the bright billowing flames 
rolling up Out of tho portacabin. Me stood in an X 
shape, his hands in victory V signs, shouting "YES? 
YES1 YES V It wasn't ctigphc. there was a sense of 
purpose, of collective will, of carnival* celebration, 
strong magic, triumph of people power* of a small 
but very teal piece of Justice being done, 

After Defeats* Victories! 

If this kind of disorder freaked the nation slate, 
local government was terrified. At Guildford. Surrey 
Council cancelled a schema where five camps had 
been set up — it simply couldn't afford the 
economic and social costs of taking on the 
movement. Opencast mines were shelved in Souih 
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wares l hanks to the sterling, resistance at the 
evictions of I he Seinr end Orynhenniys camps, 
Camps saved nature reserves from destruction by 
agribusiness In Sussex. Camps stopped 
supermarket developments. Camps stopped 
leisure developments in Kent, and qtierrtw were 
put on hold m the Southwest alter costly evictions 
at Dead woman's Bottom*. 

II Newbury pul t he final nail in the coffin of the 
'Roads to Prosperity" burl ding programme, the A30 
camps were shovelling in the soil. Put into full use 
for the first lime, tunnels became another lactic of 
delay- Tree defence and complex subterranean 
networks made the eviction at Fairmile last longer 
than every previous eviction—with the tunnels 
staying occupied six days in. While the resistance 
to the A30 was amazing it was also a waywiarker. 
Following the evictions there was NO daytime 
offensive action against (he construction contract, 
though a one day camp and some impressive 
'night-work' did get done. The amazing community 
had evolved over two and half years of 
occupation— Us effect would last far longer. 

By mtd 1997 Road Aiertl could happily report 
Ihu demise of the national roads programme. 

-ft has been sliced from about £23 billion to a 
few £blllion since 1992: nearly 500 out of the 600 
road schemes have? been scrapped; that 's 500 
places untrnshed. saved - -for now. Those am 
massive cuts: Construction News mole '...the 
major road building programme has virtually been 
destroyed'. It seems fair to link the rise of direct 
action with the diminishing budget, down every 
year since 1993. the year of the big Twyford 
actions." 46 

On TV even the ex Transport Minister Stephen 
Norris, of all people, presented a documentary on 
how ’the protesters were right" and he was wrong. 
Contraoior newspapers sounded more and more 
Ilka obituary columns every week. 

The unlikely had happened, the movement's 
main immediate objective had been largely 
attained, and the 'threat capacity' generated by the 
smuggle now deterred developments In other fields, 



More sites were still being set up— now against 
disparate larger s: logging in Caledonia, housing m 
Essex, an airport extension at Manchester. 



Ry t Fly Into tin? Street si 



While most camps wore In the countryside, 
i contestation was also spreading In ti c streets. 
After the success of the London -95 street parties, 
! RTS followed up with an B.DOO strong lake over of 
i the M4I: across the country RTSs were held In 
dozens of towns often more than once. Some were 

a 

j amazing revelatory moments — windows into future 
j worlds— others were Just crap. In "96/"97 RTS 
London had mobUised the alternative culture 
ghetto — now it was organising a break out, lira! 
making connections with the striking tube- workers, 
then with the locked out Liverpool Dockers, in an 
Inspiring act of solidarity radical eco types climbed 
cranes, blockaded entrances and occupied roofs ot 
the Docks. Around SOD protestors and dockers 
mingled on I ho action oad e strong feeling of 
connection was born t 

Following on the back of this action came a 
j massive modulation just before the May election, 
j around 20.000 marched and partied with the 
j Dockers at the “March for Social justice/ The plan 
had been to- occupy the then empty Department of 
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As the At/ reports, 3,000 take over the M43L A 
giant pantomime dame promenades. Under her 
skirt, a pneumatic drift digs up the road fo the 
rhythm of the soundsystems m acert. 
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Environment building 4n Whitehall, Though She 
police succeeded In slopping this happening. the 
march ended in a huge party/not at Trafalgar 
Square, above the crowd a massive banner— 
'Never Mind the Ballots. Reclaim the Streets 1 . 

More and more streei parties were continuing 
around the country. 

National Actions 

After Whatley had been such a success, people 
warned more, unfortunately, (he police were ones 
bitten, twice shy. Any whiff of an EFS national 
mobilisation resulted in massive policing that made 
most actions Just impossible. While the cops were 
stilt often outfoxed 1 , mostly by moving location lan 
action In North Wales moved io Manchester, on 
action si an oil rtflmy mowd to an opencast 
site), it was largely making the best of s bad 
situation. 

Vet Jt wasn't }ust the state that caused 
problems hero. Thu big Whatley action had come 
out of discussion at an EP national gathering, with 
groups all over committing themselves to both 
turning up and organising it. Other 1 national 
actions' that followed wore often organised by local 
groups who wanted an injection of collective power 
into their campaign. This meant that effectively 
they were local campaigns catling on the national 
movement for support — very different from the 
national movement organising to support a local 
campaign. 

Due of the biggest failures came when a local 
group—Cardigan Bay EF! — declared a national day 
of action on the anniversary of the Milford Havon 
oil spill. This was to be loi lowed by actions against 
opencast in the welsh valleys. 



Vans arrived from around the country to find 
Utile local work had been done by CBEF1 (not even 
accommodation had been scried) end no decent 
plans were in place, the ‘organising group' not 
s even turning up to sort out the mess. Meanwhile 
j hundreds of cops watted at the port, Thankfully, 

: the wonderful Reclaim the Valleys stopped in days 
: before they were duo to and sorted a squat and a 
j few docent actions. Nevertheless, it was a 
\ disempowering experience to Say the leash 
l it was followed by an action at Shoreham Docks 
that drew 50 people.' and 800 cops. Like at 
Milford Haven where the refinery had been closed 
l despite no action,, all work at Shorehem stopped 
s for the day. On one level these actions were 
successful, in that they slopped work 
\ comprehensively, but disempoworment meant they 
Stifled any chance of long term organising around 
the issue, 

i Public defeats also resulted in a loss to tho 
movement "threat capacity'— something which had 
tho power to stall developments before they 
j started. Though oven successful nations! actions 
= (such as that at (Joe Hill opencast in Yorkshire. 

- which turned into a smorgasbord of criminal 
damage] did noi result in local campaign numbers 
swelling, the threat capacity factor meant that local! 
I groups looked a whole lot scarier to the target 
l involved.. This fear was a factor in many 
developments not going ahead, 

= Attempts to go beyond Individual land struggles 
to gel at the root of the problem' usually meant 
taking a step backwards to occasional, media 
centric events with no easily winnable immediate 
r objectives. National direct action campaigns 
agams! the od industry and ruling class land 
ownership both died early on. 

A Shift from the Local to the Global 

[ in 199? a major shift of emphasis happened in 
tho movomoritr At the time if wasn't so obvious, 
but after a while it would become seismic. The last 
massive eviction- b#isecJ land struggle with multiple 
camps was tho resistance at Manchester airport . 
This was near Newbury in scale and saw weeks of 
I sieges and evictions, scraps in the tree*, night- 
time fence pulling and underground tunnel 
l occupations: ^What Newbury did for the South, 

: Manchester Airport did for the North in terms of 
I attracting thousands of new people and cementing 
: the network' 47 

Both sides of the conflict were now highly 
evolved, with complex delay tactics and well-trained 
[ state tunnel and tree specialists: on one level it 
became a clash of professionals, Manchester 
probably continues to have an impact on the speed 
• at which the government is prepared to build hew 
airports, but the cam pa igp— unlike that against 
roads or quarries— was not easily reproducible. 
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Mer (ill., I here wasn'( any major expansions 

eteewhora happening at the time. 

Once the evictions Mad finished, some moved 
onto smaller camps around the country — bul many 
of those who remained active moved off site and 
onto new terrains of struggle, Britain's htgfieidy- 
pi;]gnidy mix of lend occupational office invasions 
hind naiinnal actions were happening in a global! 
context, and that context was changing. In 1997 
two landmark events happened, one in 
Cambridgeshire and one in Southern Spam: both 
ifotild shape the nest period. 

The Mexican Zapatista rebels had inspired 
sirugglers around the world and in 1996 held an 
encirenrro of movements for 'land, liberty and 
democracy - in Ihelr Lacandon rainforest home, A 
diverse mix of 6,000 turned up. The following year 
m 1997 a second global oncuantro was held in 
Spam. Attended by many from Britain, this 
proposed chy formation of the Poo pies' Global 
Action {PQ A), It seemed a now global movement 
wah. being born and EF!ers wanted In. At the same 
lime i! turned out that the 'globe' was soon coming 
to Britain, 

’In (he Autumn of 1997 a handful of activists 
started to talk about Ih* May 1998 GS summit. It 
seemed an opportunity not to be missed— world 
leaders meeting in the UK and the chance to kick- 
start the debate on globalisation . ~ m 

On the continent there was increasing 
resistance lo genetic engineering; but in Britain* 
n one, in me summer of "97 in a potato field 
somewhere in Cambridgeshire activists earned out 
(he first sabotage of a GM test site in Britain. It 
*as the first of hundreds to come. 

Land Struggies—though suit useful and active — 
would soon no longer he the main 'hook" the 
movement hung on. Camp* would continue to be 
set up and many victories (and some defeats) were 




yet lo come bul (he radical ecological movement 
= was definitely now going in a new direction. The 
\ Land Struggle Period had Inspired, involved and 
trained thousands. Let's make no mistake — it 

- 

played the major roFe in the cancellation of 500 
new roads, numerous quany/open cast 
j expansions, and many house building projects. An 
amazing corning together of rebel subcultures 
j (travellers, animal liberationism EFlers, c&iy 
j squatter s, Welsh ex miners, ravers, local FoE 
■ activists and the madf forged the biggest wave of 
struggle for the land Industrial Britain had ever 
seen. 



Consolidation and Global Resistance Period (1908 — 2002) 



The spectacular growth of our action 
through) much of the '90s was in part 
thanks to the clear ecological priority of 
the moment — stop roads. While many 
camps continued after Newbury against 
other developments, without the 
obvious and nationally unifying factor of 
major road-building the movement was 
a hit lost. We had never had to really 
think about what to defend before; the 
Department of Transport did that Job for 
us. By moving into a period of 
Consolidation and Global Resistance we 



could pretty much sidestep this 
question — for a time anyway. 

; Tribal Gatherings 

Throughout the ‘905 EF1 gatherings were the 
j main place that activists from ail over got together 
j to discuss and organise. White most that attended 
fetl some alliance to the EF! banner, many were 
not active in listed EFE groups and would net 
consider themselves TFIers'. More, the gatherings 
were/are a placer 

where people Involved in radical acoldgieal 
direct action — or those who want to be— get 
together for four day^ of time and space to talk, 
walk, share skills, (earn, play, rant, find oul what's 
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on, find out what's ne*t, live outside, strategise, 
hang out. incite, laugh and conspire. ''' ,9 



High street spuM centres spread a cross the 
country, helping group Outreach end 
censoWatfan. Open end oceossthle pom ice! 
spaces challenged popular perceptions; m ooh. t 
didn't know An^rcnrsts cleaned windows " said 
one fittto old Indy to a sponge-wielding squatter. 
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At mo 1997 garnering near Glasgow attended 
by around 400 people in total. it was obvious that 
with the roads programme massively scaled down, 
some major things were going to change. White 
There were many discussions throughout the week. 
Those wore some of tho key points: 

* Tho notional mads programme would continue 
to create Individual aberrations (such as 
Birmingham Northern Relief Road) but it would 
not provide so many sites for resistance nation- 
wide, 

* The road campaigns had been very successful 
as struggles, but had. largely failed to leave solid 
groups or communities of activists behind after 
the "direct action camp roadshow" moved on, 

* Most of those present saw the radical ecological 
movement (and ER m particular) as a network 
of revolutionaries, part of a global liber tarian. 
ecological movement of movements, 

Of course these things converged. Given that \ 
revolution wasn't looking immediate that week, as 
revolutionaries we had to be in. it for "the long 
haul'. The fc 90s had seen rapid growth, thousands 
had taken action out l he movement:, being 



relatively now, didni hove the infrastructure to 
support long term participation. With loss major 
lands struggles, less people would get Involved in 
direct action. There was a high risk that 
established groups might entropy when activists 
got disillusioned. 'Non -aligned' individuals who had 
been active against roads, yet who hadn't become 
part of any network, might simply drift into 
reformist po I itics/work/d rugs/mental asylums, r ^' 

Unsurprisingly the gathering didn't cook up any 
magical formulae, but it did throw together 
something passable, To tackle a drop in 
'recruitment" concerted outreach would he done 
and to keep what activists the movement did have, 
local groups would consolidate. The light against 
GM test sues was enthusiastically accepted os a 
new terrain of action. 91 The keynote overling talk 
on tho weekend was done by a woman recently 
returned from the Zapatista autonomous 
tefritoflefl* With the first congress of Peoples 
Global Action (PGA) coming up Iho following Spring 
It looked like despite the drop In sizeable 
confrontations on the land, we were in for an 
exciting few years... 

Local Consolidation and Outreach 

Squat cates were nothing new, but 199B saw a 
sudden prolife radon around the country, as groups 
took over buildings in highly prominent locations, 
creating autonomous spaces where people 
interested in direct action could mix and conspire. 
In January. Manchester EF! opened up the first of 
many OKasional Cates: h The squats were intended 
mainly to get polls lea I ideas across through 
socialising, as political groups in Manchester were 
quite Inaccessible.*^ Similar projects were carried 
opt in Brighten, London, North Wales, Leeds, 
Worthing and Nottingham, In Norwich a squat cate 
was opened because the loculi group thought It 
would: be o good idea to do a squat centre as a 
Form of outreach and as a group building 
exercise/'' 1 In this period "direct action forums' 
sprung up all over— regular town meetings for 
mischief making miscreants. Both the forums and 
the centres were essentially .ittempts to bring 
together the diverse scenes of animal 
iiherationlsls, class struggle anarchists, forest 
gardeners, EFfens an d She (ike. 

In parallel with this put reach, many radical eco 
circles were working to give themselves permanent 
b^ses and suppoit mechanisms” needed for the 
long haul. 54 The number of towns with activist 
housing co-ops would increase substantially over 
the next fout years, in the countryside quite a few 
communities of ex-road protesters would 
consolidate in bought or occupied lend/ housing 
from the Scottish Highlands, to Yorkshire and 
through to Devon. Others went onto the water in 
narrow boats. Following ihe lasl evictions al 
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person was run down and then beaten with 
truncheons. 22 arrests." 5 ® 

Meanwhile Sabotage of GM sites was on the up. 
The first action against a test site may have been 
in '97, but by the end of '9S k thirty-six had been 
done over. Most were destroyed by small groups 
acting at night — covert, anonymous, prepared and 
loving every minute. Others were carried out by 
hundreds in festive daytime trainings , GM 
sabotage by this time was becoming an 
international pursuit with actions throughout the 
"Global South' and trash mgs in four other European 
countries. One of the best aspects of test site 
sabotage Is that ft has been a lot less intimidating 
for people to do if they have had no experience of 
sabotage, After oil. you don't need to know your 
way around n JCB engine {or an incendiary device) 
to work out how to dag up Sugar beet. Alongside 
sabotage, other actions against gm proliferated, 
ranging from of lice occupations to the squatting of 
a {recently trashed) test site. 

Activists were getting more sorted, as Police 
fffrwtow attested; "The protesters an* ingenious, 
organised, articulate... They use inventive tactics 
to achieve their aims. Forces are having to deploy 
increasingly sophisticated techniques in the 
poncing of environmental protests." 57 These 
'sophisticated techniques' were oiten quite 
comical: "Undercover cops whcrd set up a secret 
camera in a Taysiefe farmer's barn and parked up 
in their unmarked car, hoping to catch some of the 
Scottish folk who are decontaminating their country 
by removing genetic test crops, had to run for their 
lives- when the car exhaust set the barn on fire. 

Both the barn and the car were destroyed. 1,5 * 

On May 16th the annual 08 meeting eamo to 
Britain. The last time it had been here In 1991, 
hair a dozen EFlers had caused trouble. In 1998 
things were a bit different — 5,000 people 
paralysed central Birmingham in Britain's 



Manchester airport dozens moved into the Huime 
redbrick* in Innsnctty Manchester, other needed 

'supgxjris' such as vans, printing machines, a 
mobile action kitchen, prisoner support groups and 
propaganda distribution were slowly built up. This 
process of oonsoti dating local direct action 
communities has paid a large part in making sure 
that the radical ecological movement hasn't been a 
one hit wonder: dying off after the victory against 
the roads programme. At its centre was the 
obvious truth; what"s the point in trying to get 
more people Involved if you can't keep those who 
already are? 



On the Streets, In the FSetds 

This period saw an escalation of crowd action 
on the shoots and covert sabotage in the neids; 
both types of action increasingly seen as part of a 
global struggle. . 

In February >98 I he first over mooting of the PGA 
was hold in Gonovii, home of the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO), The congress, despite in built 
problems, was an amazing coming together of over 
300 people from movements across the globe: 

"There's a woman from the Peruvian guerrilla 
group Tupac Amaru chatting to an Russian 
environmentalist. Meartsy, activists from the 
Brazilian land squatters movement are doing some 
funky moves on the dancefloor with a guy from the 
Alpine seafarers union. Then some Brits brashiy 
challenge a bunch of Maori Indigenous activists to 
a drinking contest. "5& 

Needless to say. the Brits lost. Ideas were 
swapped, arguments had and plans were laid to 
take action around two events coming up in May-- 
the annual G8 meeting and the second ministerial 
of the WTO a day later. Back In Britain Reclaim The 
Streets parties were continuing around the 
country— Leeds 4 fourth RTS was typical: 

"West Yorkshire coppers threatened to ruin the 
party before it. had started, 
petulantly waving around 
Side handled batons and 
riflpfou&ly wrestling the not- 
yet-hntiated bouncy castle 
from the vigorously bouncy 
crowd . But after hall an 
hour of unrest the police 
suddenly withdrew. Then a 
full On SOOstrpng party: 

bouncy castle, billowing 
banners, free food and 
techno... At the end of the 
afternoon everyone 
escorted the system safely 
away, whilst the police seni 
* few cheeky snatch 
Wfcua ds into the crowd s 
dwindling remainder: one 
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STREET PARTY 



contribution jo me Global Street Party. Tripods r 
sound systems and banners were all smuggled into 
the area, = 

"There were some groat eombc scenes of police 
incompetence* including them surrounding pie 
Small Soundsystem (disguised as a family car) and 
escorting it into the middle of the party. They never 
once ashed why the “frightened family' inside 
wanted to escape by deliberately driving the wrong 
way around iho roundabout towards the crowd. By 
the time they realised their mistake it was all loo 

■ 

I ale... The decks were under the travel blankets* 
boys. What threw you off the scent? The baby 
seat, or the toys?" 59 j 

T he party, populated by ranks of scary downs 
and gumlng ravers, lasted for hour^, the normal j 
strange combination of ruck and rave. Unamused, l 
the leaders of the most powerful nations on earth 
fled the city for the day to o country manor. This 
being their showpiece , the day was a major victory. = 
Simultaneously other PGA affiliates were on the 
streets In the first International Day of Action. In 
India 200,000 peasant farmers celled for the | 

death of the WTO, in Brasilia, landless peasants 
and unemployed workers joined forces and 50.000 
took io I he streets. Across the world over 30 
Reclaim the Streets parties took place, from : 

Finland to Sydney. San Frenasco to Toronto. Lyon 
to Berlin. 




FbtfOwfng the Giobef Street Party* thousands of 
peopre from at! over Europe bring fire to the 



streets of Geneva. 



The world loaders (few off our island, no doubt 
with TV Images of dancing rioters on tholr minds, 
thinking ! Ab now to genteel Geneva and wine by 
the lake at the WTQ'. On arrival a huge [molotovj 
cocktail parly welcomed them, the car of the WTQ 
Director General was turned over and three days of 
heavy rioting followed. While the movement against 
power was always global, now rt was networking, 
and co-ordinating at a speed and depth rarely seen 
before. 

Street parties and GM sabotage continued 
throughout the Summer. No langur content with 
holding one massive street party, RTS London 
Organised two on (he same day— in both North and 
South London, By now slate counter-action was a 
real problem; following the M41 action, the RTS 
office had been raided and activists arrested for 
conspiracy. Despite iho surveillance- the parties 
were both puked off beautifully, with 4.0QQ in 
Tottenham and a similar number in Qn^ion. 

"1 remember two of us standing at Tottenham In 
the hoi sun, getting drenched by a hose directed fft 
us by a laughing local in a flat above- North London 
RTS had entirely outfoxed the cops and we knew 
so iNid South London, Three sound-systems, 
thousands of people —all blocking some of 
London's main arteries. St fen wonderful. 




"A couple cl nights before, seven oil seed rape 
lest sites had been, destroyed across the country 
on one night. I mean, both of us were usually 
P rutty positive about the movement yet if a couple 
of years before someone had predicted that one 
night multiple affinity groups would covertly bit 
seven different targets and that that would be 
almost immediately followed by the simultaneous 
take-over of two main streets in the capital; well 
both ol us would have thought they were a nutter. 
Thinking about those actions and looking around 
us at me smiling crowd we both cracked up. our 
dreams were becoming reality, we were getting 
stronger, the music was thumping and the party 
even had tented pissoirs over the drams!!"* 11 
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The Struggle is Giobni. The Struggle is 
Local ! 

Tiie PGA international Day of Action and the 
Global Street Party catalysed a wave of actions 
across the globe. unprecedented in recent times in 
terms of both scale and Interconnection, 

Hundreds of fndian farmers from PGA affiliated 

I 

organisations travelled across Europe holding 
meetings and demos and carrying oul anti-GM 
actions. Stonge occasions prolife rated. A squatted 
eMest site in Essex hosted a visit from the = 

farmers i, one of which tio much applause) sang an 
old Indian song about killing the English. The 
farmers* organisations had destroyed test sites 
and a laboratory in India, so despite she huge j 

cultural differences, this was a meeting of 
comrades. H one Indian pul it: "Together WO, Hie 
peasants, and you. the poor of Europe, will light 
the multinationals with our sweat and together we 
will succeed In defeating them/ That month nine 
test sites were destroyed in one night and a major 
research organisation pulled out of GM due to 
being constantly attacked by direct action^* The 
year would see over 50 experiments trashed. 

■ 




Next came Ji8„ bringing actions In 27 countries 
by Over a hundred groups. Thousands closing down 
the centre of the capital In Nigeria, besieging Shell. : 
aid 12.000 storming the City of london^pne of i 
the hearts ol the global financial system — wore j 

just two of the highlights. J 18 In London was more 
successful than anyone could have Imagined. Many 
Offices were closed for the day in fear of the f 

action. Many of those test weren't probably wished [ 
they had been. As the soundsytems pfayed, a [ 

festive masked crowd (9 P 00O had been handed 
put) took advantage of their control of a slice of j 
the city to dance and destroy. 

"I ran into the LiFFE building [the Futures 
Exchange],, smashing a low mirrors in the foyer and ] 
men rooked round to see this masked up figure 
light a distress here and hud it up tho escalators 
towards the offices. Fuck I thought, this is really ] 
hill on." I 



i was nicked... so I was in the police station,., 
one cop come In drenched from head to toe in 
white paint. I really had to control myself to stop 
laughing- - it looked like hod been shat on by a 
huge bird." 62 




The HQ of the GM food giant Cargill hud Its foyer 
trashed as wore the fronts of countless other 
banks, posh car showrooms and the like. The 
police were solidly defeated on the day. Above the 
crowd glittered beautiful banners, one proclaiming 
•Resist, Refuse. Reclaim. Revolt'; and to bach up 
the statement, hidden inside the banner were half 
a dozen broom bandtes — seen the next day on 
front covers berng used against the cops to great 
effect. Another banner high above the street 
declared — _ Qur Resistance is as GEobaV as Capita \\ 
with a huge list of places where actions were 
happening across the planet, June 16th, more than 
any event before It. saw the coming together of 
generations of radical opposition in a celebration of 
our power to create another world — unified around 
the planet by action. 

Thu success of the first two days of action had 
now created a global cyclo of inspiration. In 
November 1999, M3G saw more action. Timed 
once again to coincide with the meeting of the 
WTO, actions happened in Britain but undoubtedly 
the main event was In the US—Seattio. Tons of 
thousands brought the city to a standstill and In 
three incredible days forced the meeting to close. 
This was understandably seen as an amezmg 
victory, especially considering the paucity and 
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assimilated nature of much Of American 
opposition. The victory in America was mirrored in 
Britain by what many saw as a defeat. RTS London 
were now in a pickle. People expected mem to 
organise big muss events. but apart from being 
very busy many wore worried about the (violent | 
genie they had let oui of the bottle on JIB. N30 in 
Loudon was o static rally, masks were not handed 
oul. Despite the burning cop van (always a pretty 
sight I N3D London remained contained by the 
police, and to a certain extent by ihe organisers. 
For good or bad you can't torn the clock back — 



from now on any RTS style event Sn the capital 
would sec massive policing and people coming 
expecting a major ruck. 

Of course, resistance was not only centred \ 

around GM and the international Days Of Action,, or 

for that mailer around internationalism; the iocaf 
was ill at the forefront for many. While the big 
days got the column Inches, everywhere activists 
were fighting small local land struggles and 
increasingly getting stuck into community 
organising. Sn fact, in the twelve months loll owing 
1 he Global Street Party, there were 34 direct action 
camps across Ihe country* 63 Most of these were 
now a combination of tree houses, benders and 
tunnels and set up agarnst a diverse set of 
developments,. While most were populated by what 
The Sun described as The ’tribe of Tree people', 
some were almost entirety done by locate— Ihe 
type of people who before the "road wars might 
hove simply written to I heir MR. Direct action was 
so big in the “90s that it was/is seen as a normal 
lachc for fighting projects, 

TMs generalisation of direct action is one of the 
many hidden hut hugely important victories the i 
movement teas had, \ 

While there were no major technical Innovations 
in camps over Elite period (Nine Ladies in 2002 
looked pretty like Manchester Airport in 1997— but 
smaller! there were many victories. Simply Ihe 
threat of a site slopped many developments and i 
many camps had to fc iat down’ after victories, 
usually against locai authorities or developers. 

Even evicted camps sometimes resulted in victory. 

In London a camp ran for a year against a major 



leisure complex in Crystal Palace Park. The eviction 
came at the coat of over LI million, 

* Bailiffs, accompanied by around 350 police- 
moved on to the site and began removing Ihe fifty 
people present from the various tree and bunker 
defences. The evlcupn was completed □ record 
breaking 19 days later when the last two 
occupants camo out of the bunker they had been 
in since the beginning of the eviction ." 54 

This campaign won. The eviction cost, and die 
prospect of more trouble, freaked out the council 
n-p end. Though this period saw far less victories 
than the fight against the national roads 
programme, It saw many more victories where 
camps themselves actually won there and (hen P 
Despite this, without the unifying nature of the 
previous period (and wiui many activists both 
'looking to the global* and not willing to go lo 
sites), camps decreased in number. 

Other factors also included increased police 
harassment (especially following JIB) and of 
course defeat Shrough vielory'. In the South Downs 
during this time, two major developmgnis- the 
Hostings Bypass and a house building project in 
Peecehaven^ were bcih halted (for now} after 
direct action pledges wore launched. Many other 
groups have been In this situation* which, while a 
cause for jubilation, has meant that ' the culture of 
camps" has suffered set backs while its spectre 
wins victories. The year and a half between July 
“99 and January '01 saw only ID camps operate, a 
quarter of the number Ui4.b[ had boon active In the 
previous year end a half. Since January '02 there 
have never been more than four ecological direct 
action camps at any given time. 

Other local struggles such as those against 
casualised workplaces or for access to the land 
have continued, never though really become period- 
setting events One major area that many have 




A cherry picker heists an acfiwsf out of Me 
trees af Crystal Palace. The development was 
shelved — just one of many of Me victories on 
tho land in this period. 
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A doomed ttoe in d &tofiie wasteland 



moved into — of (on at tlio some tine -as night-time 
sabotage and irregular 'big days out' — has been 
community organising, from helping run women's 
refuges and seif defence, lo doing ecological 
uducahon with kids end sorting out local food 
projects h this work has been an Important 
extension of direct action, 67 While these actions 
don't directly defend ecologies they (hopefully} 
work to grow libertarian and ecological tendencies 
in society., an integral part of mo revolutionary 
process 



Guerrilla Gardening 

The next PGA international Day of Action was 
Mayday 20CHX Onco ^gam there were actions all 
ever | lie globe. Across Britain events happened m 
quite a few established ‘aclivist towns', many very 
Successfully; unfortunately overshadowing them 
was the mess that was the London "Guerrilla 
Gardening' event. 

The idea of doing another big notional achon 
was mooted at an EH gathering in Oxford the 
previous winter — nearly everyone i bought it a 
terrible concept. The state would massively 
prepare, the number of Imprisoned activists would 
no doubt increase. As has been argued 
el se where ,' 69 Mayday 2000 — and most of its follow 
ups — were essentially attempts to copy JIB minus 
the street violence and sound-systems. 

JIB had coma from a momentum built up by 
street parties and anti- road protests, and it worked 
in part because it involved groups all over the 
country and had the element of surprise. As with 
national EF1 actions after Whatley, the police wore 
cnce bitten, twice shy. Containment of the crowd 
by both i he cops, and in part by the organisers, 
treated whet most saw as doth a rubbish party 
an d a rubbish Not. Up until this event there had 
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always been quiuj a strong working relationship 9 
between radical ecu groups nationwide and 
actrvists in London, Following Mayday this would 
sadly decrease. 

Ironically, the symbolic ''guerrilla gardening’ at 
Parliament Square only succeeded in reminding 
activists across the country why they liked actual 
guerrilla action P like covert Gm sabotage; and 
actual! gardenings on their allotments. The next 
year's London Mayday was hardly better. The 
double whammy of N3Q followed by Meiyday 
resulted in RTS London losing its "great party' 
reputation, at the same time as Street parity* 
were happening less and less regularly across the 
country. 

Meanwhile actions against GM continued to 
increase in soale T some Involving up to EGO 
people. The vast majority, ho waver, continued lo be 
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carried out covertly at n ight. Gtobalty, GM sabotage 
was now spreading even more. Across the world 
shadows in the moonlight wore rating GM crops 
trials to the ground, Spades, sticks, scythes, 
sickles and fire brought in the harvest. Doors 
splintered as labs were broken into, Pies were 
aimed at Ido arrogance of the powerful* 
Harassment and disruption greeted the biotech 
mduslry wherever It gathered. The deputy head of 
the American Treasury sold in a statement to the 
Senate that the campaign against genetic 
engineering In Europe “Is the greatest block to 
global economic liberalisation presently In 
existence/ 

The actions wore hugely Successful in 
frightening institutions into not extending GM 
research and forcing many supermarkets Eo 
withdraw from pushing GM food. Sadly though „ 
J pure research' was rarely attacked in Britain, 

Apart from the major successes the campaign 
achieved /is achieving. GM sabotage schooled 
hundreds in covert, cell structured sabotage -a 
capacity which will no doubt become aver more 
useful. 

Channel Hopping 

Given the decrease in day to-day struggle and 
Eho failure of the London si rent actions, there was 
a sharp Burn towards InEernnElonol riot tourism. The 
biggest workshops" at the 2000 ER Summer 
gathenng were for those preparing to go to the 
next meeting of the World Bank and the IMF In 
Prague.. Hundreds went from Britain, experiencing 
an exerting range of success and failure. 

Divisions over violence and symbolism that were 
afways present In the British scene were thrown 
into relief by the extremes of the situation. Some 
joined the street-fighting International black brock, 
others [both pro- and anti- violent attacks on the 
summit), formed togelher in the Pink end Silver 
Block. This "Barmy Army" was a contradictory group 
of people with quite divergent views, pulled 
together by a desire for “national unity'. Diversity in 
this ease, was definitely NOT strength.. Putting the 
problems aside (dean with well efse where™), 

Prague was Immensely inspiring. Thousands from 
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all over Europe converged and forced (he 
conferences to Close early, creating a surreal, 

] almost civil war atmosphere. Though the crowds 
= failed to break into the conference, they shattered 
the desire of future cities to host these events. 

■ Previously, a visit from one of these August ruling 
class bodies was the dream of any town 
bureaucrat or politician— now ic was their 
nightmare. 
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offices and the corporate library in She!l-Mea 

House in London, 

"January 4th was Ogam Day. celebrated sin ce 
Shell was forced out of Ogoni through massive 
resistance. The concerned individuals seized three 
key locations in the building, some of which had a 
phasing view o f Waterloo bridge and the banner 
bein^e, bung across— by others— reading T 5helt: 
Rllhy Thieving Murderers. + ’ T 3 

In 1999 the keynote speech at the EF! Summer 
gathering was made by a visiting Papuan tribesman 
from the OPM. His inspirational talk resulted in 
actions across ihe country that Autumn against 
various corporations involved, Sporadic actions 
would continue in solidarity with this South Pacific 
struggle, as well as financial support for refugees 
and medical aid for prisoners, bolh actions which 
literally kepi people alive. 

Loss theory, it was more lived experience 
abroad trial Inspired solidarity work back at home. 
By 2001. most towns listed with EFI groups had at 
least one returnee bom the Jungles of the Mexican 
South West. In 2001 a steady stream of activists 
going to Palestine started, many doing valuable on- 
the ground solidarity work in the heal of the second 
intifada— and the Israeli crackdown. 

Those returning from abroad wanted to 'bring 
the war home' with a range of actions, speaking 
tours and fundraising pushes. Of course GM 
actions are also in part solidarity actions with Third 
World peasants. From benefit gigs lo demos al the 
Argentinian embassy— solidarity work was 
increasingly filling the gap a lack of land struggles 
left behind. 

Then and Now 

This decade long retrospeclive ends al Che end 
of 2001. i did think of extending u when this issue 
of Oo or Die became ever later end later but i 



The following year, miry more from thE* 
movenicfiit would go Ip Genoa In Italy where an 
unparalleled number of people on Ihe street would 
dash wrtb the stale (and sometimes each other). 
Many also went to the anti-summit actions In 
Scandinavia, Switzerland and France. Only three 
years after trip Global Street Party and the riot in 
Geneva started the wave of summit actions, the 
global elite was having to organise massive 
defence operations lo stay safe behind their 
barricades. This wave Pf action not only inspired 
thousands, and spread the wildfire of resistance 
worldwide, it also forced many of these meetings 
to cut down the length of their events, move to 
ever less accessible fortresses and in some cases 
cancel their roving showcases all together. 7 * 

Beyond the big street spectaculars many British 
activists were increasingly spending time abroad, 
inspired by trio often more up for ft squatting 
scenes, This acted as a further drain on the 
rnovemoni. bui It also brought now experiences 
mlo 'the collective mind', aided future action, 
made real human links across borders and just as 
Importantly gave some amazing moments to those 
Involved. The move lo the territory of other nations, 
temporary for most, comes as no surprises in a 
period do fined by it* international ism. 



International Solidarity 



Back in Britain, the radical ecological scene was 
increasingly involved in solidarity wuh (largely "Third 
Wbrfd") groups abroad. As the Malaysia campaign 
showed, this had always bean a major part oi the 
movement, Following the '95 EF! gathering, 
activists invaded a factory that built Hawk, aircraft 
and hoisted the East Timorese flag. Throughout the 
tend struggle period, office actions, AGM act ions, 
embassy blockades, petrol station pickets and 
home visits to corporate directors had all been 
used to support the 

Qgpni/tjaw struggle in 
Nigeria an d the Bougainville 
Revolutionary Army In 
Papua New Guinea. Yet in 
this period solidarity with 
struggling communities 
beyond ihe capitalist core 
became a much bigger part 
of the movement. This was 
part and parcel of the shift 
in emphasis towards 
people seeing the radical 
ecoFogicai movement as 
pari of a global 
revolutionary movement. 

On the first business day 
of 1999, Three groups 
barricaded Themselves into 
two senior management 



Lio or mm/Uch 10/33 






in me Peak District, the Nine Ladies camps 
have i weathered three winters, deterred new 
quarries, and kept camp culture aitve. 



thought better of il for a number of reasons. Firstly 
It seemed a neat end point: secondly mesh of this 
issue of Dp or Die covers the next year and a half 
to Summer 2003; and thirdly Pert Two of this 
article was released in January 2002 and some of 
what the movement has engaged in since men has 
been, at Feast partially, as a result of ils 
suggestions, For good or bad I'll leave It lo others 
to use hindsight Eo Judge whether some proposals 
were blind alleys or btl riding campaigns. To analyse 
them here would be definitely to put {he cart 
before the horse. 

Nevertheless, HI say a little about where we 
find ourselves. Looking at the first EF! AU of 2002; 
It seems strange, slightly worrying, but also 
inspiring that 10 years on there is an obvious 
continuity of action through the decade: a new 
protest site, nighMime sabotage actions, actions 
agamst summits, anti war demos. The centre 
spread is a briefing for the campaign to defend 
Northern peal bogs, a struggle from right bach in 
1991 (and further) that re-siercud in 2001 and is 
covered elsewhere in this issue. 

In a way the last year or so has reminded me of 
the firm Sack w the Furure (now I'm showing my 
age): no! only was the peal campaign hack up and 
running* but also there was an antiroad gathering 
in Nottingham, and actions wore announced to aid 
tribal groups in the Pacific- 

There are now far fewer EF] groups listed than in 
the mid '90s, and the travelling culture many silo 
activists came from has been largely destroyed by 
state force and drugs. Nevertheless, the radical 
ecological movement Is In a surprisingly healthy 
slate and has succeeded in not be^ng assimilated 
into the mainstream. Ten years on and we"re still 
more likely to be interviewed by the police than a 
marketing consult or academic (remember to say 
"No Comment" to all three!:). The movement Is still 
active and still raw* Many places continue to be 
saved by ecological direct action, our threat 
potential still puts the willies up developers, and 
pocpJe are still gelling involved and inspired. 



■ 

■ 



i, 

: 

i 

B 

: 

■ 



: 






n 






i, 

i 

■ 

Tl 

J 

: 



B" 



- 



: 

- 

. 



i 

■ 

“S 

. 

E i 

: 






Our gathering this year will probably be attoiYdcd 
by around 350*400 in total — the same kind of 
number it has been since 1996. While we don't 
went to build up the movement rike a Leninist 
party — 'more members, pfease more members' — 
the facl that we have stayed at this number 
despite catalysing situations of struggle Involving 
thousands should give us some pause for thought. 

Two prime contradictions have haunted Iho 
radical ecological resistance on this island. British 
ER was bom as a wilderness defence movement 
with no wilderness, and evoked into a network of 
revolutionaries in non-f evolutionary times. The 
process of consolidation that was started in 1997 
enabled radical ecological circles to survive the 
slowdown of domestic (end struggles after the 
victory against national roadbuilding. This process 
combined with the upsurge in ‘global resistance’ 
enabled us in part to sidestep the questions 
posed by the above contradiction s, 

If we want to see the wildlands defended and 
any chance of libertarian,, ecological fr)o volution 
increase then practical action is needed. Much Is 
already underway, hut more is needed and without 
a clear strategy wc are bound to fail- Part Two: 

The Four Tasks’ aims to provide some pointers 
towards a unified strategy and attempt to resolve, 
or at leasl overcome „ some of the contradictions Of 
our movement. 

On a personal nole the Ten years of radical 
ecological action' documented here have been 
immensely inspiring to mo. It's tw?en an honour to 
stand on the frontlines {as well as lounge about in 
loung&s) with some lovely, brave, insightful and 
amazing people. 

Thank you.* 
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JQ?art Two: 
The Four Tasks 






In Part One we looked at some of 
radical ecology's recent history; now 
It n s time to stop looking back and start 
looking forward. I called! Part One 
1 Recent Fre4flstory p because the past 
is prologue. An understanding of our 
own movement's evolution so far Is 
essential when discussing in which 
directlon(s) we want to evolve* 

F or if we are going to Help catalyse a movement 
that can 'confront, stop and eventually reverse the 
forces responsible for the destruction of the earth 
and its Inhabitants/ we are going id need good 
Strategy. 

we live in important limes. This momenl does 
not a Now us m uch margin of error. 

This Is an attempt to SrOiicHfy my ideas on our 
strategy and put them across in a digestible form. 
Though | am doing I ho typing and She menial Ming* 
tho Ideas are by no means mine alone. Some &re 
very common in our circles, in the last few years 
having reached the point of cross-group 
consensus. I will state Thom nonetheless as it's 
useful for those wlto'vc recently entered our arcana 
world, who may not know the subtext. They are \ 

also worth clarifying, for those of us whose minds. : 

rilled with the subtext,, bacon w murkier every day. 
Many of the ideas are not in any way cross-group E 
consensus They are offered up and can be treated 
as delicacies or dogfood depending on your taste. 

This is a strategy document written to promote 
discussion in Britain's radical ecological direct 
action movement. Much of it may be useful for 
people from other circles and counties, BUT it is 
NOT an attempt to build some overriding strategy* 
for 'the emerging global resistance' or any similar 
abstraction. While It may be useful for readers in 
the global North, \ reckon it's largely out of context 
Jn che Majority World. Even within western Europe, 



cull ure h terrains of struggle and movements vary a 
lot, it’s worth reiterating the obvious. Strategy 
should be informed by tho global context but 
primarily shaped by the local conditions. 

A Small Editorial Note 

*P&rl Two : The Four Tasks" was pro- published 
for the EFl Winter Moot in 2002 where ISO 
copies were given out bee. I did this for two 
reasons. Firstly I wanted lo get feedback with 
an aim to improvement* end secondly I feared 
that OoD No. 10 would not come out for 
months.., or years. DoD Mo. 10 came out 17 
months Idler and l got qulie a lot of wise 
responses. Many of those thoughts from good 
warriors and friends huve been incorporated in 
the re-written text printed here. In large part 
this project, despite its mcgiomaniacal 
undertones, was always a collective effort— a 
bringing together of many of the strands that 
bind us together as movements. The many 
helpful suggestions, criticisms anti funny chars 
shat nc suited have made it all the more ao. 

As a strategy document it is "of its time 1 
more that most writings, maybe. As you are 
leading this well over a yuar after it was written, 
action has moved on. One gizjrmg example is 
the peat campaign, mentioned as an embryonic 
campaign* when in feel It has now succeeded in 
most of its original! objectives. Some 
recommendations In tins 'Patt Twcf hew been 
taken up, others ignored. While some increased 
activity in some areas may seem— in 
hindsight — a result oF this test, it would mostly 
be more true Id see the four tasks as mirroring 
existing trends, not necessarily inspiring them. 

In some places ( nave updated the text to lake 
consideration of this time L>g P mostly (hough I 
have Just left the text unchanged with the 
occasional | editorial in!drmisslon|. 
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Growing Counter-Cultures 



We treetf to catalyse living, loving, fighting counter-cultures that cart sustain 
rebellion across generations . In both collective struggle and our everyday lives we 
must try to live our ecological and libertarian principles* Our counter-cultures must be 
glimmers of ecological anarchy^fertitlser for the growth of collective imagination. 
Fulfilling this task is what will enable the others to be fulfilled over the tong haul. The 
counter-cultures must be bases from which to carry out ‘thumb in the dam' actions 
and give support to rebellions beyond the core, in times of crisis they should act 
decisively against authoritarian groups* The counter-culture 's eventual aim should be 

total social transcendence — (Revolution. 



“[An anarchist hoc Inly] can hordly conre atom when isolated grou ps I ollow n 
policy df rufllit.incd for the sjiku of resistance, Unions wo enn first prove that 
anarchism work* through creating libertarian com mu nit Inn . the critical level of 
support tluit we need wilt never materialise, for tho mass of workers will otherwise 

tun! I miti to to IrcllLForodotJ by authoritarian propagandas,." 

"lOni’l reason for developing a IlhborlnHan social find work structure Is throt it is n 
bulwark against author liar lan groups when the upheaval comes. If we have net yet 
leamt the lessens of the Russian and Spanish revolutions when the communists 
f'.iva^ely attacked the freedom of anarchism, then we do not deserve to survive as 
a movement- We start at a severe disadvantage vls-A^hs our authoritarian 
’comrades', and they will easily destroy us again unless Eli? she r its of libertarianism 
arc already pushing through the crumbling remains of the aid society. 5 ' 

— Stuart Christ re. To wards A Citkefts Mffltln. 
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Map Reading In the Social Desert 



Things are going to shit. They have 
been for a long while (10.000 years) 
but now M's getting really serious. 
Social solidarity is imploding and 
ecological systems are being ravaged 
as never before. What Is needed is an 
entire change of direction for global 
human society. We need to find each 
other and together find our way back to 
nature. 

W& mosl totally dismantle the technological web 
of slavery and dependence I hat we have been born 
into. For the earth's remaining forests to stay up, 
the worlds Me tones have to come down, To do 
this we win have to take on the most murderous 
ruling classes ever to disgrace iho earth. 

Of courses, within the realm of contemporary 
politics, these solutions are dot only unrealistic, 
but also unintelligible. That hardly matters. The 
biological meltdown is fast making the logic of 
industrial society Irrelevant. 

Reformist manoeuvres in this context resemble 
rearranging deck chairs on the Titanic. Global 
ecological and libertarian evolution, though 
incredibly unlikely is a far more realistic strategy 
for defeating apocalypse and globar slavery than 
recycling or voting for the Socialist Alliance. 

A consensus in plenary at the 1997 E FI 
Gathering was that “the movement 1 saw itself Os 
On ecological revolutionary network. 1 This is a 
considerable change from the past radical 
ecological view that sees no hope for positive 
social change this side of indusinai collapse. 




So. if we set ourselves ihe task of advancing 
(Devolution here in tho core, how are we going to 
go about It? We are talking vast change here. 
Lefties just went to change the tubes of I he gome 
leaving hierarchy, Ideology and industry Intact We 
l want to stop the gome and start living, While they 
want to burld workers power (power for lefty ex- 
: Students mostly) we want to destroy power and 
■ abolish work. This is a massive {though not a 
j mass 7 } undertaking. 

The mythical Revolution fs not something that 
1 wkl Just happen suddenly one day after we've 
polished some ideology long enough. (RJevokftlon 
■; is a process of individuals and collectives 
reclaiming what has been taken from us„ 
rediscovering pur power and ereallvlty together,. 
Sometimes gradually,, sometimes in huge leaps 
I during times of greater struggle. 



Expand the Cultural Danes 




If we ure to actually change things 
then there are some things we have to 
do; We have to build our own economic, 
justice and social systems. We have to 
do this all the while maintaining an 
equal emphasis towards destroying the 
existing culture and its fucked up 
systems " — Making Punk A Threat 
Again* 

(Revolution ?s about practical change Ln 
everyday life, class consciGusnesSp solidarity, love 
and imagination. 

f Revolution i$ the evd iuifonary process of ffte 
creation of new worths. 



Ecological direct action courd ex? Just an oxdtmg 
j holiday of autonomy between leaving school and 
entering [he world of work and parenting, ll that's 
) d»l it ends up being, then it has still given mo and 
thousands of others some of (he most beautiful, 
f exhilarating and just plain weird moments In our 

f (tvC!S 

i However if we really want to kick this system in 
and grow a new world we have got to build a 
mutt igenerai ion ar culture that can sustain us for 
| the long haul. 

in growing ecological llbarterim counter-cultures 
; it is worth looking at past experiences of anarchist. 
(r)e volution. Probably (he best example in the West 
remains that of the historical Spanish anarchist 
movement. 
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The Spanish Anarchist Counter-Society 

Us anarchists haver a tendency lo fetish (go 
Spain 1936, in the non-lnsurrectlonary limes lhaE 
we live, looking back lo a 'golden age of 
anarchism' can seriously gel in Ihe way of 
analysing and struggling In She here and now, we 
are a long way off from the cataclysm and clashes 
of the Spanish civil war. However there is a lot lo 
learn from the Spanish experience— less in the 
trenches of Aragon and more in the movement that 
gave them birlh. 

A simplistic view sees trie Spanish revolution as 
darting in 1936 and ending with franco's victory, 

In fact the (revolution had started decades Oof ore. 
Franco's attempted coup d'elof and the ensuing 
ciwfc war was the rich's (eventually successful) 
attempt to stall the growth of a culture trial was 
reaching transcendent levels in many purls of 
Spam, Increasingly doss conscious m d 
» comhatative workers organising In largely} 
anotchisl unions were immersed in a 

i multigenorational culture which not only opposed, 
hut replaced, much of Spam's state/church backed 
infraslrucEure: they were maturing into a movement 
Thai given a few more years, would have been 

r gtmos! impossible to destroy. In learning about the 
movement that franco had to unleash a sea of 
Mood to wash away we can see In part wrial needs 
Id be done in our own times, 

I \n hus bnllianl book about The pre-cMi war 
anarchist movement Murray Bookcriln has this to 
say; 

P "The Spanish anarchists left behind them a 
tangible reality that has considerable relevance for 
social radicalism today. Their movements J hcroie 
],ears” 1&68-1936 were marked by a fascinating 

■ process of experimentation,., [They] had evolved 
an astonishingly well organised subculture within 
Spanish society i hat fostered enormous freedom of 

■ "Wlmi these Spanish anarchists aimed for, in 
irffeci.. was a coun tor society 1 lo the pad one. It is 
easy ta mistake this for bin 'alternate society'. one 
that would co exist with capitalism as an enclave of 
(Hjnty and freedom, however, nothing could be 
further from the truth. The Spanish anarchists 
expressly rejected the concept of an "alternate 
society' with its hope of peaceful reconstruct tor 
and its privileged position in a world oi general 
misery... Since social or personal freedom could 
not be acquired will^n the estabrishod order, they 
wowed a "countersociety" as terrain in which lo 
remake themselves info revolutionaries and 
remote their interests from any stake in bourgeois 
society. r , The bureaucracy, state, bind church wore 
the anarchists mortal enemies; any voluntary 
sJeaknga with these institutions were to be avoided. 
Children were sent to libertarian or union schools." 



‘Wherever the | anarchist movement] had a 
I substantia! following it established Centro Obreros. 
which functioned not merely as union headquarters 
but as cultural centres. Depending upon its 
resources. Ihe Centro Qbrero might provide 

■ literature, books, classes, and meeting baits for 
j discussion on a wide variety of subjects. This 

j institution exercised a profound influe noe on me 

\ personal life of ihe worker who belonged lo 

anarchist influenced unions,.. Ricardo Mel la recalls 
Seville "with Its enormous Centre Obrero , capable 
[ of holding thousands of people. ” 5 

H Far mors important than the episodic 
' revolutionary uprisings, individual atoniados 
\ (assassination of bosses or bosses men), or the 
[ danng escapes of small circles of comrades was 
the ability of the Spanish anarchists lo patiently 
knit together highly Independent groups (united by 
social conviviality' as well as. by social views) into 
siieabie. coherent organisations, to coordinate 
them into effective social forces when crises 
emerged, and to develop an Informed mode oi 
spontaneity trial fuelled the most valuable traits of 
i group discipline with personal initiative." 

"Out of this process emerged on organic 
L community and a sense of mutual aid unequalled 
[ by any workers movement of that era." 16 

We are in a very different situation today end 
we arc quite different people. Trio Spanish counter- 
: culture was an expression of e transitional class 
captivated by an ideal trial reflected its rural 
communal past and its harrowing social present. 7 
vet we should take inspiration and practical 
I guidance from their example. 

In Britain a similar— but significantly different— 
working-class culture of mutual aid grew in 
nineteenth century industrial communities. This 
! culture sought to resist the Intrusions of an 
' industrial system into every aspect of people’s 
lives and was Ihe domestic nipside of defensive 
workpiece struggles. 

People endeavoured to mitigate for each other 
vlsitabons of sickness, the death of children, the 
perishing of women in childbirth and a continuing 
inadequacy of baste resources. Much of this was 
: the work of women, and was possible thorough 
networks of kinship and neighbourhood, as well as 
the associations in the workplace, through trade 
l unions, co-operative societies, burial clubs and 
. friendly societies. 

: Many radicals saw in this lived working class 

E solidarity culture an emriryo of a non capitalist 
I society, but thanks lo industry and ideology it 

■ never embraced libertarian insurreciionry fervour 
I like its Spanish relatives Jn fact, the opposite. 

| Despite— nr perhaps because of— the monumental 
I mistakes made, we can learn a lot from The still 
warm corpse of the British labour movement, 
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Love's Labours Lost 

in Britain— birth piste or industry— the 
transitional crass came much earlier lhan 
elsewhere. Defeated In a biller class struggle 
Britain's poor had internalised industrial Fogic 
and embraced social democratic ideas even in 
the midst of continuing struggle. The working 
class (under significant influence from marxist 
socialists) created the hopelessly reformist 
Labour movement which in turn institutionalised 
the culture of working class mutual aid In I ha 
welfare state. 

Thus whereas Spanish working class 
solidarity grew anarchist (revolution and the 
CNT. British working class solidarity produced 
the welfare state and the Labour Party. The 
post war 'triumph - of the labour movement and 
the founding of the welfare state was the near 
i oia I subsumption of the working class by the 
state, not the other way round as lefties choose 
10 believe. 

Thu welfare state produced a security for 
capitalism whtch enabled it to set out on a 
pcuiod of expansion such as had not been seen 
since the exuberance of the early nineteenth 
century. An expansion which Is bringing life to 
the brink. 

The inter-generational culture of the British 
larbour movement has now been destroyed over 
the last 20 years or so by Thatcherism/ 
Neolibareiasm. with the decimation of heavy 
industry and the restructuring of the economy 
most of the old strongholds of the British 
workers movement no longer exist — e.g, mining, 
shipbuilding, the docks and the nationalised 
industries. 

it Fa continuation into the relatively recent past 
underlines what many liber l arran s have pointed 
out. Under the veneer of illusory command if is 
voluntary co-operation, mutual aid. nurturing, 
human solidarity and love lhat keeps society from 
imploding, More though wc are concerned with 
something grander than mere survival -living free. 

30 Years of Temporary Counter-Cultures 

Beyond the 'First World ' significant counter- 
cultures are arising, ym here in the capitalist core 
since the "proletarian glory days' there have been 
no f revolutionary counter cultures on the kind of 
seismic scale that evolved in Spain, This is no 
Surprise given that the ‘class in transition 1 that 
defended the barricades of Paris, Barcelona and 
Kronstadt 1$ largely no longer found in the core. 
Since the "60s upheaval Bnlaifi has seen quite 
number of anarchist/ecological counter-cultures 
form then dissipate through inertia, slate 
repression, or simply assimilation, These 



autonomous cultures — -squatting, feminism, 

: travelling, punk, buck to the land, ecological direct 
! action camps, animal liberation, anarchism etc.— 
j have all predominantly been youth movements 
? operating in the heady (and vanishing) space of 
dole autonomy, 

l They have remained temporary because they 
i have largely boon generational: failing to either 
accommodate the changing needs of their ageing 
| members or haying any ability to involve younger 
| generations. The one major exception has been 
travelling which has evolved into a 
mulligenerabonal culture — there are now three 
generations of "new travellers' on the road 
] together. Unfortunately travellers have suffered 
more state repression then anyone — resulting in a 
mass exodus from imam ol tens of thousands, 
j The temporary nature of these counter- 
j cultures- -though hot invalidating them — does 
sighlilcantiy Pirn it their scope from a (r)evoPutioruiry 
perspective, The struggle then is to first join the 
dots, link up these generetions of libertarians by 
creating mutt igonu rational counter-cultures. 

To a certain extent we have been going down 
this road for a few years. The inspiring actions of 
l the J 90s have brought many different age ranges 
j together. Yet our reduce! ecological circles stm 
remain very much Club 18-30’, |l first wrote the 
I previous sentence around four years ago and it 
I may he truer now to say “Club 2l-33 L l Rather 
■ worrying considering the next paragraph.., ho 
hum r | 

The next few years will show whether our 
i movement wfH share the fete of the Trots (who, bar 
students, are mostly in their late 40s having been 
: in their 20s in the ’SO/'TOs upsurge* — an isolated 
political generation moving through time shrinking 
I with every year. 

The craatfofl of mutu-gerwrRlion&t oounler- 
outturn* is MMOTtfAf simply flwi £to penpact Jve of 
l our miw&fk si tr m&L 

Opening Up Space 

More than anything else we need to open up 
space for (Revolution to grow. Keeping ourselves 
undigested within the bowels of the system Is 
going to bu difficult. Later in Te^k II f will talk about 
: biological meltdown and some of the steps we 
must lake to combat it. Yet just as civilisation is 
destroying nature all over the globe so too it is 
; haemorrhaging our internal nature, ("The best kept 
: slate secret is the misery of everyday life/— Raoul 
j Vancigem ) This ever speeding emotional meltdown 
\ is resulting in an epidemic of depression, self-harm 
! and violence. Without hope the oppressed will 
l always turn (heir violence on themselves and each 
other- Ever more people in the core are turning to 
j damaging pseudo-escapism; alcoholism, drug 
\ addiction bind even religion are an on the rise. 
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These panaceas only 
further poison society. 

Those without hope Out also 
without the ability to fool 
themselves turn in larger 
numbers to an escapism 
mat Is In no way pseudo — 
suicid-e. 

" Suicide is now the 
single biggest killer of men 
under 35 . .. The rate — three 
times that of women of the 
same age — has nearly 
doubled since 1971, 

Working class men are at 
particular risk, with suicide 
rates four times I hose of 
men in professional 
occupations*.* The 
Samaritans believe the 
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figures could be much 
worse . 1 as examination of 
mad traffic accidents 

Involving Just one ■ 1 1 

suggests that some of them may well have been 
deliberate ," s Although women — especially the 
young — lag behind men as 'successful' suicides, 
they are way aheap when It comes to attempts. 

Speaking personally E have already rest too 
many friends and comrades to death, depression 
and drugs. Many of these were great warriors and 
brave, good people who shone during the '90s land 
Struggles. But after these struggles and the culture 
It spawned ended, their shield from the world was 
gone, Soon after, so were many of ihenrt — it not in 
body then in spirit. I believe that for quite a few the 
temporary counter culture of land struggle pul off 
for years (heir HOT Inevitable descent. Il is from 
this that I lake the belief that the growth of 
counter-cultures can go some way to re-instilling 
end sustaining— hope and authentic human 
behaviour. Yet if wo are to make these cultures (at 
ksasl Surni-i Permanent Autonomous Zones then 
wo need radical spaces and comtYRJnillea that will 
hold. To a large extent we Have already started 
building swell; buying or breaking into mostly} the 
structures we need: 

Communes^ Housing co^ps, traveller sites,, big 
shared houses, farms, squats, direct action camps 
and land projects-. 

Social Contras: Squats, members clubs, 
resource centres. 

Our strength is in our ability to lake action 
ourselves and by doing so inspire others to take 
action. To a large extent both the Land Struggle 
Period and the Global Resit an ce Period wore 
catalysed initially by a very small number of 
people. Our network's strategy has been one of 
empowering others to replicate our activity father 



Soum Downs Mass Trespass; Rotftcaf ran on & sufrverafr* strati 
across Staten fond,. Ittegat ptentes tfitemla spoco for fftose ofhfl/wrst* 
stuck in the city, Kids play as plans an? plotted over packed Punches. 
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than expand ourselves as such. It is both a duty 
and a pleasure to live our ecological and libertarian 
principles end It we do $o as coherently and 
consistently as possible I believe it is quite 
infectious. Most of us r after all. got hooked on me 
laughs and commitment of others. 

While counter-cultures should, act as partial 
sanctuaries we should never forget the importance 
or defence through attack. In the words of the SPK 
(the ’70s armed German psychological! 'self-help 
group ): “CrvUfcsatioo: This sick society has made 
us sick. Let us strike a death blow at this sick 
society.’ 

Changing Change 

Too often radicals decry others' inability id face 
up to the desperate need for change. A few years 
back Jeremy Seabrook interviewed many radicals in 
an attempt to find the foot of ihair failure to 
change society: 

’We were becoming uneasy about the recurring 
theme that 'people must change’. We began to 
wqnde* if the reason why the parties advocating 
radical change were so unsuccessful was because 
they were striking against the resistance of people 
who had changed, who had been compelled to 
change, too much. The experience of 
Industrialisation had been driven and relentless 
change, and continues Id be so* Even countries 
which pride themselves on having reached an 
advanced stage of development, of being post- 
industrial, of being "developed \ constantly require 
accelerating change from their privileged 
populations. So why should we expecl that 
exhortations to change will be welcomed by those 
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Children team lo grow their own on 
allotments — rhe people's lend. 



who helve Known Mute else for at least two 
centuries? in this context, the desire to conserve, 
to protect, to safeguard; to rescue, to resist, 
becomes the hea^rt or a radical project. ** 



in the capitalist core, development is simply 
renamed progress and the ground is always moving 
from under our feet. Our "thumb in Ihe dam J 
defence of ecologies over the last decade has 
garnered vast levels of support. A similar but for 
merfe subtle process must be carried out to defend 
threatened positive social relationships. 

We must first root ourselves In surviving 
communal and ecological practises, preserve 
them* extend them and link them with the 
emerging counter-culture. 

In this- way the base for Revolution is not 
merely 'new' relationships fostered by 'radicals’ 
but age old radical (in the original meaning) 
relationships. One example is allotments and the 
connection to the land and sense of autonomy they 
: breed -under constant ihreat from development, 
the oppressed mum nude needs to wrest control 
of change from the elite, becoming no longer 
I change's subjects but Its agents. 



Counter (It) evolution 



The elite pre-empt counter-cultural 
transcendence with civil war + 

To attempt to seriously change the 
world la to put realism in the attic, a 
worthy piece of Spring cleaning. Yet to 
embark on a project of change without 
taking heed of the likely reaction is not 
merely idiotic but terribly irresponsible* 

“A truly rowoluiionory culture lhaE is effective 
I demonstrating realistic, sincere de signs ai med at 
the overthrow of established power) will be 
attacked by the built in automatic survival instincts 
of ihe established power complex creasing a need 
10 counterpoise the violence of power. Without I he 
ability to organise a counter force to neutralise the 
violence of established power, anil thesis dies. Wo 
are not contending with fools." «=&eorge Jackson^ 
I ho rich will try to preempt and destroy by 
m Hilary means any movements Of the multitude 
which have the potential lo transcend end destroy 
power. In Spam, Hungry, Latin America, 

Indochina — social threats and slate massacres. 
Relatively peaceful social struggle and 
construction is only possible up to a point — the 
potni at Lvbfeh It begins to seriously undermine 
elite power. 

It Is of course most likely that we will never get 
anywhere and therefore fail lo bring the roof down 
on ourselves. However if we believe radical social 
change is at all possible Shan we must think and 
prepare for the reaction. 

The leaflets for June iSth 1999 proclaimed 
trials "To work for delight and authentic festivity is 



barely distinguishable from preparing for general 
! insurrection'. I'm a bit of a sucker for Situation ist 
semantics but I have to say ihal pretty banners 
and samba bands do not armed militias make! 
Don’t gel me wrong, < like a good street party as 
much as the next twenty something; but let's call a 
[ spade a spade. 

Situ slogans like this hove been made common 
radical currency by the events or France 19 68: 

[ rioung students in the Sorbonne, factory 

occupations, red and black flags in the sunshine, 
j Franc# *68 is Often used as Justification for the 
. idea than spontaneous revolution can succeed 
] without the need for srgniftcani Revolutionary 




De Gauge's declaration of war on the 



movement and spirit of '68, Thousands chant 
for the well known marcttsi Cohn Bendif to be 
sent to Dachau, Me is a German Jew. 
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Any area declared free from state control wiH fool the might of 
government Jirr^ii^ik- As the graffiti istustrates , ( r)e volut ton — the 
politics of the people —needs armed struggle to survive. 






Troops storm Free Derry in Northern Ireland, the Bogstde h&d been 
barricaded by the community to protect itself from unionist attacks end 
to emote a functioning euimomous zone. 






pcopardtiofL in tael the failure of Franco '68 proves 
Ihe opposite* 

From the boredom and misery of everyday M& a 
momentous. social upsurge swept across France 
without warning. President Do Gaulle was freaked 
out and doubting the loyalty of Ihe French army left 
French soil for the relative safety of troops 
stationed In Germany. Great! Sul just as the 
upsurge had appeared, suddenly so too it 
dissipated. Why? 

There are a number of reasons — the Stalinist 
stranglehold on the unions chief among them. One 
simple factor, often ignored, was De Gaulle's 
appearance on national: television to basically 
proclaim 'if you want civil war FI! give it (o you". 11 
He insinuated ho had the loyalty of a largo part oi 
the army while revolution/] no s" could claim the: 
loyalty of none, White this was not 
entirely true Mellon committees had 
been formed within camps of 
conscripted soldiers to organise 
break outs), It was mostly true. 

Trusted regiments were deployed 
around Paris and widely 
photographed# 

A near million strong mass march 
of the forces of reaction took to the 
streets. Faced by this threat and 
sizing up the fight a large section of 
the working ctas&« already 
disorganized by the Soloists, 
understood its own weakness and 
abandoned the moment. Skirmishes 
at factories continued but De 
Gaulle's broadcast really was Ihe 
turning point. I magi nation is Power 






but the power of imagination 
is hot enough when 
confronted with the armed 
might of the state, Whei is 
needed Is class strength — 
an armed people# 

The failure of France in '68 
was that commfi so suddenly. 
Ihe rebellion never really went 
beyond negative opposition to 
move to positive social growth 
and defence- 

When offered civil war—the 
blood and the horror — many 
workers GQuJdnl envision a 
future worth it. They also 
knew that they didn't nave 
the Class strength to get 
through a civil war Ihe lack 
of a decade by decade 
counter-culture left those 
who occupied the factories 
nothing tangible to dcTend 
and expand and not enough weapons to do it with. 

By resigning itself to the resumption of party 
politics Instead of engaging In a bloody slug Test It 
would lose. the French working class was entirely 
logical- The failure of many radicals 10 SiZM up 
fights — and as a result zee the centrality of sn 
armed class In (r (evolution— says more about then 
class background than anything else. Stuart 
Christie, long term British anarchist, founder of 
Black flag magazine and attempted assassin of 
Franco h puts it well: 

'One of She fundamental rules of guerrilla 
warfare is to spread the struggle to every piece of 
territory and to every facet of life. Unless the 
seeds of anarchist freedom have already been 
sown there „ we are doomed !o perish however 
good our military pfbparadon mlghi Oe."'-' 
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Surplus Baggage 



Despite our professed militancy and 
radicalism we still carry a lot of 
baggage from the political terrain many 
of us first got involved In— single issue 
campaigns. As has been pointed out 
el se where p our move Into * revolutionary 
politics 1 has often been carried out by 
pressure group methods. 

Our responsibility to any (revolutionary process 
Is nor io make revolution, but to evolva counter- 
cultures that can make revolutionaries, 

ideally counterHeySiures can have enough time to 
ovoivo, through struggle, io a point a( which social 
transcendence, total (revolution, Is possible. By 
such o time ii would 6c able to field considerably 
armed class strength and possibly do real elite 
attempts to drown U in bloody counter (revolution. 

Of course history rarely (eaves anyone alone 
with their plans end this is just such a case. Hero 
foes the rub, in the words of a Canadian army 
military historian: 

^Revolutions are not, in feet made by 
revolutionaries. The professional agitators, the 
terrible exiles or history have seldom succeeded In 
raising even the smallest revolutionary mob. The 
best they can hope for is to seize control of trio 
course of the revolution once it has started. The 
thing itself is caused by the persistent stupidities 
and brutalities of government* 13 

Thai "revolutionaries'’ don't make revolution 1$ 
no bad thing considering those who executed most 

Some Proposals 




The practical work Involved In this task 
Is far more than afl the others. 



It means growing teal friendships which cars 
weather the storms of struggles and relationships. 

it means creating our Fives so parenting and 
activism neither conflict with each other oc are 
seen as separate things, 



of the last century's revolutionary hopes were the 
very people who described themselves as 
j revolutionaries— socialists like Lenin and Hitler. As 
i libertarians a large part of 'our Job 1 is to slop 
• these murdereus parasites from semtig control Of 
j the course of tidal waves of change. -How far we 
L are away from crises of this scale is unknowable 
[ but discussed in Task III — Preparing for Crises. 

By strolling on to the terrain of revolution (at 
least theoretically) we are confronted by a plethora 
of leftist Ideologies. Thankfully as libertarians we 
are inoculated against infection from some of most 
virulent — end stupid — authoritarian dogmas. For 
i Instance wo have rightly rejected out of hand much 
of the (rMKculoui) party building and fetishism of 
organisation which characterise the 1 revolutionary 
(HA!) loft" In particular end capitalism in general. 

■ There is an opposing left tendency that 
j disagrees with almost any activity aimed at 
j preparing for the tumultuous events that punctuate 
history. In times or Social crisis faith is put in the 
: "revolutionary impulse of Uw proletariat'. One can 
: sum up Erie thecuy of this tendency as (til be 
\ alright on the night’, There Is unfortunately stttie 
[ evidence from history that the working class — 
l never mind anyone else— Ira inlrinsicly predisposed 
[ to libertarian or ecological revolution. Thousands of 
: years of Authoritarian socialisation favour trie 
[ Jackboot and this is the very reason why libertarian 
countercultures are so im par lent. 




It moons growing food on our niicinttnis and 
rebuilding the land community. 

It means consolidating locally. 

! it means a forced Into Jobs continuing ihe 
struggle in the workplace* 

It means solidarity between groups. 

It moans being vigksnt against cultural 
\ assimilation^ patriarchy and. depression. 

It means safe houses. 

■ 

It means acting together informally In ou-r shared 
Interest, vour mates landlord won't return her 
\ deposit — a short office visit by her mates should 
[ sort that out. 

| it means demolishing authoritarian socialists in 
j general and Nazis and £ tali rusts in particular, 
j It means not allowing us to drift apart. 14 
It moans i rain mg. 

(I means taughing together as we Fight togeiher. 



44/Door DlV'fei 1C 




in 2002 the 1 iff 12 Ofub in Bradford celebrated 20 
year# as a libertarian social centre. Formed out of a 
ciatmants ' union in 198 } , it hosts a for. cafe and 
Infostiop. Offshoots range from Mayday festM^es 
to a Peasants'' CoifeedVe. Totioy, with hundreds of 
members. It's part of a growing network of teg at 
mb tttegal centres across Britain, 



can know someone 
far years and not truly 
know them as you do 
after a day or 
struggle* 

Acts of purposeful 
resistance build quf 
collective strength but 
we shouldn't just rely 
on events but train to 
grow our grower, ftvn 
Faster — go running 
with a male, Trash 
Better— learn 
sabotage skills before 
you need them- Find 



Really (he lust is too long to go through. I will not 
even attempt to catalogue what ingredients good 
countercultures needs —social evolution and the 
IndtoMoal situation will do that. 

The two primary divisions in this society that 
need to be overcome are our disconnection from 
each other and our disconnection from the land. 
Practically there are some very obvious things we 
Can do now as an evolving counter-culture. 

Reconnecting with each Other 

1) Build a British Social Centre Network 

Social centres— which place polities where they 
Should be. in friendship — are the key to viable 
counter-cultures, piobabfry because of the post 
■70s travelling culture Britain is unusual in not 
developing a social centre network. Across Europe 
social centres ore at the very heart of anarchist 
countercultures. (This is also true incidentally of 
Irish Republicanism and Basque separatism). This 
process has begun and from ihis one act of 
organisation a thousand acts of resistance win 
follow. [Since this was first published a London 
Social Centres Network tins formed and plans are 
afpot for one nationwide.) 

2) Prepare for Strike Support 

Our circles* despite Inhabiting a economically 
■peripheral social position i casual labour, dole* 

Single parenthood) have a far better record in the 
last 10 years in supporting strikes than the left. To 
quote a shop steward from the Liverpool Dockers: 
‘others lalk P these people do! H A small amount of 
thought can make our ability to use direct action to 
intervene in workplace struggles much easier.. 
Solidarity among the poor— the very basis of 
counter-cuttures and anarchy. 

3) Resist Together, Train Together 

While a (f)evoiutionary culture can include 
everything from cabbage growing to hip-hop, 
without active resistance a culture will not hold. We 
need to be up against it to make sure both that 
the petty things don't spirt us and the big things 
bring us together. Living in a mundane world you 



Oireclfon — go orienteering at night. Get Fitter — give 
up smoking collectively. Hit Harder— spar with 
friends. Strength i£ infectious. 

Reconnecting with the Land 

1] Crow the Land Community 

Allotments are available to us. oil thanks to 
| Nineteenth Century arson, bul hundreds of sites 
every year are being destroyed by developers. 

Mom direct action is needed to slop this 
I haemorrhaging of an inheritance born of struggle. 
Mo re work allotments- In Britain than work In 
farming and it is only from this land community 
that any hope for ecological autonomy can grow. 
The experience of growing your own food is 
j (rjevolultonary. 

| Allotments also offer a jump point for those 
I committed to leaving the cities and towns. On 
l these small patches we can learn many of the 
skills in miniature needed if we are to grow out of 
] ouf dependency on the industrial. From farm 
communities in Cornwall to land projects in the 
Scottish Highlands many of our circles have gone 
'back to the land in the last decade. Many more 
will follow. The can of the soil cannot be drowned 
by the cacophony of traffic. 1 ^ 

“In the final analysis r all 
revolutions are fought over the 
question of land. "—Malcolm 

\ 2) Re wild Ourselves 

Get out beyond the streetlights and min the 
: stars, Hear the darkness and see the sounds of 
i the night. Learn skills, light fires. Discover wild 
| foods. Sit quietly in a wood and wait. Guide kids to 
j the true joy of mud and spiders. Wear down the 
soles of your walking boots, harden the soles of 

■ 

your feet. Get naked in the sun and snow, Rack a 
heavy rucksack with everything you'll need for a 
weekend camping, then leave it on the bed and 
walk out (he door Nurture saplings., plant the 
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spring. Improvise shelters, gc( nifty wi(h o knife. 
Don't go to work — fuck In forests. 

3) Continue Ecological Land Struggles 

in Britain our struggles over ecology and 
wildness are powerful theatres for the growth of 
ecological sensibility. In living on. for and m 
defence of the land* one forges an immensely 
strong connection. Fluorescent bibbed cops 
grappling with tree de renders brings out into the 
open the age old conflict. On one side the 
pfopof ty/sidto axis, on the other wildness, 
diversity, freedom. Gy creating these situations of 
struggle, mythic discourse is shattered with a 
power no essay or clever turn of phrase will ever 
hiive. Unleashing these revelatory (Revoiutionary 
moments i-s at the heart or our action. With every 
broken illusion we take a step back from the 
abyss t V 




Task Conclusion: Grow and Live 



For new worlds of land, liberty and love 
there will he both kisses and gunfire. 

Taking responsibility for our own lives and those 
around us is daunting, ft's not just the cops, the 
bosses, the scabs and the poverty that keeps 
people working for the man. EFs the terror of the 
blank page- we are schooled to be dependent on 
fictions, and commands, not to believe in 
ourselves. Growing and defending new worlds is a 
daunting task, yet the alternative is far worse. An 
acceptence of a tide of void that consumes 
species and peoples while It daily drains us ol 
dignity. 

The aim of our counter-cultures should be total 
social transcendence-H£f Revolution, Thai 
(Revolution is extremely unlikely (there is no point 
pretending otherwise] does not fundamentally 
question the need for countercultural grows k 
Counter-cultures are not only new worlds for the 
failure but barracks and sanctuaries for todny.+ 

Notes 

1) pimply ftKhirv, dwvn fn.ykfy if n rcfllrty, H mnj tw iTMir (0 
&HffY IPmG iw 4*Dii C Id tuXOitic 1 -KOltigK-fll iOOlutlOTiWWi. 

2? CrvilnaLkm- heMl ua rtfi la btCCmp Irtcrn.i ninety iiotaf h! 

individunlri (hut c.in. only EFURl *-■ iwirt of P Jnp&f . Atfl hgrl tartan 
’rovokrli amf rertormials ahhc often Edik oi the iw*d Tw .3 
mwi nKJVtmmf' It? crtufoi phango , y*yi UMFtnnipv ztianga only 
happen* 4 ii 'everyday bf«f , Chech out ipo pamphlet: -VNfMass— 
.MPEftPils dJ Or#JHiair>p ft* CftitoCtA r»i. 

H Mmktng F%mk A FTltfM Ago*} by PfQtfW*} EJdat#tM. 

41 r*w Sp^js^l Vi^rc-hiS-Ts: Ttw HetOrC nm 1G5&193E by MWV0 
Soakchir lAH ft«a, 1BW) ISBN 19731? W K. P 2PM 
51 Att p, 14S 
6; JDmJ. p. 2S8 

71 'Po-manl* and Ihe TraiL*IClQful Clp&t" prt (fa ml gE T«H IV 
martin* IM Siji ihf r 

ft; lE ! 5 Goca 10 Taps', Ctn-hTVfr iVfjif.uirn-. 09/06/02. 
ft) TTmt fiirv-rptf A^insi d'.hdryffl l>y Troypr Blackwell and hwiimy 
S^n&rook. ISON 0 0063 090 1 7,p 3 



10] frr My fjw by frafgv LArm^ylni t f l7S] p. 

50. BlOCh LAcrfltl&n fl^n^r Jackson rtitt killed by the KfWf 
irinde In, in QLWH’in priaan only a tew d iy* alDar ftmahlrtg. ‘hi* 
&W* 

113 Cnr.^L'a 4 PKS tM iMt V'C OttuPUIMM *foi-fvrif-| 

■ ffWKV. Miry 'Q0h y An™ Vi»wE, ISSN 0£40«11 0*JC. p. 94 

L2? Fiinorrfs j ClEifHH* fcMiPa iTT*nfin(m Nh. 1980]. 

1 33 The Coup D'Elrjl - by l.[-Oatof»ol 01 Goodipccd m Eha uUcrEaEIr^ 
Pul -snehtiy wuiid. OVfiMiKi ffr^isFoncv if Net^on^t oemw 

adlLiXt Ely Admri ll^litdnl. 

14J A guxE DPinE fitPH anpEhcr pop &UHipr; "Iri Mn>u *ay*, I reu% 
don'i Hkp in* ^ tf* 'PWfHPTiiiJ 19 poliEfcar mat 

M>ne of WkSk propoidh tcpriuinl ln*1eM ol all iocutf 
nH.TiliDfts pcirtg %ub&ymEdym*dm j .LA>3frtin.iUi la c^pihi*. Eln?y .irt* 
&u&4uimd tjj ih« tii^h *1 huilaiftfl, chp cuunrc/i«voiiii ico 

Murw yau iWI cfwi bidL L icd Ihol gitiaplr 1 iftllT apurl bttmjte Ehu> 
rvuliHi (hPt Ihfly lumply (hurt iihc nsigh njlh^r imy m ou*—nnd 
Nirn n rn^iG lx* ohhi-.i,;ii:> to uiy 1of4in#r Tor Ena t*ht 04 stia 
PMUion?* 

A tUngfi* «po19«d This *i *1 Bmpo^tpni to erow 

NutnLM^hA tiunurri FtIHH up Of InEPfllr^m 9iHAil dumAn iUn| 

A ^tod P^wnplc wm ItW y Bypn*i CwnpwnflT 1 

Ofto oi nir. lActPi^ thill tfituto n to eowi nm lhAt in*ro -Mtt 
Hhmr thirty ^nmpfe^paah wllfi -n dlMerHYl •lEmg-ijyM'i ih. in 

iviflm dPr«r«nE Pmdii m4i/b^4 ifh to t» m Mrono, n ■■ m Kxiiry irifr#, 
If m hpd nil boon p.n 1 of ono ORCANl SA11QN *o could no vor 
hAwf htUd locfllPwr ml mi. Arnnlty eioiip* rirucUim 1 iiwri; 
IjrL-Hrpa Pf 1rivnd*1] liraw OcXHflpr iulIunJI Ufiny fty 
[Miaplp nv much am hiM^n iR Ehn m Ec^pthpr. Met* II*i anc^hr-r 
mag k diiftrtnra wtLh rhJtNAM4hrm&. In i#hh o'kvh ul kpi* 
(>ori^on.nl clmh^t ora chooriliallcKl InEa ccNnptflflivf] tcrisnbloa for 
Cktnwiftncp QW Ihp m^R. m(vribn^hip 1 

15] In IftG cflxi-9 nolAUpn rrom rite hv<l can you rh«t. In 1h« 
caunl r ys i lie JnaCaflkxi ham alhri paapln cnn luivr Ifw wme 
Jinwt for IPU* rfRHn It it unpoHEanl lhat lhp» rr Hwng njqtg (he- 
kind dCr SP CDlltCEivCly HHt/Pf SBBy nt riC'^uiQr COhLiX I Wflh time 
gl^owh^rp. fhg MHlV Qt InnC— l?fl#l Qf i lle^iH— Rhgylfl bo 

s-wi-i ai m #rtimiofi -or ilw ciXfmtr-c^ltw *■ n&t 4 fliuJiS Re Km rt. 

Far mors hi oltolrfHiril hi^dry. fbraaT gaiUCnihg And Iprtd 
0400 'f CbfdftmUnB Inbyttni)* 

W D*e No. 7, 4> JO 

Iftl QuatMl try Slakc^ Carrmchufli |oi prpj ijl S**CCl m iEHacft 

a#k3 ^cpfuyfa : A flaw, Lhpw y wnat^ Ckmr OkiWvaf for & hm> 

L JbfilMfV oUi’ed Oy WdftdlE King nnd EiiP .Afiirinny. INn 
Am^rlcnn Uhrflfy. 1&731, 

IJi "Of rrmyPs n step clout to tfcsp-^i und tn« loony b-m“— Mys 
UKHhei OtiD odihx 



46/1)0 or Ui*/:;o. 1C 





Putting Our Thumb in 



the Dam 



just uf counter-cultures must open up space for 
{revolution to grow we must also open up time* 
The life support systems of the earth are under 
unprecedented attack* Biological meltdown is 
accelerating. [Revolution takes decades to 
mature. Unless force Is used on the margins of the 
global society to protect the most Important 
biological areas we may simply not have enough 
time- The last tribal examples of anarchy, from 
whom we can learn a lot, could be wiped put 
within decades if not mill tan tty defended. Thumb 
In the Dam* struggles aim to protect ecological 
diversity understanding that this civilisation WILL 
be terminated, by either the unlikely possibility or 
global (r) evolution or the certainty of Industrial 

co Elapse. 




"What would the world be. unce bereft. 

Of wet end of wilderness? Let them be loft, 

O let ihgffl bn left, wirdness and wet; 

Long live the wheels and the wilderness yet” 
wL V.., Bfml Manley Hopkins, ImMMikL 

H Our job ta to save the evolutionary building blocks and to make sure 
there are f^rluly bears and great bine whale* and rain To rests and 
redwoods so mew hero* *o that Jn the final thrashing of the industrial 
monster everything ultra that 1 * good on tills planet Isn't destroyed . 11 

--Dave Fore man, Earth First l co> founder. 




Here Come the End Days 



t 




The aim of this piece is to help prioritise and direct our action and organising. 
However our absolute action priorities are not left to us to determine. They have 
been decided for us by the point In history In which we live. For this reason l have 
made this task section considerably longer than the others. 



Industrial Capitalism has continued civilisation's 
age-old attack on the wild and free— resulting in 
unparalleled Biological and cultural meltdown. The 
decimation of wild peoples (cultural meltdown) and 
(he devastation of ecological diversity (biological 
meltdown) ate now reaching truly apocalyptic 
proportions. 

Biological Meltdown 

"Indeed, ass the indications are (hat we are 
standing at the opening phase of a mass extinction 
e^ent that will be com parable in scale to the five 
great extinction episodes (hel have taken place in 
the history of life on earth, the most recent being 
the Joss of the dinosaurs some 65 minion years 
ago, impending extinction rales are at least four 
orders of magnitude than is found Jn the fossil 
record. That means in the order of 10,000 limes 
greater a fngfuenmg prospect to say the least, if 



allowed’ to continue the current extinction episode, 
could well eliminate between a third and two thirds 
of all species... [within this) century." 3 

One third to two thirds of all species on earth— 
GONE! Stop a whale, attempt to conceptualise the 
magnitude of the moment, 

Nothing In the history of humankind has 
prepared us for this appalling event, but OUR 
: generation will probably watness the disappearance 
: of a third to one half of the earth's rich and subtle 
= forms of Pe, which have been evolving for billions 
: of years. Jn the early 1990s Michael Soule. 

I founder of the Society for Conservation Oiotogy. 

= made this chilling assessment of trie status of the 
earth's biosphere; 

j J For the first time in hundreds of million of years 
: significant evolutionary change in most higher 
: organisms is coming to a screeching hall,,* 

Vti\ tpbrate evolution may be at fin end, -? SouJe Is 
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saying that hymonily's disruption of Ihe 
environment has boon so systematic and profound 
than it has hailed toe same natural processes that \ 
have drought everything we know Into existence. I 
including our very bodies and minds. = 

a 

Cultural Meltdown 

It is tempting when facing this scale of doom to \ 
think or humanity as an Intrinsically scOCidai j 

organism, A pox on the earth. This however lets us - 
and our society — City culture — off the hook. j 

Numerous cultures have developed a ! 

■sustainable and harmonious relationship with their _ 
Surroundings: I he MtautL She Penao H the IKung, to \ 
name taut a few. These societies chose not to 
dominate nature, In the larger history of I 

humankind, they are tho norm and wo are the 
exception, \ 

On cMtisotiorVs periphery, some of those wild 
peoples live on. Their very existence is a serious 
threat to city culture; simply In the fact that they =■ 
show thal there is a reality outside our world. 
Defending I heir autonomy and the land of which ; 

they are a par t* they are the best protectors of \ 

some of the earth's wildest places, | 

Just as wild nature is being denuded and = 

domesticated, so loo is wild humanity. This century = 
will probably be the last for many cultures ages 
old. Civilisation aims to wipe out their other worlds. \ 
Men of money and men of god conspire. If these \ 
tribes are wiped out by our culture, ML will be the j 
first time In ml I Nous of years that no human 

™ m 

comm unil fas have lived in harmony with nature. 

Guns, gold* god and diseases could make Homo 
Sapiens extinct in our lifetime. For when the last 
gatherer-hunters are hunted down, all that will 1 he \ 
left of humanity will be In tho entrails of ■ 

Lcviaihen— hawng the potential for Hfe hut unliving.. 

"Land, the mother earth from which wo are born j 
and to which wo die. on whom our lives depends 
through which our spiritual ways remain intact. To \ 
Impose changes on this ancient order would* serve 
to destroy our dignity and Identity as Indigenous = 
people. Without the land, the peoples are lost, j 
Without the Indigenous peoples the land is lost- 1 — j 
Declaration of indigenous Peoples- 198 7 [ 

A Critical Moment 

It is in this context that we must see ourselves. = 
Not simpty as rebels against empire, like so many [ 

before us, but rebels at tho most critical moment j 

in human history. 

Our generation will likely see the decimation of [ 
remaining ecological/anarchic cultures and the 
haemorrhaging of the earth’s life support systems. 

As i outlined in Task s reformist strategies are 
irrelevant but (devolution is not only unlikely but 
also takes time. This has often been acknowledged j 
by radicals In the past, Emma Goldman in her last 



years wrote that she believed anarchy was too 
huge an idea for her ago to move to in one step. 
She looked to future generations, seeing in them 
hope for the spring. Her feelings echo that ol many 
over the aeons. Looking back, an example arises 
from the ashes and: war cries of arson and 
insurrection In early 19th century England- One 
rebel anthem sung with gusto at the lime 
resonates, 

“A hundred years, a thousand years, 
we're marching on the road. 

The going Isn't easy yet P 
We've got a heavy load. 

The way is blind with blood and sweat, 

And death sings in our ears. 

But time Is marching on our side. 

Wo wiEI defeat the years/ 1 
They fought, but like many before and after, 
failed to get lo the promised land. Yet they took 
solace In believing their path was right and others 
would follow* reaching where they had hot. Their 
belief Un an almost endless future of possibility, in 
the unswerving progressive march of humanity 
through and with time gave hope to l he weary. 

We no longer have that luxury. 

It is in this context that we 
must see ourselves. Not 
simpty as rebeis against 
empire, like so many before 
us, but rebels at the most 
critical moment in human 
history. 

Today time is not marching on our side, but 
again st us. We must tight all ihe faster. We cannot 
pass the gauntlet of defending the wifd to unborn 
generations. It is that wildness end those unborn 
generations that ere In peril today. Whet we do in 
our lives, in this moment, is of utmost importance 
For no other generation has the weight of the 
future rested so heavily on the present. 

Given ihe urgency, the pain, the horror and the 
magnitude of the unfolding catastrophe, the 
questions what lo do and where to start are 
daunting ones. Thankfully the way has been 
charted in pert by the last 25 yearn of radical 
ecological action, J Thumb In the Dam' struggles 
have been at the very centra of our activity. 

How can one best defend wild areas and 
cultures? ‘In the absence of significant (revolution 
the answer lies in a combination of conservation, 
direct action and the strengthening of ecological 
cultures. Groups such as the Wildlife Trusts (in 
Britain) and Censor valion international (globally) 
hove adopted land purchase as their main tactic. 
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This has its- place but the times call Tor a more 
militant attitude. Most of us have little money to 
protect habitats by buying mem up. while 
’prelected' areas are often far from safe. Direct 
action on the other hand puts the costs onio those 
who attach nature not those who wish to defend it. 
Trashing a digger poised to level a copse feels like 
a far more aulhsntic reaction to ecological 
destruction than any amount of paper shuffling. For 
most of os* well targeted direct action is the most 



effective and efficient use of our limited lima and 
resources. In the early '80s the failure Of reform 
environmentalism made this clear and me radical 

I ecological resistance was born. Militant direct 
action by warrior societies pulling tha ear Eh first I 
What objectives and strategy can we base our 
actions ground, given the vast scale of the attack 
and the minute scale of the resistance? This Task 
section will hqpeluMy give at least a partial answer, 

■ 



Defending- the Living Land 



Though it was from an understanding of the global ecological crisis that our 
movement was born It was in local ecological land struggles that our movement 
grow. As stated earlier, we can take pride in the beauty and vitality of habitats 
throughout Britain that are alive today because of our resistance to Infrastructure 
growth {roads}, resource extraction (quarrying, opencast coal mining, peat digging, 
timber cutting) and city expansion (house building) * 



These struggles have changed forever ail of us 
who have taken part in them. They have connected 
us to the ear Eh In a deeply emptipngl gnd 
mt*rin 1 ingfijl way. EahilaraltQn, tear, empowerment, 
true Human communication,, anger, love, homes 
and a feeling of belonging in boEh communities and 
tine land; these are just some of what we have 
been given hy these Struggles. I emphasise this so 
tbal what I say next is not taken as a disavowal of 
British focal ecological land struggles. 

To those of us brought up In Britain's 
woodlands,, copses, down I and and dales these 
habitats have an Immense importance— reaching 
deep into our souL However, from a global 
perspective now important ere these ecologies 
given the accelerating btolofiicai meltdown? 

We must direct our action whore it will have 
mosl effect. Trauma medics use triage to sort 
casualties according to priority —which lives ere 
most threatened, which lives ore most saleable, in 
this- way they can put the if resources where they 
will bavo most effect. Whgi we need then is a form 
of giob ill haui Eat mage for the Ecological casual ties 
of civilisations war on the wild, Thankfully jn the 
lest 1 5 years such a system has taken shape, In 
I ho form of | he Hotspot Theory- 

Hot spot Theory was first conceived by British 
ecologist Mormon Myers, First, it makes the task of 
defending biodiversity more "approachable" by 
demonstrating that we can conserve a major share 
of terrestrial biodiversity in a relatively small 
pur non of the planet, Secondly, it demonstrates 
specifically whore these areas are located,, and why 
they are so important, entering into considerable 
dec ail on what each of them contains. Third, it 
elucidates the different threats faced by each of 
the hotspots. 



Myers Hoi spot priority system uses vascular 
planes as the main determinant, given that plants 
are the primary liters of energy from the sun and 
are necessary for the survival of most other 
organisms. 

[ Hotspots are defined with iwo criteria. First. 

biological diversity- Secondly, degree of threat. A 
i minimum of 0.5ft of tola! global vascular plant 
j diversity i?ncfemjic: to the area in question is the 
1 primary cut off point for inclusion on the hotspot 
list- The theory uses the mosi current estimate of 
vascular plants as 300.000 Le. the cut ofi is on 
area must have 1.500 endemic vascular plants 
within its borders. Also bird, mammal, reptile and 
i amphibian diversity ig taken into account, in that 
[ order of importance. The second criteria, degree of 
threat, has a cut off measure mat Is; a hotspot 
should have 25ft or less of Its original primary 
natural vegetation cover remaining Intact. 

Hotspot analysis carried out between 1996- 
199S resulted in a list of 25 hotspots and two 
exceptional mi ni Hotspots (the Galapagos and Juan 
j Fernqde/ islands)- The hotspots are: 

Tropical Andos. Moso-amgrita, Caribbean, 

Ghoco Darien, Atlantic Forest Region. Brazilian 
Cerrado. Central Chile. California Floristic Province, 
Madagascar and Indian Ocean Islands* Easter Arc 
Mountains* Cape Floristfc Province* Succulent 
[ Karoo, Guinean forests of West Africa* 

! Mediterranean Gasm. Caucasus. Sundaiand, 
Wallaces* Philippines, in do Burma, Mountains of 
Central China* Western Ghats and Sri Lanka. New 
Caledonia- New Zealand, Polynesia, South WeaE 
j Australia * 

Cumulatively, these 2$ areas plus the mmh 
hotspots nave almost Bfl% of their original area 
destroyed or denuded witn only 12.28% remaining 
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The Hotspots: Earth’s Biologically Richest and Most 

Endangered Terrestrial Eco-Regions 







in Met. This insect percentage amounts to Jusi 
1.-14% of the land surface of the planet — a little 
smaller than the EUF1F 

A staggering 131 .399 vascular plants are 
endemic to the hoi spots representing 43.8% of all 
plants on ear in, Adding in estimations of non- 
endemic plant species found within the hotspots 
■brings us to an even larger irgurc. 

"Al Feast 65,7% and more ll holy 70% or more of 
all vascular plants occur within the 1.44% of 
earth's land surface occupied by the hotspots/ 4 
This Indicates a vast percentage of aFF life in 
other species groups 
fact 35,5% of the global total of non-fish 
vertebrates are endemic to the hotspots. Once 
again, adding in estimations of non-endemic non- 
fish vertebrates, we come to a figure of at least 
62%, Maybe perhaps 70% or more of all non-fish 
vertebrates occurring in the hotspots. As the 
authors of Hotspots say themselves: 

"If 60% or more of all terrestrial! 
biodiversity occuts in the most 
threatened 1.44% of the Fand 
surface of the planet, 
it is difficult to avoid 
the conclusion thut 
these areas deserve a 
lion's share of our 
attention over the 
neat few decades- 
Indeed, if... we are 
at risk of losing 
one third to two 
thirds of ail 

70% of mgr 
Philippines * 500 
species of endemic 
land vertebrates, are 
endangered. Only quick* 
strong action will save 
species like fiae kttt&fhslied 
Tarsiar, 



species within the foreseeable future, and if 
almost two thirds of al least the terrestrial species 
ora in the hotspots, then it seems fairly obvious 
that we may make a major dent in the entire 
endangered spccies/muss extinction problem by 
placing very heavy emphasis on the hotspots/* 

This analysis is immensely useful:, and has been 
refined further. Lots of number crunching later 
reads to a “top 9' Hotspot Hat; 

Tropical Andes, Sundalend, Meso-America. indi> 
Burma, Caribbean, Atlantic Forest ttegton of BiAr-il, 
Madagascar, Mediterranean Basin & Choco- Darien 
l Western Ecuador). 

These 9 areas account for 29.5% of att vascular 
plants and 24,9% of nourish vertebrates, mis in 
Just 0. 73% of tfie planet's fand surface — around 
half of frie size of the EtJft 

Further analysis on threat highlights three 
hotspots; the hottest of the hot They aro; 

The Caribbean, the Philippi nqs^ and 
Madagascar. 

if this theory Is correct, and there is every 
reason to think It la, some solid 
conclusions can be drawn: 

At this moment in lime radical 
ecologists around the world must do 
everything in our power to defend 
the 25 Hotspots. 

Serious action must be taken to hail 
or slow the destruction of the three 
hottest hotspots* 

Northern Europe appears nowhere 
on the hotspot list. In fact it has a 
reFStrvely low level of biological 
diversity thanks to a combination of 
climate, past glaciation and human 
habitat destruction H We should 
obviously continue to defend 
Northern European habitats * 

However in the context of the RtoOat 
biological meltdown* struggles fo 
defend Northern European horitfufs 
are entirely peripheral. 

The appearance in the hotspots list 
of the Mediterranean Basin should 
focus us In Europe. The fact that a 
hotspot covers parts of the EU Is a 
surprising revelation and one that 
has serious repercussions. 

Given serious action, the 
preservation of ‘Significant sections 
of global biodiversity rs a real 
possibility, if only because it could 
invoFve such a small percentage of 
global land surface. 

These conclusions combined wiih a 
sensible analysis of our powers fas 
radical ecologists primarily in Northern 
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Europe-.' begm l o gave us answers to the urgent 
question posed earlier. Where Id start? 

A hierarchy of gtofraf priority setting can follow 
the partem: global > regional > 'national > local > 
specific sites. Obviously,, given our location and 
limited powers, the priorities set by such a system 
cannot be transferred immediately to a list of 
practically realisable objectives. Beyond Ihis we 
can also so* a hierarchy of priorities for Socat 
habitat defence here on our island and Its 
environs — understanding ail the time these 
struggles* largely peripheral role in the global direct 
defence of diversity, For now I will talk of the global 
Terrain, What follows is a hierarchy of top priorities 
for terrestrial habiiai defence set in light of the 
hoi spot theory. 

The Hottest of the Hot 

At (ho moment the three hottest are undeniably 
the global priority areas for defence. Unfortunately 
facing reality we can have very little direct effect 
on these areas— -at present This Is likely to remain 
so for the medium term at least, Lars not fool 
ourselves. We ofien ignore threatened habitats in 
Britain because they're more (han a few hours 
drive from an "activist centre'. The Caribbean, 
Madagascar and the Philippines, 1 don't see any of 
our ropey vans getting there any lime soon. 

No waver, let's look a! them one by one, 

Madagascar: This amazing island has been at 
the centre of global conservation concern for 
decades, A number of British companies are 
involved in trashing it, our old friends RTZ for 
example. Actions against (hem would be very very 
good, it Is here, if anywhere, (hat the global 
conservation NGQ& have some chance of using big 
money to big effect. Like it or not. (hoy are 
probably (he islands greatest hopo. Many of them 
are using the HolspoE Theory to set their priorities 
so (heir targeting of Madagascar is increasing. 

Philippines: Of the three hottest hotspots it is in 
the Philippines that we have most extensive 
contacts. A number of EF1 groups ere active. 

Growing out of anarcho-punk there is a small but 
growing active eco minded anarchist, scene. 

Peoples' Global Action (PGA) called international 
days saw sizeable mobilisations, and anli-GM 
direct action by peasants is on the up. A number of 
communities are resisting the logging end mining 
that is destroying their areas, a remnant of the 
original gatherer -hunter population of the 
Philippines survtves. We need to talk more to 
Filipino groups to find out how we can best help. 
Solidarity actions, communication and funds should 
all be disproportionately channelled their way UK 
based companies are active and possibilities for 
joint action should bo pursued. While this 
responsibility belongs to us ail r soma people from 
our scene need Eo take on acting as primary 
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Intermediaries and push this forward-catalysing 

communication and action. 

Thu Caribbean: To put ht lightly many more 
people In Britain ha^a links with the Caribbean 
than with tlther the Philippines or Madagascar! At 
a guess I'd &ay [hat of the Majority World hotspots 
It is with the Caribbean that Britain has most 
personal (rather than corporate} connections. 
Unfortunately environmentalism!, for reasons 
around race and class. Is almost devoid of British 
Afro-Canbbean involvement. Thus ecological 
struggles are happening in mo region but are 
largely off our radar., 

While steps must be taken to remedy this, 7 our 
potential as a (predominantly white | movement to 
support this region is much smaller than that of 
the Afro-Caribbeafi communities. Some within 
these communities am working on the Issue, it'll 
be nothing to do with us if any major expansion of 
activity happens, so there is little point going into 
detail here. One thing is worth emphasising 
(hough, Mobilisation by Arro-CutlbteBn groups has 
the potential to be the most meaningful support 
work done by Brits for arty of the Majority World 
hotspots, Given the regions position as one of the 
three hottest hoi spots it coaid be the most gtobatty 
important eco-action curried out here. We have 
reason to hope for such a situation, end corporate 
ravages of the Caribbean based In Britain have 
reason to fear it. 



One of out main entry points for far off lands— 
anarchism — is little use to us in the Caribbean 
where anarchist groups are pretty much hor> 
existent, Cuba is the only island where a sizeable 
movement ever took fi» t and no organisations 
survive now thanks to Castro's social weeding 
The Caribbean is one of only two hotspots 
whose area is partly within the US. Unsurprisingly 
we know more people In Florida (han say P Haiti. 
EF!ers are active In Florida and good solidarity 
actions for them would be great. 
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The Top Nine Hotspots 

Moving down one level of priority to the top nine 
we find similar patterns Co the tap three. These 
regions are largely out of our direct reach- We can 
do Ifcttle at the moment bar actively supporting 
radical ecological influenced groups in these areas- 
Groups in the top nine Should he given 
disproportionate support and direct aid. 

Covering less than 1% of global rand surface, 
mostly in 'Majority World' location s r the top nine 
are of immense importance. In this contest even 
relatively minor conservation programs are worth 
supporting— physically and financially.®' 

Of course this kind of thing is all welt and good 
but we've rarely shown ourseives to be particularly 
brilliant at sustained international solidarity. We 
need to build a strategy based solidly on our 
strengths. Stopping developments. Fucking shit up- 
13 lochddeih. Sabotage. Land occupations. Broken 
windows and crippled corporate coniidence. To be 
foully effective wo need terrains of struggle which 
are both easily reachable and globally Important, 

Thankfully one of I he top 9 is within our reach — 
the Mediterranean Basin. The Med is bolh 
amazingly btodiveme and under serious throat. Duo 
to this hoispofi's direct, relevance to us and our 
activity 1 have re-printed here an essay by N, Myers 
and R. M. Cowling from the Hotspots book. I have 
shortened it due to space constraints, it's more 
eloquent than L so read it and then return to me. 




This huge hotspot stretches from 
Portugal to Jordan and from the 
Canary Islands to Northern Italy- It 
encompasses all of Cyprus and over 
90 % of Greece + Lebanon* and 
Portugal, though less than 10% of 
France, Algeria, and Libya. In Spain, 
6,000 of the country^ 7 t 5QQ plant 
species occur within the 
Mediterranean climate zone, In Israel 
1,500 out of 2,200* end In Morocco 
3.800 out of 4 P 200. 




The flora of the Mediterranean Basin 
includes 25,000 species of vascular plants, 
13,000 of which are endemic. This figure is 
very high when compared to the 6 r OOG species 
of non Mediterranean Europe in an area needy 
four times as targe. It is also the third highest 
of all the hotspots, being surpassed only by the 
Tropical Andes and Sundaiand* 

Thcs Basin's violent geographical history has 
produced on unusimi geographical and 
topoft/epbical divGreliy* with high mountain 
ranges, peninsulas, and one of the largest 
archipelagos in Hit! world* The Mediterranean 
Son includes several hundred Islands, 

In mammal and bird faunas endemism is 
moderate, at 25% and 14%. The reptile and 
amphibian faunas on the other hand, have 
revels of endemism of 61% and 52%. 

I he typical and most widespread vegetation 
type is a hard-leafed shrubiand dominated by 
evergreens. Shrublands, rnctudlng maquls and 
the aromatic, softifeafed and drought deciduous 
phrygana, have persisted throughout the 
Quaternary in the semiarid, lowland, and 
coastal regions of the Basin, However, prior to 
the onset of significant human impact, which 
started some 8,000 years ago, most of the 
Mediterranean Basin was covered by some 
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The Mediterranean Hotspot 



form of forest, including evergreen 00 k forests, 
deciduous forests. and conifer fOfests, 

Endemics are concentrated on islands, 
peninsulas, rocky cliffs, and mountain peaks. The 
principal foci in the Mediterranean are 10 smaller 
‘mtnhhoftspots within the larger hotspot'. These 10 
are areas in which unusual amounts of original 
vegetation still survive and where many of the 
endemic species hang on. albeit several 
threatened k These areas cover about 15% of the 
Basin's total area, yet account for almost. 4.BG0 
endemics, or 37% of (he total tally. Clearly, theta 
are priority sites for conservation of these prant 
components of Mediterranean biodiversity. 

Diversity and endemism among Mediterranean 
Basin vertebrates is much lower than for plants. 
The present number of land mammals in the region 
is about 184, ol which 46 <25%} are endemic. 
During me Holocene, put especially In the last few 
thousand years, many of the larger mammals 
became extinct because of sridification, habitat 
alteration, and persecution. The earliest victims 
included some spectacular species Sake dwarf 
hippopotamuses end elephants on some islands. 
These were folio wad by other large mammals, 
including the African elephant, wild ass, scimitar 
horned oryx, northern Iwtebeest. and lion. Still 
ol hers are so severely depleted as to be on the 
verge of extinction, among them the brown bear, 
leopard, and Mediterranean monk seal. 

The regions avifauna includes about 34S 
breeding species of which only 47 (14%) are 
endemic, A few small portions of the 
Mediterranean Basin also appear as priorities In 
Birdllfe Interna! ional's rocenl global analysis of 
Endemic Bird Areas (EBAs|. These are Cyprus, with 
two bird species confined to that EBA, and Madeira 
and the Canary islands, with 9 species, B of them 
confined to the EBA. end one species, the Canary 
Islands oystercetchar already extinct 

Endemism is much bolter developed in reptiles, 
with 179 species, 110 (61%) of which are 
endemic, and amphibians, with 62 species. 32 
(52%} of which ame endemic. Reptile diversity is 
highest in the drier, eastern and North African 
parts of the Basin, whereas the opposite is true of 
amphibians. For both groups the Mediterranean 
Basin is an important centre of diversity and 
endemism for some families. 

As is the case for the other hotspots, much less 
is known about the invertebrate fauna. One of the 
exceptions pro the insect pollinators, which have 
boon relatively well -studied as a group. The 
dominant pollinators are bees, with an estimated 
3 H OOO-»4 h 0OO species. 



Flagship Species 

The Mediterranean Basin is characterised more 
by its plants than its animals. Among the 
interesting plants are Ihe cedars: one endemic to 
Cyprus and represented only bv a very small relic 
population; another, fairiy abundant in Morocco and 
Algeria but experiencing very rapid depletion by 
limber cullers; end a third, the famous Lebanon 
cedar, mentioned below, hangs on in Lebanon. 
Syria, and Turkey, Another Interesting endemic 
flagship species is Ihe only palm tree native to the 
Basin, found exclusively In a liny corner of Crete 
and on the Dates. peninsula in Turkey, where 11 Is 
threatened by tourist development, 

A number of animals qualify as, flagship species 
as well. Particularly note worthy are the 
‘Mediterranean' tortoises, four In number. Among 
the endemic mammals, there ore several 
standouts as well. The Barbery macaque is now 
found in relatively small and disjunct habtlal 
pockets in the Rif. Loyen,, and Haut Allas mountain 
ranges of Morocco, and in the Chi fie. Petite, and 
Grande Kabylies mountain ranges of Algeria, with a 
small, weihknown popufation on Gibraltar that lives 
in a free-ranging stale but is provisioned. It is 
believed I hat the Gibraltar macaques were present 
since early times, but have been sporadically 
replenished by Imports from Morocco, The G/brattar 
macaques are now the onfy fr e e H vihg nonhuman 
primates m Europe. 

The Barbary deer is confined to a small area of 
cork oak and pine forest on the border between 
Algeria and Tunisia. The population is down to only 
g few hundred individuals, including those in 
captivity in both countries. The Corsican red deer is 
considered extinct in Corsica, and is now found 
only in throe mountainous areas near the southern 
coast of Sardinia. The total population is only 
about 200. 

The Mediterranean monk seal, though primarily 
a marine species, does use coastal beaches and 
has long been on important symbol Ft was once 
distributed throughout the Mediterranean, the 
Northwest coast of Afnca, and the Slack Sea. 

Today, the approximate 400 animals that stilt 
survive have been pushed to isolated spots in 
Turkey, Greece, ihe Atlantic coast of Morocco. 
Mauritania,, Sardinia, Algeria, and Madeira. 

Remnant populations of other once wide-ranging 
mammals include the brown bear, which still hangs 
on in the mountains of Spain* France, Italy, Greece 
and some of the Balkan countries* and two 
subspecies of the leopard, the North Alrlean 
teopcKd and the Anatolian leopard* both of which 
ore considered critically endangered. 
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Threats 

The present human population Of the 
Mediterranean Basin is some 300 million. although 
population pressures have existed for millennia. 
Indeed,, (here is no other region In the world where 
the development of ecosystems has been 
intimately associated with human social systems 
for so long. The region has been home to sizeable 
human settlements for weU Over two millennia and 
significant human activity for another six millennia 
[there was a large town In Turkey 8.400 years 
agoJj r F n Goman times, the more fertile purls of 
Tunisia and AJgoria — Rome's "bread basket' --were 
laid waste through agricultural Overuse, and the 
historian Pliny warned the ancient Greeks of the 
damages of deforestation, in Lebanon, the uplands 
were once covered with stalely cedars whose 
height, strength, and utility became legendary 
throughout the Old World. Felling of the trees 
started as early as 3,000 SC, when the 
Phoenicians began a lucrative (rude In cedar wood 
with the Egyptian Pharaohs and King Solomon, 
among others, Now the Lebanon highlands have 
lost most of their trees, and the cedar Is a 
threatened species. 




The Gibraltar macaques are 
now the only free-living 
non human primates in 
Europe* 



The Impact ol this long history o! human asseult 
on Mediterranean ecosystems lies boon huge, 
Perhaps the most severe transformation has been 
the conversion of forests* especially primeval 
deciduous forests, to agricultural Farids, evergreen 
woodlands, and maquis. The First significant 
deforestation began as early as 8*000 BC, and 
increased dramalicaily at the end of the Neolithic. 
Each wave of civil I sali-on creeled new pressures on 
the forests, culminating In the rapid human 
population growth and widespread increase fin 
mechanised agriculture of the present century. 

A crucial factor is fragmentation. The original 
vegetation has been reduced to only small patches 
today. This is hardly more than to be expected of a 
region that has been heavily sell led for over 2, OCX) 
years, longer than any other hotspot* While some 
vegetation iragmenis stilt total several hundred 
square kilometres, many arc less than 1O0 km2. a 
few ere I0km2 at most, and ono or two are down 
to a fine) handful of hectare*. Equally significant 
are ma ny of I ho 13.000 endemic plant species, 
which are "narrow endemic 1 confined to unusually 
small areas. This makes them exceptionally 
susceptible to threats such as expanding farming, 
overgrazing by domestic slock, and spread of 
urban communities, Fndeed, probably more species 
have already been driven to extinction In this 
hotspot than in virtually any other, some species 
having been eliminated many centuries sgo, 
totalling probably hundreds of plant spades alone. 
As for threatened species, the total for ptmis r$ 
put ms high as one half the entire flora. 

The outlook is not propitious* if only by reason 
of the surge in human numbers and their 
demands. While one can readily point a firmer at 
population growth in non -European countries It is 
Northern Europeans that generate most of the 
tourist influx to the Shores ol the Mediterranean as 
ihe biggest Fargo scare tourist attraction in the 
world There are around 100 million visitors per 
year already, scheduled to become iwlce as many 
within another two decades, The tourism sector is 
flourishing and expanding its disruptive impact in 
Spain. France, Italy and Greece* and increasingly in 
Turkey; Cyprus. Tunisia and Morocco. Through the 
spread of hotels and associated buildings, the 
constr uction of roads and other Infrastf ucture— 
plus the impact of millions of lout trampling 
through fragile environments every day — tourism 
has caused exceptional damage, ll Is now the 
most serious threat to seminal ural areas fin 
Western and Southern Turkey, and In Cyprus, 
Tunisia, and Morocco,, a list that may shortly be 
joined by Greece among several olher count nes r 
particularly as concerns the Mediterranean islands 
such ds the Baieancs, Corsica, Sardinia, Crete, 
and the Canary and Madeira Islands, 
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There are also growing threats Irom what has 
always been the number one competitor for natural 
environments,, agriculture, More people generally 
means more farmland to support them. Tne main 
agricultural threat today ties within food demands 
from people in far-off lands. Consumers of 
Nor thern Europe are becommg accustomed to 
strawberries and carnations fight around the year, 
and during October-M'areh they turn to warmer 
climates for supplies. Thus the speedy expansion 
of horticulture in many parts of the Basin: the 
market is already huge. 

As for population grows h H the countries of the 
Southern and Eastern seaboards are projected to 
increase their numbers by 54% as early as the year 
2025. Pertly because of population pressures, 
environments on? declining apaco. Morocco, 

Tunisia and Libya each are ilosing around 1.000 
km2 to descr lilkiotion evory year, and Algeria SUN 
more. 

Alt of these factors contribute to making the 
Mediterranean Basin one of the hottest of me 
hotspots; indeed in many ways it is hyper-hot, 
scoring very high in the fundamental criteria that 
we use to define hotspots, it is exceptionally rich in 
diversely, especially plants, and second in the world 
in plant endemism, in is also highly threatened, 
and in Fact has the lowest percentage of natural 
vegetation remaining iri pristine condition of any 
hotspot. 

Conservation 

The Basin's prelected areas are of diverse sorts 
and cover i_8% of the lotal area, 

Today, most countries of the Basin are planning 

substantial! increases In then protected area 



systems. But due to the demands of agriculture 
and other activities that absorb large tracts of 
natural environment, many protected areas are too 
smali to meet the imperatives of "island 
biogeography'. Moreover, many protected areas 
suffer some effects of pollution arising far outside 
their specific locations. Some of them ere short of 
water after feeder rivers rising m distant 
watersheds have been diverted for industry, 
agriculture, and urban communMies, All of these 
problems are likely to become more pronounced as 
human numbers and human demands keep on 
growing — and that Is without counting the rigors OF 
enhanced U VB radiation through the doptetod 
o^ono ipyor snd the onset of global warming with 
Lis many dislocations of plant communities. In a 
greenhouse affected world, plant and animal 
communities will try to follow warm-iernperaiuro 
iiones as these head northwards. Those In 
Northern Italy will have to try to migrate over the 
Alps and those In Eastern Spain, over the Pyrenees, 
white those in Western Spain and Portugal will rind 
themselves migrating into the Bay of Biscany,* 




The Gomernn taurei forest in trie Canaries rs 
the one surviving remnant of an ecoiog} which 
once covered much of Mediterranean Europe* 
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II r&iesd that essay and was struck by its 
Importance for us. Travel becomes ewr cheaper. 

Loss (ban 24 hours away on a coach is one of Che [ 
nine most important terrestrial ecoregions on e 

earth™ Victories and defeats in this arena are of 
the utmost global importance, the same cannot be 
said of many of tne payees we have fought for in j 
the fast 10 years. As I said earlier, a do not mean 
to lessen the importance of those campaigns, and \ 
our many victories, unly to point to the reality that j 
they mean little when It comes to confronting j 

global biological meltdown. For a whole host of \ 
reasons they should continue, but it's time for us i 
to Join other battles. 

Looking at the map of the Med we can quickly 
come to some obvious basis for out action. Though 
there are conservationists In Morocco* Algeria, 

Tunisia. Turkey. 10 Libya, Egypt, Gordon and Syria, 
there are no radical ecological groups to link up 
wHh„ Israel Is Ihp only country in the Near East 
with a ilsted EF" contact. Ecological struggles are 
of course going on but are largely off our radar. 11 
Work should be carried out to rectify this situation, 
but to be brutally honest I don't fancy doing direct j 
action in Morroto much. Ask the Saharawians 
about it T We should support struggling 
communities and aid conservation ists if and where 
we can in North Africa end the Near East — but let's i 
feoe it we>e not likely to very much. However, l 

unlike other hotspots we can get stuck in to a j 

large part of the area relatively easily. We have 
contacts In the European half of the MetMefranoan 
hotspot and getting there is a cinch. = 

It is within this area that some of Europe's most [ 
militant ecological action has been taken, in feet at 
the lime of writing there are eco- saboteurs serving 
time in Spain (for fucking up construction of the 
itolz Darn). Italy (for trashing a high speed rail 
construction site in the Sosa VaUey) and Greece 
(attempting to bomb the Ministry of industry in 
solidarity with communities fighting megfrporl 
construction). The struggles those prisoners are 
part of are all being fought by anarchist/radical j 
ecological groups Our scene is in direct contact 
with* and there are many more. \ 

Looking for allies lets take a trip around the 
European section of (he basin anti-clock wise. We j 
start with Greece, Much of it is a red alert area j 
and has 0 Sizeable and very militant anarchist i 

scene with a Slowly increasing green hue. Albania 
has no established radical ecological groups. There \ 
are smatterings of anarchos and radical ecotypes \ 
throughout the ex Yugoslav republics. = 

Italy's anarchists are pretty full on and 
increasingly engaged in some ecological 1 resistance 
(The Italian-French Maritime Alps red alert area is 
relatively near Turin's anarchists and the area 
someone is In jail for defending), Southern Fiance 
also has many active groups from GM trashing 



Confederation PaysEinne to anarchists, with The 
french Pyrenees being the si|a of the ten year 
resistance to the road through the Valle ef'Aspe- 

On the other side of the Pyrenees in Spain them 
are large anarchist groups and at present probably 
the biggest squatting movement In Europe. The 
Basque country (which borders the hotspot) has a 
history of mass struggles against mining, dams 
etc. with even ETA getting in on the act. The 
Spanish section of the Rjf Bettque red alert area 
has become home for a sizeable British punk and 
crusty exile community, The Canaries red alert area 
(which despite being off western Sahara is part of 
Spain} has a few environmental groups and like the 
Basque country has a (much smaller) nationalist 
movement with ecological tendencies, 

Portugal has a number of together eco 
influenced anarchist groups and significant dashes 
continue between peasant past and the 
onslaught of modernity™ 

Over the last few years many of our circle have 
iincfeasingly turned to the continent for adventure 
and action. The relatively low level of struggle in 
Britain since the end of the antFroad period, the 
rising [end now setting?] sun of the Spanish 
squatting scene, the strength of sterling* riot 
tourism* cheaper travel and the warn*er climate of 
parts of Europe hflfW all been factors. In the "90s 
the transient tribes of anti-road activists moved 
around. Britain with little concern for distance. Now 
a similar situation is evolving for which me terrain 
Is the whole of Europe. 

This situation will expand significantly over the 
next decade. For while some of its causes have 
their origin in Britain's present. 12 others anse from 
the increasingly unified nature of Europe's planned 
future. 

While this causes some problems for sustaining 
local organising in Britain it also opens up amazing 
opportunities, 

Of the ten red alert areas, the ones nearest 
Mediterranean activist hubs are the Spanish 
section of the Rif Behque. the Maritime Alps of (be 
French/italion border ..snd sQuihorin/oentral Greece . 
Campaigns and targets in these areas should be 
relatively easy to find out about™ If we in Britain 
added ouf weight to our comrades in these 
countries and convinced Other Northern Europeans 
to do so* we would be moving towards serious 
defence eJf a globally important area — making an 
actual impact on biological meltdown. 

Experience and contacts made through struggle 
in these 'eesiJy accessible' three areas will chart 
the way forward towards action in other parts of 
the Med. A full scale migration is not needed. 

Some of our circle are planning to move to the 
Mod's warmer climate™ Many others am already 
wintering or taking small sojourns there. Significant 
contact has been made with groups In these 
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areas* All that Is needed IS the* this pre-existing 
process be consciously and collectively shaped Eo 
ihu immediate goal at hand. 

it is important in some areas to join local 
campaigns. In others, covert holiday sabotage is 
more in order, the letter Is realty just a can tor the 
European adoption of one of North American EFJ's 
longest running tactics — roving monkeywrcnchlng. 
With the consolidation of the European super state, 
travelling across borders to trek into and defend 
wildness seems ever more like crossing US slates 
to defend wilderness. A practice,, despite the 
distance p our North American friends think mile of. 

The Remaining 15 Hotspots 

i am not going to go into much detail about the 
remaining hotspots; it would take too much space 
and be rather rop-otiUvo.. 

Of the 15, all par throe arc In the Majority 
Worlds countries at the moment largely out of our 
direct roach. As slated earlier, active oco logically 
minded groups iri the hotpots should be given 
priority when it comes to support actions and 
funding. We do, in fact, have contacts in most of 
these areas. Some ERers do conservation work 



abroad and it would make wnw ihat ■! is 
concentrated within the hotspots. If we con be of 
any ptoctical help to efforts in these areas wc 
should muck in wholeheartedly. 

Three of the remaining 15 stand out. for us. if 
only because they're predominately English 
speaking and "Western 1 — South West Australia, 

New Zealand and the Californian Florlstic Province. 
In alt three areas serious land battles are being 
fought and we have quite extensive contacts. 

Aoteren; In AolSrea (New Zealand) there is a 
large indigenous resistance movement keyed into 
i he pga.. There is also a sprinkling of anarthos and 
radical eco types r 

South West Australia: This region has a history 
of aboriginal land defence stretching from the 
invasion to ihe present day. The last three decades 
have also seen sigmltcanf struggles by white 
radical environmentalists, defectors lo the side of 
the indigenous and the land. When EFI first came 
to Bfitoin, Australia was probably at the forefront ol 
ecological resistance In (ho 'West** Large-scale 
actions against the importation of tropical timber 
were carried out hand-in-hand with direct land 
defence.. Over the last decade this scene has 



Some (Don't) Like It Hotfspot) 

While this section teens heavity on the hotspot 
theory, for good reasons, it is merely a system of 
global priority setting and thus should not become 
ideology. At base the very utility of such a project 
can be questioned— Is global (rather than local] 
thinking possible or even desirable? Should our 
objectives be taken from cold, scientific number 
crunching? Unfortunately 1 think our time and 
geographic location force us to such analysis if 
we are to have- an Impact on biological meltdown. 
Dinar biological priority systems an- oul chore but 
if wo accept the need to go In this direction I 
reckon the hotspot theory offers the best route. 

On a similar lock we should Hot see species 
diversity os a measure of the ' value r of specific 
ecologies. The basic tenant of biocentnc thought 
is after all that wild nature has value in and of 
iiseif. The kind of discourse that leads to telling 
phrases like "speeds richness' is poor substitute 
for a real connection with nature. In relation to 
Red Alert areas a True holistic/ whole ecosystem 
approach is essential, Thorp is aher all little point 
protecting a habitat if. outside the proieciod am, 
I he river lhat "services' it is dammed or ra- 
directed. 

There is one deep worry I have about the 
hotspot theory— mayt>e ifs simply too hopeful 1 . 

(( concentrates on Ihose highly diverse areas 
at imminent h*gh risk of desoEauon. It's global > 
regional! > locar priorities are Hottest of the Hot ? 



Individual! hotspots > Red Alert areas within Ihe 
Hotspots. 

By Concentrating 5 on those precious areas most 
at threat we are poss^y concentrating our energy 
In tnose areas in which we are most ^i?iy to tas^ 

This is a dilemma worth point jng to because 
other strategies are available— -though ones with 
more depressing conclusions. This then swings 
on one's calculation of the collective power mat 
ecological direct action. conservation biology, 
enlightened bureaucrats (hoi) and popular 
movements con muster, I choose 10 believe that 
we con hove some serious impact in the 
hoi spot L i, but It would not be exactly 1 1 logical Eo 
think otherwise, Marly of the Red Alert areas 
specikcalty and some of the hotspots in generat 
are probably doomed. It might make more 
strategic Sense to concentrate instead on the 
less devastaied/dcmnesUcaled areas (the big 
rainforest wildernesses not included in trie 
hotspots) making links end pro pelting for bailies 
to come. This 'Long War 1 strategy of concentrating 
on the 'cold spots' (Amazon, Congo, New Guinea] 
is attractive but it does lake as a given (hat a 
vast % of global biodiversity is unsaveabie. 3 
choose more hop* than that— for now, A 
reappraisal of the situation should happen in 
maybe 10-15 years. If our trouble-making and 
conservationist money hasn't resulted in victory 
in at least some hotspots then a switch of 
strategy would seem in order. 
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Shrunk but is still never Ehe less both active and 
pregnant with great possibility, Australians h^ve 
been, responsible for some of the largest summit 
actions oil the Global Resistance Period, it has the 
normal assortment of anarchists — many being very 
eco fn word and deo:Ji P 

For obvious reasons there is a reasonable 
amount of three way traffic between Britain, 
Austrstlin and New Zealand, While these areas are 
not as important or threatened as some other 
hotspots higher up the global diversity/threat 
hierarchy, for cultural reasons it is simply more 
likely that links will conimue and consolidate with 
these areas. 

Californian Florist lc Province This hotspot is 
probably the one we have historically had most ties 
with. Though the latter "90s haw seen an 
increasing turn towards 'Europe', in the eariy "90s 
British EFI Qficftlalcd Itself primarily with reference 
So Worth American EFI By trie time of the birth of 
our movenwnE EFT had internaMonoNsed. yet It was 
at IN very much a Worth American export. For this 
reason f will go into more detail about the only 
hotspot found preeminently in North America. 

The Californian Flonslic Province stretches along 
the western coast of Worth America, most of it 
within the stale of California, However, it also 
extends north into Oregon and south into Baja 
California, Mexico, 

Approximately 6 Q% of California's land is 
Included within the florlstic province. The total 
number of plant species present Is greater man 
that for oerLtrei! and northern US and the adjacent 
portion of Canada, an area almost ten times as 
larged 



This rich biodiversity is seriously threatened, 

; California is the most populous of the United 
States, its economy ranks among those of the 
| world’s top seven countries and It produces half of 
| the food the US consumes. Among the mein 
! threats faced by this hotspot are urbanisation., air 
j pollution, expansion of Targe scare agriculture,. 

■j livestock gracing, logging, strip mining, oil 

extraction, road building, the spread of non-native 
plants, an increasing use of off road vehicles and 
i the suppressing of natural fires necessary for 
reproduction of key plant species + M 
[ In defending this region against attacks North 
American EF! has hud some of its most memorable 
moments, The massive Redwood Summer 
eampatgn which led to the c^rbombipgs of EFFers 
Judi Ban and Gary I Cberney. The amazing direct 
aciton victory at Warner Creek, the killing of EFTer 
David Chain by a logger from Pacific Lumber. Two 
Eugene radical eco anarchists ere serving long 
sentences In the jegron for arson attacks on an 
\ oif rocjd vehicle showroom. 

In the early J 90s we did quite a few solidarity 
E actions for our North American mends. More 
! recently most have been for Majority World groups, 
Those actions should continue but wo should not 
neglect Supporting North American EF!, especially 
\n its struggle over this immensely important 
hotspot. Apart from l he Mediterranean Basin, this 
: hotspot is the ono people from our circles visit 
more than any cither, 8ig wilderness, cheap (lights 
; and on impressive (English speaking) movement will 
continue to be a pull for many. What we can offer 
| those defending this hotspot is regular 
\ communication, occasional solidarity actions and 
Itinerant Brits, Well, it's Oatier than a bag of beans. 
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Defending the Land: Medium Term 
Global Objectives 

Here, I am attempting to set, using the hotspot 
theory and an understanding of our strengths, a 
hierarchy of our top global biological objectives for 
the newt ten years. 

In many weys this seems ridiculous- However, Sn 
1992 we set ourselves the task of stopping €00 
roads which were npplng through a significant 
proportion of Britain's most important habitats, 
Within five years 500 had been cancelled. I am 
confident that unified action can have a 
momentous effect. Those who believe less than i 
in our cumulative power should see the utility of 
strategislng ail the more clearly. Here then is what 
\ think our top global objectives should be. in order 
of their Importance 10 us r 

1) Got Militant In the Mud: A big push is 

needed to directly defend the Mediterranean Bssm 
Hotspot it is the only one of Ihe lop found' in 
the "West and the only hotspol to include port of 
Europe, Over the next few years we should 
consolidate links with Busin groups and start So 
engage directly in action within it, The Mod's 10 
‘red alert areas' are of greatest importance. Of 
these I he Maritime Alps, the Spanish se-cbon of 
the Rif-Betipue and Southern and Central Greece 
should lie our firs! concern. Involvement In 
resistance in these areas should build our ability to 
engage and support struggle elsewhere In the 
northern part of the hotspot. Within a relatively 
short period of lime we could be involved in 
serious defence of a globally important area — 
making an actual Impact on biological meltdown, 

2) Uncompromising Aid for the Throe Most 
Threatened Hotspots: The Philippines. Madagascar 
and the Caribbean are the priorities at the 
moment, yet as we are unlikely to actually gel lo 

I hum they ere not our highest objective. However 
we should target solidarity and aid to radicals, 
misters and conservationists in these Ihroe 
hotspots as a matter of urgency. Of the three it is 
with Iho Philippines that we have most extensive 
links— these should be consolidated. Filipino 
EFEcrs and anarchists should be given substantial 
aid. [Since this was first distributed EFJers from 
Leeds h^ve formed the 'Philippine Solidarity 
Group% proving pr attic at aid for ER and 
indigenous groups there. This has included direct 
financial ard t onlhe-ground solidarity,, prisoner 
support etc.] 

3! Go Wild fur the ‘Western’ Hotspots For 

various cultural and economk: reasons our direct 
Invotvement with struggles is more likely in 
'Western - countries than Majority World ones. The 
areas under occupation by the !, Wcst L largely do 
not appear in the hotspot list. Apart from the Med 
and a small part of the Caribbean* * those that do 



are South Western Australia. New Zealand and the 
Californian rioosllc Province. Already existing links 
: should be solidified, solidarity actions earnod out 
: end the steady flow of our visitors to these 
■ hotspots should continue. Just remember to 
wrench at least one big machine for each long-haul 
: flight! 

Beyond this we should do anything wo can to 
assist the preservation of alt hotspots, not just 
those mentioned above. Wild areas not included in 
the hotspots should of course also be defended. 
However if we want to have any meaningful impact 
on biological meltdown, as much of our ecbvily as 
possible should be aimed at the hotspots in 
general and the above objectives in particular. 



Back to Britain* Back to Reality 



So far I have charted what I believe we should 
: do on the global! terrain* Vet most of what wt? hove 
done over (he Iasi decide has boon dolunding the 
land of these dear Istos. I am not calling for 
abandonment Of this struggle. It is Important for 
: both us and the ecology of Britain, ft is also what 
j we have shown ourselves to be pretty good at. 
i Hundreds of habitats remain living due to 
[ ecological direct action. Kiss the earth end teel 
\ proud. We— among many— have done well, 
r Though many of us will take action In the global 
? hotspots, few wit! spend most of our time there, 
i One criticism ol following a hotspot based global 
j triage strategy is that n lacks souU Species 
j diversity surveys do not an ecological sensibility 
j make! While that's true, the global crisis colls for 
globally important action and I believe that the 
\ hotspot theory has utility. Vet acceptance of the 
j globally peripheral nature of British habitat defence 
do&s not extinguish our desire or duly to defend 
j our land. An authentic land athic must be rooted in 
where we are* My bioregion may bo species poor - 
j compared lo o rainforest but I fovo It. IF& the 
bracing wmd on Its bright hills that whisper to me 
to live wilder, On a totally practical level il"s for 
easier to defend tend nearby. 
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As I Mfe earlier in Part One, throughout the 
1993-1998 land Struggle Paries our action 
priorities were largely set by the Departmens ol 
Transport. When we decimated the slate road 
build mg program we tost a terrain of struggle that 
unified and strengthened us nationally, The 
question posed, then, Is what is the greatest and 
most geographically spread threat to British 
ecology? 

The tactically unfortunate answer is industrial 
agriculture.* 5 The ’great" thing about road building 
was that wherever you were in the country it 
produced a front to attach, land to defend. It bn 
into Britain's ecology In big bites. The lambte thing 
about industrial agriculture is that though it 
devours more, it does so Incrementally, with small 
bites, Fronts rarely present themselves. The camps 
at Of mam 1 * The Land is Ours occupations and 
trespasses, 1 ' and most of all the growth of anti- 
GM actions, are all in part attempts to bypass this 
Impasse. 

Th# post 199S wav# of global resistance 
allowed us to totally side slop the question of what 
land to defend (of course, some camps continued 
Out little on the previous scale). Now we are faced 
once again with this question. Essentially without a 
national programme to attack, the question divides 
fur I her — at least from the pe rspective of strategy. 
There ere three categories of British land habitat 
defence to take Into consideration: 
a) Bio regional Habitat Defence. Specific local sites 
under threat that may not be perceived as either 
ecologically or strategically national priorities 
should none the less be defended by local 
groups, 

b| National Co-ordinated Habitat Detente. Land 
deemed ecologically or strategical ly** of prime 
national importance, which the movement as a 
whole can recognise and act on. 

O) Defence Of the Wild Periphery. Areas beyond the 
bioregions of any local groups and far from Jorge 




The Tory road butlOtng programme provided 
obvious national focus. The campaign against 
the Newbury bypass was a battle In which 
people from ari over Britain took part. 



] population centres that have some character of 

vrilctomdss about them, 

With roads, local bhoregicnal habitat defence 
fed into national co-ordinated habitat defence. Any 
terrains which mirror this hugely advantageous 
situation should be pursued. At the moment I can 
see no such terrain, but. let's keep a look out? I'll 
go through each category in order with some 
! suggestions. 

Blo-regional Habitat Dofenco: Essentially this Is 
a question for us as individuals, groups and 
l hopefully eventually as local counter-cultures. We 
should be intimately aware of the ecologies around 
us. Only through a deep knowledge ol P and 
connection with the land can we hope to defend 
our pio-rcftions from furllw damage, looking at 
local biodiversity studies 5 ^ Is worthwhile, but it Is 
our feel across the landscape that is most 
informative. Gel out Into the countryside around 
you. Make sure you .ire familiar with the wildness 
on your doorstep. Know your land and you'll know 
when its threatened. 

Pul yourself about in peculiar circles. 
Conservationists, twite hers, ramblers, insect 
lovers: in most areas there are a smattering of 
nature nerds. IF you’re not one. make sure you're 
; friends with some. They 11 know about the housing 
j development that’ll destroy ancient woodland or 
\ the farmer who's draining some amphibian rich 
= marshland for subsidies. Keep your ear to the 
I ground, f 

Many of our most important habitats are listed 
l as Sites of Special Scientific Interest. SSSIs are 
Britain’s ecological backbone,, but nevertheless are 
■ often threatened. Make sure to keep an eye on the 
j ones nearby. 

t am not going to go Into detail about what 
tactics are needed in local battles. After 10 years 
it's pretty obvious. Community mobilising, 
occupations, blockades,, bulldozer pledges, 
sabotage. Threatening the destroyers with costly 
chaos, and giving IE to them IF they try it on. 

Nut fen ally Co ordln.itod HrthJt.it Defence: Since 

NewbuiY/MoflGhiMer there hasn't been a piece of 
fend that we have all pulled together to defend, 

This has been a great shame. Together we are 
quite a forco/farco to be reckoned with. National 
l co-ordination has some real advantages. For a 

I start rt maintains ouj circle s bad reputation, which 
\ is trmalueble. Countless sites have been saved 
- with just the threat of camps and direct action. 

However, significant and loud struggles are needed 
= to keep this threat potential alive. 

Beyond tactical considerations, some 
ecosystems are simply so precious they call upon 
us an to cram into crummy vans, meet joyously in 
\ the mud and feck shit up. Above an els#, those 
moments can be bonding, inspiring and 
educational (when they don't go horribly wrong). 
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Man y large is such ss the HiNgrove CM brewing farm were force# to close *n a cycle of s access for 
pntxnaf fiber alienists. The cycle anfy came to a dose when the shite pul its full financial backing behind 

Huntingdon Life Sciences, 

; ■ 



When deciding whether a particular piece of 

land should he coalesced around nationally, a few 
Questions should be asked. is eI highly ecologically 
important? Is it wmnable? Is It easily accessible 
nationally? Is the actual physical terrain conducive 
lo action? Will a victor y or noisy defeat on this land 
help save habitats elsewhere? 

Mi# to late 2002 Stf w the re-emergence of direct 
action in defence of the Thome A Hat field raised 
pcet bogs, To Fill the above questions this Mobil at 
answers with on enthusiastic YES! At the risk of 
seeming foolish from the perspective of a few 
^s-ars henco, 1 believe this campaign to be 
Immensely Important. Mol only does its re r 

emergence allow us to co-ordinate nationally but 
direct victory |& quite conceivably [Since this text 
was first distributed the campaign escalated and 
secured the end of peat extraction on Thorne & 
Hatfield and other sites. See the article in this 
issue for more details.) 

Reform mvlroftmentallsin has spectacularly 
toted to save this hugely ecologically precious = 

habitat- if we win this battle and choose our next 
equally well we could end up in a cycle of success. 
One noisy victory leads to another and many quiet 
ones besides. 

A recent good example of such a cycle 15 when 
animal rights groups got on ft roil after dosing 



down Consort, who bred dogs for vivisection, 20 
Once they had shown their mettle by closing 
Consort they followed up by forcing closed 
Hillgrove (cat breeders i and Shamrock Farm (ft 
monkey quarantine centre). By the time the cycle 
reached Begai (rabbit breeders), iha owners were 
so freaked that they packed up the day after the 
campaign was launched 1 

These successes understandably led animal 
liberation ists to become too cocky too quickly and 
lake on a much bigger target— Huntingdon Life 
Sciences. MLS is integral to corporate Britain, The 
state saw the dagger of animal HbembonlBte on a 
roll and realised that if HLS was broughl down the 
'animal rights ed remists J would feel unstoppable, 
Smaller companies would crumble at the sound of 
their approach. Thanks in large part to the 
targeting of its financial backers things were 
getting economics ly dicey for HLS, The state 
reacted and stabilised the company by arranging a 
large injection of capital. From then on HLS has 
acted as a firebreak, stopping the spread of animal 
liberation. The cycle may have been broken. The 
teeth of ihis trap should not be allowed to cut into 
resistance again. 

A comprehensive analysis of national land 
defence priorities is too nig a job for this piece. 
Such a study must take place, For the moment we 
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Wild areas far from active! hut$ should not be ignored* Habitats Such as the Caledon forest remnants 
in the Cairngorms deserve our uncompromising defence ■„ 



can concentrate on the peal bogs, hut we should 
not wait tilt victory to map out our next t argets, n 
i"i around our ability to act nationally That our 
network survival (rather than just that of our focal 
groups) rests. Previous waves of national action 
have been defeated by either gyr victory in a 
particular battJe (i.e. roads) or the pig's success in 
swam ping us (i.e. Sea Empress* Target Tarmac 
etc), nupefuiiy ifiis urne we J il got the wagon rolling 
fast enough Dial it can't he stopped— at least for a 
while Ml 

Due priority that can definitely be sot is 
confronting corporations rn the Notional Porks. As 
long as they succeed in one development, one 
quarry, one pipeline, the vamp^as wiip push on with 
another attack. it should be our Job to make them 
scored enough to retreat at least out of some of 
the National Parks. 

The National Patks Ore immensely important 
and the hold they have over popular imagination 
makes thorn easier to ofgam.se around than other 
areas- It is also often easier to find out about 
threats facing the Parks. If the companies are 
given an inch they'll take a mile,, but if their ptofits 
are threatened they'll fun a mile. 

The present Nine Ladies action camp in me 
Peak jDj's trict National Park stands a fair chance of 
success, has strengthened the resolve of focal 
conservationists and is deterring other destructive 

projects, 



Defence qf the Wild Periphery: Our movement 
for the wild has evolved in a physical: and political 
environment lacking pig wilderness. HabUals near 
large human population centres, are more likely to 
defended by us than wilder and more precious eco- 
\ systems far from the cities. Wildness is 

everywhere from the grass between the paving 
slabs to the hrgh mountains, Its good that we 
defend wild pockets In deserts 0( development {the 
Mll P Abbey Pond, Crystal Palace etc. } — pri manly 
; for such struggles" (DevoSutionsfy potential— but 
we should not ignore 'the mountains' altogether. 

So far this has largely been the e« B j$e. 

With the exception of some good work in Nor in 
Wales, the stillborn (but dramatic) campaign 
against the Skye Bridge and the victonous defence 
: of the Pressmenan Worsts Caledon remnant, 
defence of the wild periphery has been pretty 
1 paltry. 

An example of our failures can be found in the 
Cairngorms — one of Bmain's largest roadless 
areas. For at least 3 year's l remember occasional 
; campfire/pub chat about the possible construction 
I of 3 funicular railway up Cairngorm. ICs been very 
contentious as the train replacing the ageing 
ehaiftlfi {itself an aberration) will massively 
increase the amount of people on the Cairngorm 
Plateau (1,000 a day is a figure bandied about). 
With them we knew would come much damage and 
signiiicani building work, shops and all. Plans are 
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even Ikhm^ discussed for hotels! This Isn't fucking 
Mayfair- iTs the summit plateau of one Ihe wildest 
areas in Britain. Many said that direct action 
should he used if construction started. The project 
was put on herd at one pomt and I Cor one 
presumed Nl had been cancelled. 

Ysl no one kept their eaF (o the ground or acted 
If they knew. The first I heard about the railway 
being actually built was Autumn 2001 and on 
January 15! 2002 the first public train ride up 
Cairngorm was broadcast across the nation. A 
carnage filled with smiling politicians toasting the 
Mew Year— pass the sick Dag (No wonder they were 
smiNnp there was no way the parasitic slops 
could have got up the mountain in January If they 
had had to walk It, Thai would nave made far more 
Amusing fvi. The glint in their eyes was hie 
reflection of our lailuro. If one of the last British 
bastions of wildness can become a Site for 
development, what chance have we got of re 
wilding London or Liverpool! 

In the Cairngorms 10% of the area below the 
TreeMne is still covered by native woodlands and is 
the * most extensive example of Boreal forest In 
rhf! UK and one of the largest tracts of 
comparatively unmanaged and still mainly 
unenclosed woodland," 21 If we have tailed to 
defend the wildness of the Cairngorms Plateau It ms 
essential we protect those remnants of Caledonia 
And other Silos like I hem. Though a significant 
proportion of the massif is now under conservation 
ownership, a lot of damaging economio/ecocidai 
activity continues. If anywhere calls for some 
occasional monkeywrenching. it's those wildlands, 

I use this example because It's horrific and it's 
in Scotland, if protecting SSSis and the like is of 
primary national importance H is worth pointing to 
one Simple fact: 20 % of the total area of Scot lend 
If designated either art SSSI, National Nature 
Reserve,, or National Scemc Area. Scotland's tot at 
species diversity far \ms than England's but its 
habitats are far less ir^gnionied. 

"We have spscidH and Habitats in Scotland I hat 
are imporlant. in bolh iho national and 
International context. Examples are the native 
pfnewoad& P ihe extensive blanket bogs, the 
Eh yopfiyte-Nch Atlantic woodlands and the 

t enormous colonies of breeding seabirds " 22 

These areas should be miktantly defended. Yel 
Apart from the exceptional actions of some 
communities, few stand up to defend these wild 
areas from the threats of plantations* logging, 
development etc. In large part this is because of 
the absence of people in much of the Scottish 
countryside— excluded by one of the highest 
concentrations of land ownership anywhere m the 
vrfOild. Given this, it is alt our responsibility Co 
protect these areas, if noc you, who? in tho long 
run It would be good to formulate ways of 



confronting this destruction in a coord mated 
fashion. Until then, happy hikers with wrenches in 
ihoir backpacks have an important role to play. 

Unfortunately what makes Scottish bio diversity 
globally unique— its climate edge position resulting 
In an amazing coexistence of species from 
different ecologies — is itself under threat from 
climate change. This should not dissuade us from 
action but remind us all the more of the need in 
times of flux for massive wilderness restoration: 
and situate our focal British struggles in tho gtobat 
context. As one contributor At a conference on 
j biodiversity in Scotland put it: 

"Our Scottish action on biodiversity is in danger 
of being reduced to l h vial tinker ings on the margin: 
another example of deehchamshi fling on the 
Tfttnlc ." 23 

As in Scotland, so it is across the divided 
^ueenrfom— many habitats main protection lies in 
ihoir remoteness and the efrorts of an array of 
often relatively powerless conscrv.iuonists. Not 
even on this domesticated isle has ihe wild been 
vanquished, but it is under threat . Tm not going to 
specify ihe areas in need of special deft-nee— 
across the wild periphery diversity is being whittled 
awrty, Wu are a people in love with the wild. We are 
committed to the wild- to its power and its 
defence.. By spending more time ‘out in if, we will 
better know which areas are Threatened and gam 
the inspiration to take tho action needed* 

Many tens of thousands desire these areas, 
finding solace arid strength in them. One of 
NewDury s greatest moments was when the slate's 
use of climbers catalysed ihe involvement of many 
from the climbing fraternity* Those who took ihe 
state's silver were seen by other climbers for what 
[ they truly wore— scabs, traitors to ilio land. A 
leading climbing magazine stated lhat what 
Britain's wild areas really need Is a monkuywreneh 




Through walking the wildlands 
we become more able to 
defend them and unite with 
others who hold them in their 

\ hearts . 
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gang unity forged between us, two lobes of the 
Outdoors, fi couldn't agree more. 

Many committed to the wild will hoe engage in 
our (f)evolu nonary organising, They may scent 
defeat and fuiihty or simply disagree with our 
'pollftear alms. This is understandable, thumb in 
the Dam resistance enables those without hope for 
any positive Change in culture to Coke action, by 
mNitanlly defending wildness from negative change 
0/ culture, in this they can create hope tor nature 
even if they sec? little hope for humonily, in the 
masses of climbers, walkers, hill runners and 
mountain fish freaks is an untapped force, that if 
unleashed could become a formidable biocentric 
army for Che wild. Against such a force incursions 
like the Cairngorm Railway would have little 

chance. 

Through walking the midlands we become more 
able to defend them and unite with others who 
hold them in their hearts. As John Muir said: "One 
days exposure co mountains is bettor chan a 
cartload of books." Or a radical eco rag like this for 
that point . 

Defending the Lend: (immediate British 
Objectives 

Having gone through each of the categories m 
turn 111 out lino some ohjuchvos for British habitat 
defence. These l behove ore realistic objectives, 
some of which we have already got our teeth info. 

In defending the wildness of our isles we can find 
both groat, peace and great ettcftement. We have 
shown ourselves capable of being adequate habitat 
defenders, Let us march on to the defence Of many 
more. 

1) Sul Id Bio-regional Defence] Locally we 
Should all Continue to expand knowledge of our 
bioregions and take action when -important 
habilois ere threatened. Qur ability to generalise 
the skills and confidence needed for direct action 
is what will prolecl areas. 



2) Save Thorne/ Hatfield Moors and Kick-stort 
a National Cycle of Successes: Despite 
considerable success throughout the 90s direct 
action is often seen as a last stand rather than a 
[ tactic thai wins. As a network wo should purr 
together for a loud and undeniable victory which 
can catalyse others. The defence of Hatfield Moors 
is an excellent terrain of struggle. Hie habitat is 
very precious, on the brink of unrecoverable 
damage and yet it Is wlnnabJe, It's strategically and 
\ ecologically in ail our into reels mat the campaign 
succeeds. j The campaign has succeeded I J 

3.) Keep Camp Culture Alive: The high cost of 
■ evicting action camps is the reason many habitats 
l are still alive. As recently as 2001 the state 
cancelled the Hastings Bypass when camps were 
\ threatened. Unfortunately the last few years have 
= smti @ steady decline In camps. If allowed to 
continue a decline in our threat potential to stop 
developments may follow, It's make or break time* 
We should do ail we can— as predominantly urban 
activists— to keep camp culture alive: otherwise 
much of the ground gamed by the Land Struggle 
Period could be Josh 

i At the time of writing there are only three 
ecological tie fence camps. Tho responsibility for 
; oidtng them lies with all of us — not just those 
! groups nearest. Tat, cash and bodies are always 
needed on site. Mete! hme the bailiffs go in we 
should descend en masse to kick Shit, up costs, 
Qk r so i sound a bit old school: after an many of 
us lived on camps hut now choose not to. However 
we should not lei our present cloud the eontieurng 
and future importance of camps. For nearly len 
jrears there has not been one month tn which s 

j camp Assn T held cot against development, let's 
make sure we can say the same in another ten. 

4) increase Action on the Wild Periphery: Our 
movement for Ehe wild has too long neglected the 
wild areas far from the cities. As many in our 
circler, spend more time 'out in if ibis action will 
Increase. Let’s remember to pack a wrench as well 
as our waterproofs! 

A concerted eltoft should be made to push 
nuiriancy among the many tans of thousands who 
walk the wild, We should aim lo empower those 
who don't wish to 'Join' our movement', but 
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never E hotels embrace (he land ethic and want to 
defend the areas they love. Boi (croppers (or every 
hiker! 

Links should be consolidated with ihc small 
number Of Organisations representing non-ruling 
class interests in l he wilder parts of the British 
countryside (prime among them of course the 
Crofters Union 741 J. 

We should build towards a future where we can 
make significant interventions on behalf of 
threatened habitats even when they are far from 
'activist coni res". Until ihen. it's monkeywrench 
gang time! 

Given the onslaught of climate change and the 
highly fragmented nature of British ecology— 
especially in England— ecological restoration is 
essential from $ Thumb in the Dam perspective. 
Isolated reserves will be little use (n the long term, 




what is needed here is the regeneration of big 
ecosystems that ten manage themselves. Before 
we are finished lot's soe bison and wolvos In ihe 
Cotswolds! 



Defending the Living Sea 



Most or this earth is covered by sea. 
The oceans, birth place of all life. 
Despite civilisation's ravaging they 
remain wild. Two centuries ago Byron 
said it welk 

“There is a murmur on the lonely 
shore. There is a society where none 
intrudes. By the deep sea and music In 
it - s roar. Roll on thou deep and dark 
blue Ocean, Four thousand fleets sweep 
over thee In Vain. Man marks the earth 
with ruin. His control stops with the 
Shore," 

Since Byron s lime the rigots have grown. Hugo 
factory ships sweep the leaving ruin In their 
wake; iistieries which mu^t have seemed endless 
now brought to the odge by machines which must 
have been unthinkable;?* giants of iho sea hunted 
to Ml nation. Yet Byron is still right. The oceans 
are the largest wilderness left on earth, injured but 
untamed. 

ii is unlikely that the ecologies of the seas will 
suffer the fate of many of their land cousins: 
dehabililaleb, denuded and finally enclosed within 
Ihe prison of agriculture ,-* 6 Yet many ate under 
seraaus threat of being wiped out. In the seas are 
some of the planets oldest specks and systems., 
su rvivors of hund reds of ml I lions of years. Mow* 
they drown In man. 

Climate change, pollution, factory Ashing, 
whaling, oil exploration and increasing volumes of 
shipping are some oi the main threats to the 
oceans. How, If at all, can we combat these 
attacks? 



As always, when looking into Ihe chasm we have 
to accept that much of what is alive today will be 
dead tomorrow, whatever wo do. Coral reefs are 
one example. Already climate change induced 
warming of high sea temperatures has killed most 
of Elio coral reefs In the Indian Ocean. Western 
Pacific and Eastern Pacific. Corals in the Caribbean 
and Brazil have also been badly damaged .* 7 Given 
: the lime lag inherent in climate change, if we had 
\ global Insurrection tomorrow (unlikely) , we could 
\ st i in expect the death of most of our reefs and the 
life that depends on them, Depressing, but as the 
: hackneyed old slogan goes: Don't Mourn, 

Organise ? We CAM take some practical action lo 
[ slow some assaults on the sea. 
l Despite the spectacular image of Greenpeace 
dashing ground in natty zodiacs, relatively little 
direct action has been earned out to protect the 
. sens. This is largely for entirely understandable 
reasons. We are, after all; fend mammals and lew 
of us spend much lime at sea. When compared to 
the odd rolf of poly prop the cost of running 
anything sea worthy is astronomical. Yet we in the 
British isles are Ideally placed lo gel to grips wrEh 
the problem. 

So far the only serious group to take Gaia's side 
on the oceans is the Sea Shepherd Conservation 
Society, Its founder, Paul Watson, declared! "Earth 
Fir$|! is mother earth p s army and we are her navy' „ 
Their first action was the ramming and 
disabling of a whaling snip off the Portuguese 
coast. The whaler managed to limp Into pert only 
I to be mysteriously bombed a few months later 
j sunk with a magnetic limpet mine, 
i Since Ehen Sea Shepherd has been confronting 
enemies oi the -oceans with an arse kicking 
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Two Sea Shepherd warrior^ (an American Indian 
and a Comtahrmn) send half the Icelandic 
whaling fleet to Davy Jones" Locker in 1986. 



etiitudn. Slicing ihc nets of drtftnetters, fpmming 
and KUtHlpg whalers, and sabotaging seal and 
turtle kills. As I write they aro pul rolling 1 1 n ■ waters 
oft the Galapagos islands, The lost yea* Has soon 
them make headway in alimlnatkng The ococidnl 
ships attacking Tina immensely httpOftahl area. 1 * 1 If 
they succeed il will be one of ecological direct 
action’s biggest victories . it should be no surprise 
that they might be responsible. in fact, Jf it wasn't 
for Sea Shepherd. mass commercial whaling 
probably would have restarted, pushing numerous 
species to extinction. 

Though predominately based In North America, 
Sea Shepherd has operated ail over the world 
carrying out meny operations in European waters. 
Most recently Nor wegian and Faeroes whalers have 
been targets. Its mere presence has a serious 
deterrent affect. The Italian fishing industry halted 
its most damaging practices on hearing Sea 
Shepherd had entered the Mediterranean, 

Though a smattering of Brits have crewed, the 
number is surprisingly small when you think How 
many of our mad lot it might appeal to. There are a 
number of reasons. Real lasting links have never 
been made between us and Sea Shepherd 
Personality politics is also a factor. The itgure of 
Captain Paul Watson is bold immensely Inspiring 
and deeply off putting to circles with a dislike for 
hierarchy end the media, Our height was also their 
low. The mid to late “90s coincided with a relatively 
(ess active period lor Sea Shepherd. That penod 
has thankfully ngw ended with two large boats in 
the fleet and a growing International organisation, 

Though few links esisl new, if ever there is a 
meaningful attempt by our circles to contribute to 
the defence of the seas, we will have lots to learn 
from Sea Shepherd. A major driving force behind 
their success has been good strategy and well 
applied tactics. So let's have a look, 

Most of Sea Shepherds most spectacular 
actions can be divided into two categories— Sea 
Confrontations and Harbour Sabotage. The terrain 
of struggle they operate in is one of both waves 



and laws. A lot or what they confront is illegal and 
often buyund stale territorial waters. Political 
considerations make the extradition and failing of 
anil- whaling act! vi sis difficult, 

Sea Confrontations: Slicing drrftnels and 
ramming enemies of the sea is what has made 
Sea Shepherd famous. The keys to the success of 
many SSCS sea confrontations as that tkicy'rc 
militant- — though J non- violent', media friendly — 
though not merely stunts, carried out on an 
j international level but rarely against Sea Shepherd 
host nations, largely against illegal Ktfrftft and 
: regularly m international waters. The mam key of 
j course is having big fuck off boats and crews 
committed enough to plough them into target 
ships. Keeping these ships running is expensive. 

Harbour Sabotage! Sea Shepherd's most 
infamous action was a daring raid in 1986 that left 
half of Iceland's whaling fleet at the bottom of a 
harbour and its mi%or processing plant trashed. 
This action needed only good intelligence, cunning, 
limited funds and two breve souls to open up the 
boats 4 sea water intake valves. By the time the 
action was discovered, the two. s Native American 

- 

and a Corni-stiman. were on their way to the airport 
E to leave Iceland forover. Since ‘86 Sea Shepherd 
has carried out other impressive scuttling, most 
notably against Norwegian whalers. 

So far no-one In Sea Shepherd has served any 
major time for any of their actions f Despite 55GS 
glaring victories no other groups have successfully 
copied them by taking to the seas. H would bo 
excellent if an autonomous Sea Shepherd like 
: organisation evolved in Europe. But with no such 
groups coming into existence, those who wish to 
take action at sea must join l he long volunteer 
lists of 5SC5™ 

Readers who have served aboard Sea Shepherd 
I or have general marfVme exper ience should 
sewusfy consider the need for a European 
addition to 'Neptune 's NMy\ 




Off-Shore fish farming Is set expand massively, 
Pictured above is the mechanical feedtng of ftsh 
to frsd. ff rakes approximately four tonnes of 
w*id fish w feed cm tonne of farmed fish. 
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The Sea Sn&ptmxt 2 gattma in dffarwL The flag cm biems signify the number of 
ttiar wegrnn/ Japanese etc. bowls SSCS have rammed or stink, 



Much money E^n-rl commitment wen jfd bo notified 
to sol It up, but it would be an imnwn sa osaot to 
ecological reliance In Europe. Such n project, it 
Handled right, could bring TogoEher energy and 
resources from a range of circles— radical eco- 
types, ex-members Ot Greenpeace’s direct action 
units, animal 1 Iiberatiani$t 3 G rights groups. esc-Sea 
Shepherd crew etc. indeed, the years have proven 
that there is significant mass support for radical 
action at sea— especially when it comes to dosh. 

Two decades ago, a third of the cost of the first 
Sea Shepherd boat was put up by the RSPCA. the j 
Faeroes campaign in J 06 was i uncled mainly by 
English school chi Idr ism who raised £l 2.000 In a 
save-the-wh&io walkaihon.^ 

While Sea Shepherd is alone In carrying out 
militant sea confronlahons. ihe tactic of harbour 
sabotage has been taken up by others. Even here ! 
in Britain serious sabotage was earned oui against 
seal cullers in the mid "70s, resulting In the ' 

destruction of one vessel and damage to 
mother, W Across Europe a number of ococidai ! 
ships have been scuttled. Recently,, Nor way has 
been Ebe pnmo (argot. 

On 11/ 12/01 one of Norway's main meat j 

processing plants at Loften Dock was destroyed by j 
fire, causing damage totalling at least £1.5 million, j 
Five days earlier, the whaler Nchellu had burned ; 

and sunk at the same dock costing £150,000- j 

Another whaler, the Nybrsen a, was damaged when 
the factory lire spread to the dock. The NtybtHfia j 
had been sou tiled by See Shepherd agents. in \ 

Christmas 1992, for which Norway sought in vain i 
to extradite Captain Watson. j 

These recent actions also follow another action 

j 

on 27/2/00. Then, another Norwegian whaling 
vessel, the VtHduen, was destroyed when an j 

explosion sunk the ship at Its moorings. The bias! 
collapsed the deck and me ship sank (o the j 

bottom of me harbour half an hour later, Sea 



Shepherd stated publicly that they were not 
responsible, it lias always dented the use of 
explosives and this is what It said about the 
attacks. 'We neither take, nor condone actions that 
might result In any Injuries. None the less* we are 
pleased for the whales!' 31 

While putting a new El eel arioat would tahe a lot 
of work, basic harbour sabotage takes few 
resources bar pluck. While ihe recent Norway 
bombing and arson were obviously very effective, 
monkeywrenching can be effectively done with just 
hand tools. An exact and proven guide to the 
subject Has been written by Sea Shepherd Agent 
0013. S/he says in the intro: 

■'With the scuttling of ecologically destructive 
ships comes the possibility of doing tens of 
millions of dollars of economic damage. We are 
talking megatege here. The joy of bnngipg down a 
whaler can be one of the great pleasures in an 
eco warrior's life. If can be the most treasured of 
feathers m one's spiritual war bonnet. a ^ 

S/he should know— the author was one ot the 
lean! that scuttled Ihe Nybmena in 1992. 




Most coral reefs are now either dead or 
doomed. Retribution is needed. 
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Sea Shepherd 'escorts' tfcipNthkiWrtg Mexican 
it jfui boat awtiy from Spotted D&tpftin pod, 100 
mites west of Guatemala. 



j 



We have looked at direct action tactics used in 
the defence of the -see and posited some possible 
conclusions. Now maybe F( p e worth igokrng at the : 
situation around the British Isles directly; Beyond 
the unconffontadle cataclysms of climate change j 
and the like, a variety of processes threaten the \ 
marine ecology around our shores. The oil 
industry (ospedally expansion Into the Atlantic 
ffonti-erk factory fishing, industrial shoreline 
expansion, marine aggregate dredging and 
pollution. 

In my opinion we can have little impact on 
pollution given the continuation of the system „ If “a 
a hydra with too many hends/ouiftow pipes. The 
odd concrete blockage might be good foe press 
attention and a ho. of justice. but it s not really 
meaningful, \ 

Of the other threats,, we have only done action 
against industrial shoreline expansion. The best 
example is the campaign against the Cardiff Bay 
Barrage, which though unsuccessful is try fined 
with discouraging some other similar schemes. A 
similar struggle could soon arise at Dibden Bay on 
She edge of the New Forest. These campaigns are 
really Just an extension of the land struggles, with 
the possible added excitement of zipping around in 
dinghies, so I will noi go into detail here. 

The oil industry at sea has been largely ignored ! 
by us bar the ridiculous debacle that was the Sea \ 
Empress Spill Anniversary Action. As it happened it 
would have been far better had we ignored it.. 

(Though an credit goes to Reclaim the Valleys, who 



triad to rescue the -situation when the organising 
group 'Cardigan Bay EFV went AWGL on the day — 
alter 70+ activists from around the counlry turned 
upi) So far only Greenpeace has done actions 
around the Atlantic Frontier. It is beyond me how 
wi|h our present resources we could carry out 
ctfreef defence oi this globally important marine 
eco sys tem — but let's at least get our grey ceils 
working on the issue. Though it's npt actually 
getting in the way on the Atlantic Frontier itself, 
blockades etc of Britain's oil infrastructure may be 
useful, 3 ^ When jewels like the St. Hilda region are 
under threat, action must be taken. 

As for factory fishing, Britain is both a base end 
a stopping port for fleets of driftnetters and 
klondkyers from around the world. Look through 
the eyes of agent #013 to see the work ahead, 
Pushing quo! as are resulting jo the elimination of 
over half ol the British fishing fleet. Unfortunately 
this is not automatically a cause lor celebration, 
Tho elite are using the collapse or fish stocks" to 
eliminate small hshing boats while leaving large 
factory bouts to trawl the sees. Thera is potential 
for some level of joint action by radical ecologists 
and militant fishing communities against big ships 
and the economic forces steering therm. The 
barriers aini conflicts which would need to be 
overcome to build such a unity are maybe too big 
and it F s maybe too late already. 

Aggregate dredging— aka quarrying tho sea — is 
set to become a significant threat to marine life 
around this island- Massive expansion plans are 
afoot which among other things threaten 'fish stock 
breeding areas'. Fisher folk in France have already 
shown their opposition, and Ironically there could 
be a point of tactical unity between us around this 
attack, M far as l know, no one is organising on 
this. 



Defending the Living Sen; Medium Term 
Objectives 

P have been more vogue when dealing with 
defending tho Irving sea than I was when 
discussing defending the living land, This is not □ 
reaction of their relative Importance; just on our 
position today and tho powers we have developed. 
Though hotspot stylo analysis does exist for tho 
seas, it is both less developed, less accurate and< 
for y$ anyway, less relevant. As mentioned before, 
some of the most diverse marine ecosystems— 
such as many coral reefs— are probably doomed 
thanks to climate change. Nothing we can do wijl 
save them- However, I do believe there are some 
steps we can take to move towards the challenge 
of defending the living seas 

1) Engage wrUb Sup Shepherd: The S5CS Has a 
UK contact but no office r We should build 
connections and aid them- If possible. At the very 
least we should distribute their material and give 
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whatever support we een when, their boats visit 
Britain. We should raise awareness OF their 
mission and do solidority actions If and when they 
are arrested. Despite reservations, more Grits 
should volunteer to serve aboard Sea Shepherd 
vessels. 

2) Expand Hu plunk's Navy: There is no innate 
reason for the non existence of European See 
Shepherd style boats. This projeel could take years 
to come to fruition but would be immensely 
valuable as both a tool for direct action and a 
training ship for marine wilderness defenders. 

3} Sink 'Em My Hearties: No missive 
organisation is needed to scuttle a whaler or 
similar ship. Serious thought should go on before 
such action is taken, illegal' whalers should 
pfimatily b« targeted as ihey are presently trying to 
expand their , harvest 1 , ah that holds us back is our 
fear, 

4) Investigate amJ T^k* Action off British 
Shores. Research needs to be done. similar m 
scope Co dial needed for Snll&h land habitats, to 
find out which marine ecosystems are both 
threatened and within our capacity to defend. Solid 
conclusions should lead to solid action P setting 
national! priorities For action. 




Our Isles host fleets of factory ships. A large 
purse-seiner (above} based in North East 
Scotland hauls m a catch of h wring from rhe 
North Sea. How long will these Lotfalftms roam 
unhunted? 

5) Ski PI Up; Our circles should try to increase 
our rater y skills. Scuba, ships, zodiacs, sailing, 

[ nsvIgHtlon — whatever. Worse case scenario Is wd 
have a fun time wi|h little political payoff. Best 
scenario is we have lun and prepare ourselves for 
campaigns to come. 



Defending Living Culture 



Radical ecology has always taken its 
cue from indigenous resistance. Our 
crossed wrench and stone axe symbol 
holds the very essence of our 
movement; a fighting unity between 
primal people and those deep In 
Industrial society who want to wrench 
their way out* 

While Eh g Fourth world survives enveloped 
within l he borders of some First World countries, 
most indigenous people live in I ho Majority World. 
In Europe, only a minority of Sami live in any way 
almll&r to our ancestors. Thus as with biological 
meltdown, the struggle against cultural molldOwn 
salts us J over ihe water' . 

Beyond the core the tribes are everywhere 
under attack. Many ore engaged In farge-scafe 
resistance to lo vial ham the Papuans, the 
Zapatistas and the ijaw for example. Our circles 
have already done quite a lot of action to support 
(base indigenous communities and this should 
continue. Here i am ress concerned with them 
(cultures with significant populations capable of 
major action},, than with those small; shrinking wild 
societies that d left without allies wiN undoubtedly 
soon perish. I cover the work needed to aid 
Struggling indigenous communities later at longih 



in Task MV 1 — Supporting Rebellions Beyond the 
; Core, 

There are many scattered individuals trying to 
help endangered primal cultures bol no solid 
network that enables them to co-operate 
Internationally. The nearest to what is needed is 
| FdendS Of People Close to Nature (HPCN]. FPCN 
has earned out serious no-compromlse work 
around tne world. Unfortunately it revolves largely 
around a man who has severe problems working 
with other people and has dubious Ideas around 
gender and race. Never the ress. many practical 
things can be learned from this "network". 

FPCN concentrates less on solidarity actions 
than with getting odt there and helping directly. Two 
examples of some recent campaigns illustrate their 
attitude. 

Within the territory or Tanianie r five the 
Hadzabe—East Africa's last gatherer-hunters. One 
band are typical. Pushed to the mo&t marginal 
land, banned from using the only watering hole In 
: miles unless they perform for tourists, their 
children abducted by soldiers and forced into 
! schools; under siege from all sides by settlers & 
j missionaries. While Western White trophy hunters 
armed with modern weapons zip around in Land 
Rovers decimating the local mega-fauna. Had/abe 
hunters are j anted for hunting with bows and arrows 
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in their traditional lands, They don 1 ! have hunting 
llcenos, just on unbroken History thousands of 
yeers old. 

FPCW activists visited the scattered camps to 
see how they could help, they provided basic 
Humanitarian aid and protested again st the local 
powers. Best of all, they hired a track and rescued 
abducted Hadzabe children from enforced 
schooling and returned Them to their families in the 
bush. There, as everywhere, missionaries are the 
advance guard of cMHsation. The simple presence 
of 'Westerners' who decry the missionaries for the 
fools* charlatans and profiteers they are 
strengthened the tribal resolve. 

"The haired against these strangers grows 
among the Hadzabe, FPCN stands ready eo 
sanction end assist with the burning out of 
churches on Hndjaiand following a simitar 
explosion where n church was completely 
destroyed by local tribe spcoplo/^ 

Many thousands of miles away, Eho lasl 
gatherer-hunters surviving In the Philippines face 
Similar threats. Like many tribes across the world, 
genocide has whittled down the Agta to the low 
hundreds. They are 'Red Booh" humans! They have 
become landless refugees In their own land. 

In 2001 FPCN raised £8,000 and purchased 10 
hectares of stolen Agta tribal land In Dipunfian, 

This land is meant to be a base for a significant 
section of the Agja population and for action 
against local logging of the rainforest. FPGN hove 
called for sorted western visitors to help out on 
the reserve and in the resistance: 

b l would suggest you slay here and look whal 
can be done. Watch the rion-bierarchie and soft 
way of Agta life, so you will perhaps love them and 
feel the need to protect |hem.* 3a 



FPGN is now trying to raise another £10.000 10 
buy an adjoining piece of land lor another 100 Agte 
: who want to stay. FPCN list a number of things 
western visitors can do at Uipuniian from "watch 
[ the small scale loggers not to cul the trees to 
Keep mlssionarres out of the place. The Agta feel 
l safer when foreigners are around.," 30 
I in Task IV I go into detail about practical work 
\ that can be done to support rebellions beyond the 
core, much of which Is directly applicable so sne 
defence of primal cultures. So to avoid repetition I 
l will not go into tactical detail here. The two 
j campaigns mentioned above provide good 
examples of whoit might needed to slow cultural 
IMttdtJVWt* 

Defending Living Culture: Immediate 
Objectives 

I will draw out some objectives to further us on 
ihe path to aiding tribes In general and gatherer 
hunters In particular. 

1) Forge Links with Allies: A re*H effort needs 
to be made to link up supporters of gatherer- 
hunters interested In solidarity actions and direct 
aid. The lack of a well functioning network Is 

| hindering activity.. [In the first published version of 
] I his text i advocated "consolidating links with 
] FPGN', Unfortunately despite a lot of good will on 
Ihe side of EFfens FPGM's teatfer had been 
: obstructive, rude and downright difficult to deal 
with from the start. Other problems specifically 
{ around FPCN and the Agta have also surfaced, 

; Despite this I believe they have done more to help 
□ufc gathwer huntofS iban nearly any other Western 
group. This should not blind us to the group's 
serious problems* but instead underline the need 
for activists from our networks to learn from and in 
j large part replace them.) 

2) Provide Direct Aid to Gatherer-Hunters, 
Starting wKh the Agta: By aiding the Agte w® can 

: have a real Impact on a perilous- situation* Only 
£10,000 is needed to buy trie adjacent rand to the 
= Dipuntian reserve. Tsaismg a substantial proper lion 
of the cash needed should not be impossible. 
Rights from Europe plus internal connections to 
e the reserve cost Just over £400. Once there living 
costs are low. This is an unusually cheap opening 
for on-tho-gmund support work, not to mention an 
amazing experience. Don*! let this opportunity pass 
: by! (People didn't - see below. J 

The Agta are defenders of the local ramf crest, 

r 

Eadier I stated that the Philippines are one oi the 
three hottest hotspots, in facing global fcuoiogicai 
meltdown one of our highest priorities. Here we 
have an opportunity to give direct aid and on- the- 
ground solidarity to an endangered gattioreNhunter 
community struggling to protect an ecology within 
one ol the three hottest of the global hotspot^ in 
one ot the lew Majority World countries with active 
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EH groups. The importance of any action on this 
Held Cannot be overslated. 

Any involvement by our circles with the Agta 
would act as 3 jumping board, extending 
experience and contacts — thus enabling similar 
work elsewhere. | In January of 2003 four Leeds 
EFfers went over to the Philippines with the 
express purpose of" helping at Dipuntian and 
working with £F? Philippines. Meanwhile Quite a few 
in the movement had pullnd together around the 
inspirational sounding project and raised the 
needed funds for the second land purchase 
through a mix of benefit gigs, beer selling, personal 
donations and grants. Unfortunately Dipuntian was 
definitely different than is publicity slated. As the 
EFIers said on return: "For the past year, much of 
SSP's work on the Philippines has cam red around 
the FPCN project at D \ punt inn., , Wo provided 
publicity and volunteers, and secured funding to 
buy more land for the project. Having now vlsfod 
and worked on the project we have made the 
decision to withdraw our support for it/ While this 
was very disapointing. to say the least, the visit 
was by no means a waste of time. Not only did the 
■fact finding mission 5 uncover some, unfortunate, 
facts— it also forged links with Agio bands 
elsewhere and tribes throughout the islands, as 
well as supporting Filipino EFlers- The Leeds visit 
richieved a number of decent things itself and has 
opened up the way to further, targeted action. 

Mure Info can be found on continuing work and the 
probems involved on : www.ccchactiorii.org/ssp.] 



3) Reconnect with Vcuntf LI das EF!: Six years 
ago Young Lions EFS (South Africa) were aiding the 
San Bushman, setting up 'bush skill" training 
camps where elders taught the old knowledge to 
"assimilated 1 San, The last we heard from them 

■ 

they were planning to smuggle e considerable 
number of San back into the Kalahari desert from 

a 

which they had been expelled. We have heard 
nothing since despite soma attempts at contact. 
YLEF! were an exceptional group, we must hope 
they're alright. Serious attempts should be made 
j to find out what happened and aid them if they are 
l still active. 

4) Cunt I Hut to Build IndigDitOui Solidarity Work: 

Those struggling indigenous peoples wo have aided 
so far (Ogoni, I jaw, Papuan, Bougamvlilian. 
Zapatista etc.) deserve our support. This will 
involve a lot of activity, but we are well on our way. 
A detailed look at what is needed can be found in 
Task IV. The last wild peoples call us ‘over the 
waiorL I know some of us will answer ihem. yet we 
must be very careful not to cause damage with our 
good intentions— 'Mosquito CopsL style. These are 
Incredibly delicate situations. Tribal people already 
have a plague of 'do gooders'. what they need Is 
allies, “Most tribes have no voice.They need 
people like us as allies because an the other 
j potential allies have agendas they want to impose 
in return for help. They are fighting for freedom, not 
for rights within our culture. Since freedom doesn't 
exist in our culture then theirs is truly the same." 37 



Task Conclusion; Warriors for the Earth 



To the land of these Isles most of us 
will return one day —dying, rotting, 
giving life. UntK then, the wind and soli 
In our soul should direct us. When our 
leaps halt machines* our scythes cut 
through experiments, Mir wrenches 
disable diggers and our matches start 
fires — we are the land* 

V Though we love this land, we love this entire 
earth and thus the global crisis calls us 'over the 
water", in the biological/cultural meltdown Britain's 
diversify marginal To confront Ehe meltdown we 
will need to join the battle to defend the earth's 
Iasi big wildernesses — on land and at sea. 

However, many of us will be unable to reach these 
global ecological frontlines and will have lo flight to 
preserve fragments behind enemy lines , Above all 
else, die wild areas in I he Mediterranean call us. 

| To slow cultural meltdown, the last remaining 
wiki peoples musl be aided in every way. if most of 
Our species are ever to break out of this nightmare 



} of our own making and find our way back lo the 
I earth, wo wilt have a lot to loam from them. 

Back in Britain t lot ‘a expand and escalate our 
action, In the conflict over rood building ecological 
direct action took on the STATE and WOM Lot's 

■ 

zero m on particular attacks on wildness and Stop 
them one after the other. 

We have the power to defeat some of 
[ civilisation's attacks on the wild, both here and in 
the hotspots: will we unleash 117 While community 
mobilising may win the day tn some battles, 
j sometimes "vanguard' action is colled for, Hera lies 
i a contradiction for us. The militant action needed 
could in fact alienate and hinder the (revolutionary 
] process,. Et could result in increased state 
j repression and a cut in public support. Those are 
j big problems but do not mean we should preclude 
; militant action — for the price may be worth paying. 

« After all. Thumb in the Dam struggles aim to 

protect ecological diversity while waiting not Just for 
\ the pOisfeMly of global (rlevciution but the 

certainty of Ihduslnal collapse. As warriors for I he 
earth we mu&l put the earth first’* 
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Preparing for Crises 



We must have the ability to defend ourselves, survive, and exploit crises In 
society Including capitalist attempts to destroy us. The divided and industrial 
nature of today's society has already determined the Instability of tomorrow. 



"It Is difficult Tor the British with th-eir tradition of stability 
to Imagine disorders arising beyond the powers of the police 
to handle, but already there are indications that such a 
situation could arise, and this at a time of apparently 

unrivalled affluence^." 

“If a genuine and serious grievance arose, such as might 
t os u It from a significant drop In the standard of living, all 
those Who now dlSsipiitu their protest over n wide variety of 
causes might concent mto their efforts and produce n 
situation which was beyond the power of the police to 
bundle, Should this happen the army would be rucgulred to 
m+tor* the position rapidly. Fumbling at this Juncture might 
have grave ooneoqoertoei even to the extent of undermining 
confidence Ail the whole system or governments 
— General Sir Frank Kltson r ex-CDmmnndor-in-Chlef of 

UK Land Faroes. 




cto* 









’■Imagine having no running water to drink, 
Chemicals contaminate the pipes leading to your sink. 
Just think, If the grocery stores clow their doers „ 
And they saturate the streets with tanks and start 

martial law. 

Would yon bo ready for civil wart™ 

— dead pr«. 








The Myth of Stability 




The myth Is that though we may see crisis on the TV In other countries. Western 
Europe will be Forever stable. Ibis Is an idea that our generation holds; other living 
generations are not so ahistorlcat — they, after all, have lived through history. 



Our grandparents experienced trie Second world 
war end ail of its horrors end the cold wa r partition 
of Europe. Many of our patents were teenagers 
during. Ihe fall of The Spanish and Portuguese 
fascist regimes in the '70s, the nse and fall of Ihe 
CEA-backed military coup in Oieece t the May '60 
revolt kn France 3rid venous social conflict in Italy 
in the “70s* to name Cut a few of Western 
Europe's recent crises. Not to me niton internment 
of radical 5 P soldiers on ihe streets for nearly thirty 
years* bombings and guerrilla warfare in Northern 
Ireland. 

For those who think ’that sort of thing couldn't 
happen hero 1 ir$ worth remembering that Britain 
came perilously cioso In i 968-75 to a military 
coup spearheaded by leading industrialists, high 
ranking army officers rind members of the secret 
services. 1 

Scoiflf crises are regular occurrences in 

societies based on crass warfare . 

The Living Earth in Crists 

The crises we fc ve known are likely to look pretty 
minor compared to what's on the horizon. Climate 
change and biological meltdown are already kicking 
off serious crises, killing hundreds of thousands 
and Ihe ride hasn’t even got going yet. The 
extremes of ecological instability are most visible 
at the ecological extremes- — the Tropical P Arctic and 
Antarctic zones. However the evolving global crises 
Will reach us in the Temperate zone. Things are 
gonna go a bh fucking weird. There is no way out 



of it: the ecological’ effects of yesterday s industry 
■ have already decided the ecological instability of 
= tomorrow* 

If (he elkmale and late support systems of the 
earth destabilise, you can guarantee that society 
i will also. 

E 

The Megamachtne in Crisis 

i Economic crisis, though connected to crises 
arising from class struggle and ecological 
destabilisation, are capable of creating chads in 
their own right, in the Inst five years of the 
twentieth century a wave of economic crises 
crashed whole economies: Albania. Russia, the 
Asian Tiger countries, in a globalised system the 
collapse of one economy can create a domino 
eflmt. For those assimilated into these fragile 
economies living slandards get worse. Many 
people simply cannot afford to lot things continue 
as they are. 

I Thu Indonesian uprising which ousted Softer to 
I and the 1997 insurrection in Albania 2 show whai 
I happens to regimes when their economies 
! collapse. So, unfortunately* does the depression 
j era rise of the Nazis. 

: Thanks to heavy economic manoeuvring West 

i European societies have not experienced the 
i destabilisation lhat ha* swept East Asia and the 
! Second world in the last decade. Their economies 
= are inherently less robust than those of the core 
l capitalist countries* but that does not mean ihal 
the core capitalist countries 'untouchable'. 
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Listen Hard — you can hear ?hu crash before The 
Impact. 

The Flesh in Crisis 

The mass nature of industrialism — a society 
evolved to consolidate oppressor order — itself 
produces mass 'personal" disorders In the I 

oppressed. Incremental changes in mental and \ 
physical health can seem trivial until a threshold is j 
reached. Under certain circumstances these 
personal disorders can seriously re order ! 

1 civilisation. ^ ] 

With herd medicine and transport systems ! 

tumipg, humanity ever more into a mono-culture, we 
can expect future epidemics to reap an 
unparalleled harvest of heads, in the mean ume a i 
divided society will continue to create divisions, not 
jus* between people Pul within people. Despite the 
glossy charade, such a fractured society is always 
on the edge o! implosion. As in the past, It IS just 

Crisis) Breeds CTmn < 

For all the reasons stated above It Is 

“ - - ™ 

highly likely that British society twill be 
•. hit by serious crises within our lifetime. 
Any movement that does not take this 
into consideration Is unlikely to survive. 
Crises by their very nature contain 
truckloads of both danger and 
possibility. Crises are moments of the 
extreme and when the shit hits the fan 
people look for extreme solutions. 

Tirnes Of sudden {revolutionary possibility often 
arise; out of war. chaos and social collapse. The 
ported alter both world ware saw massive 
revolutionary waves. The First World War brought 
us (he Russian to volution us well as wooers, and 
peasant uprisings across much of Europe. The 
Second World War seriously damaged much of the 
Weis* fabric of empire leading the wey to [ 

insurgencies across the Third world, in turn the 
horror of the Vietnam War opened up lauit lines 
across American society. 











a matter ol 1 time and chance how soon H will be 
bclore the persona! becomes political in a 
cataclysmic fashion. 



While Insurrechons have often arisen out of 
crises, crises may not be fertile ground for 
harmonious social (revolution. Though people look 
lor extreme solutions, there are no "pre-ordained" 
reasons why they will turn to anarchist ideas rather 
than authoritarian ones. In fact libertarian 
tendencies In the people are likely to be heavily 
curtailed when confronted with the inter webbed 
complexity of industrial society, peoples alienation 
from thair own food and the &caie of modern 
warfare. 

"Bead no more odes my son r read timetables: 
rbey ve to the point. And mff mo sea cherts out 

I before ft r s to me. Be watchful. do not smg. 
for once again the day is clearly coming 
when they wilt brand refusers on me chest 
end nail up lists of names on people's doors. 
Learn now to go unknown, team more than me: 
To change your face, your documents , your 

country . 

Become adept at every petty f reason. 

The sty escape each day and any season. 

For lighting fires encyclicals are good: 

And the defenceless can always put to use, 

As buffer wrappers, party manifestos, 

Anger and persistence will be required 
To blow into the lungs of power the dust 
Choking, insidious, ground out by those who. 
Storing experience, stay i tcruputous: by you. * 

—Hans Magnus EnzenOurgar 
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I lope for the Best — Prepare For the Worst 



Once again this Is where I depart from 
what I’ve earlier called the 'It'll be all 
right on the night' tendency. Two 
factors that are likely to in part decide 

what happens in a crisis are: 

X) How well known are anti^a uthoritarlan 
Meets? 

In crises peoples perception of the possible 
widens. Ideas, which under normal circumstances 
are rejected out of hand* In moments of crises can 
be judged and seen Co be sensible However, they 
can only be judged if they have been one forward in 
tho past Thus anfr authoritarian educational work 
to the non-aligned^ m8jomy (oday, can influence 
decision* over aims and forms of organisation (hoy 
make In crises tomorrow- 

21 How oxpmlancecfl Jind Orpnlt^l II bar tartan 
groups .ire. 

Cn any crises in British society today the main 
course of events will primarily be determined by 
the elite and the previously non- aligned. However, 
history has shown that relatively small groups can 
have a decisive effect in moments of enses. Spain 
in the 1920s and 1936 P Northern lie I ami. the 
Ukraine in 1919 and the French resistance provide 
some examples. 

1 am not advocating organising an armed 
vanguard force to lead the peopte to revolution in 
times of crisis. HI Joave these ridicuious notions to 
the Leninists, I am saying that as groups which 
understand! what might be corning and have the 
ability In pari (o affect it we have a duty to 
Intervene in limes of crises. It's our role as 
anarchists to stop authoritarian organisations— 
right wing or loft wing— gaining ground in times of 
crisis. Or at least attempt, to do so. 

It n group is to hove any effect It must: 

a) Hove an Intimate knowledge of its local area. 

b) nave a range of basic skitls and resources 
available from those needed for fighting to 
medicine, printing rjncJ the use Of 
communication equipment 

c) Consist of members who through previous 
struggle have pushed back their fear darners 
and extended their creative operational vision of 
the possible, 

d) Have an understanding of what actions 
authoritarian organisations are likely to carry out 
in moments of crisis 

e) Have a number of members entirely unknown to 
the state as "subversives'. 




Some advice from an Orkney anarchist - 
' C&wr mam road block with automatic fire. 

Block secondary routes end mine or boOtiy^lra p 
these , J Revolutionaries too often don't m ink 
about me practicalities of insurrection, never 
mind prepare for it 

\ Thankfully, actions taken under other areas of 
strategy from Thumb In She Dam struggles lo She 
l growing of a combatative counter-culture prepare 
us in part for what might need to be done in 
E crises. The experience 'affinity groups' get in Pie 
present from involvement in mass actions, anti-GM 
; sabotage., strikes, hunt Sobbing, munkeywrenehing, 
j: animal liberation, pirate radio, general criminality 
and anti-fascist activity ore all useful training for 
the unexpected future. 

The anarchist scene in Britain is growing but it"s 
still a small shoal In a sea of sixty million fishes. 
Nevertheless its easy to underestimate our ability 
to intervene fn a crisis by concentrating on our 
present number of “activists". In fact one 
consistent aspect of crises ris that when the 
barricades go up many ‘ex-activists/militants 1 
come out of Velirement 1 . 

Thanks to dole cheques and the tow Eevel of 
generalised class struggle the British radical 
ecological and libertarian scenes have existed as 
"alternative youth cultures'. Theso cultures have 
encapsulated the lives of tens upon lens of 
. thousands oF peopie over the last three decades. 1, 

. By their very nature youth cultures are cultures of 
! the young, and when the young get older they 
usually leave. However, l believe that most of 
those who have "left', dropped out of politics . got 
disillusion eel", 'burnt aut\ etc, rejected not the 
principles of anarchism but the practice of 
activism. In times of social crises those who got 
| off the hamsler wheel will know that action is noi 
only with purpose but in their interest- Those who 
have once stood up are likely to stand agalm 
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(Counter) Revolutionary Rainy Day Reacts 



it's raining outside and unusually you're no! 
feeling particularly passionate. Hell, why no! read 
yp on state counter- insurgency strategy? When it 
comes to insurrection and revolutionary struggle 
the state rs highly efficient et assessing and 
learning from its successes and defeats. Sadly, 
radical movements rarely are. In times of relative 
social peace we have the space to leam from the 
past. If we ever need the lessons in the future we 
are unllkety to be able to do the reading. As well 
as studying 'our own 1 histones It Js highly useful 
to read the 'other side's" view of things — not ihe 
propaganda it gives the people but the analyses it 
gives its own armies, Some of them are publicly 
available if you look for them and unlike the ’pie 
In the sky' rubbish radicals cm come out wflh< 
6hey are useful, relatively undogrnatKc analyses o( 
confrontations of strategy* 

The First book worth reading is without a doubt 
the one Irom which this sect ion's front page 
quote is from: Law intensity Operations: 
Subversion, insurgency and Peacekeeping by 
Frank Kilson, ISBN 0571161812. Anyone who 

jokingly might think thmnsuIvKS a revolutionary 
should read this book — without a doubt a 
Machiavellian masterpiece. Kitson's career 
culminated in being the top bod in the British land 
army and along the way he helped screw 
insurrections in Kenya. Malaysia, Oman, Cyprus 
and most famously of all. Northern Ireland. 

Written at the beginning of the TOs. Law intensity 
Operations has remained hugely influential, 
especially in the British and American military. In 
the words of the author's 1991 Preface 
it was written: "primarily to prepare the 
army to play a part in countering 
subversion and Insurgency... H , While a 
lad dated, as a practical how to book on 
snuffiqg out subversion it should bo 
read by us m. 

A good introductory ([hough non- 
specialist and therefore less useful) is 
flagged Wan The Story of 
Unconventional and Counier- 
Hevprutronary Warfare by Leroy 
Thompson, ISBN 185409369ft. Its 
author has a decent pedigree from a 
USAF Ranger trained special missions 
unit and seems to have spent most of 
the last three decades training some 
real oppressive scumfucks. Being 
recently published this is by nature far 
more contemporary. The Art of Counter 
Revolutionary kVarby LL Col. John 1. 

McCuen, (e*-US Ajmy General Staff) 



was published in 1972 and thus- like Low intensity 
Operations Is heavily dated but well worth 
reading; hot least for its vast and hi partisan 
bibliographies. 

While much of these books concentrate 
{understandably) on oounlering predominantly 
rural gu-ernlta warfare, to ignore urban counter- 
insurgency strategy would be a serious mistake. 
Northern Ireland js The classic Western case and 
radicals should devour anything thoy eflft find 
about it. The best available I'd say is The Military 
Strategy of the Irish Republican Mov^nreef by MLR 
Smith | Lecturer at Greenwich Military College), 
ISBN 0415091S16. 

The only serious attempt to breach this subject 
by British anarchists is the wonder I lj[ — but now 
very dated — Towards 4 Gitimns Militia by 
Clenfuugos Press, ISBN 09G4S64339- It's a good 
introductory guide lo principles of armed 
re si stance, organisation and conduct of guerrilla 
warfare, the tactics of security fortes, and the 
organisation and operation of civilian resistance 
movements, it's written by Stuart Christie, an 
Orkney based anarchist who put Ills money where 
his mouth was—among other things famously 
attempting to assassinate France It’s practical, 
and at 28 A4 pages, quite concise. If you read 
any book In this so lection read this one, Beware 
S hough — state technologies have advanced a ]ot 
In the last twenty years* 

After a rainy day In with that lot you should be 
able to Join the swelling ranks of counter* 
insurgency warfare iratnspotters. 




Mock village on the Gunge ness peninsula in Kent which 
was consfnjcfed for realistic military framing in Northern 
Ireland and urban areas. 
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Visualise Industrial Collapse 



The above sub-header Is an oft used 
North American EF! slogan. Ecologically 
this civilisation (unfortunately probably 
not civilisation Itself) is doomed- 
may bo not today, maybe not tomorrow 
but within the lifetime of our children's 
children, our children or possibly even 
ourselves. We should not mourn for the 
death of this tyrannical, earth 
destroying culture but we should 
prepare for Its end. 

For the second time in (has pamphlet l"m 
emphasising the need— in times of crisis, an times 
of stability— TO KNOW HOW TO FEED YOURSELF, 
YOUR FAMILY, FRIENDS AND COMRADES! We will 
not always he able to roly on iho destruction and 
imperialism of industrial agribusiness to food u$ 
(ike babies: nor should we. 

George Bradford of the American anarchist 
magazine Fifth Estate is Instructive in his essay 
We AM Live In Bhopal’, In the aftermath of the 
1954 chemical explosion in Bhopal in India (which 
killed, and continues to kill, thousandth the 
population ned: 

"The New Yprk Times quoted one man, who 
said. "They are not believing the scientists or the 
slate or anybody. They only want to save their 
lives,.. All the public has gone to the village, “ the 
reporter explained that "going to the village' is 
what Indians do when trouble comes. A wise and 
age old strategy for survival by which little 
communities always renewed themselves when 
bronze, Iron and golden empires with clay Fuel fell 
to their ruin. But subsistence has. been and is 
everywhere being destroyed, and with h, culture. 
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What are we to do when there is no village to go 

tor..", 

" The corporate vampires are guilty of greed, 
plunder, murder, slavery, extermination arK j 
devastation. We should avoid any pangs of 
sentimentalism when the time comas for them to 
pay for their crimes against humanity and the 
■ natural worrd. But we will have to go beyond them, 

= to ourselves: subsistence..,. We must find our way 
: back to the village, or as the North American 
natives said, 'back to the blanket 1 , and we must do 
; this not by trying to save an industrial civilises ion 
that is doomed , but in the renewal of life which 
must take place in the ruin." 

Until recently people were adept at subsistence 
j even in Britain — birth place of industry. For most 
l people it is only a few generations that separate 
their fingers from the soil. One does not need to go 
back to the times of the peasantry to see this 
: connection. On an allotment site anywhere in 
Britain you'll find elder Fy working doss people who 
know both the satisfaction and the personal and 
e poiiiical reasons for growing 

Subsistence skills can be learnt by us all, and 





passed on to our children. 
Non -industrial medicine must 
also bo strung! honed- In 
preparing for "the collapse" 
we also build our autonomy 
and reconnact with (Wing 
systems. There are few 
things more satisfying, and 
sensible, than sitting down 
to eat a meal grown by the 
combined powers of nature 
and one's own hands. Let 
us rebuild the generational 
connection with the dan d 
now. And as Bradford says. 
*Let us do so soon before 
we are crushed." 
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Counter- ( R) evolution?- — We should be so lucky (lucky, 
lucky, lucky) 



this section I have been talking \ 

about how we should prepare for a 
number of types of crises, f have not 
mentioned counter ( Revolution which I 
have largely dealt with In Task I: I 

Growing Counter-Cultures, To many It 
may seem strange that I have \ 

separated 'preparing for crises' and 
"preparing for counter-revolution 1 — 

surely a type of crisis? 

My answer is that in this seen on i nave been j 
talking about what preparation our eaislmg 
movement can make in anticipation of crises that 
are likely to be coming. On the oilier Hand, 
discussion^ of counts r-revolulion presume a 
revolution worth countering — a class movement of 
vast scale . t have argued that In Western Europe 
only a significant working class counter-culture tan 
seriously threaten! the elite. That denes not exist in 
Britain and no doubt is unlikely to m the immediate 
to medium term — If at all, In other words* 
preparations to defeat counter revolution could only 
fre made by a movement as yet not in existence in j 
anticipation of crises that without its existence are 
unlikely to come. 



As I argued earlier in Task 1, only e combination 
of military disaffection and an armed people has 
any hope of successfully defeating a counter- 
(revolution — 'winning 1 a civil war* I also argued 
that rebellions such as France In '58 will remain 
only temporary when they are not products of past 
Struggles and a strong counter-culture that can not 
only propel a vision of the future but Ifeld 
considerable armed class strength* 




Troops on streets fri the UK, Many don 't 
(/iprjik WaJ son of thing coutP happen here , " in 
fact t he UK has hosted one of the longest civil 
wars in history. 



Task Conclusion: Don’t C all Up Blood 



It Is worth here underlining the point 
that we should not look forward to 
these moments of cataclysm with 
relish * Anarchist history is brim-full with 
stories of social crises leading to 
uprisings which have in turn lead to the 
extermination of libertarians. \ 

AH powermongers are our foes and as a result = 

anarchists hnwe a tendency to get it in the neck. : 

While harmony can be born of crisis* the child is \ 
more often horror. ] 

However* an understanding lhal crimes are likely 
in our lifetime shows that being in a sorted 
counter-culture i cored In the land yet with an ability 
to act in conflict is in our own interest. 

Radical groupings are essentially gangs (see 
Cmriatlel) and gangs are what you need to survive 
and prosper in limes of crises. ■* 
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RESTRICtlO 



Atio\f& i*s $ pocket card carriod by FfTgfr's.fi 
s ottiiors tn Ireland. Those of us iivrng in Britain 
shouid not feci complacent: mainstream 
sources confirm thst orders to use Oalon 
rounds were issued for $n anti-Cdminal Justice 
Bill demo in 1 994. Demonstrators seated the 
gates of Downing Street— had many of them 
actuaity mode it over the gates into the street, 
orders were that & volley of plastic Outtots 
should he fired. 
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"A security counter-action need cover no more 
then 5000 people.,, the totet internment could 
easily be accomodated In a "Gaelic Archipelago J 
off the vl test Highlands. " — George Vcung, u\- 
Vice Chief of Ml6 (Subversion and the GiiUah 
RliPOsle, 19S^) 
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The counter-culture must net In real solidarity with our struggling sisters and 
brothers on other islands. Aid them In whatever we can and bring the 'majority 
world 1 batttef rents to the boardrooms, bedrooms and barracks of the bourgeoisie. 



“Our intention is to disrupt the empire. to Incapiidtntt? it. to put pressure on the crocks, to moko it 
hard to carry out its bloody functioning against the peciplu of the worldly to join the world struggle. to 
^ attach from the Inside," 

— Prairie Fi^ the Weather Underground Organisation, 1E74 

-Mohammed Singh Azari. Slndnbnd! No apologias. Not a shot in the dark. This Is a warning. The 
sleeping tiger awakes each and every morning. The time Is now right to burst the imperil bubble. And 
my net of revenge is just a part of the struggle, A bullet to the head won't bring back the dead. But It 
wall lift the spirits of my people, Well keep on fighting, We've been a nation a bused, Your stiff upper lip 
will bleed, Anri your pride will bo brufisud< VW shake hands with the hangman. I II wear the noose with 
pride. For unllko the British I vd no crimes, to J ustHy. PentcfivMu will be my Int place on north. And then 
jl dopth will iot urn me to the fund of my birth." 

“ Auntli*, As Ion Dub Foundation 1 





Solidarity if? also a Weapon 



All over this earth millions of peasants, 
workers and tribals are defending 
themselves and the land against 
constant assaults by capital. In every 
nation the war between the classes 
escalates and at present ft Is the rich j 
that are winning most of the battles. 

■ 

Ever since the radical ecological direct action [ 
movement emerged. one of its centra! themes hft£ 
been support for Struggles in Ihe Majority World* 

The communities we have chosen to support have 
reflected changes in our worldview and how wo see 
ourselves, j 

At first, only 'non-violent 1 struggles wore given 
any support, This con be illustrated toy looking at 
Ihe Direct Action Empowerment Video produced 
in early 1993. The Pllm (wbhcb I like, despite some 
Cringe- worthy moments} covers ecological conflicts j 
around the world, The Only Majority World struggles 
given space were the Narmada protests * the Ggoni 
in Nigeria and the Penan logging blochades m 
Sarawak. At ihe time, all three commu nines 
professed some sort of non-violonc^ code, The 
tactic at 'non-violenf confrontation is pretty rare in 
the Majority World, for sensible reasons, so this I 
selection is quite reveling. During the '90s most 
of our cades abandoned the ideology of non- 
violence and as a result wg have increasingly been 
supporting those engaged in armed resistance to = 
the global umpire. Now perceiving ourselves as 
'revolutionaries', we are engaged with revolutionary [ 
communities, l 

Originally our actions were mediaoentnc. trying 
to bring press attention la the plight of our 
adopted' peoples. Now that we see ourselves 
involved In a growing network of communities in 
resistance, how do we engage in real solidarity? 




Real solidarity with a rebellion abroad Is {as the 
Zapatistas hammer on at us} creating rebellion at 
home. Only a truly global rising win pul an end to 
class society /civilisation and give birth to a new 
world. Fighting nol for them but with them against 
a common enemy,. However, there are some 
important things that wd are well placed to do, 
Below is by no moans a complete list. 



Direct Cash Aid to Struggling Communities 



Thanks to exchange rates small 
amounts of barb currency can have a 
much larger effect in Majority World 
countries than it does here. Providing 
practical 1 financial aid for revolutionary 
groups abroad should not be seen as 
charity. It's merely a tool of solidarity 
that we have available to us as a result 
of our position In the highly 
moneterised capitalist core. 



1) Money for Community Health and 
j Survival 

The types of low intensely warfare that many 
groups find themselves in me not fought out pimply 
l between soldiers and armed groups. They are 
: fought out In the ‘hearts ®fld minds' of the 
[ community as a whole, A long established tenet of 
| Counter-revolutionary warfare |£ to firstly grind 
\ down the Subsistence and health of a population. 

\ Secondly, at the moment of desperation, offer 
: med^cat, educational end technical aid to families 
i and villages within Iho conflict rone who are willing 
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to lake s'ides with th$ state en< I ggrporailons. The 
carrot-and-Stiek approach arms to disconnect the 
population from radicals in its midst, and form 
counter-gangs to oppose Them, fly supplying aid 
hnpfvey deadly to struggling communities wo can In 
part oppose this process through) positive action. 
For Instance one minor punk benefit gig in America 
paid for a Z apatite a [EZUM|i community to be 
connected up to Clean water- One US/Mflttfcan 
anarchist federation quickly raised enough money 
to set up a women's heelth Clinic in Chiapas. 

Regimes often purposefully spread diseases in 
rebellious populations and put up medical 
blockades. Thfes Is exacerbated by the fact that 
many struggling immunities do not have basic 
Immunity to Western diseases and live on marginal 
land, of in slums and shanty towns. Thanks to 
malnutrition they often have weakened Immune 
systems from the start. 

One Bougainvl I Non told me that due to the 

medical blockade by Papua Now Guinea (PNG}, 

£25 raised in Britain to smuggle in medical aid 
could save ihe life of half a dozen revolutionaries 
on Bougainville, If that’s not a good deal I don't 
know what 1st Saving the lives of six. self -described 
ecological revolutionaries.. for the price of a couple 
of rounds down the pub and a curry] 

2} Money for Refugee Camps 

When people try lo defend themselves and their 
land, the resulting military repression often forces 
a Significant proportion of I he population to flee 
over borders to (he relative safety of neighbouring 
countries. The resulting life of the refugee can vary 
tremendously bu( is almost always harp, poor and 
crammed. Often forced io rgJy on outside support, 
refugee communities sometimes find none at all. 

When the Nigerian military cracked down on the 
Ogonl resistance against Snell Oil. around a third 
ef the Qgonl lied their homo vH logos, many of 
which had been mmd to the ground. Thousands 
fled to camps in neighbouring countries where they 
lived for months in squalid conditions. A small 
emount of medical aid, clothing and funds wore 
collected in Britain and sent Over by a solidarity 
group and by Ogonl Irving in London, in a desperate 
situation this aid made a roar difference. 

However., St was still very little compered with 
what could have been raised. At the time the Qgoni 
were big in the newspapers and hundreds were 
willing to hsk arrest in patrol station blockades 
across (he country. Tens of thousands, could easily 
have been raised by local groups. Even without 
public fundraising 3 sizeable amount could have 
been raised very quickly. At least 300 people look 
part in the petrol station blockades. If just those 
300 people had each put in a fiver £1,500 could 
have been raised al the click of our movement's 
finger* — enough for a sizeable aid package! 



Recently a couple Of hundred quid was sent to 
j Papua New Guinea, This paltry amount paid for a 
consignment of anti-malarial drugs for West 
Papuan refugees, 

■ 

2 

3 

3) Money for Prisoners 

■ 

Of course, any movement which gains any 
success will quickly find some of its number in 
j prison. Being in prison in Europe Is no picnic and 
\ our movement's prisoners desperately need more 
| support than they get. Most of the problems we 
: B associate with prison support here are similar 
: outside of the West but In more drastic ways. 

Family visits, if allowed at all, are often costly 
i bolh in travel and In bribes, fn many Majority World 
countries a prisoner will not be fed from I he prison 
budget but will have to rely On his community (o 
supply either food itself or money (0 (ho prison in 
order to stay nlive. (It a s worth pointing out this 
used to be the case in many British prisons 
hundreds of years ago!} In the usually horrendously 
unhygienic conditions docent doctors also have to 
\ be paid for. Even the smallest "privilege' can be 
; imjMsslble without bribes to prison officials.. Legal 
E -aid will also have to be paid. This finance burden 
c an cripple families. Increasingly, the time and 
i energy a community used to pul into revolutionary 
! actFon has to be put into raising funds to keep its 
j prisoners alive end relatively healthy. 

] Over the last few years British Anarchist Black 
I Cross activists have rossed hundreds of pounds for 
r E&si European anarchist prisoners and their 
j support campaigns- This money has been a largo 
boost because hundreds of British pounds in 
: countries like the Czech Republic and Poland 
\ translates into a tot of money, In the Third World 
■ (his is even more tht case. Ridicufou&ly small 
[ amounts of money can make a real difference (0 
those in cages in the colonics. 

4) Money For Agitation and Propaganda 



Why not sponsor a pamphlet, leaflet book or 
poster campaign by ah anorchisl/ecological group 
[ outside of the West? You’ll definitely get more 
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propaganda f nr your penniesl As an example a 
donation or $40 from anarchies in Ihu US paid rur 
a campaign of slickers, posters, and leattots by 
anarchists in universities across the Czech 
Republic. Another good recent example is the 



Revolutionary tourism — a contentious 
subject! 1 would say that, despite 
limitations* Western activists cart be 
very useful on the ground in Majority 
World struggles — as long as they take 
their cue from native groups and don't 
just follow their own agenda. This 
opinion is shared by the Mexican EZLN f 
the Free Papua Movement (OPM) t the 
Bougainville Revolutionary Army (BRA) a 
Anti-Dam communities In India and the 
Rainbow Keepers in Russia; all of which 
have recently asked for foreign radicals 
to come to their lands. From the 
perspective of the volunteer, sojourns in 
others struggles can be extremely 
Instructive. 

Activists should only take pent in this on-ihe- 
g^ound solidarity at the Invitation of the 
communities themselves. la some situations. the 
presence of a loreignor can bring down Hassle on 
the community and just be another mouth to feed. 
The communities will know whet is needed and 
what is applicable. 

Three years ago some EFIers and friends 
published a great basic guide to what am can 
praclically do on-the ground in Chiapas. Though 
much of it will be inapplicable to other struggles! I 
urge anyone thinking of engaging m a PIE of 
f evolutionary tourism to read this book which goes 
Into for greater detail than I do here. 3 

Essentially, the useful work that con bo done by 
Western activists can be divided into work 
invokmg; 1 — Specialist practical skill and 2 — Work 
which Involves very little specialist practical skill. 

V\\ deal with l he so two areas separately, 

On-t he -Ground Solidarity Work with 
Specialist Practical Skills 

The nature of the struggle will define what skills 
outside radicals can provide that might not be 
available- or plentiful to struggling communities. In 
general* external: specialist technological expertise 
is more useful in less urban struggles. I'll list just 
a few of the most obvious useful skills that have 
boon requested by movements in recent years. 



funding and provision of besio radio transmission 
and studio equipment by Black liberal lonisfs in the 
US to the anarcbo-syndlcaNsl Aw aruness Le^tgue in 

Nigeria, 




Medical Expertise: This is the one skill that 
without a doubt is always needed and never 
available enough to radical groups. Whatever form 
. the struggle takes — violent or non-violent— 
misters will got attacked by the stale, Whether it 
is mass demon strotions, small blockades or 
guerrilla actions, those engaged in struggle risk 
injury and often death. Medical support on the 
ground can make all the difference, Whole 
movements sometimes operate with practically no 
medical support at all — at a terrible cost. This is 
especially true of indigenous groups such as the 
\ OPM, 

Bad lo and Communication Technology Many 
movements have got (his sorted bul many mere 
have not. Communication technology needs divide 
into three areas: a) Internal" organisational 
communication — such as mdlo links between 
different groups throughout a country and djflerent 
: cells on actions and demonstrations, b) External 
communication to the domestic population at 
large --such as mobile pirate radio systems c ) 
intern atioral coifimun icat Ion to movements and 
groups world wide — such as mobile phones, long 
distance radio and Internet set ups. Lack oi 
electronic communication! systems con leave 



Travelling to and Joining their Struggle 



2ji 0/ lip PI* i- IC 






movements — especially guerrilla ones— isolated 
within themselves. from- the people as a whole and 
lio-m international solidarity liioy are by no means 
essential— end in some aitu^iJons an unnecessary 
danger — but they can make the way easier. 

Appropriate Tech-nolDgy; If you're good at 
turning ruboish into useful things. there is always a 
place for you. At whatever stage of struggle 
inrtovaTscm is always needed. Bougainville showed 
how far you can gel with appropriate technology — 
water power turbines running lighting and lathes for 
making home-made guns and coconuts fuelling 
cooking. QRA unit jeeps and pretty much everything 
else. However,, be wary of any tendency to push 
development through technology) 1 

Weaponry end Warfare: It s extremely unlikely 
that if a group hes modern weaponry it will need 
Westerners to tell il how to suck eggs. However, if 
you"ro an ex-squaddie, you might be useful in some 
atruggios—not so much as some sort of unpaid 
mtrceiwy* but more for any specialist knowledge 
the slate may have taught you. 

On the Ground Solidarity Work NOT with 
Specialist Practical Skills 

3f you have little of the skills dosertbed above 
you cars still — depending on the struggle— be of 
possible great use on-the^gnound. As an anarchist 
Westerner one is In the peculiar position of, upon 
having the West. being able to do certain things 
merely because of the passport one carries or the 
colour -of one's skin. The following isju^i a short 
list of some useful rotes. It is worth underlining 
that these can largely only be carried out In 
situations no more intense than low intensity 
warfare. 

Human Shi old/ Human Flights Observer: The 

presence of Westerners can decrease tho 
likelihood of some forms of assault on 
communities. As on example, aerrai bombardment 
and oriiliury ere less likely if there’s awkward 
Westerners who it’s embarrassing to kill hanging 
about. in some situations making the state do its 
massacres by hand decreases the stale's In-built 
military advantage. Sometimes the more presence 
cf a Westerner can cool a situation — albeit 
temporarily Such work has been very useful in 
various ptaces bui most solidly in Chiapas. 

Situations are different between countries AND 
within countries. One activist who went to We as 
Papua found his presence did have a positive 
effect in one area, e negative effect in another. 

Media work: As Western activists we have 
greater access to the international media than 
native communities. Though liberals put too much 
Stack in raising the profile of struggling groups. K 
can make a real dif ference, Footage end reportage 
of Strikes, rebellions, armed struggle, riots and 
al Child* can he Ihe deciding factor that 



convinces a company it is not worth investing in 
\ such a trouble spot. 

Travel Companion: The presence of a Wester nor 
with limited Immunity to errest. torture and 
disappearance can be very useful when exiled 
j radicate attempt to re-enter their homeland. 

Airports and border crossings can be very 
; dangerous. A Majority WorFd friend told me once 
l hat despite being wanted by the slate, when he 
was back among the mass ol his people he fell 
relatively safe. But entering his country was 
[ terrifying. Would the palrolfing secret police 

decome suspicious and guess who he was? Would 
they check his passport was * fully in order"? Alone 
in the airport, he could have been picked up and 
nobody would know that he had been taken. No 
outside support would come io a man no-one knew 
was missing. For (his reason, a British activist 
wont with him so that at least his people and 
solidarity groups would know they needed to took 
for him. Of course, the very fact oi travelling wiih a 
Westerner can arouse suspicion so It is not always 
i a good idea. One Kurdish anarchist was asked if 
she wanted such a travelling companion!, bul she 
believed in Turkey it would make no difference. For 
hen possible torture or worse was merely the luck 
of the draw. 

Prison Visiting: Westerners can sometimes get 
into places that might be difficult for locals . Also 
for different reasons there may be no organised 
pfhSOft visiting programme by a native community. 

! Prisoners could be held In far off jails maybe 
hundreds of miles ow ay from iheir friends and 
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Students on the Palestinian ofive harvest in me 
*&Qs* Today Western activists continue to join 
the ^rvesr to offer scorn protection fd 
boseiged Palestinians* who are regularly shot at 
by isr&eli settlers and soldiers, 

families. Visits by 3 prisoner's comrades may only 
result in the visitor himself being interrogated and 
possibly jailed « This is less likely for Westerners. 



Agricuitur.-it work: One of The commonest forms 
of on (he ground solidarity with struggling peasant 
communities has been just getting stuck in and 
lending a hand with rural work, in tiie '70s Cuba 
wos one of She New Lett's favourite resorts and 
many US rads worked the sugar harvest Similarly 
in the 60s Dunces of British lefties went to 
Nicaragua to Jern agricultural work brigades. They in 
some small way acted ilka an international Red 
version of the WW2 Land Girls— enabling peasants 
(this time men and women) to go to the front 
without I heir land falling fallow. Putting aside (BlG( 
political differences over me nature of the 
Sandinista and Cuban STATES, the work these snb- 
im panelists did was practically useful (s hough 
minor in scale}. 

10 Chlepas, 'Human Rights Observers’ have 
taken pan In the work of the communities loo, 
father ihon just hang about waiting for (he next 
military incursion. Al the lime of was mg. similar 
work is underway in Palestine where Israelii and 
foreign activists are picking olives In frontline 
Palestinian villages. This Is In reaction to the 
shootings! by Zionist settlers and the army* el 
Palestinians doing the harvest on exposed 
positions. While r have put agricultural work under 
the general heading of non-specialist it would be 
foolish to unde resli male the skill and labour 
involved in peasant work. Friends have remarked 
on their sudden found frailty compared to much 
older Zapaibsla peasants. Even those with 
agricultural experience will find the day demanding. 
But oil are likely (o find the week rewarding, and 
working with elders can be the best way to really 
get to know them. 



Hosting Majority World Radicals 



For a whofe range of reasons (safety, 
educational, economic, operational), 
Majority World radicals can crop up in 
the core capitalist countries. More 
often than not they Join already existing 
communities of radical ex-pats, (see 
‘Immigrant Communities in Rome* 
below)! but for some there may be no 
community to join. In these cases It fs 
our responsibility to act as gootf hosts. 

Arrival hare can be very confusing and we can 
be useful simply In terms of aiding orientallon, 

Ar$o there are basic needs such as cash, food and 
accommodation- an of which might be beyond the 
reach of lone radicals, With ever more repressive 
state action against economically poor immigrant 5 
these basic needs will increasingly conte to the 



fore. If they are hare legally they will probably need 
help dealing with visas and travel arrangements. 

Depending on the purpose and duration el their 
siiiy they may want help In projects hero In trio 
core armed dirccEly aE helping their people, or Ebey 
may wish to start conventional solidarity 
campaigns with speaking (ours, newsletters etc. Ilf 
should be left ip them to ask what they want of US. 
rather than wc presupposing what would be 
useful. s We can also be of use In providing many 
types or in format ion —from the political to the 
technical, 

We can catalyse communication between them 
and members of other similar gj'oups from thei r 
regions who may be in the core. Ironically it is 
often within the core that many groups from the 
Majority World meet for the first lime. Lofiistres and 
state repression at home can be a major barrier to 
into r-movement/lnternat lOhal di scussion. 
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A recent example comes to mind, Despite ri 
COm-mon enemy (the Indonesian State In particular 
end tile Capitalist system In general) 
communication between the East Timorese and 
West Papuan resistance movements has heen 
rare , 4 The beginning of renewed communication 
between the two movements In part came when 
people from both were introduced by common 
fiiends at a British EF? Winter Moot. 

Such instances are bizarre but regular 
occurrences in history — during the 20th century 
anti colonial wave it was within the core Thai many 
irtilptants from different countries first mot each 
other. The recent growth of a number of non- 
centralised libertarian internationals'' (People's 
Global Action, Via Capensina, international 
Anfl-rehist Federation „ EF!, Internal ional Workers 
Association and many radical global Internet 

Supporting [ ’rtaonera 

Writing letters to prisoners in jails 
outside the core Is one of the easiest— * 
and most real — ways to aid our distant 
struggling sisters and brothers. 

Amnesty international rarely support 
those who are in prison for resisting 
something, as opposed to just saying 
something. So it's up to us to support 
imprisoned libertarian and ecological 
Saboteurs, rioters, guerrillas, politicos 
and tribal warriors. Anarchist Black 
Cross groups have been doing a brilliant 



networks ) H is casing commijmcallon between 
majority world radicaPs (and us in the core of 
course I } and our minor role as inter-movement 
communication enablers kS ijkety to decrease but pE 
Is still unlikely to disappear, 

: Issues around security have to bo given serious 

■ thought when hosting a foreign radical. The State(s) 
j I heir groups are resisting al home are likely id 
I have embassies and agents here. Whether or not 
. Ihe If foes find out who they are and what (hey have 
I been doing can decide life or death, freedom or 
j prison when re-entering the home country. In many 
cases states share intelligence so it Is noi merely 
a case of avoiding foreign state interest but also 
domestic state interest. 

Hosting Majority World activists Is not just our 
responsibility— it can Pc* immensely rewarding and 
illuminating. 



Job but It shouldn't Ju&t be left to them. 
A letter from a far off land can help 
brighten a prisoners day and remind the 
wardens that people on the outside are 
j looking In. 

Chi pas Link received a message from a 
Zapatista prisoner organisation in response m its 
] letter writing campaign, Jose from the Autonomous 
: Municipality of the 17th of November stated: 
"Morale had been extremely tow due to a wave of 
recent arrests, We were feeling depressed. Letters 
from the UK helped raise morale and made us feel 
we were not alone. We waul to say thank you." 




Solidarity Actions 



For years we have been barricading 
ourselves inside corporate offices, 
disrupting AGMs, blockading petrol 
stations and going to directors" houses. 
These are all valuable and should 
continue but do they effectively hinder 
the system or do they largely 
symbolically oppose ft? Let's first look 
at what we have done so far. 

Our solidarity actions nave usually had three 

objectives: 

all Raising the Spirits: Hearing that people far 
away care about you and have taken action, 
mwiiei small, can reaiiy raise the spirits, 

l)> Harassing the Attackers: The funcuonanes 
ftflping the world will back down Irom individual 



attacks only if their profits or their well be mg Is 

threatened. 

e) Ex posing the Struggles: Actions increase 
I awareness of both the individual Struggle Involved 
I and the global struggle In general. This helps us 
; here and sometimes builds direct aid far ‘over 
s there’. 

Some solidarity actions over the last decade 
nave needed meticulous planning tike ihe Shell- 
| Me* office occupation.^ Others like the daytime 
smashing of ihe Nigerian Embassy windows jus! 
j look two dozen people with pluck. 

These actions can sometimes have quite an 
impact,, One office occupation yielded an internal 
report that slated the actions were harrowing 
\ company moraf and public image, When loads of 
us around ihe country were domg blockades at 
Shell pciroi stations it felt, to bu honesi. a hit naff. 
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A BP employee to prevent the Unfurling of * banner at tts London HQ during m action against 
BP $ funding of Colombian death squads tn December 1996. 



Occ-ijsiuri billy we wuuM dost? down a petrol station 
for ei few hours Of oven half a day, sometimes co- 
ordinated across the country, but was it really 
having any effect? The surprising answer is yes? 

After the Nigerian state/Shell executed Ken 
SaroWiwa, 21 of his '•co-conspirators* lay in jail 
awaiting a similar fate. Against expectation after 
months of suffering, the prisoners were refeased- 
Once outside the bars (hey wrote a fetter lo Iheir 
supporters in Britain. The letter thanked everyone 
for liimr support and specifically mentioned ihe 
petrol station blockades as a major factor in their 
survival, 

The ShoiF campaign built up a head of steam 
over years and garnered significant mainstream 
Support alter Ken was killed (tittle of which turned 
Into any meaningful aid). It was exceptional but not 
thankfully on absolute -exception. 

Most of the lime the power of our actions 
conies horn constancy, confronting forgets over 

and over again, However 
in times ol foreign crisis 
lone acts can be useful. 
A recent funny example 
was when 'Those Pesky 
Kids' invaded the 
Argentine embassy 
pulling down its Hag and 
hoisting up the black 
and rod. El wiil not make 
much difference on the 
Argentina streets but its 
image has travelled the 
world through papers 




and the web. Argentinian gnarchos were really 
l jollied up, their spirits raised. 

Other solidarity actions, notably those done for 
Ihe Zapatistas, have succeeded to differing levels 
i in raising the spirits, harassing the allackers and 
exposing Ihe struggles. Over Ihe last decade I 
think our solidarity actions, given our numbers, 
have been remarkably Successful In achieving 
: these objectives. Sometimes, though, it could be 
said that we a*e using Majority world Struggles as 
schpts with which we can act out our own politics. 

The Clouds are Gathering? 

The type of solidarity actions described above 
should continue but let“s taco il— they rarely hinder 
Eho system, but symbolically oppose it. Symbolism 
has ii lot of power— but not as much os force. 

In 1997 a Brltlsh/South African mercenary outfit 
acting for British mining giant RTZ was planning, 
from their London offices on ihe Kings Road, to 
burn up the rebel hold territory In Bougainville. 

I Carpet dumb the heart ol the resistance. 

: Helicopters were to rain down bombs and bullets 
on friends* families and rarest. Poison. Fire, Blood. 

The mercenaries would be richer and [he 
murdered land wouEd be back under control— npe 
; for mining again. Thankfully this pfen was 
scuppered at the last moment by an uprising on 
PNG trial forced the mercenaries out of the 
| country. 

Imagine mat had not occurred and put yourself 
: In the shoes of one of the soil-described 

ecological revolutionaries 1 on Bougainville, looking 
the 1,000s of miles from the Jaba river valley lo 
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(he streets of London, Wlml would you do if you 
could bo on (he Kings Road in London rather than 
a Jungle In ihe Pacific awaiting death? Hold a 
banner? Snout at a Tew people? Occupy an office? 

If such a situation aro&e again, end it wilti what 
will be the reaction of our circles,? While British 
mercenaries on PNG were preparing to decimate 
Bougainville?* Greek and Italian troops wore 
crushing the Albanian insurrection, if as likely tha( 
Western European i roups will be increasingly used 
to counter revolutions in I ha Majority World. Direct 
action must be used fo hinder the functioning of 
the militarised arms of capftai when they tench out 
fo ries troy libertarian and ecological rebellions, Wo 
are where they are based. We are where the guns 
are produced. Sited as we are in the heart of the 
Oeast small amounts of intense action can have a 
disproportionate affect. 

I It's worth taking n quick look back at whot 
attempts at solidarity were made by previous 
generations of capitalist core radicals,, 

In the 19&0s end ?0s western solidarity with 
the Vietnamese struggle 6 look many forms, most 
of which was pretty useless, As an American Indian 
Movement activist put it: "holding candlelit vigits 
and walking down the street does not constitute 
"acts of solidarity’ with show engaged in armed 

I struggle . 1 ? However (hero were rgre actions with 
real effects. The German loft wing urbangtremlfa 
group, the Red Ar my Faction r attacked e whole 
array of US army targets. One of its most 
successful actions was a mapr attack on a key US 
base from which the laying of mines in Vietnam 
was organised. Across the water the Weather 
Underground bombed the Air Force wing of the 
Pentagon, The consequent flooding trashed the 
central computer of the US military's global 
communication system. These two acts had a real 
tffeci. By 'bringing the war homo' they directly 
jained the struggle in (he jungles of Vietnam anef 
contributed to ihe crippling of US military morale. 
That both actions, were born out of a 'politics of 
despair' , (arising from the orchestrated apocalypse 
in Vietnam and ihe seif pacifying, racist end 
delusional character of 'mother country radicals'). 

| 3i diminish their utility in supporting rebellion 
id the Core, merely the ability of the 
isations carrying them out to survive., 

?m ihe perspective of domestic (revolution 
of the 60'" 70s European guerrilla 
ments were counterproductive. Irish 
>1icariism and Basque Separatism (Europe's 
st running armed Struggles]- were both 
» ^..tssicms of communities in rebellion. The 
European New Left guerrillas on the other hand, 

>ich ihe exception of Italy), were largely (he project 
$ middle dii as student radicals wrth mile social 

i 'basi'!’'. Often seeing themselves as vanguards who 
would lead ihe working class to victory, they 



became self destructive cliques ihar probably even 
regressed the building of (r)e volution In iheir 
I countries. 

This does not however detract from the fact [hat 
some of things they did wore extremely effective 
■four l h column operations" earned out In time of 
war. Given the absence of generalised struggle in 
the capitalist core these radicals were given a 
choree. They effectively decided to defect. While 
j other New Left formations Immersed themselves in 
(largely futile) domestic (revolutionary activity 
] (such as supporting unions) the Weather 

Underground concentrated on the 'global struggle'. 
Their (amazingly arrogant) attitude to the rest of 
their country was summed up weiE whan (boy 
reacted to an opposing left wjng groups slogan 
Serve the People p , Weal her replied that they would 
\ "fight the people If to do so would further the 
[ international revolution/^ 

| The question is not whether 'vanguard 
adventurism' Is a way of rousing domestic 
(rjevolirtion (it isn't) but whether ihe potential gains 
I to revolutions elsewhere outweigh the negative 
effect it has on domestic social evolution. 

To o certain extent a pretty stupid question, but 
a re at one posed by the contradictions inherent In 
: the 'global struggle", it all depends how one weighs 
l up at this point |n time (rjevolutiorcsTy possibilities 
in the core — and political activists relationship to 
: such possibility it they exist — and 
j (rJevolutionary/anti-enclOSure struggles in the 
| Majority World, 

j if we came to the conclusion that as a 

movement we were going nowhere yet were either 
in a position to: a) significantly aid an allied 
] struggle wjth a better chance of success, or b) 



significantly decrease the level of violence visited 
on friends being drowned in blood: wheat would we 
< 10 ? 




Bomb damage to the officers ' me sS of the US 
Arm* HQ. Frankfurt 1972; Germany wit 

no longer be a safe hinterland tor the 



strategists of extermination in Vietnam. ' — ftAf 
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Any really effective action mighi bring, down a 
l£VOE of repression 1 M lpC GUI Circles could no! 
survive. Yet it serious action Is not taken solely so 
as to two rtf personal hardship (rather than for any 
real strategic reason) we are guilty of A po$,ing as 
progressives ' white accommodating ourselves to 
power, m is worth here repeating, the weFr known 
Quote by BFack Panther Assata Shakur. Back in 
1984 she said: 

"It Is the obligation of every person who Claims 
to oppose oppression to resist the oppressor by 
every means at his or her disposal. Mot to engage 
in physical resistance, armed resistance to 
oppression, is lo serve the interests of tha 
oppressor: no more, no tess. There are no 
exceptions to tha rule* no easy out.,.* 

In fact the ^uesbon IS not just one concerning 
'armed resistance^ If 'nonviolent' action \% 
actually offectwc (not meroty symbolic) it coo 
results m severe repression, AG present a number 
of Animal LibofoElom&ts are In prison for waves or 
fire bombings which the ALF press office would 
correctly dosenbe as 'non- violence The repression 
that has followed each wave of action has been 
considerable- One could guarantee oE least the 
same lever of repression if ecological circles ever 



took the road of some solidarity movernenis in (he 
j past. 

The guerrilla movements were crushed by state 
repression and into m@l dynamics- fail and death 
was the fate of many of our forbears, f for one 
have no desire lo join them but it Is important that 
we fook at their s tones and fhfnfc seriously about 
these Issues. Sadly, rt has to bo said that in many 
ways the urban-guerrillas never fully escaped the 
! symbolic political terrain I hey had evolved ln- 
| Looking at their targets one sees again and again 
; globally unimportant army bases, recruiting offices 
and the like., Despite being very direct, their 
actions* with some notable exceptions, were rarely 
very targeted. Most of the armed action was 
relatively minor In scale end of course armies are 
designed to sustain and survive mass death and 
destruction, Attacks on key armaments factories 
for instance would have had considerably more; on- 
Che-ground effect in Vietnam, 

There are serious questions here about Strategy* 
racism* symbolism, violence, the nature of sacrifice 
and our position in the global shivery pyramid. 
These ideas have to be (bought through, all the 
lime rejecting both a cull of violence and an 
internalisation of passivity. 



Immigrant Communities Within 'Rome' 



The Terrorism Act which passed into 
law in 2000 was seen by many as part 
of a clampdown on the ‘direct action 
scene** It is likely that some of its 
powers wilt to be used against us in the 
Future, but as targets of the new 
legislation we arc peripheral. The main 
targets are undeniably Irish Republicans 
end immigrant communities. The newly 
proscribed organisations are almost all 
British wings of Majority World 
organ isat ions— mostly Communists or 
Islamists. This should come as no 
surprise — states have always worried 
about Immigrant communities becoming 
'enemies within'.^ 

Until last century the individuals and institutions 
of western power were largely put of reach to the 
far off peoples they massacred. With the growth of 
internal ion^l travel and increased immigration into 
the core capitalist countries this is no longer the 
case, [This section was written before the 
attacks on the Pentagon and the WTG — | deni 
with these In the box opposite.] Some oi these 
organisations have been sending fighters lo 



Majority World bottles and carrying out, attacks in 
} the core- We may have sent footballers to 
Chiapas 1 L but Islamists have been sending 
: guerrillas to Yemen. Mo surprise: who got 
l proscribed. 

Whether Islamic or Communist we should have 
no Illusions about the authoritarian netufo of many 
of these groups, it Is hardly likely that aiwcrno- 
athiesi types are likely to make common cause 
with religious nuts of any persuasion but there are 
often calls to build tent l imperialist unity 1 with 
Immigrant community comitites. 

The best example ol a left-wing immigrant 
community l$ that of the Kurds, Kurdish groups 
hero in Sri tain retain direct communication with 
their respective organisations both at home and 
throughout Europe. The demonstrations* 
j occupations and immolations in London — and 
l throughout the Kurdish diaspora— that followed the 
: trial of tho reader of the Kurdish workers Party 

■ (PKK) were highly co-ordinated- The Kurds have 

■ been very active In supporting struggles in Britain 
such as the Liverpool Dockgr& — taking part in 

j marches and raising money. Thay have turned up 
en masse el (wo arms trade blockades and were 
some of the most up-for-il people on Mayday 5000 
in London. In Germany there is a much larger 
Kurdish population and though the FKK has been 
proscribed for years, att.^cks on Turkish interests 
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have? to*n!iiiu«d, in fact (he PKK remains one of (he 
largest left-wing organisations In Germany. 

Another good example Is the Palestinians. The 
1970s saw Palestinian organisations (chiefly the 
PFLPJ carrying out attacks on targets in the OOre 
reFated to their slmggie. wmre (he level or attacks 
In the Wesl by Palestinians has decreased, there 
are still reasonably regular outbreaks. As i write 
Iwo Palestinians are serving time for bombings in 
London in 1994. 12 

On the face oi it there is a good argument for 
working wdh these communities. hut the case of 
the Hurds throws up Important questions which are 
widely applicable. The PKK and its various 
offshoots and rivals are largely Stalinist parses 
whose political aim Is In total contradiction to 
liberty end ecology. This reahiy cm mull in 
serious problems — here as well as In Kurdistan, 

A few years fgo members of the London Sth of 
•May Group (Turhlsh/Kurdish anarchist exiles) wore 
threatened by a Kurdish Stalinist sect. BacK in 
Turkey the same sect has murdered two 
anarchists* one on the streets and one In prison. 
Ironically the Br itish wing o< the Same sect was 



appealing for -Holic^inly tor the PKK prisoners in 
their struggle against control units. 

Around the same time the lFag£ of Turkish 
Stalinist parties were held aloft in Parliament 
Square on “Our 1 Mayday 2000 , if they had been 
j herd up by white English people I am sure our 
1 circles would have forced them down. The 
; emblems of authori atari an socialism are the 
J tombstones of libertarians past, present and 
future. How would we feel If Turkish anarchists 

■ 

: marched alongside the banner's el a gang that had 
executed er>e oi ns? 

■ 

■ Anti-imperial 1st unity' despite its seeming 
attractions can be worse than vacuous.. It can 
mean unifying with priesthoods of new 
imperialisms. A true opposition to Empire requires 
us le choose those communiiies and organisations 
we organise with carefully 

This does not mean we should not practically 
engine in struggle alongside groups we are bitterly 
opposed lo. During Che march for the Liverpool 
Dockers it would have been ridiculous for us not to 
be part of the demo because It contained a 
contingent of Kurdish Stalinists — who were there in 



11 . 9.2001 

\ will say little about 'Sll.'. I found out about 
the attacks on the Pentagon and the WTC from an 
excised kid leaving school, having spent most of 
the glorious sunny day in a different world, picking 
beans on an allotment, as is obvious from bln 
Ladens 4 cia history this was, to use Malcolm x's 
stait-mont on the Kennedy assassination, 
America's chickens coming home to roosL 

The world is class divided and filled to the brim 
with religious idiocy. As long as l hat remains the 
case, war and all its horrors will be visited on 
people everywhere, Sll was prottv hornlic but 
the 4,000 + deaths are small fry compared to 
those pul in the gas chambers by industry, 
pollution r enclosure ole. The hysterica! reaction of 
many to the events— while understandable -- 
seems rather sickening considering the lack of 
any similar response to the many thousands more 
deaths every day caused by profit and the 
domrnant hierarchy, 

Sll has many ramifications but 1 will mention 
only a few. Firstly, radical US prisoners are getting 
a harder time of it. They need our support. 
Secondly. | stated above that militants from the 
Majority Worrd will increase attacks in ihe core • 
thanks to the changing nature of global society, 
Rome was sacked by armies that invaded on 
roads Rome itself had bum. When I wrote this 
section I wasn’t envisioning anything as dramatic 
as Sll, The fact that it was carried out by 
religious nuts lsn fc t really surprising considering 



what i say fafar in ’There is No Rosy Picture 1 . Sll 
was the first attack by Majority World militants of 
rts scale, and it Is only the first. All over the world 
in shantytowns and slums teenagers with no 
future will be thinking about what can be done 
with a few box-cutters — not even knives for fuck 
sake! One oi the Los Aimos Lab team which 
exploded the lirsl nuclear bomb, said that there 
was nothing hidden which had stopped otftors 
from doing what they did. The secret was that it 
could be done, Sll showed whal can be done. 
The ring side slug fest of leviathans slaves has 
only begun. 

During the Second World war mo RAFs 
fires! on n massacre of thousands of civilian 
Gormans at Dresden was jusLirlpd by saying that 
those- who worked rn lho factories of the fMazi war 
machine, were military targets as much as those 
who fought on the field. Dunng the post war anll- 
Imperiallst wave Algerian guerrillas rejected I his 
logic when they rejected a plan to crash a 
hijacked plane into Paris, The horrors of the unity 
irvopposilion of 50 years of communism and 
capitalism has resulted now in Arab r anli- 
imperialists", lost in the Koran, accepting Ihe logic 

or Bomber Harris. 

For a thought provoking read cheek out Some 
People Push fiacik' On the Justice of Roosting 
Chickens fay American Indian Movement activist 
Ward Churchill. 

Hq War Between Nations, 

No Peace Between Classes. 



jJo or Die/Ko* lC/93 



Peasants and the Transitional Class 



Unsurprisingly, the majority of the 
resistance to the global empire arises 
where the majority of its subjects and 
slaves Jive— the hilariously named Third 
World * To accept this is not to reject 
the reality of class struggle in the core 
capita list countries but merely to 
accept the logic of maths and 
geography. The Thkd World is P after all 
most of the world, 

in the Majority World me global el lie are faced 
with cl&3& enemies they Sisve long since 
vanquished within the industrialized Wear-tho 
peasantry and the transitional doss, These two 
classes are the main human block (o ihe elite's 
expansion and consol itf alien over iho majority or 
the planet. 

Nearly half of the world's population do not Jive 
in clues. Of these, hundreds of m Uliana are hardly 
under the actual domination of capital at all. As 
peasants they retain relatively high levels of 
autonomy and have yet to be fully [or often even 
par li ally) enclosed by capital. Tor the actual 
domination of capital to expand that autonomy 
must be destroyed. They themselves and the [and 
they live on must bo commodified; their land turned 



into ’resources' and they themselves into wage 
steves. 

In localities aN over the Majority World the 
continuing class struggle between loggers, 
agribusiness, oil corporations, local land 
autocracies and the state on one side, and 
peasants and tribal people on the other is r in fact, 
the border war between ihe global economy and 
tho tend community, it is a border war that, despite 
heavy resistance from groups as diverse as 
farmers m India, river delta communities ip Nigeria, 
tho Zapatistas in Mexico and tribes in Papon, is 
largely being won by the wealthy. Of course people 
do not Immediately submit to power and accept 
their po&nion as wage § I Fives, Throughout the 
'developing' world (a telling phrase) the new 
Inhabitants of tho cities fight back. 

One would expect Western radicals to orientate 
themselves towards 'Third world' struggles 
accord ing to I heir present dess position, and the 
fact that our shared past Js. their shared present. 
Unforiunaiofy many communists, liberals, greens 
and anarchists vision is still hazy, blurred by the 
misleading myihoJpgies of Marxism. There 
sometimes seems to bo an unbridgeable split 
between those who think that social change can 
only anse out of the core capitalist countries and 
those who bohevo ii will be fought Out in the 'Third 

World'. This really is a 
dichotomy and both sides take 
their ridiculous scripts from the 
Left. 

On ene band "Third World ists' 
have supper led all sorts of 
authoritarian murderous gangs 
and governments on stupid 
basis like 'the naiionoUsm of 
iho oppressed is different man 
Ihe naltenalism of the 
oppressor', (It should be 
almost banal now to point to 
Israel's treatment of ihe 
Palestinians or EGhEppia's 
offensives against Eritrea as 
just two examples of the 
nationalism of the oppressed 
becoming the* nationalism of 
Ghe oppressor.) Anyone saying 
anything like this cannot in any 
way be an anarchist end at this 
historical juncture should just 
be the cause of mirth. Lenin's 
bi^firrety inverted version of 
anti-imperialism has a Joe to 
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(answer for, In a s^ckeulrig Ewlst the ’What > p lew 
massacres between comrades' tendency are often 
Ehe first to condemn even the mosl minimal 
revolutionary violence in me Wtasi— "It’s alright lor 
niggers and chinks in far away countries to go 
killing each other in the cause of revolution but 
don't throw rocks at white English policemen — 
ttroy‘r& human too r 

On the other hand the Marxist dogma of the 
fully developed Industrial wedding class as tho 
'revolutionary subject' has led many to ignore the 
vast scale or struggle going on in the majority of 
the world. This |& highly ironic considering that the 
European "proletarian glory days'* starling with the 
fiench insurrection of 184$ and ending with the 
crushing of the Spanish Revolution, wore pushed 
toward by a class that today can i>e found 
Throughout the Majority World but only on the 
social margins in the Week Fof the second time in 
this pamphEot Hi quote at length from Bookchln'i 
seminali work, The Spams/i AfiErcfttst&: 

"The June barricades of 184& had In fact been 
manned not by an Industrial proletariat 
’Disciplined* united* and organ is^d by the process 
of capitalist production. | Mar* | but by craftsman* 

rkens. nondescript labourers ol every sort* 
per ten*, unemployed urban and rural poor, oven 
tavern keepers* waiters, and prostitutes — in short, 
liie flotsam and jetsam of French society-.- those 
very same elements, nearly a quarter of a century 
later. were to mm the barricades of the Paris 
Commune, ft was precisely the industrialisation of 
France alter the Commune— and with this process, 
tine emergence of a ’full-grown' hereditary 
proletariat 'disciplined, united* organised by the 
process of capitalist production"— that finally was 
lo silence the 'crowing' of the French ‘Red Cock 1 
■shat Mtf summoned Europe to revolution during the 
nineteenth century. Indeed, much the some could 
frg said of the Russian proletariat of 1917* so 
recently recruited from the countryside the! It was 
pnythipg but a ‘full-grown' working class," 

‘The gtoal proletarian insurrections that 



seemed lo lend such compelling support to the 
concept of proletarian socialism were fuelled 
primarily by social strata that lived within nets her 
industrial nor village society but in the tense, 
almost electrifying toco hold of both. Proletarian 
socialism became a revolutionary force for nearly a 
century not because a well organised, 
consolidated* hereditary proletariat hod emerged 
with The factory system but because of the very 
process of proletarianisation. Dispossessed rural 
people and craftsmen were being removed from 
disintegrating pro industrial way of life and plunged 
into standardised, dehumanising, and mechanical 
urban and industrial surroundings. Neither ihc 
vflBsga and small shop as Such nor the factory as 
such predisposed them to the boldest kind of 




social action: rather,, they were moved by the 
disintegration of tho former and the shock of the 
latter. Demoralised lo the point of recklessness, 
declasse in spirit and often in feet, they became 
the adherents of the Paris Commune* the 
Retrogted soviets* and the Barcelona CNT.' 

"The very 'half grown" quality of the early 
proletariat, formerly peasants and craftsmen or 
perhaps a generation removed from such status* 
produced a volatility, intractability, and boldness 
lhaE the industrial system and factory hierarchy 
were to attenuate m their descendants— the 
hereditary proletariat of the 1940s and 1950s* a 
Class that knew no other world but the industries! 
one* For this class, no tension was to exist 
between town and country, the anomie of tho city 
end the sense of shared responsibility of tho small 
community, the standardised rhythms of Ehe 
factory and the physiological rhythms ol the land. 
The premises of ihe proletariat In this later ere 
ware termed around the validity of the Factory as 
an arena of productive activity* the Industrial 
hierarchy as a system of technical authority, and 
tho union bureaucracy as a structure of class 
command. The era of proletarian socialism came to 
an end in a step-by-step process during which the 
+ Iiatf grown. 1 presumably 'primitive' proletariat 
became ‘Mi grown', 'mature' —in short, fully 
proletarianised.' 1,5 

Crammed into the growing Majority World 
metropolises, hundreds of millions today find 
themselves a part of this class in transition* 
caught in the electrifying force field between village 
and city, They face inhuman and desperate 
conditions m wage slaves within the city r They 
have memory of the communal e*p£ donees of tho 
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vfll^gB that enable thorn to envision a different 
reality that they Cool'd create. They have vast 
poientJol collective power In the shear numben of 
young follow shanty town/ghetto dwellers who 
Share ihulr crass position, This Is a potont 
revolutionary mix* 

Many Majority World writers tom about this 
‘village in the dty\ Within the slums end shanties, 
old village system of kinship and communal 
decision making often continue to aid survival In a 
hpstife capitalist environment, tt is from those 
collectivities that mass organised squatter 
movements anse such as che Movement of the 
Landless (MSTi in Brazil which challenge the urban 
autocracy and the rural latlfundr. 

It is this tension thac propelfecf the 
insurrectionary hordes in 1&9T to bring down 
Suharto and systematically burn out the mansions 
of the Indonesian elite. It should corne as no 
surprise to hear the voice of Lucy Parsons echoing 
from Haymarket through a hundred years — "We 
shall devastate the avenues where the wealthy 
liver The class Chat gave birth to Parsons today 
spawns innumerable children throughout the 
'developing worrdL 

I am NOT contending that rebellion and 
resistance do not and will not break out In !ho core 
capital 1st countries. As long as society is based on 
class warfare ‘normality" will be punctuated by 
episodes of rebellion and day to day opposition, 
Widespread Insurrection and anarchist revolution 
ore however another thing entirely It is In the 
majority of the planet that the most seismic 
struggles ore happening. For most of last century 
the resistance and transcendence of the 
Oppressed Thrrd World' global majority has laced 
two huge foes. The unlty-IrHOpposition of two forms 
of capitalism; the Marxist 'national liberation* of 
native elites and the colonialism of Western elites 
has hamstrung [he oppressed. 

With the death ol the USSR and the final 
"withering away' of state socialism around the 



world,, a growing unity is developing between 
movements of those who live on the lend and 
those who live in the shanties, fncreaslngfy 
libertarian and ecological now generations ore 
taking the fore, it is this unity which more than 
anything else could reap the whirlwind, shaking 
capitalism to its foundations and maybe even 
replacing it with a more authentic world.* 

The Panthers — Militants of a 
Transitional Class 

An Interesting aside. Hugely influential to the 
r a drear wave that swept the west in the "60s and 
'70s was the Black Liberation struggre in America. 
Two examples stand above others. Germaine Greer 
says second wave feminism took its rallying 
standard— Woman's Liberation- — In reflection of the 
concurrent Black Liberal Ion struggles, (see her 
book The Ufltpfe Woman). The rebirth of 
Republicanism in Northern Jrefand arose targe ly out 
of the Civil Rights Movement, which took its. name 
and In large part Inspiration from American Blacks. 

The Black Panther Party— itself deeply inspired 
by struggles in the Majority World— (£ often seen 
as being entirely urban in origin, in conlradlcilon, 
David Hilliard, ritchelrman ol the Panthers P cites 
the land-based culture of ihc Deep South which 
many Panthers or shclr parang were brought up in 
as highly influential; 

“When I (hrnk about Che influences that inspired 
the spins and work of She Black Panther Party— 
many of which are still not understood — this 
culture figures large among them. Many of the 
most important members of the party— people like 
John and Bobby Seale and Geronimo Pratt, Bobby 
Rush and Fred Hampton— were Imbued witn the 
moral and spiritual values of their parents; and the 
work that went Into the party, our dignity as an 
independent people, the communal Ideal and 
practise that informed our programs, all stem in 
part from the civilisation of which my mother and 
father were so representative a part/ 36 
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an Irt^piring. *Mnw of floHUlne clM* solidarity. £A$ 
rtJiculd-uft as, any, refusing to trike part In Elio 
Newbury Bypass protest because FoE is involved, 
with ils prO'indusCfial stance.) However such 
unavoidable contradictions arise largely wrEHin the 
realm of advancing (rje volution at home (Task I), 
Hu m we are conceited with supporting rebellion 
beyond the core (Task IV). 

While tfte dynamics of (revolutionary struggle 
may decide our bedfellows for us, we can still 
decide who to actively support. Here I am talking 
afcout actions, money, resource sharing and 



solidarity Giving support to organisations here 
which stand in opposrtion to libertarian tendencies 
at home, (not to mention the interests of the 
\ people and planet!). Is worse than nothing.. 

= Marxist authoritarian ideologies wmcn are dying 
off throughout the core retain real power outside it. 
Radical immigrant communities reflect their 
i political culture of origin, yet within many of these 
communities there will he libertarian and anti- 

■ 

! industrial groups and individuals. II is Our 
i responsibility to soon inenn oul and however we 
r ear, help litem aid me it people end land. 



■ 

Luddite Attacks on Evolving Elite Technology 



Just as we should oppose the 
militarised arms of capital based here 
so to we must slow the evolution ef 
new elite technologies {weaponry for 
the class war) being developed here. 
One of the major alms of genetic 
engineering is to purposefully destroy 
the social Fabric that keeps the land 
community together and fully 
incorporate the peasantry into the 
global cash economy. The threat is 
neutralised and becomes fuel for the 
machine’s further expansion. 



CM sabotage throughout the world is growing. 
Here In Britain we can say that we have hindered 
the evolution of this technology considerably. 

As the Luddites of Today, we know that, given 






ihe continuation ol this society, halbng-fofover- 
tho development of new technological weaponry 
mjghft not lx? possible. Even if we donT succeed in 
slopping genetic -engineering we hove already 
ilawed down the in( reduction of (his technology, 
Whot this me- ms In real terms Is That we've 



succeeded in do laying the further degradation of 
the fives of millions oi people. Wo have delayed for 
months, maybe years The ecological destruction., 
hunger, despair and domestic abuse that social 
dislocation brings. If that is all we succeed in then 
we hove achieved much. 1 * 

By slowing technologies of enclosure we are 
defending the ability of Majority World peasant 
communities to rebel. More will suffer as a result 
of these enclosures lhan ever do in overt global 
policing operations/ imperialist wars. Effective 
action against GM and other elite technologies ere 
direct attacks on empire's power of expansion. 
Let's keep at it. 




Smashing Up the Spectacle, Spectacularly! 



The recent global resistance period has 
been hugely successful In building 
solidarity across borders and in 
supporting rebellions beyond the core* 
Radicals In every part of world have 
fought together on the PGA-called 
international 1 days of action. This 
physical unity Is immensely powerful. 
Beyond direct communication the 
conflict on the streets has Itself an 



Important message, one that cannot be 
diluted by the forces of mediation, 

'This is one important thing to remember about 
Genoa — because it was the G8 summit, all the 
worfd's media were there, and the news and the 
images of the rioting will have been carried back to 
almost every country in the world. The value ot 
this, especially In much of the Thiid World IS 
inestimable. Many people in other countries in ihc 
world imagine that everyone in the west lives a life 
Of Indolent luxury, Remember mat Baywatch is the 
most popular TV programme In the world. This is 
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the image that many people across the world haw? 
of life In I ho West. El is very valuable for them to 
see images of IN mgs |hey are familiar with — poof 
people fighting the police— taking place f n the ‘rich* 
West, leading them to see that the image they 
hove been fed of Erie western lifestyle is not all it + s 
cracked up to be and that maybe there are people 
like them In the West fighting for Ihe same things 
they are fighting for. The riots In Genoa will send a 



massage of hope to 
people all over the world 
that ngbl Inside the belly 
of the boast there ere 
thousands of people who 
are against the system 
and are prepared to risk 
their own life and liberty 
to fight ti.* 1 * 

For a moment Genoa's 
burning barricades 
effectively 

monkeywreoched the 
global image factory that 
aims to Haemorrhage the 
self worm of peoples in 
ihe Majority World, to 
make more malleable 
fodder for the global 
economy. 

The environ men! created 
by the 'street' at global 
conferences has also 
helped open up cracks In empire* Ihe collapse of 
the Seal tie era WTO negotiations a good example, 
Another is the Increased bargaining power the 
I protest has given Majority Work! elites. They, like 
? air of their global class are scum, but any action 
■ that Opens up divisions m the global ruling class 
\ while bridging gaps between ihe global multitude is 
great. 



Task Conclusion: There is No Rosy Picture 



While J tend towards believing 
libertarian social (Revolution Is 
extremely unlikely within the core P I 
den t have & particularly rosy picture for 
the Majority World either. 

The combined factors of social dislocation r the 
spread of adolescent culture, Erie increasing 
depredation of Ehe poor — especially of women, 
growing religious fundamentalism, bad health, 
agricultural crises, climate crises, the quickening 
intern arlsation of all into the global economy, the 
continuing survival of authoritarian ideologies™ 
Marxism and nationalism in particular and most of 
313 the unparalleled disparity in any capacity for 
forte between the Core and its colonial multitudes; 
air those factors lead to a pretty horrific future for 
the majority of the worlds population. 

Presently Ihe oppressed throughout the world 
are hamstrung, how long this will remain one 
cannot say. However there is no point In being 
absolutist r Just because the arrival of gfotiai 
freedom has been (maybe terminally) delayed does 



not mean that action is without purpose. By 
supporting ecological and libertarian rebellions and 
| snlbenclosure struggles we aid the opening up of 
| tocsi freedoms and slow the devastation of the 
| earth.* 
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At the bvtf nnlng; of the 2 Ist oentyry we nil huve 
to choose sidps^ Do we remain on the nfltfn of 
Enduatrlal dlvlllsation Of do wo st niltE wUh 
struggling peoples In defence of our earth? Across 
the world the light Is on. fires are flickering, 
arrows flying, tools around you r see the targets. 
Pull up your mask, It's time to defect. 

Above: Tsfittian rioter besieges she iniematianaS 
airport dgemst FfPtKih nuclear teslwg in the Pacific. 
Top The S00 years of Mayan resistance lives 
on in the Mexican Zapatistas, 

Bottom Right: Papuan slant* age spears pterce the 
madness at the heart of modernity. 
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Conclusion: 
Fires in the Night 



t hope the conclusion to this pre history and future strategy witt not he written In 
words — but in action . 

I went to a funeral An ending, but it felt like a beginning. Old Mick was a 
veteran squatter, rebel and thief. His most successful heist was the reclaiming of 
his life from those bosses and jailers who think they own us. For decades he lived 
In the gaps. No one made him into a wageslave* No dropout, he fought. He was no 
saint, but if ever there was a temporary autonomous zone, Mick was It. 



His funeral was, one of the best ’actions' I have 
ever been on, Mick wanted to burn in Lymange 
Forest, a large part of which was saved from 
destruction by direct action, Funeral pyres are 
illegal, death rights have to be sanctioned by the 
state, Mick wasn't going to lake that, neither were 
nis mates. 

Thanks to a snitch the cops had got wind of the 
plan and a decoy was arranged to throw them off 
the scent, Meol up points were organised, phonos 
rung. From all over the country vehicles arrived at 
the Secret destination, appropriately marked 
"Covert Woods' on the 05 mop. Over a hundred 
were gathered. Ten foot the pyre of “stolen" wood 
rose, Mick's coffin, astride. Night came. Fireworks 
shot Into the sky. Crackling fire, we saw Mick's 
bones bum* back lo the earth. For hours he 
burned, -Some were I airy., some were silent., All of 
us knew that despite the petty daily bother, we 
were tribe and on The pyre was one of our eiders. 

Away from the roads, fearful in the dark— 
authority crept. The cops knew they bad no power 
here, in the woods* a short confrontation. We were 
many, they were few. Behind our line— a fire. They 



listed their petty rules. Illegal gathering. Illegal land 
| occupation. Not to mention illegal funeral But they 
i could do nothing. Just ihen a track on the sound 
system announced with base certainty: 

"The day belongs lo The Man* but we shifts 
control tho night," 

Be the Spark 

LVden we step out of legality, when we are 
masked by me night, when we become the earth. 

| we? aw unconquomOte.. 

These moments oil collective power, of 
togetherness and tribe, are not limited to those 
times we mass together. In the dork in different 
; places, different limes, ouf sparks join together as 
i one firo- Many of us wilf never meet each older: all 
j the better, we'll still be one — but those who want 
= to extinguish our flames will find it all The more 
[ difficult. 

: Sun Tzu counselled that even under attack an 

| enemy will only fall through its own mistakes and 
[ weakness. The key to victory is not so much to 
j defeat one fc s enemy, instead it rs to make oneself 
unde feat able. 
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Thrs Is true for our aim, objectives and form. In 
a sense it is the 'depth' of our victory which is at 
Slake; as victory- given our aim. is not in question- 
For we know one thing: civilisation is temporary, an 
aberration, The class war Js vicious— bul there can 
be only one wanner, the wild. We aim to shorten 
civilisations rule, to hamstring its tyranny, to lessen 
its damage- How far we succeed will In large part 
depend 1 on which objectives we set and which 
forms we grow. 

Of course our nei works have not come out of 
nowhere, but neve evolved within struggle. Many of 
what others see as our 
weaknesses, are our 
greatest strengths— -wnh us 
thanks to a rejection of 
pest mistakes- Our tactics 
are pretty direct, our 
Immediate objectives 
usually achievable, our 
forms relatively 
Autonomous. 

As the corporations and 
States grow ever more 
powerful they know they 
can win any "symmetrical 
conflict \ What the 
strategists of authority view 
Wffth horror is the potential 
'network power" of 
Increasingly direct, 
decentralised . opposnionaP 



f 

i 



movements, Their nightmare, our dream; but to 
roach our potential we must go far beyond 
ourselves. 

Our strength i*s In our ability to take action anti 
by doing so Inspire orders to take action. Not mas. s 
growth Our cetivfgr growth. 

Rooting ourselves in the soil and the ruture, with 
keen strategy and an over more tangible — but less 
visible — combative edge, we can gat far stronger. 
Our tribes- our counter-cultures will grow. We'll 
prepare for the figjht. Ho prostituting ourselves to 
I he media- we'll grow in the shadows, but strike 
when needed, Mew technologies will attempt to 
track us, well have to evolve 10 throw them off ihe 
scent, Some of the old techniques, will hove to be 
abandoned r others picked up. Ho faces, Mo 
names. Mo Compromise, 

For ove^ & decade many on this island have 
fought for the earth, vet if we are going to truly 
defect we will have to struggle harder, mink quicker 
and life wilder. Tho rang trek beck to the earth and 
each other is only beginning. In writ ing this t merely 
hope to old our navigation. Flirt One showed where 
we come from. Part Two pointed a few routes to 
the future. The four tasks are huge; yet with 
sensible objective- led thinking, luck and hard will- 
they arc perfectly realisable 

imagine the machines, the pylons, the factories, 
the labs- the tanks— broken by you. 

Imagine the wind, the sun, the beautiful 
moments — lived by you. 

Down with the Empire! 
Up with the Spring! 



★ 
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Targeting Companies Animal Rights Style 




"A small group of people have succeeded where Karl Marx, the Red Brigade and 
the Bnndcr-IVteiflhof Gang all failed ," — The Financial Times on the Stop Huntingdon 
Animal Cmelty (SHACJ campaign, April 2003 , 



In 1997, a Channel 4 television documentary 
exposed Cambridge-based animal experimentation 
laboratory Huntingdon Ufa Sciences for numerous 
horrific abuses of the animals It was tesiing on. as 
wall as for various breaches of regulations, The 
government slapped its wrist and tet H off. 

Moanwhiie. the animal fights movement Jn 
Britain had Just won a light to shut down the 
beagio breeder Con sort, It was also In the middle 
OF a vigorous campaign to shut down HiiFgrovo 
form, the Past commercial breeder of cals For 
vivisection in the UK, and the campaign to shut 
Shamrock Farm, the largest importer of primates 
for vivisection In Europe , was just begmning. 

After tough battles the Hiirgrove Farm and 
Shamrock campaigns were ultimately successful, 
On a roll, ft was decided by some campaigners to 
move on from simply closing down the animal 
supp^ chain, and step up to take on a major 
component of the vivisection induatry^Huntingdon 
Life Sciences (HUSj. a publicly fisted company and 
the largest animal lesiing facility in Europe- 
Building on the momentum of the Channel 4 
expose and (he success of the Hiligrovo victory. 



Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelly (SHAC) was 
formed in 1099 ss a purely volunteer, grassroots 
campaign, with the express purpose of closing 
down HLS-.r 

Bonding a Company to Your Wilt 

For years ll has been common to treat 
companies as giant monoliliha— single entities 
symbolised by their great glass fieudquariers in 
which you can only ever see your own reflection. 

; but never what is really going on mside. This was 
intentional on their part, to make you feel smalt 
and! impotenl in the face of their impressive size, 
and to themselves appear well armoured end 
Invincible. 

\ Corporations depended on keeping activists 
ignorant of how they realty worked. But look a bit 
jj closer end you will find that their armour is realty 
= quite fragmented, and if you find the right set oF 
: cracks then you tan bring even the mightiest 
company to its knees. 

For a long time campaigns consisted of running 
at a company full lift and attacking whatever canto 
to hand. Unfortunately what often came to hand 
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was precisely whai the company wonted us lo 
attach; tho&e hits deliberately put in place to draw 
llie attention of activists, while the real business 
continued unabated behind closed cfoors. 

What SHAD, end similar campaigns following 
their teed, ere now doing Is the complete opposite. 
Before announcing a company as a target, careful 
research is carried out. A picture of the company is 
built up. copies of their annual reports obtained, 
lists of subsidiaries, offices, research and 
manufacturing sites drawn up. Its activities and 
their weaknesses are identified- The PR flunkies 
and the lower manage merit doing paid to take the 
heat are ignored. Whet matters aro the real 
decision makers; the people at the top and the 
people behind the scenes pulling the strings are 
the real targets. 

As well as going lor HLS Itself, the campaign 
has spent much of its effort taking oul all the 
secondary companies that support the company, 
keeping It alive. Each such strut has become a 
campaign in its Own right, and each time one 
collapses it causes HLS to toiler that bit closer to 
being pushed over the edge. 

Experience has shown this Co be a highly 
successful approach, leading to numerous 
victories . It's got to a point where even a phone 
call to a company from a SHAC activist letting them 
know that their involvement in HLS has been 
rumbled can often be enough to gel them to (Mill 
out. 

With HLS itself every single aspect of the 
company is being targeted, because there Js the 
single goal of outright closure with no escape 
clause. However, I he majority of secondary targets 
don't require that sort of campaigning, as the aim 
is noi to close them down but simply to break their 
links with HLS. This requires a more toe used 
approach, where lhe supporting company is 
analysed and targeted at its weakest points. 

Every company con be broken down into S main 

aspects: 

1) Top people, 

2 ) Ordinary workers 

3) Communications, 

4) Of frees. 

5) Public presences. 

Each of these requires a different strategy, but 
when hit on each front. Ft will leave the target 
reeling. Companies are not accustomed to dealing 
wiih campaigns working In this fashion, and indeed 
they are very hard to counter — especially if a 
variety of above ground campaigning and 
underground action takes place. Large companies 
are too spread-out to protect everywhere at once, 
while small companies give a nice focused target 
where vital bottlenecks are easily hammered, 

The really power ful tool we have as activists is 
rhat they never know whal we will do next, and that 



if we all ucl In a united cohesive way wc can take 
\ out parts of their Infrastructure that they cannot 
l afford to lose. It basically boils down to throe 
: things: 

[ Ij Putting the fear of God into them, 

2 ) Costing them financially. 

\ 3) Dragging their name through The dirt. 

I Don’t waste your time appealing to their better 

l nature — it doesn’t esist among the people who 
[ realty m alter in a company. What you appeal lo is 
how much money you are going to cost them, how 
= you ar o going to destroy their morale and how they 
are never going to know when and where you will 
E turn up next with a new. disruptive and 
I embarrassing tactic they can do nothing about. 

\ Always changing tactics and hiding idem at 
dlffsfsnt points keeps them confused and 
disoriented so they cannot fight back properly. 

it does no harm to approach a company first, 
saying you are planning to campaign against them. 
But bo very strict about what you actually want 
from thorn. Tell them that there Is little room for 



negotiation, and that once the message that the if 
company is being targeted reaches the wider public 
there la nothing that can be done to recall that 
message without announcing a significant victory 
or concession That has real meaning, Actions can 
start happening while you are negotiating, as Ibis 
re enforces the message That you do mean 
business. 

However, it is useful to give the target a way 
out. an escape clause. Depending on the 
campaign, this may or may not be possible. But if 



E 



■ 

e 

m 

E 

■ 






: 




1)0 or l>ic/:;o. 10/1 





k or* can be manigfacluf&d by making youis&rf 
come across as trio reasonabJo parly, then flits 
a very useful tool to bring she campaign to- a 
successful end. 

1) Top People 

These are tlw people at the very lop of a 
company the people who sit on the boiiitl of 
directors, at the parent company, or the very senior 
management. They are the people with the most 
power, and also the most lo toso. In general they 
start as very intransigent and hard to get hold of - 
hut a tew home demos and actions directed 
specifically at them can sort that out sharpish. 

They, above all. have the ability to set policy for 
the company and all its subsidiaries, regardless of 
what they might say. it does not matter if Fl Is just 
one of their distant subsidiaries who ore actually at 
fault, they still have the power to say stop. Anyone 
lower than this can be overridden. 

2) Ordinary workers 

Treat those differently from the top people, as 
they often have little or no say in the running of the 
company, arid Quito often yam will cocne across 
disaffected employees who are willing to dish out 
information. Vou do not want to alienate those 
potential allies. Don't teli thorn it Is their fault, bul 
that of their managers that thoir office Is being 
targeted. Tell thorn to get on the phones to then 
bosses and demand that they give into the 
campaign's demands. 

Senior management are very aware what 
damage insiders can do. and il they realise their 
own workforce is opposing them on this issue, 
then you have a powerful tool. Many workers will 
be sympathetic to your aims 1 hem selves, and won't 
like the dirty side of the company they work for. In 
the past this has resulted in a gold mine of 
information coming our way. Indeed, in some 
campaigns it has been the actions of employees 
awakened to l heir company's misbehaviour which 
provided the winning blows, 

Public exposure of internal secrets is a very 
powerful weapon, and is much under used. Secrets 



| that might not Scorn Important to protestors may 
be very sensitive information from a commercial 
point of view, in some coses whistleblowers can 
crash a company's Share price, It may not seem 
j significant to campaigners, but from the company's 
point of view it can be a deadly blow. 

- 

■ 

3) Com muni cations 

Modern companies cannot function without their 
\ communication systems. Blocked phone iines. 

[ faxes and email accounts mean that they are not 
i doing business properly. Sales are lost: time is 
i wasted weeding out the hoax orders; staff are 
: demoralised and work less efficiently — n all affects 
= the profits of the company, and that, at the end of 
: the day, is what they really pay attention to. 

Companies, small and large, often channel all 
messages through a central telephone number, 
i This is a natural bottleneck— tie this up and you 
■ have a large knock an effect, especially if it is their 
main number for doing business. 

Companies also lend lo own a whole subsection 
of numbers. Don't Just try their publicly Issued 
: numbers, but also I he ones a digit or two on either 
f This will often turn up interesting details as 

I well, and can give direct lines to tlw top people, 
j Emails are very easy to target, as you can email 
j a lot of people at once. After a while they will start 
r blocking you. but being smart can circumvent that. 

Posting their emails to newsgroups and signing 
: them up for free links pages can generate huge 
! amounts of emails from other people, saving you 
j the time and effort, we know of one target who 
j ended up having their entire email system taken 
down, something which will have hurt them greatly 
given how much internal conimumcalion and 
networking is done by email. It Is also a clear sign 
I to employees that you are winning the campaign, 
Next to targeting the top people, this is probably 
s the most effective tactic, bul If has to be done 
consistently and the pressure needs lo be kept 
applied. When the cell lo action arrives In your 



email box don't simply send one message or 
phone-call or fa*, then forget about It. Keep at it. 
| day in, day oul until they cave in. 
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4) Office & 

The staple of many protests* people often drift [ 

away from doing office demon because standing j 

outside holding placa-r ds and banners Is dispiriting 
end little reward Is seen. In the past* these were 

■ 

often the main form of action rather than being run 
in conjunction with other tactics. However, (hey do l 
have a large effect* both financially and in terms of F 
morale, ft demonstrates your commitment to [ 

closing Ehem down and puts them in a defensive 
position. | 

Even better Is to meet mem on their own | 

territory by entering offices and speaking directly to 
the staff, Demand lo see a manager and bring j 
videos and literature to of for them. This is a lactic 
they really hate, it Is one thing to have a wail j 

between you. but when you are in their workspace 
they cannot ignore you. Plus they don't gel much j 
work done. Do it repeatedly and they atari having j 
to pay for increased security measures,, as initially 
you will find most security Is done on a tow budget j 
basis and easily dodged, Increased security makes 
tor an unpleasant working atmosphere Shat only j 
helps raise awareness of your cause and [ 

encourages people to come forward against their 
bosses, 

■ 

n 

5} Public presence \ 

Most companies have a public presence. This j 
comes in two forms: the sponsorship of awards j 
and public events, and attendance at conferences. 

In both cases it is basicalEy advertising for the = 

company, This is very easy 10 disrupt and causes \ 
them acute embarrassment among the people they \ 
are trying to reach out to. 

Activists locked onto their stalls at conferences 
or banner drops exposing them at public events 
are not things they can hide from. It costs them j 
business and goodwill* and d«nagw their brand 
name. HLS hove stopped going to some 
conferences now because they know they will be 
unable to avoid being publicly humiliated- ■••and that 
deiinitely means lost business for them. 

And it does not have to be just the companies. ; 
Company directors often sil on local government [ 
and charitable boards a few visits to these and 
the directors will soon get the point that it not \ 
just their company name being dragged through the 
dirt, but lhelr name as well, It is at this point (hat \ 
many tong-term campaigns rapidly come to a \ 

conclusion. 

Dealing with Subsidiaries and Affiliates 

An issue that regularly arises is that it is only 
one pan of a large company which is the problem. 

For example, those companies dealing with HLS 
know* that protests are to be expected, Their parent 
company probably doesn't know this though, and is i 



Never Give Dpi 

Once you pick ytnjF target, never give up. 

Even If for a while It seems you are going 
nowhere, let this simply spur you to more 
inventive and effective methods of campaigning 
and taking action. Giving up makes you look 
bad and gives other companies the belief that 
they can defeat you. 

In. the past loo many campaigns have gone 
this wary, and: it has a hugely detrimental effect 
on the campaign and people involved. Sinking 
your teeth in and refusing to let go. no matter 
what they throw back at you. lis the only way to 
real victory. If you show any sign of weakness 
your enemies will jump on it. and it wfiN moke 
other victories much harder (o achieve. The 
psychology of your success Is as important as 
the psychology of using lhelr fear against mum, 
Wever give upl 

not prepared for it Hither. However, I he first thing 
they normally say is that it is not them that's 
Involved, and why don't the protestors go end 
target the people who are directly connected, 

The response to this Is twofold. Firstly, they are 
ell part of I he same overarching company end that 
means they all have a voice. The reason pressure 
is put on other subsidiaries is to make sure the 
message reaches the top people that the activists 
really do mean business, it is one thing for the top 
people to ignore- the chants of protestors, It vs 
another i& ignore the demands of their own 
managers wanting to know why they are getting the 
gnetf 

The second reason Is that companies are made 
up of separate divisions who often do not like each 
other There Js competition for resources and for 
promotion. Though we will rarely cm It* behind the 
scenes the protects sometimes even give 
ammunition Eo different factions in the company, 
allowing us to divide and rule. It makes She 
managers of the subsidiary dealing with HLS look 
to the ir own backs as Ghe rest Of their competitors 
use the opportunity to gang up on them, costing 
them precious resources and pay rise Si 

Even if you do not gel an oulrighl victory, s well- 
rought r hard- hitting campaign can have major 
affects, ft makes the target think twice about 
whether they want to deal with HLS again in the 
future, and whether the cost of lost business and 
extra security is really worth i|. h also sands out a 
strong message to the rest of the industry that you 
mean business. 

With this campaign the results have gone far 
beyond just HLS. Multinationals such as Novartis 
have questioned the sun ability of the UK as a 
place for animal research, while Japanese 
companies have withheld £1 billion of research 
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grams, Bolh clto iho HLS campa^n ps □ reason. 
The result is that the UK is Increasingly looked 
upon os a place lo avoid carrying out any animal 
based research. 

The World's of Finance and Commerce 

II was often questioned why SHAC went after 
companies such as hl$s insurers, bankers* 
auditors, shareholders, stockbrokers* market 
makers, etc* instead of focusing on (he companies 
directly involved In the animal abuse. 

The answer is that you need to think aboul the 
company itself, not fust why you are taking action 
against it. Once you pick your target you need to 
remove all the struts supporting It* From the 
company's point of view, its auditors. Insurers and 
share price are all important aspects, the loss of 
Which moke It very hard lo function. A good 
campaign creates a Climate of suspicion and 
instability among creditors and clients and is hard 
to shake off, as wen as being disruptive of the 
natural workings of the company. 

Clients become reluctant to invest and will noi 
pay out minions for a contract if there la a big 
question over whether the company is going to be 
around to complete it. Large investors only invest 
in companies qn prestigious stock markets and 
with recognised auditors. Companies lacking this 
find it hard to attract those investors, which further 
damages (heir credibility. &nd once in the vicious 
downward spiral it is hard to climb out again. 

Another effect is that, the way the system is. it 
makes it much harder to get roans. Loans are a 
vital part of the process of expanding and 
attracting new business. They are needed to 
modernise and stay on top. For companies of 
HLS's size, loans are vary much tied into the share 
pfice— a dead share price maans loans. v^ry 
Herd to come t>y_ A$ HLS struggles lo repraco 
support companies, (t Js \osmg the t>eu£e for 
credibility In the eyes of ibe financial people who 
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can realty mailer to its future. Nobody m the mam 
financial markets will now touch HLS, and for a 
company fighting for Its life (hat is a deadly 
situation. 

Success Is vital, it is belter to focus on one 
company, gain a victory on, and use that as an 
example to hold up to others. Once one goes* iL Is 
easier to gel the ball rolling. Though you may have 
an array of targets to htt, pick them off one at the 
lime. They will all talk to each other, and the 
message lhat you mean business will get around 
Of its own accord. 

Internationalism in Action I 

Success also breeds global awareness'— and 
global awareness breeds more success. The HLS 
campaign is capturing the global Imagination, and 
now has sister organisations in dozens of 
countries around the world. This means that when 
a new target is chosen, they're hit on an 
international seal'd, adding greatly to the impact of 
the campaign, os well as helping unite tho global 
movement, When HLS moved their shares and 
loans lo the USA in order to escape UK activism, 
the SHAG campaign in the USA took off and much 
to HLS's horror, crushed whatever they could lay 
their hands on. 

This global aspect of the struggle has been a 
significant part of the campaign against HLS, The 
importance of this is when targets do not have 
headquarters m the UK. Headquarters are vital as 
they are where the reat decisions are made. Having 
the presence of activists close to homo Is very 
Influential in encouraging them to make the 
decision to pull out from HLS. It also means that 
they cannot Simply e scape the attention of fin AC 
by pulling out of the UK. HLS attempted this and 
were humiliated. Likewise. Japanese 
pharmaceutical company Yamanouchi closed down 
thetr large UK research centre* only to find that 
there was no refuge in Holland. 

The End (for HL.ST) 

Alter the last 10 or so years, animal abusers 
and other destructive companies now expert direct 
protests from us, and are reedy and able lo deal 
with them. What they are not able to deai with is 
the loss of the support required to keep them In 
business. Take these supporters out and the 
companies are left in a position where they can be 
put out of business relatively easily. The promises 
o) the governments and police are no substitutes 
for our tactics of cold hard economic fact, and the 
fear of being held personally and directly 
accountable for supporting animal abuse in any 
form. 

The HLS campaign was treading on completely 
new ground; the learning curve was exponential, 
and continues to be so. Consistent and unwavering 
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campaigning and action* conlinuaHy revising 
strategies and laches, and producing glossy, 
professional lueratuie Kept the targets, police and 
government wrong footed, while keeping the public 
on our side. The hard work and slngtflhmlndod 
commitment paid off* as HLS has become a 
househotcl name associated with animal abuse, 
and other compares are quaking in fear of being 
publics associated with it. 

All it has required is for us to recognise that wo 
have to mova forward, embracing now 
opportunities and taking new forms of action* It 
does r>ol mean you need a lot of peopte either., A 
few focused individuals and some time spent on 
background research makes for e very effective 
and victorious campaign, The key Is to stop 
thinking as protestors, but to put ourselves in the 
position of Che target ^nd discover its weak points. 
A company is made up of many people and has 
many supporting structures. Pick the right ones 
and the lot comes tumbling down. 

Since the HLS campaign started much has 
changed in the world of animal rights P but, as even 
their managing director recent^ admitted. HLS is 
on Its knees. The media and government rant 
about the campaign, but it Is making very little 
difference. Indeed, the negative press has been a 
very useful toot, as it helps spread the word as to 
just whet new targets have to te&r when they have 
the spotlight turned on them, in the last four years 
5HAC has made mistakes, hut they have been 
learned from and strategies and tactics have been 
honed. Companies may well be able to run. but 
they are finding U very hard indeed to hide...* 
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Contacts 

Talks on file HLS campaign can also be 
arranged on reddest, and If you hflve any 
questions on the tactics discussed in this 
article contact the author aft 
haQMXBagMxtiasL com 

Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty (SHAC) 

5 ffoaf Lam 
Evesham 

Worcestershire WRL1 4BP 
England 

Tel: 0845 458 0880 

Email; tntotimhac.net (POP encryption 

avail table) 

Wob: tvwi* a nuc jibt Jim* www, thaciuntfriitf, niri 

Other Animal Rights Campaign 5 

Sit ve the Now church Guinea pigs 
PQ Box 74 

Mvmtmm 

Worcestershire WR11 SWF 
England 

Tel 01902 564 734 
Emaif: info&guineaalgs.orgMk 
Weh: ww w. si ulneapl&SrOtg. ok 

Surrey Anti-Hunt Campaign 
8M 7066 

London WC1N 3XX 
England 

Email: MQ&.sah£^rg 
wob; 

The Covanca Campaign 
c/o Boor Cafe 
29 Rochdale Road 
Todmorden OL14 7LA 
England 

Tei: 07960 992824 

Email; fafegw-Harimnaiifr rrfiT 

wet: 
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H u utingdon Life Sciences and 

The Marsh Campaign. . . 




Marsh Inc., one of the world's largest Insurers, acted on behalf of HLS. One of the 
toughest campaigns launched by SHAC, It took them a year to get Marsh to 
announce they were stopping Involvement with HLS. The victory established SHAC 
as a force to be reckoned with, and the result Is now that other companies look at 
the Marsh campaign and decide that they are not up for taking the same 
hammering. 



FoElowing on from Marsh* HLS"s auditors 
Deloitte £ Touche clearly saw the grief Marsh had 
received „ and 10 days was all It look lor thorn to 
pull out, and no major auditing company will now 
touch HLS with a barge polo. H has established the 
domino effect In campaigning, with ail the Initial 
hard work qn one company leading to cellar 
victories with Others. 

Below is a Union ne of the Marsh campaign, 
giving you an idea of how intense the pressure oh 
Marsh was, and showing how this fundamental 
victory was won. The campaign started in February 
2002 and finished in December 2GQ2, Countries 
involved Included - Austria, Australia, the Czech 
Republic. France, Holland, ItaEy, Germany, New 
Zealand. Portugal, South Africa, UK and the USA. 

February - August In the UK Marsh bed their office 
windows smashed. At some points there were 
almost daily office demos, occupations disrupting 
their worK, roof top -demos, home visits, protest 
camps sat up at the homes of several directors, as 
wall as name and shame leafleting campaigns in 
directors" villages. Additionally, their clients wore 
targeied* insurance companies working with them 



were riil. cars were covered In paint stopper, the 
people who rent them their offices were targeted, 
and events sponsored by them were ruinedi 

March - June Boston Marsh executives receive 
repented home protests, including several at 3am. 

4 March Activists in Boston protest at Marsh 
offices as part of a weekend ol action. Also, 
Chicago activists disrupt the M^iish office building. 
In &an Anion io Marsh offices are disrupted with 
stink bombs and flyers. 

5 Match Under cower of darkness activists slicker 
Marsh offices and glue their locks. 

10 March Homes of Marsh executives are covered 
[ in anti-HLS stickers in the middle of the night. 

i. 

11 March Chicago activists visit the homes el 
Marsh executives wielding bullhorns, nolsomakers. 

; air horns, stickers, arvd their fists for banging on 
\ doors. During the right ^Puppy Killer" slogans are 
l spray painted an an executive's home. In Texas, 3 
j Marsh offices are covered in slickers and flyers, 

| 25 March Chicago Marsh office building disrupted. 
Inltinai Mar$h menus released, dctiiiiing 
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■proactive steps which should he taken nt every 
office" in response to the $HAC campaign, It also 
mentions a 24 Hour hotline established for upset 
Marsh employee sF 

29 March Seattle activists cover Marsh s office in 
flyers. 

S April Activists blockade themselves inside San 
Francisco Marsh offices. 

8 April Putrid fruit left in Boston Marsh office 
slinks the whole place out, 

9 April Chicago Marsh executive gets a late night 
home visit. 

2i April - 28 April The homes of two NYC Marsh 
executives are trashed. Doors, vases, lamps, and 
mirrors cl the lobbies of their Central Park and 
Park Avenue homes are loft in pires ol broken 
glass, Marsh offices and employees homos are 
protested against in San Froncisco, Texas, and 
Chicago. Their neighbourhoods are plastered with 
posters informing neighbours that puppy kilters live 
in their communities.. 



on long island, where an honorary Marsh director 
\ is a member 

5 August Activists protest the homes and offices 
; of Marsh executives during a Texas regional 
i weekend of action. 

L 

9 August - U. August Boston activists protest the 

■ homes and offrces of Marsh executives as part of 
a regional weekend of action. 

17 August A Texas Marsh executive has her 
neighbourhood plastered with stickers and posters 
informing her neighbours that she is a puppy killer. 

28 August More Marsh home visits in the UK, 

27 August Another day of Marsh home wsiis in (he 
UK. 

2B August A Marsh executive gets a Gom early 
morning homo demo. The executive does not go to 
work, Protestors returned at 4pm to catch the 
evening traffic, 

1 September VLimh directory in New Zealand get 

■ visited at their homes. 



14 May San Francisco Marsh executives wake up 
to neighbourhoods plastered with posters informing 
neighbours that puppy killers live sin their 

communities. 

7 June Chicago Marsh executive has his house 
covered in rod pamt and windows smashed, 

11 June In San Jose, California a Marsh executive j 
has his house spray pamted with 'Puppy Killer* and 
'Scum' slogans. ! 

17 Jung A Boston Marsh executive has the front of 
ins home covered in gallons ol red pamt. \ 

1 July In Sacramento. California. a Marsh executive 
has his house Spray painted with 'Puppy Killer’ and 
'Scum' slogans, 

3 July a Boston Marsh executive receives u 7am 
home demo. Later mat night two Marsh executives 
receive late night sandiest vigils. 

7 July Activists hang a banner and flyer the 
neighbourhood of a Marsh executive in California. 

10 July Smoke bombs are set off m two Seattle I 
Marsh offices., Both are evacuated and city blocks ■ 
are closed off, 

■ 

19 July Banners arc raised by helium balloons in 
three San Francisco Marsh offices. 

■ 

24 July And -Marsh banners are hung over j 

expressways tn Chicago- j 

■ 

28 July San Francisco activists hold an anti-Marsh l 
afreet party in the financial district, 

1 August During the PGA tournament a celt of : 

Animal Liberation Front (ALFJ destroys a golf course 

fr i 



2 September Activists protest <he oi rices, homos, 
and church services of Marsh executives. 
Additionally, the homes of Marsh private 
investigators are receive home visits, 

3 September Marsh director Hamlsh ftitchie has 
his windows smashed, 

5 September Noisy late night demo at home of 
Marsh director Christopher Pearson. Later on in 
September it was reported that a demonstration 
had taken place at the home of Pearson on the day 
of a family member's funeral. 

7 September Marsh offices across UK get visited 
by aciivistSr Some are invaded and others face 
noisy demos outside, it was common practice with 
Marsh For people to just stand outside their offices 
all day long banging drums, screaming and 
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shouting, -selling off sirens and air horns and 
making so much noise it was impossible to work, 

7 September Marsh private investigator receives a 
late night wake up call. 

14 September Italian ALF cell smash up a gotf club 
where Marsh sponsor a tournament. Extensive 
damage caused to the golf course. 

17 September Long I stand activists protest at the 
borne of s Marsh honorary director. 

21 September the ALF paints long Island Marsh 
honorary director's home with slogans while 
'security guards steep in their cars close by. 

22 September Marsh executives receive home 
demos in California- 

23 September Phone bloc hade begins against a 
hotel in New Zealand who are hosting an event 
spon sored by Marsh. There are also Marsh demos 
in Portugal and New Zealand, in NZ offices are 
entered and stickers plastered everywhere. 

Another office has 15 people outside It handing out 
flyers with emproyeos 1 home addresses on them. 
There are Marsh demos m lour barman towns on 
the same day. Offices are besieged all day long. 

24 September As pan of .in Italian week of aciion 
against Marsh 3 offices had demos outside and 3 
were invaded and a week-long phone blockade took 
place, 

25 Sept srn her Actives invade the Marsh offices m 

Liverpool. 

29 September Memorials to the animals are left 
outside the homes and health clubs of Marsh 
executives. In California. 

23 September Activists break a wary from a national 
demo against HLS and visit Marsh directors in their 
homes. 

30 September At lam activists arrived at the 
home of Marsh director Hamish Ritchie, shouting 
at him on a megaphone end setting Off air horns. 

3 October internet attack agamst Marsh begins. 
Activists set up an internet chat room where every 
time a ward is typed an email is sent to Marsh. 



Marsh received over 200.OTQ due to the action 
and experienced computer problem* as a result. 

For detaifs see: www.hu nil ngdonsucKs-com 

10 October University job lair in London disrupted 
j as activists besiege Marsh's display with chanls, 
i megaphones, posters and Ityers. 

13 October SHAC is sent a letter from a Marsh 
\ employee claiming that there is a group of 
j employees who sympathise with the campaign and 
[ heve been causing damage to company property. 

[ At one point during the campaign a coffee machine 
I fire caused the whole office to be evacuated. 

j 24 October Activists disrupt n party at a Country 
| Club In Long Island, USA where Marsh directors 
i schmod/e With other high rollers. Outside another 
I protest ensues. 

! 27 October Marsh director William White Cooper 
has stickers bearing his name and address 
plastered all over Mis neighbourhood. Marsh Offices 
in Exeter have demos outside. Marsh takes out an 
injunction to try and keep t>eopie away bom the 
; offices but H is constantly ignored over the 
1 following weeks os people carry on giving Marsh 
hell Marsh client Exeter council Is also targeted 
and they lake out a similar in junction. 

j 29 October A two-day conference in London is 
| besieged by activists In protest at the feet a Marsh 
\ director Is speaking at it, 

30 October Activists distribute information to 
j attendees of a Marsh presentation at a university’s 
\ ongoing job fair. Tn the middle of it activists stand 
up and disrupt the presentation, 

p 

l November Aflivi&ls, demonstrate outside Marsh 
j officas in (Laly. 

4 November Long island activists protest at the 
homes and golf dub of Marsh executives, 

5 November An ALF cell claim responsibility for 
spraying slogans all over the village of Marsh 

: director Julian Atkinson in the UK- 

e November Marsh director's house in NZ Is 
attacked by thu ALF. Cor pamtslrippercd and 
slogans sprayed all over and more Marsh director* 
are visited in the UK. 

7 November The polling places of Marsh 
j executives are plastered the night before Election 
Day with posters Informing the district that puppy 
killers live amongst them. 

! 8 November Marsh director Hamish Ritchie 
[ 1 retires" from another company he is involved in 
j (HALM A) to save them the trouble of a planned 
| week of action against them. In Philadelphia 
activists protest at Marsh offices. 

3 November An honorary Marsh director on Long 
island has his neighbourhood, food market, and 
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gas station plastered with posters educating the 
town ih flit he 1$ a filthy puppy killed 

id November Marsh directors across the South 
East of England are visited in their homes despite 
a huge police presence to try and -curb the demo. 

11 Nqvnmbftr The Animal and Earth Liberation 
Fronts pay a visit to an honorary Marsh directors 
golf Club On Long Island and covers the shop* 
surrounding buildings, and signs in painted 
slogans- l 

17 November SHAC Portugal visit Marsh offices j 
and Marsh offices all over the UK get demos., j 

During the evening activists find out that Hamlsh j 
Ritchie and his wife sit on the board Of the English ; 
National Ballet. A performance of the world famous j 
J Nut Cracker’ show Is invaded and disrupted. Days ; 
later Ritchie and his wife are made to resign and \ 
the Ballet con^rm that their sponsorship deal with i 
Marsh will not be renewed. 

21 Novombur Activists hold a demo at the British 
insurance Brokers Association over their links with 
Hamish Ritchie ol Marsh. 

22 November Several Marsh directors hcive their 
home windows smashed and there are home visits 
on Marsh directors In Austria. 

23. November A wiincss statement by the head of 
security for Marsh UK is leaked. It reveals that up 
until September 2002 Marsh have had thousands \ 
of abusive emails and letters* up 10 400 nuisance \ 
phone calls per hour, text messages sent to 
employees on their mobile phones, 244 office 
demos, several bomb hoaxes and suspect { 

packages. 42 employees bombarded with Junk mail . 
and threatening letters. 26 director® have had j 

home visits on a Total of 56 occasions, several \ 
cars damaged r windows ®m ashed ,. corporate 
events have been disrupted and documents \ 

removed and leahedt ] 

26 November New Zealand Marsh director sells his 
house and moves out after homo visits, lesfieling 
and damage. 10 UK Marsh directors are visited in 



46 hours— some of them in the O&riy hours o ( the 
morning. 

26 November Marsh executives rn Cincinnati get 
late night megaphone home visits, 

1 December Son of Marsh director phones SHAC 
and claims that incendiary devices were found at 
the family home, German activists visit Marsh 
directors in their homes and demonstrate outsider 
Around 24 home visits against Marsh and other 
HLS collaborator directors lake plate in one day. 
The AlF report that Marsh In Holland has windows 
smashed, locks glued and acid i$ thrown all over 
the hall way r 

5 Decani bar Marsh In Southampton have their 

window® bncked In. 

9 Dec ember Posters and sticker® put ell over the 
area of a German Marsh office, 

10 Do cumber Marsh offices all over Eho world get 
demos on a global day of action. It is also reported 
that German Marsh director is bombarded with 
junk mail and unwanted service* as an early Xmas 
gift. 

12 December Texas activists hold home demos 
against Marsh e^ecutive®. 

13 December Marsh demos in 3 German towns r 

14 December Marsh directors In Surrey get home 
visits, 

17 December Marsh offices in London gel 
demos — they have been done every Wednesday for 
the past few months. 

Unknown date In December Police claim that an 
ecttvisi attempts to carry out an arson attack on 
the property of Marsh director Christopher 
Pearson. 

15 December Marsh announce they wlH sever all 
contact with HLS. Victoryl * 
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The inspiring Native American earth warrior and animal llberationist Rod Coronado 
paid a visit to Brighton a little while back. Finally free to speak after years on the 
run, in prison and then with parole conditions banning him from engaging in any 
political activity, he made the best of It by going on a speaking tour around the UK 
tie managed to spare some time out of his schedule for a chat with Do or Die... 



How did you first got involved with animal 
Hbomtlon notions and political struggles? 

Well. I was reused with a value system that didn't 
see animals as property, a value system that saw 
l he earih as out mother, that value system not 
being founded on anything that took years to 
develop through philosophical or ideological 
involvement Out instead being what i was brought 
up with. Having that worldview, then being exposed 
to Institutional anima] abuse and earth destruction, 
trials what led me into direct action K as opposed 
to the more common path that tdkes yeans and 
years of frustration, and a feeling of 
ineffectiveness before one uses direct action. 
That's something that never occurred to me. 

h% political Involvement began in the mid- 
l98£>Sp when l became an adult and graduated 
from school I was very much attracted to the 
mainstream issues of saving the whales and 



preventing the clubbing of »als and the most 
extreme examples of animal abuse end 
j environmental destruction. I found myself 
I gravitating toward the more aggressive direct 
action groups simply because 1 never had hold 
much faith in governmental avenues of change and 
political systems. Whether it's as a Native 
: American or an observer of history, i just always 
! felt that governments were About breaking 
: resistance -or accommodating if. miner than 
\ listening to iL 

E Se H for me the lactic was always finding the 
: group that was most effective, or most Involved 
I with inter vem-ion and the physical disruption of 
| killing, in 1978 or fc 79, l saw a documentary about 
: Greenpeace's campaigns to Inter fere with the 
j Canadian seat hunt, which in those days was the 
largest wild animal slaughter in the world-. And their 
direct action tactics were the type of actions lhat I 
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felt were necessary- Anti so ( gravitated toward 
them until I saw there was somebody evun more 
aggressive on the political spectrum of dirael 
action, which was, Paul Watson, who had broken 
away from Greenpeace to start Sea Shepherd. Of 
all the organisations that 1 joined as a teenager — 
mainstream animal welfare groups — it was Sea 
Shepherd that 1 got a human connection from In 
ihe form of letters back from people, letters back 
from Paul himself. When I was 17 and I left school. 
\ started working full lime for them on anti-whaling 
campaigns in the Faeroe Islands against Ihe pilot 
whale slaughter there. My first voyage was in 19S5 
to interfere with that hunt and Ihe following year, 
1986„ l returned to the same campaign In the 
Faeroe Islands r 

Wording wuh Sea Shepherd led me to a firaatur 
exposure to more revolutionary political 
movements hero in Britain, and also to the 
phenomenon of anarchy and! i[& role In tno direct 
action movement. That's where fd say I realised 
that direct action wasn't something that you waited 
for someone to ask you to do — you just took Ihe 
Initiative and did it yourself. And that led me onto a 
path that saw me beginning my own direct action 
for See Shepherd In the form of a campaign that 
we took upon ourselves in 19BB. to stop illegal 
IceFandic whaling. And once that proved successful, 
with our sinking of two whaling ships and 
destruction of the nul ion's whaling station, that 
only inspired and encouraged me further to 
continue on this path of empowerment that wasn't 
dependent on any structure or politics or 
organisation. And it reaffirmed my personal 
Hidings of where an individual in today's world is 
most effective when representing the earth and 
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animals. By taking individual autonomous direct 
action and utilising Ihe tactics of guerrilla warfare, 
yoo are able to strike much larger targets when 
they least expect it, as opposed to more 
mam stream strategies that involve lobbying, 
protest, demonstrations and letter writing. 

Sea Shepherd 

What tactics did Sea Shepherd actually use? Like 
In the Icelandic whaling fleet actions, did Sen 
Shepherd ships take cm other ships? 

The tacbc of intervention that we used against ihe 
pilot whale hunt was simply to place Cur ship 
between the whales and the much smaller Ashing 
vessels lhai would sail out from small ports to 
drive the whales to shore. And by simply placing 
Our ship outside the local harbours ol fishing 
villages, when the whales were migrating past, it 
was intimidating enough to the locals for thorn not 
to pursue the whales. Based on the reputation that 
wo had already built through previous years of 
direct acbon against whaling Ships, they knew that 
wo meant business, we weren't Greenpeace, that 
we weren't above destroying properly, and that was 
a reputation that preceded us and proved to be 
very effective lit Itself. Simply our presence was 
enough of a threat.. 

In Iceland it was more of a cover l operation. Me 
and one friend, with the wages we hod made over 
a summer of labouring in London, were able to fly 
to Iceland, whore we discovered through 
observation of the activities of the whaling station, 
that there was nobody on the premises at night. 

So it was possible for us to break into the facility 
and Inllict maximum economic damage through 
sabotaging the machinery and computers. By 
having the experience of working on an actual ship, 
we knew that wo could also get aboard the whaling 
ships,. and jf wo could access their engine rooms , 
we could sink the vessels in the harbour without 
using explosives or risking any injury, which as whal 
we were able to do. And we weren't | rained 
mercenaries or commandos or soldiers,, but Just 
people who were empowered because nobody told 
us we couldn't accomplish what we set out to do. 
Bemg a saboteur Is a power on individual can have 
if he or she studios the enemy long enough to find 
a weak link. And that is still an avenue of action 
that seems to be very effective, simply because 
the target is whal industry and government care 
aboul the most, which is their profits, their 
financial base. 

There's been no Earth First! movement in America 
for 20 years and there's been direct action and 
eco-defence actions for longer than that. But It 
seems that Sen Shephard, with the exception of 
Green pence, who ere new more of a mainstream 
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or^mlitiilio n, are Hit III the only paopl* to have 
takon direct action onto the suit in a big way. 

Why do you think this la? 

Well. I think there's just an unfamiliarity that our 
movements have with working oo Ocean issues in 3 
hands-on way, f think that any issue that's lend 
based is easier simply because we are a land 
based society. But t think a lot of it also has to do 
with the fact that destruction of wilderness, where 
it can be seen, shocks a lot more people into 
action lhan environmental destruction that takes 
place in the ocean, f^e depletion of fish stocks 
and nwa no mammal populations and pollution Isn't 
something that's realty seen unless you five Jo a 
coastal environment; unless you depend 00 a 
healthy ocean environment for your existence. I 
think that has made it harder to generate attention 
for ocean issues because a lot of people don't 
really fathom the level of destruction. I mean, you 
hear commercial fishing being described as the 
Strip-mining of the seas, but without any sense of 
I ho magnitude of it* It's harder to generate direct 
action campaigns against the commercial fishing 
industry. Also Jt has to do with people's 
conditioning, which makes Jt much easier to 
organise around furry cute animals or Indigenous 
people as opposed to plankton or fish, we 
definitely have a tendency In our movement to be 
attracted to the causes I hot are easier to generate 
public support for. it is unfortunate that Sea 
Shepherd has been the only organisation to really 
fight for the high seas with a direct action strategy. 
But 1 mink one reason that it hasn't happened 
more Is because it ]ust takes e heir of a lot of 
money to put a ship to sea. It's hard enough 
organising demonstrations and campaigns on land, 
let alone organising and: raising ihe funds 
necessary to put a ship chat consumes two tonnes 
of diesel a day in the sea— and there's also some 



environmental issues connected with operating a 
ship like that! 

k 

What are your opinions of Paul Watson? Because 
i 1 knew he Is sometimes a controversial figure. 

i I think a lot of people lend to judge Paul on the 
\ basis of their opinions of how he should carry out 
I his actions or how he should carry on his life as s 
I reflection of his actions And because we find It 
[ hypocritical for somebody to fight for animal rights 
i and yet eat meal, a lot of people judge Paul for 
i that. But regardless of what Paul's own lifestyle 
I decisions are. I Choose instead 10 just look al what 
: can't be ignored in his life that he has done for the 
j Harm, And after 30 years of action, he has never 
I become an institutional environmentalist, or 
j condemned the tadic of direct action, like so many 
| other people have in the grassroots movement, 
once (hey gain a position within the mainstream 
environmental movement or turn their actions into 
0 careen And at the end of the day, that demands 
respeci. This is a warrior: this is someone who has 
repeatedly pul his life on the fine. Paul's now 
! pushing 60 years old and he's sull out there on 
the ship carrying out campaigns. There's very few 
activists in our movement I hat have been involved 
that long and are still doing the level of grassroots 
organising that they were 20 or 30 years ago. So I 
[ think that deserves a lot of respect. And as we 
said before, there Is only one organisation that is 
= active cm the high seas, to protect and defend the 
whales and the sea nations. I don't think we're in 

■ 

a position to criticise ihe one organisation [hat 
= exists. 

In l finally foil that my term had been 

! served wrlh Sea Shepherd. I started to have 
differences of opinion with Paul Watson's strategy. 
Not that H questioned its effectiveness, but i knew 
it was no longer the mode of operation that Suited 

me. Sea Shepherd used 
direct action, but direct 
action met could he argued 
to be enforcing 
International government 
agreements. I didn't want 
to wait for international 
bodies to recognise the 
need to preserve animals 
end the Earth: I just 
wanted to start taking 
actions that protected 
animals and the Earth on 
the basis of ecological law 
and moral law. S wanted to 
fake actions that very 
specifically targeted the 
industry and worked, and 
didn't depend on public 
support Or have publicity 



U4/bo or a !«/*■*>■ 10 






as iholf goal or a sign of their 
effectiveness. White many good 
organisations and campaigns 
do defeat ttwlr targets on 
the basis of getting 
public support, l found 
that the role I could 
best perform was to 
simply operate with 
only the Intent of 
damaging the industry. I 
think this is also because of beginning to 
see more clearly ihe media's typical 
response to direct action - label ling it as 
criminal activity., as was the case when 
the actions In Iceland Happened, j came 
to a threshold where l had to make a 
decision whether my actions wore 
motivated by protecting tho animals 
that I re presented- or advancing the 
cause of our movement. And at 
the end of the day. defending the 
Earth and animals mattered a 
lot more than pleasing the 
movements for the Earth and 
animats. 

Tactics 

When you were in this country. I guess like 10 
years ago of more, was that the first time you'd 
come Into contact with animal liberation 
activists? 

Yes- in the mid- J 8As — Ehat was the first lime 1 
came Inio contact with people who were physically 
getting out Into the field to proieci animals, by 
disrupting hums, by sabotaging fur shops end 
butchers' shops. But what l think was mere 
imporlant was the lesson to be learned In that 
seeing that people with very tittle money could still 
carry oilt actions In defence of animals end the 
Ear I hi, There was the seme level of social and 
ecological responsibility that I've heard most 
frequently spoken of in indigenous societies, 
whereby the individual is responsible for their own 
actions, end not only for their own actions but aiso 
for protecting and defending (hose who cannot 
protect and defend themselves. So that was 
something l hat resonated very strongly with me, 
the fact I hat you didn't have to be part of a larger 
organisation to be effective, 

I went out huni tabbing in Bristol and Plymouth 
and seeing firs! hand the revel of vioFence that 
people were willing la inflict on us. because we 
were trying to protect the fox's life, was another 
transition I hat took place in my life; until that time 
I really believed that I was a pacifist. Ancf I really 
believed I hat there was no place for violence or 
oven selfdefence. I believed- In passive non 
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violence until p sew that as 
hunt saboteurs, the willingness 
to defend oneself against 
physical attack was the most effective 
tactic for avoiding physical attack. Really 
showing your enemy that you were willing, 
if attacked,, to fight back, created a level of 
respect from your opponent that didn’t exist 
when you just curled up into a foetal 
position and allowed yourself Co get 
beaten. And being a person who Is 
very much about fighting violence 
and avoiding violence, it seemed 
to be an appropriate logical 
tactic, to demonstrate e 
willingness to defend 
yourself and your comrades. 
The level of violence has 
increased against non- 
violent activists, whether 
they are representing the 

Earth or animals or human rights. This has led me 
now to be even more galvanised in the effort to 
avoid physical confrontation. Targeting the 
Institutions' property and machinery and buildings 
that are used to destroy life, is much more non- 
violent than carrying out actions where you ere 
physically confronting the people who Eire operating 
those machines and who occupy those buildings, 
who carry out Ihe killing. 

So you’re doing it in a more Anonymous way 
whore you never actually physically confront 
another individual? 

Yes, because the greatest level of violence i'vo 
seen in ouf movement is when we're physically 
confronting our opponent. And I slrongly believe 
thpt w y should choose our battles wisely^ because 
when we are subject to arrest and the ensuing 
court proceedings, It no! only disables us 
individually from activism but also creates a 
dependency on our movements to Support us and 
provide legal defence. I also see the! as pari of 
the obligation we have to our movement, to always 
represent |he Earth and animals first and avoid 
situations where we have to then claim to be the 
victims ourselves rather than keep the attention on 
those we are fighting for We’ve repeatedly seen 
demonstrations for good causes turn into defence 
funds for the acIMsts who were participating In 
them; (he issue changing over from being about 
environmenteiism io one of police abuse, 
protecting one’s constitutional rights, etc., which 
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also I find Ed be In a sense hypocrisy, because 
wo'ro demanding protection from ti society that at 
the very some lime we seemingly opj >050. 

So you think that tactically ft* more sensible to 
move ewny Item atrest d^mtHiitrationi and that 
kind of action, which Is risking gutting yourself 
arrefted and tying up everyone else In a 
campaign of legal support? [ 

You see a lot of people being arrested in large \ 

mass demonstrations who are masking up and \ 
carrying out Small property destruction. Rather \ 

than all actions bemg. supported, we can also t>e 
justified in questioning. those people and debating ; 
within our movement whether it’s effective for [ 

somebody to carry out action in the light oi day for 
the TV, the media and the police cameras, or \ 

whether instead it would be better that we support 
the lactic but In a much safer environment where 
people who carry out those same tactics are so 
much less likely to get caught, 1 mean. In a sen&e 
it seems ontremely irresponsible and reckless lo 
carry out property destruction In front of the police 
when It can be carried out much more elfuciively If 
you just wait until the next day. or do it the week 
before the demo. And I think that that's something 
we owe to ouf selves to do, rather than just argue 
that property destruction done on large [ 

demonstrations should be applauded and I 

encouraged, IT you’re part of a rna&& ! 

demonstration that is targeting a research facility, ; 
animal breeders,, or an immigration facility, where it ■ 
Is possible r by virtue of the sheer numbers you ] 
have, to rescue individual victims, then direct j 

action should be carried out at that time. But, at j 
the same lime, I think that we also have to ask j 

ourselves, “Well, gee, if I could save ten animals' j 

lives in a mass demonstration against Huntingdon ■ 
Life Sciences, maybe I could save 100 if i came j 
back when the security wasn’t escalated to meet j 
the mass demonstration." 



My avenue ol action has always boon based on 
what an Individual can be mosi effective at doing. 
And applying that to my own life* I have found Chat 
there's a lot more that I'm capable of, when I 
target the very same corporation or issue that 
larger groups and organisations do on 
demonstrations.. And rather than just he another 
body on the picket line, I personally have found 
that l can be a lot more effective using sabotage 
and direct action against that wry same Industry. 
And I think Chet when we call ourselves green 
anarchists or anarchists, or we call ourselves 
revolutionaries, l think we realty have t& seriously 
consider what that means, we have to recognise 
that it isn't just about feeling that you do enough if 
you go out on a mass action every couple of 
months, if you Hy halfway across ihe country or the 
world to go to an international protest against 
globalisation, that isn't enough to realise the 
power of direct action, in large street demos, you 
might get away with smashing a low windows. To 
me the power of direct action is about recognising 
wnat you can do aw ay from a larger movement. 

I think larger movements most definitely have an 
affective place in our struggle. Gut already I mjnk 
that we've seen that the anti-globalisation 
movement, by virtue of being very successful in its 
first couple of demonstrations In Seattle and other 
cities, has been meeling with ever-intraasing police 
violence and ever increasing arrests. Activists are 
being banned from travelling put of their home 
countries, and are being pulled off aeroplanes 
before they even attend the actions, t really wish 
those demonstrations would be left to people who 
are living in those countries where It's easier for 
them lo organise, as opposed to us utilising our 
limited resources In paying for flights and travel, 
and just being one more body. I think that we have 
to r*Mgnl» m revolution arias that as you ng, 
physically fit people. It shouldn't be enough to just 
go to e demo every two- months, oven if we are 
able to mask up and commit some property 
destruction. I think that's a dangerous, slippery 
slope that one Can easily Slide down as an activist* 
when you start feeling that the actions that you 
carry out as pari of a mass movement are enough. 
Masking up and smashing some windows is 
effective- but il J s nowhere near the only direct 
action I want to do. 

1 think there are a lot ol people who believe In 
the power of revolutionary action and who support 
revolutionary struggles hut are very apprenensive 
about starting their own in their own home country; 
And I think that's, a product of our privilege as 
members of a First World society, regardless of 
many of us being working class or poor, we arc 
still for the most part nut representing ourselves 
bul representing the Earth and people in other 
countries, and as a result woVe not directly being 



110/Do or Dii/tfo. 10 






oppressed as much as those that we represent, 
Von sec some struggles where people are paying a 
very high price for I he same Revel of activity that 
we carry out with the blessing of our governments 
by virtue or being able to organise overtly. I think 
l hat we have an obligation lo do as much as we 
can with the privilege that we have. And if you're a 
revolutionary; l think that means a lot rnore than 
just smashing a few windows. Jf $ been repeatedly 
seen over and over again, that when people do rise 
above (hat and do recognise that they can do a Rot 
more on their own, independently, the results 
Speak for themselves. 

Fur Farms 



So when you were ever hero, bach In the 80s. 
and you met up with hunt sabs and animal 
liberation people, were there particular things 
that you thought could be carried over to the 
USA, or things that you thought would work bach 
there as well? 

I think |ri$t I really recognised the effectiveness of 
ALF tactics of economic sabotage against the fur 
i nUusl r y. 1 participated here in London, by 
smashing up fur shops on my own, without 
knowing any animal rights activists In London, I just 
did it. Coked I voiy by my doing that, then other 
people doing It at demos- i think wo 
were pushing these retail businesses 
into bankruptcy. I recognised that the 
fur industry was a wmoablc target. So 
when. l did go back to the States l was 
very motivated to attack the fur 
industry there, which, hadn't met the 
level or economic sabotage? that it had 
met in England. And I knew that if we 
pedaled to the degree that people in 
England had. that there was no reason 
why we wouldn't meet with the same 
results, because regardless ol them 
being different countries. H“s still the law of 
economics that we were working under. And we 
ware able to put a couple of retail fur shops out of 
business, so the evidence was there. I think that's 
whal Red me lo decide that it wasn't enough to 



target individual fur shops; that we needed to set 
: even higher gods- and hit larger industry targets. 

I That's why I Round myself beginning to work 
against the fur form industry. 

I I realised that a lot could be gained by an 
intelligence gathering mission. so with the support 
! of a mainstream animal rights group, we wore sent 
j to carry out an Investigation of the fur farm 
I industry. At this tame the majority of the animal 
rights movement's arguments against the fur trade 
; were based on fur trapping and as a result the fur 
trade was shifting its emphasis from trapping to 
I the domestic rearing of fur-bearing animals, which 
we knew very little about. So we spent about a 
year infiltrating fur farms under the premise that we 
were looking for breeding slock and wanted to 
start our own operation. We accumulated massive 
amounts of video documentation of the abuses on 
Rur farms that could be used as ammunition lo 
educate people as to what was going on— the 
suffering that was behind fur coats. And at tho 
same time,, carrying out this investigation revealed 
to me I he level of vulnerability that the industry 
had In America. because it hod not been targeted 
by ALF direct action. So, on the conclusion of this 
Investigation and having achieved our goal of 
; gathering evidence to prove trio level of 
psychological and physrear abuse that was 
experienced by animals on farms, i felt that the 
next logical step was attacking the industry using 
direct action. We"d gotten images that could he 
used lo get public support for the anti-fur 
F movement, but i also recognised that there was an 
i industry here that could be hurt by direct acicon r 
So i felt the logical obligation to carry out that 
direct action, In the way I had carried out actions 
against the whaling Industry. 

So after you'd fosomefood it, you know where all 
the fur farm* were end you knew whet might bo 
the mo*t effective points of Attack? 

Yes, like any industry, I knew lhaE 
research and development was the 
OOmerstfine and trie pioneering front 
that advanced the industry. So this 
seemed to me the most vulnerable 
link in the fur Farm industry in the 
United States, targeting the handful— 
four or five — university researchers 
who were funded by the fur farm 
industry to carry out vivisection on 
mink and lo study and overcome the 
cascades that were encountered by 
trie industry, in terms of animal 
husbandry. Because whereas factory farming is 
based on the intense confinement of domestic 
: animals, fur farming is based on the intense 
; confinement of native predators who are yet lo be 
domesticated. 
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So l drove Gown lo the nation"* largest 
experimental Jur farm at Oregon Stale University l 
walked into the facility afler careful 
reconnaissance., E was by myself, and you know, 
they weren't expecting anything— the fur Farm 
industry hadn’t been hit in America yet. And so I i 

got I nto the guard fence and 1 looked at I he main | 

research building and there was an open bathroom : 
window. So I took the screen off and l crawled in ! 
and there was all the research records and ] 

documents and experimental equipment of the ] 

nation s largest experimental fur farm. And no j 

alarms went off and so i climbed on the roof and I : 

told myself. " Look . OK. if you decide to do what \ 

you’re th inking.. id been captured in 1987. four \ 
years previously, smashing up fur shops in 
Vancouver. Canada. So E know the consequences [ 
of what would happen if I took direct action, and 
what 1 was thinking was total destruction, not 
minimum damage, end in this case it was arson. 

For me, as an indigenous person, fire Is a 
cleansing force — it's how we clean ourselves when 
we take sweat lodge ceremonies: it's how we clean 

■ 

On the Run j 

i am blind with anger because of this racist 
anti-native government that now hunts me like 
any other wiki dug, I* my crime that I am not 
Intimidated, that G attempt to speak truth when i 
1 witness atrocities against life? Lot's 
assume the Fads are right and I'm responsible ! 
far six arsons break-ins and animal rescues 
that have cost exploiter* over $2 million — an 
actions that caused no loss of life. Why is it 
that white men can build a factory that 
manufactures weapons whose primary function 
is to kill non white people, under the full 
epptovai of the US government; yat when one 
native guy Js suspected of burning down animal 
research laboratories and rescuing animal 
hostages, his friends are jailed for not providing 
Information, and a $35,000 bounty is put on 
his head? 

Suddenly Wounded Knee becomes 
understandable and not in the distant past. For 
the soul* of my human sisters and brothers 
who visit mo In my dreams and visions. 1 will 
continue to fight. Cra*y Horse tells me. "All you 
need is a few good warriors and you shell fight 
for the people. " 

rpLs is a very teal struggle, one that will 
require each of you to re-examine your 
commitment to the earth. Let us all get beyond 
die human nature and back to wild nature. Lei 
the children of earth be one again and Tight, 
fight, fight. 

—Rod Coronado, written whilst on the run, 
from O* or Ore Uo. 2 (19931) 



ourselves when we burn sage and sweetgrass and 
other medicinal herbs; It’s a power, o force of 
nature, and you use it to rid sway evil, so in that 
way it’s a very sacred application when the ALF or 
the ELF use arson. And *0 I was on that roof 
knowing that the actions that 1 was thinking about 
taking would probably load to prison eventually, 
because having done the investigation of the fur 
farm industry, l knew that It would probably only be 
a matter of time before my presence in the fur 
farms end In the auction houses and the Feed co- 
operatives would... you know, people would start 
connecting the dots. It wouldn't take a rocket 
scientist to see that probably these people were 
the ones responsible, 

But despite pnson or a fur farmer's bullet, I just 
knew that It was what had to be done— it wasn't a 
heroic decision, it wasn’t a brave decision, it was 
Just recognising the obligat ion that 1 had to the 
animal world, to my brothers and sisters. So that 
was the beginning of what wo colled Operation Bile 
Back. For the next year and u he it we attacked rive 
of the six recipients of research grants gwan out 
that year. We destroyed many, muny major 
research projecis: we destroyed espen mental feed 
barns, wt> rescued a couple of dozen mink and 
other animals, and we destroyed over 32 years 
worth off research at Michigan State University. 

Going Underground 

What are the dangers or advantages of acting 
underground'? 

we II r I definitely found that my targeting and 
subsequent imprisonment was largely a result of 
my above ground activism rather than illegal 
aciwisiTL Had I never been identified as an alF 
member fighting the lor trade and as somebody 
that believed in property destruction to defend the 
Earth and animals, I never would have been 
caught, So that teave* me advising other people 
who find themselves ready to es-iny out direct 
eel Ion to saver whatever connection* they hove 
with the above ground movement that is a pari of 
the same struggle they are representing Illegally, 
simply because the police investigation's first 
tactic in searching for ihe perpetrators of Illegal 
political action is looking at the legal activists that 
are part Of that same movement So if you ate not 
a part of that seme movement in She above ground 
you instantly preserve your anonymity and remain 
off their radar until further investigations. It's 
definitely making things easier for them when wo 
wear one hat during the day that Wentlftaa us as 
an animal rights aelivlst or environmentalist and 
then in the middle of the night wear a separate hat 
when we're carrying oul illegal activities for the 
same cause. And even though we repeatedly do 
this due to the limitations we have in our 



llb/Uo or U-lVi to- It 



movemenl of numbers Of people willing to carry out 
direct action, H r s easy lo just by looking al 
prisoner pages that the majority of people who are 
getting busted for direct action are busted because 
they were scon within the above ground 
movements. 

Arrest and Imprisonment 

How was it that you finally got ane^ted? 

weli f my criminal Indictment came about horn a 
paper trail of documents that were discovered after 
a raid- — documents that wore being delivered to 
mainstream animal rights groups who could then 
use the information (hat we had confiscated from 
the laboratories. And also it was a result of 
hantfwrilmg sampler that were obtained from 
handwritten communioufls that were confiscated 
from personal storage rockers that were raided by 
the police, But micros! ingjy enough, the majority of 
evidcrtcc thet red to my criminal conviction was not 
rotated to the aciu^i committing of the crime- bui 
more to the publicity ihoi we tried to generals for 
the issue that wo wore attacking. And as l staled 
before, I was irying to be effective both as a 
source of public education and as an impact 
against the Industry- and this cost me. Ideally, if 
we were part of a more organised movement my 
only job would have been carrying out the action. 
The media part of it would have been handled by 
somebody else. Since we were very much in the 
Infancy of a direct action movement in America at 
the time, 1 found myself in multiple roles. Still 
being a spokesperson while also carrying out the 
actions J was speaking for. 

Is that partially the idea of having, the ALF/ELF 
ippknpAfifiii office? 

Exactly. Which didn't Ofrisl ft the time.. Or if it did, l 
wasn't aware of It, I mean, there was e press 
Office in England, but In America, It was pretty 
much up (o independent media sources to spread 
(he word. The point of a press office is to create a 
sere avenue for an individual to defend actions that 
they themselves are not a part or. 3$ opposed to- 
trying to create an avenue of communication for 
those that carry out the actions,, which Is extremely 
risky, it helps pfe serve those people's anonymity 
lo hgrve a press office, and in that way it serves a 
very (mpoftem rote. 

What was your experience of prison? Hdw long 
wore you actually in fur? 

tended up doing just aboul four years in prison 
and my experience wras that the struggle did not 
end as l entered prison, but that ii just shifted. 
Rather than carrying out direct actions against 
induslry r my new role as a prisoner of war was lo 
educate people -not only the prisoners, who 



" For me, as an indigenous 
person , fire is a dean sing 
force— it's how we clean 

ourselves when we take sweat 

. 

I lodge ceremonies; it's how we 
clean ourselves when we burn 
j sage and sweetgrass and 
other medicinal herbs; It's a 
power, a force of nature , and 
you use it to rid away evil , so 
in that way it 's a very sacred 
application when the ALF or 
the ELF use arson , " 

I hem solves are victims of state repression, hut 
also me numerous people who corresponded with 
™ end were part of the environment and animal 
rights movements. I expressed to them through my 
story of imprisonment r how the sacrifice that we 
are forced to make Is so much smaller than l hat 
faced by other people in other struggles In ether 
countries or the sacrifices faced by Ihe animals 
themselves we represent. And also, by being able 
to write to people and tell them how I was and 
\ what t was doing. I could show them that prison 
isn’t a disempewenng thing if you don’t warn It to 
be P Prison's intention is to break our spirits end 
make us lose faith Jo what we believe In, But when 
you're sent to prison for something no more than 
protecting life and a healthy environment, Jt's a 
situation where you wake up and you feei really 
good about why you're there, as opposed id having 
done something that you regret. 

it also becomes a very strong representation, 
not only to our movement, but also lo the people in 
prison, that you are so serious abou! what you 
believe in that you're willing to go lo Jnht for it. That 
In itself l think really validates our struggle and 
earns us the respect that we deserve as direct 
; action warriors, so opposed to people who 
sen>ehmg£ feel that animal rights and 
: environmentalism are privileged movements. I think 
- when we demonstrate our wHlingness to give up 
\ that privilege and go io prison for what we believe 
\ in, we show the rest of the world and the 
\ community that it's time to start recognising this 
i movement that isn't about humans or protecting 
l the environment for humans' soke. 

I t think that the outrageously tong prison 
| sentences being handed out to people like Free 
and Critter are evidence that there is a very strong 
political motivation behind cur persecution by the 
law. We're not being sentenced as if we were 
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simply Criminals carrying out illegal activity. wg r re 
being sentenced as people that represent a 
movemeni engaged in direct action, in order to 
intimidate other poo pie from Joining that 
movement. So l trunk that while being a very real 
obstacle to our move me nl, at the same time it's 
forcing many people to evaluate what this struggle 
is about for themselves; whether its only 
something you do for a couple of years in college 



until your career comes around or whether It's 
something you dedicate your life to. as many 
people have. So. I think In America, any reduction 
in action as a result of police repression is simply 
because wo are working out separating the wheal 
from the chaff and seeing who Is really ready to 
; live up to thofcr belie Ts and walk their talk as 
opposed to most people who might be attaching 
themselves for other, less selfless, reasons, 

« 

: 

What sort of relationships did you have with the 
other people In prison? 

■ 

Well, considering that I here was a large Native 
{ American population in the prison, I had a very 
: good relationship with all of these people who were 
raised? believi-ng in a worldview that 1 shared as an 
= animal rights activist or direct action activist and 
\ os an indigenous person. And u for the rest of 
people, 1 ho concept of environmentalism and 
animal rights was vary foreign to them, but in timo K 
they were exposed to It by associating w«lh me, me 
providing I hem with reading m atonal answering 
I their questions about who was writing to mo. and 
: giving them a face to a movement that they 
= previously maybe had only hoard about m the 
j media. And so l found ihat It was very educational 
I In that the neat time those people heard about a 
direct action attack or even a protest about animal 
nghts or the environment, (hey woutd think back to 
: me, not believe what the media were saying about 
= The people engaged In these things, but know ihat 
\ the type of people who do these things are very 
; real because they knew one of them. 

I Spirituality 

l 

( have heard you talk bufuro about the Importuned 
of the spiritual aspects of ecologies H struggle end 
animal defence. I wa* wondering If you could say 
a bit more about that. 

Well i definitely do not recognise the animal rights 
or environmental movements as being movements 
of 0 contemporary lime. I definitely do not believe 
that 1 con contain the things that 1 believe in within 
I he framework of animal rights philosophy or 
environmentalist philosophy, For mo, (hat’s 
cm possible, because it’s not just about, protecting 
I animals, il’s not just aboul protecting the 
\ environment, it’s about being pert of a Barger 
! global resistance that for hundreds of years has 
■j resisted this worldview that has plagued the- Earth 
I for so many centuries now. that attempts to force 
indigenous peoples, animate, and the Earth, into 
] subjugation and reduce them to property or a 
resource. 

After being involved with the struggle for so long 
; and with the history of my people. I don l see this 
as a new phenomenon. I don J t see the Earth 
Liberation front as this new force Ihat just burst on 
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Ed the scone; l see the Earth Liberation front es 
being [be modern incarnation of (be very same 
resistance that has existed Everywhere in the 
world, The world that our people come from and 
that strll exists for many indigenous people — and 
norHndigenous people loo. if they choose to 
recognise it— is a worid thei sees every human 
being, every animal being, every plant feeing, as 
part of a whole end equal to each other. 

Vm not sure how familiar people are with the 
natural world as *1 existed in north America. but 
that is really ihe basis for understanding my whole 
worldview, because the world that we come from, 
the world that all indigenous people come from, is 
e world that prior to European Invasion was a 
vibrant. highly advanced civilisation. We weren't 
primitive people— we were more advanced — in Our 
science h in our understanding of Ihe workings of 
nature — hoi through any establishment or 
Institution, but just through the par Helps! ion of 
being a member of ihe circle of life, and through 
ihe observance of the harmonious exrstonco of the 
natural world through generations. 

Our elders come lo us and talk lo us about whai 
kind of world existed before, and in North America 
that was a world where not only 40 miiliorvpFus 
bison blanketed the plains from one end lo the 
□[her so Chick that early explorers said that all they 
could see from one horizon to the next was jusl a 
mountain of moving animals. It was also a world 
whore m the eastern seaboard of ihe United 
States, a squirrel on Ihe Mississippi River could 
travel ihe 400 miles-plus to ihe coastline without 
ever touching the ground, the canopy of the 
eastern forests was so dense and thick that it 
created its own oco-sysiom, much like that we see 
Still surviving in South America. It was a world 
where bird life as we see it today can't be 
compared to ihe way n existed in the past. 

There's records that wore saved, written 
by whue settlers and explorers- that 
recoil ni flocks of geese and other 
animals that were so thick so as 
lo block out the sun. somohmes 
for days. And ihe passenger 
pigeon, which Is now extinct— 
one European reported ihot it 
look five days for one flock to 
pass by. And in just a little over 
125 yeans it was reduced to 
extinetron. Whales, which are 
animals that are sacred to our people 
and very much to myself, were a nation 
cf beings that were so prolific In the oceans 
that the Europeans identified them as a 
navigational hazard, there were so many of them 
along the coast. 

So this was the world as it existed before. And 
I'm not going to lie and soy that i behove that it's & 






world that can exist again beceus* unfortunately 
the damage lhal has been done by humans is 
never going to be re versed In our time, that's for 
sure, and maybe not in the time of humankind. In 
the lime of the earth it will, because the earth is 
much more powerful than anything man can do to 
it, and though we may destroy the living 
environment for every being l hat lives op the earth 
presently, the earlh is a living force, it is an 
organism, and il will grow, it will evolve, and 
hopefully when it does we wfen r t iind ourselves on 
the top of the food chain. 

3 think there's 0 Spirit of resistance, a spirit thal 
infects us because we live in this land where past 
generations were killed and where their bones are 
buried, and we live on the land that they died for. 
And a result of that I ihmk is lhal wo hoar tnolr 
cries and our spirits are home for their restless 
spirits. So wo Iind ourselves being the children of 
the invader- the children of a generation that is 
responsible lor the things that we now oppose. And 
the! is how 1 tii ink the spirit of resistance enacts 
its revenge— by infecting ihe very children of the 
people who caused the suffering and now we are 
using that effective position to fight from wEthin the 
belly of the beast . wrthin the First world nations. 

It'S not just about Indigenous peoples lighting us. 

In the Jungles where British or US corporations are 
based; it's about British citizens and American 
citizens fighting American and British companies. 
Not for our rights but for the rights of other people 
who cannot represent themselves in our homeland. 

Indigenous Struggles 

Presumably In America- tho continuity of Iho 
struggle la vrHjrt> apparent, in that there has boon 
direct military conflict more or leas continuously 
between Europeans and Native American nations 
up until rein lively recently. 

Well, I'm from the Vaqul nation, outside 
of Tucson, Arizona, and when I see 
the American fidg. that represents 
to me probably Iba same things 
that a Jewish person would feel 
when they saw the Nazi flag. That 
(fa g was earned into battle 
against our people repeatedly, it 
is still carried into battle against 
indigenous peoples In other parts 
of the world and It will continue to, 
because it's nothing new— that 
behaviour is wbai the US government has 
always done, it is how rt was founded and it is 
how they maintain their control end power over not 
just our tribe, and other people of the world, but 
the natural world loo. 

Just thirty years ago (ha American Indian 
Movement were facing iho brunt of US repression 
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fof wanting to do nothing inoro than represent Miem 
lands and col Eure unp traditions. Living In a radon 
whore there are still people who live in harmony 
wilh the land and keep o worldview alive that sees 
animals and the Earth as our relations, it is so 
much easier to realise the continuity ol our 
resistance. It'd so much more logical to see that 
the indigenous registers of the fast century are 
today manifesting themselves in the radical 
environ menial and animal rights movements, the 
amii-globallsation movement, and the anil-racist 
human rights movements, i mean, it’s very easy ie 
see that it Is about fighting for the same worldview 
and value system that other people have fought 
tong and- hard to defend. And my own experience 
was that when I was forced unto hiding and forced 
to live on the run, I found sanctuary amongst 
indigenous people whose ancestors had died for 
the very same thing that I was a port of, And even 
though animat rights and radical environmentalism 
w era foreign terms to ihem B me principles of what I 
was lighting for were very familiar. 

What sort of relnt bona hip has thorn boon between 
the American Indian Movement and other Native 
American activists and the animal liberation and 
Earth First l movements? 




American Indian Movement member Buddy 
Lament (centre), biffed by the FBI during the 71- 
day seige at Wounded Knee in 1973, in the 
first nme since the Civil War that the VS Army 
was used in a domestic opewtion, the 
Pentagon used hetfeopters, Phantom jets. 
Armoured Personnel Carriers, grenade 
faunchers and CS gas against lass than 300 
Indians engaged in a peaceful protest at the 
symbolic site of the 1890 massacre. 



Well, l think that the most obvious relationship 
that's been seen has been the one that hes been 
the most exploited by the media, and that was the 
i division that was seen in North America, when the 
Makati tribe of Washington State decided to 
exercise their treaty rights to kill whales and worn 
hence faced with overwhelming opposition from the 
animal rights movement and the environmental 
community, mostly privileged middle class white 
people. And it was an issue that the media was 
; most willing to take advantage of simply because It 
helped demonstrate a clear division between two 
otherwise very powerful allies. And what reinforced 
my opinion l hat this was being exploited to both of 
our movements" detriment, was the fact that there 
has never been nearly as much publicity on those 
issues where we have worked together. The animal 
rights and the environmental movement worked 
very closely with Native American activists to fight 
uranium mining end coni mining in Arizona, to 
protect Shoshone lands in Nevada, to fight nuclear 
waste transports and shipment! to Indian lands, 
and to fight for protection of I he bison herds and 
\ the Yellowstone ecosystem. All of these 

movements have been conglomerates ol animal 
rights and environ menial activists end Native 
people, and they have worked very effectively 
together and built very strong solidarity as a result. 

Bui now, by participating in a campaign against 
' a Native American tube, we have allowed Our 
: opponents to c-reate division in our ranks, where 
there would otherwise only have been strength. 

And so I think that we have a long road ahead of 
us before we can recognise tne common ground 
between the Native American sovereignty 
movements and the movements for the rights of 
the animats and the E fir Eh. I think that a lot of It is 
dependent on us recognising that we are very 
much a pari of Western culture and do not have an 
understanding ol what it means to live the way we 
only speak ol living, as opposed to many Native 
American people who were raised with a worldview 
that wo only by choice adopt. 

i Message to the Movement 

On ydu thlrnh that sumo limes the Earth anti 
animal liberation movements are lacking some of 
the spiritual conviction you're talking about? 

j Most definitely, I think that a lot of people have e 
knee-jerk reaction to any spiritual ity, as most of our 
experiences have come not through spirituality, but 

■ 

through religion. from the Christian church, which 
is really the opposite of what we believe in. So, 
when you talk about spirituality, l think It's hard TO 
\ get around \he bad taste kn peopled mouths. But 
i at the same time, we realty have to identify with 
the things that we fight for on a spiritual level, 
because (here ris a let of power Sn them. The past 
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generations thai F mentioned: before, that made I he 
sacrifices the! we now do* based themselves in a 
recognition of the power of the Earth and tnc 
power of the animals. 

So the reason I talk a lot about spirituality as a 
component of direct action is simply also because 
it has served repeatedly as an effective and 
empowering element that kept me from ratling, into 
d pii ol despair and depression and a feeling of 
ineffectiveness that l L ve seen many activists 
succumb to- I’ve seen Friends of mine commit 
suicide because they were exposed to so much evil 
in the world and they had so little happiness in 
their lives that they Just couldn't see a world that 
was worth living In, Whereas for me. the only way I 
can hold on to foith and nope is by continually 
discovering ihe power of the Earth and the beauty 
of animals and the lhings they have to teach us- 
that keeps me going. And if it wasn't for my ability 
to do iha^ I might fan down that seme dangerous 
trap. 

So you think spirituality actually hen direct 
practical application; It can make your actions 
more offectiw? 

Yes, you know, I can t see how It couldn't. I mean, 
we fight for the lives of indigenous peoples and 
their cultures end we light for the lives of animals. 
And I think that when wo see the beauty of an 
animal that Isn’t being pursued and we see the 
beauty of il in its own environment, when we fearn 
from indigenous people who still live in harmony 
with the land and see how they sustain 
themselves, how they suffer from none of Ihe 
psychological and physical aliments that wo do. 
that to mo is a vary healthy thing to be gained 
from struggle, os opposed to yust fighting for the 
Earth but still living under the laws of mnn and 
living In the system of mao. 

Many Native people say that wu have to can on 
the animals ior help and that It we do so. they will 
come forward and help us. Not just so wo can help 
ourselves, but so that wo can Fin Ip everyone 
survive. I went to live on the plains when they 
finally indicted mo for the actions again si the mink 
Industry. I slaved on this land of this elder. When I 
was living on this land II was the first lime I had 
been living the We of my ancestors, the life of my 
animal relations, of being a hunted individual. And I 
prayed a lot and I asked for guidance and 
Support — It was a time when I was living in fear, l 
was carrying a gun with me. because 3 knew the 
history of the FBI in their attempts lo stop the 
American Indian Movement and the Black Panther 
Party, so I was prepared that they were going to 
come in end kill me. And one day l wa^ walking on 
the plains, just realty sad and I was calling for help 
and F saw a coyote and I saw a hawk. And when 
they came lo me, they seemed lo be looking at me 



and rather than speak any words 1 just foil this 
huge burden removed from me ond In the wind I 
heard them sing, "Now you aw one of us— you ere 
a hunted or>e, just like us, and whenever you heed 
us. all you have to do is ask for our help and wt'JI 
: be there „ hut we cannot be there as long as you 
believe more In them than you believe in us-" And 
! so that was the point when I started accepting my 
j faith more. 

There was one more action that we needed lo 
| do. We had discovered in our reconnaissance ol 
I mink farms another research facility whose sole 

■ purpose was the development of new traps and 
poisons and techniques to control coyotes for the 

I sake of protecting the livestock industry. The 
facility had a bunch of enclosures where l hey kept 
coyotes that they would starve for three to four 
days and then they would put newly developed 
poisons and traps bolted with food in those 
enclosures knowing that the coyotes would be 
forced to eat them or slop on the iraps and then 
they would study the impact. So we had just pul 
| that in the hack of our minds, hut later that 
summer I was In this sacred place l used lo go to 
pray when |i lived In Oregon and the coyote tame 
forward again. There was o lull moon and it was a 
very sacred time and I realised that these beings 
were nations and families of their own people, just 
like we were, and F realised that 1 had to carry out 
\ this last action. So I gathered some Friends 
j together, end even though I was on the run at me 
I time, we went to the research facility and after 
reconnaissance, decided we would attempt to burn 
down Ihe Predator Research Facility. 

The night we look action we prayed. Previously 

■ 

to l his I hadn't reaFly Involved prayer in my 
preparations for actions — I always just worried 

■ about the logistics, But this time we gathered 

■ together and we prayed and we caned upon me 
coyote nation to help us and to guide us in this 

: act. That night when we went into action, I was the 
one chosen to get Into She Predator Research 
Facility and F thought I could get in one way but 
when 1 actually got there l couldn't, so 1 had to Find 
another way, I found a window that looked Id bo 
open, but IP get. To It I had to remove thi& big 
\ screen and there was a caretaker’s house really 
close by and I knew that tie would probably hear 
: me and so I just started graying and catling on the 
: coyote spirits and asking for help and In a sudden 
: chorus from all around me all The coyotes that 
l were in the kennel building and those in the 
: enclosure started lo sing. And they sung so loud 
| that It provided enough cover for me to rip this 
| frame off the window and i got in there and planted 
an incendiary device and later that night the Facility 
burnt to the ground. 

When I left. I met up with two other people who 
were busily going, around to the enclosures cutting 
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the fence to release the coyotes This place 
abutted National Forest lands sc (he coyotes had a 
quick escape, Bui the others were just snaking, and 
moved because they said that while they were 
l Tying to cut through the wires of the fences , the 
coyotes had gathered and they were OH the other 
side of the fence digging, And so (hey had Jo that 
way helped us. just as we hod asked. So that was 
a demonstration lo me of the power that is 
available. 

To finish then, do you have an* advice or Ideas for 
the animal liberation and ecological defence 
movements In this country? 

I think that what K Ju&i spoke of, you know-finding 
what empowers us and what keeps us strong, whal 
keeps us connected to the things we fight for, is 
really one of the best things that I think I can give 
to the movement. By fortunate circumstance I have 
hved in two worlds, os a person 1hai‘s politically 
evolved Into a direct action activist and ns a 
person that was raised with values to respect the 
Earth and animals, it leaves me with much to 
share with my warrior brothers and sisters who are 
lighting alongside me. There's a power that 1 leal 
by maintaining the relationship with the animals 
and the Earth that my ancestors did. But the Earth 
doesn't care what colour your skin Eg — she Just 
cares whet your actions &to. And In that way. you 
don't have to be a Native person to enjoy the 
benefits of a renewed relationship with the Earth 
and the animals, you only have to demonstrate to 
them your compassion, love, and the willingness to 
accept them as members of your family, and- then 
they will also give you the rewards that they share 
with other people— basically the recipe for our 
survival And shat to me would he foolish to ignore, 
as somebody who believes in lighting for their 
liberation. 



And now it's Our turn— our purpose on earth 
iaiVl for our own sake, in Native American 
prophecies people say we're the seventh 
generation — we’re the people who have inherited 
I this earth and now it's time for US to protect it far 
I seven more generations. So that is something that 
j we have to do, whether you do It against fighting 
j the war in Iraq, or you do it for protecting the 
| animals Or protecting peal bogs or forests or 
| indigenous cultures— we have to recognise (hot 
I sacrifice is necessary — (hat is the greatest . 

; greatest demonstration of love. You know, I drd end 
up going to prison, j went lo prison for four years 
and I just finished three years of probation — for I he 
first lime jn eleven years Tve finally finished This 
Chapter in my life. But I feel so grateful the! I had 
this opportunity to serve rny animal relations. And 
so I spent four years in prison... you know, that's 
nothing. Thai's nothing compared to the sacrifice 
my ancestors have mode, t^u know, (hoy used to 
hung our people with barbed wire from felt; phone 
poles and electrical lines. And it's not only for the 
i'lnimriis and the earth and ourselves and our own 
= families that we lake such action, but It's for the 
Children, We have to think of (hat — Our children are 
the ones who are going lo inherit the world that we 
are now responsible for and l sure as hell do not 
want to have to explain to my grandchildren why t 
didn't do anything to prevent the destruction that 
we see today- So that’s what I'm asking people to 
think about or remember when the time has 
come — which is now — for us to defend the earth.* 



■ 




124 /Da or HLe/i-Jo. 1C 




RIEAPING THIE WHIRLWIND 




GIENIETIOS ACTION ROUND-UP 



“I don't want to see any GM crops grown In the West Country. If this happens, me. 
other farmers, and campaigners will destroy the crops,,. We all have to take action 
before It's too late. tt + s vital we pull up and destroy GM! trial plots. United we will 
win, divided we will lose*”— An organic farmer! from Bideford In North Devon* 



I in ic he last few years Britain has seen an 

elective campaign of sabotage again si Genetically 
Modelled (GM) crops. Backed by widespread public 
support the saboteurs have succeeded in 
massively holding up the introduction or GM crops 
and GM food into B ui aim 

Back in 1996 , a handful Ol multinational! 
companies planned 10 ilood thn UK wiih GM crops. 
They didn't expect any opposition and for a time it 
looked like they might succeed: unlabelled GM 
soya and- maize products were all over 
Supermarket shelves, GM crop mots were 
Increasing exponentially and commercial growing o( 
GM crops looked (o be a foregone conclusion, 
However, by IS^S, it became clear that things 
weren't going well for the biotech industry- Storting 
in 1997 , huge amounts of sabotage targeted the 
Scientific Idols that the industry needed to gain 
legal approval for their crops. Massive public 
opposition to GM crops forced a panicking 
government and biotech industry to cook up 
something to moke look like they were listening 

I co what people were saying. The result was the 
Farm Scare Trials (FSTsi and a four-year voluntary 
agreement between the government and industry 
lo hold off commercialisation of GM crops until the 
trials were finished. 

The FSTs are very large test sites — -some up to 
&D acres— that wore supposedly designed lo 



conclusively evaluate the impact of GM Crops on 
[ farmland ecosystems. In reality they've been a half- 
arsed and scientifically flawed attempt by the 
government and GM industry to fool the public that 
they really take concerns about GM crops 
= seriously. Their bogus nature became clear when 
saboteurs escalated the if tactics to destroy whole 
entire fields of GM crops rather lhan the small 
plots that had previously been the case. Large 
numbers of the FSTs were trashed, but the 
scientists kept moving the goalposts to prevent 
their experiments being Invalidated by the 
sabotage, declaring thet they only needed a 
percentage Of the Crop for the experiments lo still 
; be valid, 

in the last four years the industry has been on 
r the back foot. GM: products have to a large extent 
[ boon eliminated from British food, there is Still no 
\ commercial growing of GM crops in Britain end the 
I Farm Scale Trials got ‘Form Scale' trashrngs. But 
now our four years are up and the fight against GM 
crops could dramatically change. 

- 

■ 

; Crop Trashing A-Go-Go! 

\ The destruction of G‘M crops In Britain has 
continued undated over the last year. With 
scythes, sickles, pallet wood, castles and whatever 
comes io hand* the saboteurs have got the job 
done, Protesters who desEfoyed GM oil seed rape 
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at Hedloy Hall, nost Tfldcaslof. owned by Leads 
Unwersity fl»pres&od the desires of many when 
they £anj; "This crop of GM o\i seed rape Is now 
100 per coni destroyed completely destroyed* 
Probably every single plant has been either 
uprooted or broken." s 

The majority of FST trials are now completed: 
only the remaining handful of I ho final winter oil 
seed rape sites (16 in England and 2 in Scotland) 
were planted in the Autumn of 2002, due for 
harvesting in 2003. There have also been ongoing 
Matronal Seed Listing (N5L — the final Stage before 
legal approval) trials for winter oilseed rape. There 
are also much smaller amounts of GM crops 
planted as part of Research and Development work 
by scientists. 

In the 2002^2003 season so far fas of June 
2003), saboteurs nave? trashed 17% of the Farm 
Scale crops and 50% of N5L trials* In 2001-2002 
the figures were 17% for the Farm Scales end 66% 
for the NSLs. So the proportion of Uw crops that 
are getting trashed Is holding pretty steady, but in 
me lost year this represents o much smaller 
number of sites because there are simply less test 
sites as the FGT programme winds down. 

The much higher percentage of the N&LS that 
have been getting trashed is probably due to the 
fact that they are physically 03 $ier to hit — being far 
smellier and less daunting than facing 50 acres of 
oil seed rape armed only with a broom handle. 

Also, there has been a growing awareness that the 
FSTs are primarily a PR stunt, and tbai trashing 
them doesn’t affect the industry that directly* 

Crops planted for research and development 
work by academics or scientists working for 
corporations are usually in even smaller plots than 
the NSLs but are often much -harder to access. 



being indoors or at least in the dose vicinity of a 
research centre, Trashing ihe research into the 
next generation of GM crops strikes an important 
j blow against 4 he Industry, but understandably, 
j these sites are more heavily protected, For 
\ example, Syngenta p s Jeal lot's Hill research station 

■ Is protected by barbed wire, Infra-red cameras and 
\ mobile patrols. However, this still didn't stop 75% 

I of their GM potato crop getting trashed in 2001. 

in Norfolk m June 2002 activists managed to 
aback another of these research centres, causing 
I thousands of pounds worth of damage at ihe John 
innes centre near Norwich, The activists destroyed 
: a small GM barley crop at this notorious pro GM 
= research centre, 

Saboteurs took another step up In blatantness 
: in July 2002* Daylight rallies at test sites which 
end In crop-trashing nave continued over the last 
year- Out In July 2002; activists upped the Stokes 
in being obvious as over 200 people from all Over 
the country descended on DEFRA {the Department 
\ of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) bearing 
] gifts of unwanted, uprooted GM crops and seeds. 

] Bags of GM oil seed rape, maize and sugar beet 
were left at DEFRA from Farm Scale trials in 
Cheshire, Shropshire, Dorset, Warwickshire. 

] Oxfordshire, Lincolnshire,. Norfolk. Worth Yorkshire* 

\ Fife and Hertfordshire- The crowd., some In fancy 
f dress and costume, pushed wheel bot rows 
! containing crops illegally removed from almost 

■ every Meld trial In the country. Five activists sard 

i (hey spent five hours uprooting the crop at Preston 
] Wynne and another five hours driving to London P An 
J organic farmer from Munlochy, Scotland who had 3 
I test site just five miles from hl& homn r which 
] ihreaiened the Integrity of his crops, expressed his 
i feeling^: "Sod off. We don't want it in Scotland". 

This has been one of the 
great advantages of the 
level of public opposition to 
GM crops in Britairi — a 
corresponding level of 
public support for 
saboUigu, And this has 
meant that the state has 
not been able to impose 
very severe sentences for 
GM crop pulling, making 
the risks of taking such 
action relatively low. This Is 
turn hos meant that a 
much wider speclrum of 
pec pi i? than you might 
expect have been willing 10 
engage In saboiege 
one of the last Midlands 
GM Farm Scale trials was 
finally finished off on May 
3„ 2003 in an action 
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claimed by the Earth Liberation front (ElF). A total 
of six audacious raids were made to the some site 
Over a period of months, The ELF stated' “We 
decided that we reeded plenty of time to remove 
as much of the crop as possible. We first entered 
the field on a frosty December nigh! and have 
since relumed five times, dfreontaminalmg a 
different pert of the field on each visit. As the crop 
grew. we changed our technique, using hoes when 
the plants wore small and scythes when they 
became waist high. We even perfected our own 
tool using pallet wood." Qn their last visit, the 
saboteurs even stayed until daybreak so that they 
could photograph the results, of their work (see 
above), 

Scot land and Wales 

Meanwhile, the Welsh and the Scots have been 
Heading the way in keeping entire countries GM» 
free. In Jufy 2002 around 150*200 people gathered 
In a public rally to keep Wales GM free. They 
attempted to decontaminate -.in Aventk fodder 
mai?e (rial crop in Flintshire-the onty GM crop in 
waios • Despite tots of cops, around 40 people 
Jumped barriers to get into the field and began 
pulling up trie crop. Sis people were arrested and a 
man filming for Undercurrents needed medical 
treatment after security guards threw h im over a 
fencer 

Scotland became successfully GM-free in May 
2003. as activists removed GM oilseed rape plants 
at Wester Friarton Farm, Mewport-on-Tay, near 
Dundee, This action followed the removal of GM 
crops at Deviot. Aberdeenshire the previous 
weekend and the abandoning of the Farm Scale 
Triril ai Munlochy, on the Black isle, following 3 
sustained campaign of direct action in 2002, 

flie Muniochy protest began when three women 
from Highlands and Islands GM Concern wont to 



visit the sue set for & Fsirm 
Scale Thai oi winter oilseed 
rape, only to discover a 
tractor with drilling 
equipment planting GM 
oilseed rape right in Iron! 
of their eyes. A small’ 
number of local people 
stopped the crop from 
being sown by blockading 
the tractor. Eventually 
about fifty protesters had 

gathered, their numbers 

matched by police who set 
up a control centre al the 
field. The protesters 
responded with an 
information caravan. For 
several days 0 presence 
was maintained at I he 
lipid, hut despite repeated waves oi obstruction 
the GM oilseed wos eventually sown. After Ibis a 
permanent camp was sei up outside the farmer's 
Field. The camp remained throughput the field trial 
causing trouble and rallying the local community 
who were very much behind them. Later in 2002 
the farmer pulled out of GM trials completely E 
In September 2002 Aberdeenshire farmer 
Shirley Harrison was awarded the "Genetically 
Modified Personality of the Month Award', being 
presented with a cake made of GM ingredients and 
a bottle of whiskey containing 2.7% methanol — an 
acceptable level of food contamination according to 
A vent Is and Shirley Harrison. As this failed to have 
any impact on her, more direct action was required, 
So on October <3th, protesters entirely destroyed a 
fmld of GM oilseed rape at her farm. They left a 
sign reading 'GM-free Grampian" in the field, end a 
note left at the she read: "Silently wo came, 
silently wo left, to itrlkflf a blow for 0 GM-froe 
Scotland. - See: www. mun lochvgmvlgjLoriLUk and 
w ww.gmf reescof and . net 



The Government Try to Distract us 

rite campaign against GM crops and food has 
been amazing. It has provided a teal example of 
how people can stand up to huge corporations Pnd 
halt the 'inevitable advance of capitalism' In its 
tracks. We have had a major impact on the 
induslry. which- Has been left reeling, but not yet 
defeated. 

Monsanto, the chief cheerleader of the biotech 
revolution and responsible for over SG% of the 
world's GM crops, has been taken over and broken 
up. with head man Bob Shapiro pushed into semi- 
retirement. Fellow biotech giants AstraZeneca and 
Novartis ore to get nd of their agricultural divisions. 
There has been a mass exodus of Europe's 
biotech companies from GM research. They have 
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cancelled minions of pounds worth of investment 
into genetically modified crops, sending the 
industry into a steep slump. The European 
Commission has admitted that nearly two thirds of 
tho EU J s biotech companies have cancelled GM 
research projects Over the past four years. "The 
increasingly sceptical climate is scaring European 
biotech companies and research centres away." 
according to Philippe Busqcin, the European 
Research Commissioner . 2 

But the major companies still see the GMO 
controversy as a *b!ip p that wall pass in 4-7 years. a 
view echoed by financial analysts. Governments 
continue to subscribe to a GM future, end give 
Monsanto & Co., their wholehearted support. 
Despite a slight decrease In GM plantings, farmers 
in the USA nave still managed to soli ail of their 
GM harvests.. Many more countries ere now 
shifting their farms over to GM crops, 

So whilst we may have helped to stall GM crops 
In Britain we should be under no illusion that we 
have stopped them, What we have done is bought 
ourselves some breathing space. But the biotech 



industry and government have also used this 
hiatus to well for public opposition to GMOv. to die 
1 down and to props re the ground lor tho ultimate 
I commercialisation of GM crops. 

$0 now we need to keep up the pressure 
: because industry and the government are 
\ preparing far the fflnsl push I □ force through GM 
food and GM crops sn the UK. Now the FSTs are 
; finishing* with the results supposed to be 

published in July 2003. The period oi the FSTs has 
given the government and corporations time to 
perfect their spin before they go ahead wrth 
commercialisation &nyway r 

As part OP the same process, the government's 
: phoney 'public debate' on GM crops Is taking place 
! to hdentdy and address any gaps and uncertainties 
In public knowledge/ Just like the FSTs. the 
: "debate' is another crude one stee-flts-ali attempt 
to alley public concerns (end soak up opposition). 
lr involves tqveral oMihi-lI public meetings around 
the country, regional public meetings, some grass 
roots events and a website. The- government gave 
the project e tiny budget and said that the whole 



Bayer Hazard 

in the ever fluid, name-changing, shape-shifting 
world of agricultural biotechnology it esn be hard 
to keep track of who owns whom and who is 
doing what. The last couple of years have seen a 
bewildering array of safes, mergers end spin-offs 
among the companies trying to force GM crops 
into the fields and down our throats. The company 
formerly known as AgrEvo iHooseht/Sehering), 

PGS and Aventss GropScienee has been a 
particularly slippery character. However, rather 
than being a deliberate ploy by evil transnationals 
to confuse the public as lo Iheir real identity* this 
cons! ant name changing ref rod a a real 
atmosphere of uncertainty withm the crop science 
industry. 

In 2002 Bayer became the Incest multinational 
GM target in Europe following their recently 
acquired status Europe’s biggest GM research 
company, Bayer were targeted for the if lako-ovi 1 : 
of Avontls CropScience. the company behind the 
majority of the UK'S GM held trials. Eighty-five 
percent of GM field trials planted In the UK dri 
2002 were owned by Bayer, 

Bayer now owns over halt of the GM crop 
varieties currenlly seeking approval for 
commercial growing m the EU- Should the de-facto 
EU moratorium On the commercial growing of GM 
crops be lifted, Bsyer will he best placed to flood 
European fields wilh GM crops. 

On January 24th 2002, as Baye* launched on 
the New York Stock Exchange* activists blockaded 
their UK Headquarters In Newbury by using a 
scaffold Piped, a human chain of people 




padlocked together and by locking themselves 
together in the revolving doors at both tho main 
entrance and the rear doors. 



Then on April 26th 20D2 B seven GM activists 
from the UK and the Netherlands mmaged to 
snook inlo Bayer's shareholder mooring in 
Germany. A wheelchair-bound aclivist miraculously 
leapt tip and stormed tho stage as others scaled 
the sides of the stage* occupied the speaking 
podium and ranted at the board In Gorman. 

Following on from these actions, on April 25. 
2003, about 15 protesters blockaded the main 
entrance of Bayer CropScience in Hauxton, near 
Cambridge* where genetically modified plants are 
developed and tested. 

To keep track of which corporation Is doing 
what, get a copy of the GM Family Free. an A2 
poster available on paper from Corporate Watch 
or on-line at their website (m contacts at end). 

Web; www.baver hazariLEom 
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process had to be finished by June 2003, 
conveniently JuSl be Fd fe the FSTs" ruSul? S wti'C due 
to by published. As il become- cmbarrasmlngFy 
obvious that the whoFe thing was about To fell 
apart, the government reluctantly increased the 
budget and extended its deadline. *1 seemed that 
the new extended public debate would have to take 
account of the respite of the FSTs, This is 
seme thing that I ho government always wanted to 
avoid just In case it threw up anything arwkward, It 
now seems they may have got Their way after all. 
as it has been revealed that the FST results are 
unlikely to be published before September and may 
be even imer. 3 The "debate 1 itself is due to wind up 
in September 2003 and its results will be 
published in Fate 20O3/eariy 2004, 

However; the government may even start 
granting applications for commercial growing before 
the end of their bogus ’public debate". It has boon 
revealed that the UK government Intends to 
proceed with its assessment of 18 GM crop 
applications awaiting a decision on 
commercialisation. They have ad milled that some 
of these may get the go ahead for use in food, 
feed or for growing before the GM public debate is 
scheduled to end., 

The FST& and the public debate efe simply 
government window dressing designed to distract 
public attention and campaigners' energy away 
from the government's real Intentions, The FSTs 
and the debate have no legal basis and the 
government has no statutory obligation to pay 
any attention to them at all. Whatever the 
results, it seems likely that they will go 
ahead wnh GM crops II they mink they 
can get away with it. 

It's up to us to make sure that 
they don't get away with it. 

The Corporations Stop up a 
Gear 

The corporations are now coolly 
pushing hard to crack the CLP 
moratorium on GMOs. Since the 
beginning of 2003, the EU has started 
receiving a flood of marketing applications 
for GMGs, which hasn't been the case since 
the moratorium star tod. it Fo-oHs like the 
GM companies, say submitting so many 
applications, are Increasing the pressure 
on the EU to lift the moratorium. The 
US recently said that they do not 
want a trade war wnh Europe over 
GM at present (especially in me 
aftermath of the recent split with 
Europe Over the war in Iraq), but by forcing 
She EU to actively enforce the moratorium, the 
GM industry is selling up the conditions for a 
trade war to happen in the future. 




The applications for cuilivatipn include all those 
GM oil seed rape and sugar beol varieties that 
have successfully compFetcd NSL trials in the UK. 
Should any of these varieties gain EU marketing 
consent, one of the final barriers to their 
commercialisation would bo removed , 

One possible reason behind this sudden 
increase in applications to the EU for approval of 
GM crops is that the only reason that the 
companies are obliged to reveal the location of the 
GM triaFs in this country is because they doni 
have EU approval. So If the EU do grant approval to 
any GM varieties, trashing the crops is going to be 
a tot more difficult. 

Over the neat year we may well be facing the 
Imminent sowing of the first commercial GM maize 
in the UK. This will open the door to many other 
GM varieties ami activists will have no Idea whore 
they're being grown. 

Green Light to Trash GIVI Crops 

Over the Fast year, the ability or GM saboteurs to 
get away soot-iree even when caught red-handed 
has continued. At worst, saboteurs are normally 
only fee log small lines One representative 
example Is the case of the protesters with the 
Colchester GM Campaign who had the case 
against them dropped in January 2003. They 
cFaimed this was because the authorities leered a 
jury would be sympathetic, Andy Abbott. 33 r from 
Colchester, ssild the dropped case showed 
that authorities had given up trying to 
prosecute GM protesters. "The 
government Is giving 3 green Fighi to 
people to trash GM crops, 1 ’ he said. 

The situation has been slightly 
different in Scotland, The Scottish 
legal system is different to mat In 
England and Wales and protesters 
halve come to expect 
convictions and heavy fines. 
There has been a string of Cases 
over the last year where activists 
have been landed with fines of up to 
£1.000, However, this han't stopped 
Scotland from being probably the mosi active 
area in Britain. 

A ruling in March 2003 saw the first 
instance of GM protesters being 
convicted of aggravated trespass as five 
protestors ware found guilty of disrupting 
planting by sitting in front of the tractor al 
Munlochy in Scotland on August 23< 2002, 

"Crop Protesters are Convicted 
of Trespass’* Aberdeen Press ^ 
Journal, March 7th 20 03.* 
fourteen protesters who 
destroyed a GM oM seed rape crop 
in a daylight action In Hilton in Dorset 
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in August 2002 were ppntidenl that their actions 
were (awful. So when the? were arrested, the/ 
handed over admitting their to 

(he police, Fchi r months later, the/ have been told 
Ih&t no charges are to be pressed- They were 
decontaminating oil seed rape which had 
accident Lilly been contaminated with an unlawful 
variety of rape seed which contained genes for 
antibiotic research, Tho govern mem admitted a 
efrwup would tec necessary, and so the seteoteurs- 
in a public-spirited wjy, came forward to do thOEf 
bit. U seems the government didn't wont to press 
the issue. To date no legal action tom been taken 
against Bayer, the company responsible. 



Finally, after nearly 6 years of moss GM 
sabotage in the UK r in April: 2003 , a court outside 

■ Scotland actually found someone guilty of trashing 

■ GM crops. Two women were fined a lolal of 

\ £1,150 for trashing GM maize as part of e mass 
] ratty in July 2001 against the last remaining GW 
j site In wales. One of the pair is refusing to pay the 
; fine and wJll probably receive a one month prison 
sentence, 

; Keep Your Eye on the Ball 

[ wit lie the government tries to baffle us all with 
: their public ‘debate' and bogus Farm Scale Trials, 
j we need to be able to hit targets that are actually 
j important to the Industry rather than gel caught up 
In all the PR llannel Intended 10 distract 
campaigners. These are the mein areas that might 
be worth target! mg in the coming months: 

Nntlennl Seed 1 1 -it lug Triple: In order for any new 

plant variety to tie so Id lorcially it hu be 

placed on the National Sect) List |fiSL|, In order to 
achieve this, the plant variety has to satisfactorily 



Pink Castle 

The most bizarre tactic adopted to stop the spread 
of GM crops has to be the use of a pink castle to 
blockade a field of GM ma^e near Litlfemoor In Dorset. 

Sometime in the early hours of April 25lh 2002, the 
pink castle arrived in the field where the mutant 
remains of aOOl'S GM mane crop could still be found. 

Those resident in the castle hoped that by occupying 
the gateway to the field they could prevent further GM 
contamination. 

On May 16ih r three weeks into the occupation, 
farmer Charles Foot arrived with seven tractors and a 
massive police presence and entered the field. Those 
in (he castle ran out to do a spot of LractOhdEving, climbing on the cab of one tractor and D-locklng 
themselves to another. Four people were arrested and the farmer eventually succeeded in planting (he 
Aventis (now Bayer) GM mal*e. 

However, within hours or the seeds being sawn, at least twenty locals wore seen diRging them from 
the ground. In the following days, people wont out every eight and removed all I ho GM suodimgs. The 
two l.lllcmoor GM skies were completely stripped bare. Several bags of this GM maize mede I heir way 
to Londlon to be ceremoniously dumped Oh the government's doorstep OS part of the DEFRA action in 
July 2002. 

A top tip to bear In mind for the future is to get your crop trashing Inspected. The pink castle crew 
asked the local vicar to be a witness to the total destruction of the crop in case the government should 
try and claim any 'scientific' results from the trial. He wrote a letter to the newspaper saying he would 
bo willing to testify to this and for the first time ever, the scientists followed their own rules and the 
remainder ol the crop was "sprayed of r with herbicide before pollination because the level of damage 

had invalidated the trial. 

The pink castle was finally taken down on June 15th and may now be occasionally spotted popping 
up in unexpected locations around the country! 

On March 6th 2003, the castle defenders came up for trial. They based their defence on the ancient 
common law of ‘necessity 1 , claiming it was lawful to stop the crop. The Judge Immediately agreed and 
all were found not guilty. This could set an interesting legal precendent! 

Web; www.sflvhi.ia/lheca5lle 
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complete two years of trials to demonstrate its 

v/iltii ? for cultivation And use, end its = 

distinctiveness. uniformity and stability. These 
trials are an essential part of the 
commerclaliBdtJDin process and have been ongoing 
during the penod of the FSTs. MSI triads for three 
different varieties or Bayer's herbicide tolerant on 
seed rape are currently underway al IQ sites In \ 
the UK. 

Corporations and Comm ere talisatlon: Commercial 
growing of GM crops is being pushed forward by 
three companies' Bayer CropSrtence, Monsanto 
and Syngenta, Bayer h mm most to gain, Two op 
their GM maijfo varieties — Ghardon Li and 
Sheridan— are first In line for commercialisation. 

They also have a large number of GM oilseed rape s 
varieties that a*e dose lo commercialisation. 
Monsanto and Syngenta share two varieties of GM 
sugar heet that are croso to commercialisation, tt 
is worth noting that none ol those companies are 
per terming wen and they are all desperate to make 
GM crops a success in the UK and Europe, 

Clwdon LL Milk and Seeds: Bayer’s Cbardon LL 
GM maize is intended to be grown for animal E 

fodder. In order for it lo be a commercial success, ! 
termers have to be able to sell their GM fed meat 
and dairy produce. Leaning on dairy companies to 
not accept milk from cows fed on GM fodder maize 
could help destroy the market for Chardon LL j 

before it starts. Working on the other end of the 
supply chain — putting pressure on seed suppliers 
and distributors to stay GM free— might also be j 
affective. 

Research and Development Trials: Beyond trials of 
GM crops that are soon lo be commercialised, a \ 
small number of RSD trials are also underway. 

These represent the next generation of GM crops. 



They are all smaN scale, at an early stage of 
development r and VERV important to the 
compa-mres conducting them. These trials are being 
conducted by: John Innes Centre in Norwich, 
looking al GM badey K Advanced Technologies 
(Cambridge), a subsidiary of British American 
Tobacco, locking at GM potatoes, and Syngenta, 
which is continuing with trials of fungal resistant 
wheat. 



Farms and Farm Machinery: Like with the 
vivisection industry, there’s only a limited number 
of people that can actually grow GM crops and it 
shouldn't be too difficult Id persuade a farmer 
growing GMGs to stop. This has already happened 
lo an extent. There are a number of lest crops that 
never get planted. This is often due to She farmer 
on whoso land iho crop is due to be planted 
withdrawing under pressure iroro activists. This is a 
kind of silent victory. In 2002-2003 one F3T was 
withdrawn and In 2001 2002 li FSTs were 
withdrawn, The farmers whose bind is usee for test 
sites ace not getting paid much for the use of thoir 
land. It shouldn’t be too diffrculE to make it worth 
their while to pult out or a tnaL There have already 
been a couple of examples oT pressure being put 
on farmers. In East Horn n ley in Sussex in 2001 e 
visit by anti GM activists resulted in a farmer 
pulling out of a GM trial because of the threat of 
direct action and more specifically me ihreal of 
visiting campaigners accidentally Spreading foot 
and mouth disease. As feported in Do or Die 
previously, there were also Iwo actions in 2000 in 
which activists sabotaged the machinery of 
farmers hosting GM lost sites. Farms Are full of 
bits of machinery lying around at night in the 
middle of nowhere. Use your imagination,*. 



Scientist* and Labprnterlea; Like farmers, there 
are also only a small number of scientists centrally 
involved in biotech. They may not hove farms but 
they do hove homos and pieces of work. 
Demonstrations outside scientists 1 homos have 
been a very successful tactic used by the animal 
liberation movement against vivisectors.* 
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Further Info 

Corporals Watch art* duo to produce an IruSepSh 
report into who is winning the genetics w sc. 
Apocalypse Later? LVho's Wtnning the SrotecM 
Bolllo? Is due out on July Slh, Got yourself a copy 
by contacting Corporate Watch or cheek their 
website. 

Notes 

It rodtMhkm Everuqg Ptvpp, OI/CM/Oa 

7\ "G M Ciupi: li^suv Q—PnMmm 1% Ffw indepeftatai Maith 
23. 5005 

3i GeiwWaicii UK Pmmm fztmjj|*e r 3 Hnh, 2003 
4|I S*«: www geifr^difoifnal.Cfl.yh 

Contacts 

Engineering Network (GEN) 

Archway Resource Centre 

In Wn turlow Road 

London NIB SNJ 

Teh 084$ 458932S 

Email: gunetlcsv'gmnpcrorg 

Web: nww.izonotScsncVvn.org.uk 

information tor action. Updated details of fflJ* site 

locations end support tot local groups. 

Tctnes Genetics Group (TQGG) 

PO Bom 77 
Totncs 



Devon TQ9 SZJ 
Tel: 01803 840098 
Email: Info^togg.org.uh 
\ Web: WWWt togg.orguk 

Information end resource s F the current heme cf 
r he Genetfx Update and the Lifecycles pedal- 

■ 

powered cinema, 

■ 

j Corporate Watch 
\ 18b Cherwell Sfnwf 
\ Oxford 0X4 1BG 
\ Tel: 01865 791391 
i Email: mall^corpOrO fi? I+<1 t(b, arg 
■ Web: wwW.tdfPQFHtSMfMflLB.r&pH 

information on corporation*, including those 
involved in GM crops. 

T 

■fa 

I Qenmwutch 

Tel: 01299 971898 

We*p; nwwgenv watchers 

A research group evaluating genetic technologies 
from the perspective of environmental protection, 
end human and animal health, 

\ GM Food News 
l Web: www.&nfoodnews.CQm 

A huge archive of news stories and Information. 





The observant among you may notice this issue 
of Oo or Ole doesn't include any reports or 
analysis of the anti-war movement. Tnc new 
book from our fellow Bnghtonians at SchNEWS 
m dedicated to the global resistance to iho war. 

Send a cheqoe/postai order for £9.70 
(Including postage 3 and payable to 'Justice?' to: 

SchNEWS 

c/0 PQ Box 2800 

Brighten 8N2 OEF 

Tel: 01273 885913 

Email: schftomw^Pil^dh.FO dk 

Web: m $w^rhnt>ws.org..iik 



We also recommend that you lake a look at the 
forthcoming analysis of the anli-wsr movement 
in the new ALrftieben P due out In Autumn 2003. 
For details of how to drd^r this contact them at: 

Aofhehen 

c/o BHUWG 

4 GrdBtwey Parade 

Brighten flWl 7BL 

Email: tfufhobcnBB riyahooxo* uk 
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Beating the Bipeds 



*Mafo Jann s have a special way of urinating, 
using a power fu I „ horizontal jet aimed backwards at 
some landmark in their territory so that their 
personal seen! Is deposited DO It,., the [London 
Zoo! Lion House keepers told mo the! one of ihe 
male lions had developed a particularly devastating 
refinement. , + of his urinating technique. When he 
discovered that (he spray created by his joi of 
liquid hitting one of the cage oars could reach his 
adoring public*, crowded to watch him from the 
other side* he introduced a special multi-squirt Id 
help pass the boredom of the zoo day. As the front 
rows of the crowd leapt back screaming after his 
first dousing of them, others quickly took their 
place to see what was happening. They then took 
the full brunt of his second squirt, which he had 
saved up for them, so (hat they, too, retreated 
yelling and cursing. On a good day. he might even 
catch a third wave, by carefully siaggeriiyg his 
ejection Of pungent liquid, li was just about the 
only assault device left to the lord of ihe Jungle, in 
his sadly reduced circumstances, and he made full 
ub-j of ft / — 'Animal Days, Desmond Morris 
(Jonathan Cape, 1979), p.HS 

[ - Perhaps before offering to help plug the hole In 

I the Hamilton finances, the 10th Earl of Portsmouth 
I Should hcjve spent a little time contemplating the 
l fate of one of his ancestors* The third earl died 
I after a riding nccidoni while fox hunting in Devon 
i on a Sunday, As ms body was being lowered into 
the grave, the fox ho had not managed to catch 
* was seen a Few 1 yards away, sitting and 

■ toughing/— Letter to The Guardian, 2 7/12/99 

| 'Hunt saboteur Sid Thomas has described now 
I he was injured by a fox he was trying to save 
during a protest at a Devon hunt... He sard; 'I 
noticed ihe fox was in the middle of the pack of 
hounds, (jumped over a fence and chased the 
bounds away and managed to grab the fox. It bit 
me and almost took the end of my thumb off. I 
suppose mere is a touch of irony about It." 

■ Eventually he had to let go el the fox... He added; 

*1 had cuts to my face and bruising. But the fox 
migm have survived/— Torbay M£zdtef£*prc^5. 

f a/2/oi 



“The National Institute of Agricultural 
l Biotechnology at Brickley In Somerset has be*n 
■ quietly testing a GM maize crop celled Sheridan, if 
eventually passed and placed on the national seed 
i list, Sheridan would be fed to cattle, Bui has 
I anyone asked the cows? Somerset's lines! are not 
waiting for a referendum. The institute has had to 
write to the Ministry of Agriculture explaining that 
certain cattle got into the held end, er, trampled 
I down the crop rendering the test useless. So did 
the protesting cow$ like their new grub? No 
question about that. The institute reported that 
! none of the maize was eaten/ — The Guardian, 

\ 15/11/00 

\ # Police at Tavistock Devon, were locked out of 

[ their station after a swarm of bees blocked their 
\ front door/— The Observer, 23/5/00 

r A new device aimed to help gay peopte identify 
each other discreetly has had a strange effect on 
\ animals. The Gaydar, a small electronic gadget 
: which transmits a signal to other users and 
vibrates In the wearer's pocket, was tested out by 
an engineer in a park in iReigate. But* instead of 
attracting men, he found himself being pursued by 
j an amorous badger and getting divebombed by 
squirrels / — Bumre magazine No, 24, So plumber 
= 1999 

p Qn hearing great commotion in the garden, I 
looked out to see a crow lying, mere, on the grass, 
\ with three in the apple tree making all the racket 
: and two on the ground, pushing at their stricken 
\ comrade. I thought at first they were attacking ft... 

| but soon realised they were putting their beaks 
: under the sick one, trying to lift it back onto Its 
e tool. The bird, though, was dead, so they soon 
| gave up. flew up to another tree and Joined In the 
l chorus. Within seconds, more crows flew in, then 
: more and more, all perching on branches in a ring 
} around the dead bird, all staring down at it and 
: cawing loudly. ! counted 23 birds — almost four 
times as many as t had ever seen in our garden at 
[ one time. They kept up the cawing for over a 
minute, then, a few at e time, flow away. " — Letter 
to Counfzy LMng. May 1999 
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“The Day a Bay nuclear power plant is facmg 
whet rri ay be Its biggest safety threat yet — the 
notorious chewing ability of termites. After 
chomping down bones of banknotes in an unnamed 
Shenzhen bank, while anls were on the rampage 
through the power plant Sale, according to a study 
cited by the Hone Kong China Nows Agency. The 
study, by the Shenzhen White Ant Prevention and 
Control Centre, also found that termites had 
invaded the Shenzhen reserve if —a -major source of 
drinking water for Hong Kong.-. Last year, an 
electronics factory in Shenzhen had been forced to 
close for a weak after white ants ate parts of the 
power cables: and in January, a local hotel was 
blacked out for half a day after the five munching- 
machines wreaked similar havoc. '-“South China 
Morning Posl< 10/11/94 

"Pot parrots are ploying havoc with Tv sets^by 
control ling them with "silent" spu&wfcs, The birds 
mimic ultra-sonic beeps made by remote control 
handsets, which ihey ce,n hour but humans can't, 
The "sounds" turn TVs on and off, and change 
channels, And owners arc fooled Into thinking their 
sot s are on I ho blink... David WjIcox or the world 
Parrot Trust at Hate. Cornwall, Mid; "Parrots ate 
afote to imitate high-pitched sounds inaudible to 
people, I know one that Imitates a dog whistte that 
ho human could heafs- The dog rushes up yapping 
to find il's been conned by a parrot."- — Dai'jy Mfffi>r r 
30/9/9 i 

*Any animal called Joey the Thug musi be one 
to be ireated cautiously, and this Australian boxing 
kangaroo was no exception. He escaped from his 
enclosure at the Adelaide Zoo in November 193B 
and kept keepers and the zoo authorities at bay for 
a long while. One brave policeman managed to 
ember Joey she Thug, but as ho approached p 
Ynouihing soft words of reassurance * Joey cocked 



his heed to one side rind delivered the fiercest 
uppercut imaginable. The policeman was knocked 
out cold and Joey was still free."— True Animal 
l Tates by Rolf Harris, Mark, Leigh and Mike Leprna 
j | Century, 1996), p.34 

* Stockholm, Sweden: A newspaper gave live 
1 Slock analysis <Mid * chimpariiee the equivalent of 
$1250 each to make as much money as they 
■ could on the stack market. The chimp won. After 
one month, the chimpanzee, Ola, saw the value of 
his stocks rise £190. the newspaper Expressed 
] reported yesterday,,. While the slock experts 
carefully considered their portfolios, Ola made his 
choice by throwing darts art lists of companies on 
the Stockholm stock exchange.' — New Post. 
j B/ 9/93 

"Motorists who have just fecoverod from the 
recent grcen% plague COufd now bo facing a new 
hazard— weasels intent on making a meal of car 
tyros, Swarms of the small, sharp toothed rodents 
hrivn been gnashing away at car tyres and cutting 
electric cables in Switzerland, and some scientists 
bell eve Chat the problem may crop up in- Britain. 
Sex, say the scientists, may be at I ho root of It all: 
"It is possible that one of the smells from hot 
: rubber is llk^ tho small you get from the female in 
the mating condition— at least, to a weasel,” said - 
: Dr. Donald jeffenes r mammals specialist of the 
\ Nature Conservancy Council, in Huntingdon 
i yesterday,.,. Dr. Jefferies pointed out that 
; surprising things have often turned* out to be true. 

: * Nothing is impossible these days where animals 
are concerned," he said," — -Trie Guardian, 1/8/7® 

Wth thanks (and deep regrets) to the Duchess. 
Also, to the miserable sods el the British 
Newspaper Library. * 
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Mo V/ e |v> e !T) ^ as Monoculture? 

Outreaching the Clique 

The aim of this piece is to share some thoughts and experiences of what ft felt like 
to first come into contact with people involved in Earth First! In one city, through to 
becoming more directly involved In a local activist group in another city. While It's 
very much a personal account of the journey of a white. middlo-class t university- 
educated Female — from feeling like a conformist outsider’ to believing In our 
collective power to achieve radical social change — I also know it's not a unique 
experience. 



it retetm to many discussions over the past 
few years within the Earth First F network to /jif dress 
questions about the exclusivity of the movement, 
and how we function us groups so as to include 
how people. This is simply one more perspective 
wUhm these conversations. lt"s not meant to be a 
personal’ attack against particular individuals, or n 
worshipping of others, and it is meant to l>e a seif- 
reflective piece to eel as a reminder to myseJT not 
to faci into exactly she same traps that l + m 
questioning, new that I've joined the cbquer 
One of my overriding memories of first meeting 
Earth FirslSers was my inability to understand 
about a third of what was being said. In the midst 
of mostly fascinating conveiselicns. i kept 
stumbling across a whole Tange of completely new 
and alien words, acronyms or names cf places: tat, 
CAT, yurt, pefmacultore, bender, action, lock-on,, 
prgs, RTS. PGA, nicked, Whatley, Fairmile, 

Twyford... the list could go on. 1 quite quickly 
started to feel stupid after stopping and asking 
people to explain what they meant a few times. It 
wss like being a foreigner that had slopped I mo a 
mange land. 

This reminded mo of how l fell when I met 
evangelical Christians or ocher fervent, secHike 
groups at university, where a core of people, 
generally close friends,. believe passionately in the 
same vafues. spoak a common language, look very 
Sumter and on the surface seem to have lithe 
coni act with people from different, diverse worlds 
and experiences. Where I expressed ideas or views 
that were based on a lack of Information rather 
than a lack of concern. I found they were often met 
with a combination of disbelief and disgust,, and 
with arguments along quite simplistic and black- 



mu Iti-nationa l company is inherently an evil 
bastard). It loll to me like a stifling atmosphere 
whh an unhealthy consensus, and a lack oi debate 
and openness n to where olher people are 
coming from and why, 

At the same time, it wm a genuine inspiration 
for mo to come across people with so much 
energy, commitment, rage and do sire to challenge 
: and confront the system which is causing so much 
social and ecologrcal devastation. It was Incredible 
to realise that such a small number of people in 
their twenties with apparently so Tew resources, 
l had such a wide range of skills and experience and 
could achieve so much. They wore simultaneously 
researching the issues behind specific campaigns. 

: writing and printing leaflets, getting people 
■ Involved, using practical blockading tactics, building 
tree-houses and walkways, dealing with the press, 
knowing their legal rights being arrested and 
prepared to go to prison for their beliefs. These 
were people who weren't waiting for or expecting 
anybody else to do things for them, but getting on 
and doing It for themselves. 

I was also fascinated and amazed by some of 
the daily Ufa choices that went along with political 
Lie t ion which were obviously pari of a long-term 
vision of society. Those included living communally, 
eating locully grown organic food, not buying new 
consumer items, rejecting car use h taking collective 
decisions with no apparent leaders, forming strong 
supportive friendships, trying to live ecologically in 
an urban context— there was even an indoor 
; compos! toilet! All quite bizarre to me at the 
lime.,. 

However, I think that the combination of feeling 
: judged, lacking in self ‘Confidence and navmg hardly 
any free time meant that I made very few steps 
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Eowards getting involved in any sort of direct 
action. There is an irony in the fact that a g*oup ol 
very strong, empowered individuals actually made 
me feel daunted, inadequate, and unsure of what 
skills l had to offer or how to get involved. I think 
this is compounded os a woman coming into what 
Is Still a sexist environment. What seemed to be 
valued were actions taken mostly by men, often 
with very large egos— * activities like tree climbing* 
building things, staying in tunnels for long periods, 
Or just being loud, funny and cynical; and not 
listening, to quieter people* especially women. 

3 also felt that taking direct action and being 
willing to break the law w£5 a major barn or for me 
to overcome, coming from a privileged background. 

\ was shit scared of getting arrested , of not 
knowing what my nghts ware or how I would 
respond to the nonce, who up until that point had 
been the upholders of justice and protectors of 
freedom. I never heard anybody oppressing fears 
or difficulties that they had overcome themselves. 
More Ehan a few times people started to mention 
something about a (not- so) covert action and then 
realised that 1 wasn’t involved and hadn't yet been 
accepted as trustworthy, so 6 he subject was rapidly 
changed and hushed over. This sense of being 
around a small cell of underground revolutionaries 
only added to the feeling of being an outsider with 
a few more hoops to jump through before proving 
myself worthy of joining the Clique T 

When I finished my course, I knew that 1 wanted 
to get more Involved In campaigning and direct 
action, l very quickly decided to move cities (in a 
typically mobile* rootless kind of way) and a 
significant reason for this was my quite different 
experience of another active group, A friend who 
was Involved at the time made a clear effort to 
introduce me to people and to help me feel 

included* 

Qlhers also made a genuine of fori to include 
mo in the group's activities. As a recently formed 
'forum' for diverse campaigns and issues* there 
was an enthusiasm and a commitment to make 
space for people to develop now skills, os well as 
a commitment to shore those skins people already 
had — for example, through practical workshop 
days- i felt there was a healthy awareness of the 
danger of informal hierarchies developing, and of 
people falling into particular roles (such as 
regularly facilitating meetings) which skill sharing 
and rotation heEped to weroome. 

J\w lack of overbearing egos and dominating 
personalities. even though some had over ten 
years of direct action experience, was incredibly 
refreshing. So was the honesty of both established 
members and newcomers within the group about 
their own fears — of arrest, or of violent 
confrontation, for example — which wo talked about 
in smell groups* and acted out in role-play 



situations. The two years that I was involved In the 
group enabled me to si and up for myself with 
others against what I believe is wrong, to say NON 
j to overcome my fears and feel powerful, i began to 
| recognise our collective strength and to realise that 

■ we don't need leaders or politicians to do things 
for us. 

As fve become more Involved In the Earth First l 
j network. I've tried not to forget those first 
i impressions. 3 feel they still raise some key 
challenges and I've heard quite a lot of other 
j people (from many different backgrounds) express 
\ similar reelings And it's very easy for me to be a 
complete hypocrite? Only last week* I was talking lo 
a woman I had (usl met about my involvement in a 
campaign against biopiracy. I was about to carry on 
when she slopped me, looking totally confused and 
asking, “What the hell is blopiracy?'’ 

There are a few questions that i try to bear In 
\ mind (with very variable amounts of success I }; Am 
i slipping into jargon that excludes everyone but 
lluose "in I he know 1 ? Am l making other people feel 
judged and disapproved of for having different 
politics and lifestyles to my own -almost 
guaranteed to put potential activists off? As l 
become more confident and experienced, am I 
j becoming dominant or arrogant and preventing 
other people's Skills from developing and being 
valued? 

i It is important that we keep on asking 
ourselves.: what do we value as a movement? It 
j goes without saying, but it's not only people who 
: are willing to be arrested that are committed and 
j caring. For instance, do we value the work of 
h ranging up children* of providing them with a loving 
community and supporting their parents, 0 s well as 
trying to create a belter future for them 10 live In? i 
think that one way ol being less exclusive is to 
reflect more deeply on what It is that prevents 
more people from getting involved, and to try to 
sot up ways to get round this* 

Finally, when hi comes to gatherings and 
meetings, 1 feel that It's esseniiah to try to keep 
i some kind of boundary between whal Is purely 
social interaction and what is meant to be the 
j political discussion. When a Tew people from the 
group l was involved in came along to a Winter 
] Moot (their first lime al any Earth First! event)* they 
I fell as though they had walked into roomful of 
j mates who dldn'l have much time or inclination to 
j meet anybody new or genuinely include them in the 
] process. 

\ One of the great strength s of the E ar in First! 
j movement is that— like any healthy organism— it is 
constantly changing, adapting and evolving. 
However, we still need to be aware of the mutation 
which can entrench us as a clique of 1S-35. 
overwhelmingly white and educated, similarly- 

■ dressed friends who (used to) hpve funny hair.* 
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■They proudly take credit for striking In the night, often torching homes, schools 
and workplaces. Even now, m the notion struggles back from the vicious attacks 
on the World Trade Centre and the Pentagon, they continue to boast of their 
assaults, recruit others to join them and offer training in how to use arson and 
elude the authorities. They call themselves the Earth Liberation Front and they take 
credit for over 30 acts of terrorism over the last six years, inflicting millions of 
dollars in damage/'— Tom Randall, Director of US National Centre for Public Policy. 



From its somewhat murky roots In early '90$ 
Britain, (he Earth Liberation Front (ElFj has leapt 
across chc All antic and, in the last few years, has 
become an ecological force to be reckoned with. 
Pre-SepSember ilth, I he FSI even went so far as to 
name rl as ihe number one domesEic terrorist 
Ehreat. The ELF is an international, underground 
network of people that use direct action, in (he 
form of economic sabotage, to try and stop the 
exploitation and destruction of the natural world. 

The people and small groups that comprise the 
1 network Identify the capitalist system as Ihe root 
cause of ecological destruction. 

The North American elf has no control 

I authority, no membership, no public meeting* and 
no mailing lists. Apart irom an obvious shared 
radical ecological political perspective, \i% main 
principles are three guidelines, and anybody who 
lakes actions using these guidelines could 
potentially claim them for the ELF. People from all 
walks of life are taking action as ELF activists , and 
this loose structure has created a network that is 
effective end very hard for state and industry 
forces to Infiltrate and destroy. 

The first attack that was claimed by the ELF in 
North America was in 1996. Shortly after that an 
action against the US Government Bureau of Land 
Management offices resulted in their offices being 
totally destroyed by lire. From then onwards the list 
oi ecologically destructive companies and 
institutions, chosen as targets by the ELF has 
| expanded. 



One of the most significant actions taken by the 
; ELF happened on lEth October 1998 in Vail, 
Colorado. Vail is a ski resort and was scheduled to 
! expand and destroy 8B5 acres of wilderness that 
\ was prime lynx habitat. The attack by a cell of the 
= ELF caused between $12-24 million worth of 
| dam^gei the single most expensive act of 
\ ecological sabotage in US history. Nobody has yet 
\ been caught for this attack. 

Although housing developments and forest 
\ destruction have also been targeted, it is genetic 
research establishments that have really faced the 
loll fury of l he anonymous cel If, wiEh many doing 
tot. illy destroyed by carefully planted Incendiary 

device*. 

| The ELF In North America has moved on from 
just being an activist campaigning group to become 
I an underground ecological resistance movement. 
iLs growing, and its message is a simple one; 
we’re fighting a war for the survival of our earth, so 
I let's hit the capitalists who are destroying it with 
everything we can muster, too compromise in 
defence of the earth l 

\ The North American Earth Liberation Front Press 
\ Office (IMA ELF PO> is a legal, above ground news 
| service dedicated to exposing the political and 
= social motives behind the covert direct actions of 
ihe underground Earth liberation Front. The NA ELF 
I PG receives, anonymous communiques from the 
•ELF and distributes Ihe message to the media and 
public. Look aft: www.ear Ihli be rationf rent .com or 
contact them at: elfpress^naslst.ca 
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Fired Action 






Here 1 b a very selective list of some of 
the actions that have been taken and 
claimed by the ELF in North America 
over the last 6 years* for a more 
comprehensive list look at the updated 
listings on the ELF website mentioned 
at the end of the article. 

1996 

July 3 In Middleton, Wisconsin 

The slogan ’Independence Day for Fur Farm 
Prisoners' was painted at the United Vaccines 
laboratory during a daylight raid jointly claimed by 
the Earth Liberation Front and the Ammo! 
Liberation Front. Moles In the fence wore also cut 
and 310 ferrets and mink were released. 
Equipment and windows were also destroyed* 

October 14 In Eugene. Oregon 

Two McDonald's stores are spray painted and 
have their Jocks glued. 



Fairy 1 PoOtKcpI 




pt?n Diims, lack focxri. corrals and chutes on tho 
facility were all burnt to uu? ground while the 488 
wild horses End 51 burros held captive were let 
free. The tore caused over $450,000 in structural 
\ damage 



October 28 in Detroit, Oregon 

A u$ Forest Service pickup vehicle is torched on 
the parking lot of the Detroit Ranger District 
headquarters. The building is Spray painted with 
'Earth Liberation Front' and anti-logging slogans. 

An incendiary device f&NS to go off and is later 
found on the roof. 



{ 1998 

) June 21 Olympia, Washington 

in the early morning a joint cell of the AlF anti 
ELF destroy two US Department of Agriculture 
Animal Damage Control Buildings, An estimated 
$1.5 million in research was lost and; $400,000 in 
structural damages was caused. 



1997 

March 14 Ln the Mackenzie River watershed. 

Oregon l 

A joint ALF and ELF tree spiking cock place at a j 
timber harvest site in the Mackenzie River 
watershed in the Willamette National Forest, 

November 29 In Burns. Oregon 

The Bureau of Lend M&nagemenl (BLM) Wild 
Horse Corral was si fuck by tire. The office, horse 

ELF Guidelines 

Any direct action taken to hell ecological 
destruction whilst keeping to (he following 
guidelines could, if claimed as such* be 
considered an ELF action* 

1) To inflict maximum economic damage on 
those profiting from the destruction and 
exploitation of the natural environment, 

2) To reveal and educate the public about the 
airocides committed again si the earth and 
all species that populate it- 

3J To take all notary precautions against 
harming any animal^human and nonhunnan. 




October IB In Viill, Colorado 

Huge damages were caused to Vail Associates 
who were planning to develop a huge wilderness 
area into a ski resort. The largest act of eoo- 
aabotage in US history, it ealapuKed the ELF Into 
the public eye in North America. 

December 26 in Medford, Oregon 

US Forest industries suffered damages 
estimated at STOO.QOO from a fire (bet gutted their 
offices. The target served as the corporate 
headquarters for four togging mills, 

1999 

December 25 in Monmouth,. Oregon 

Fire destroys the main office of the Boise 
Cascade logging company cqstrng over $1 million, 
ELF claim responsibility in a communiquO- 

De camber 31 at Michigan State University, 
Michigan 

Offices doused with gasoline and set alight. The 
ELF said the fire was set In response to ihe work 
being done to force developing nations Jn Asia, 
Latin America and Africa to switch bom natural 
crop plants to genetically engineered sweet 
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potatoes Com, bananas and pineapples™ 

Monsanto and U5AIP wore major fundee nf this 
research and promotional work being done through 
Michigan State University- According to local 
newspapers, the fire caused some £900,000 In 
damage, 

2000 

January 23 in Bloomington, Indiana 

Fire destroyed a building site at Ihe Sledmg 
Woods development with esn mated damage of 
£200,000. The ELF targeted the house because 
the sprawling development it i$ part of is in the 
Lake Monroe watershed that's being jeopardised 
by building developments™ 

April 30 In Bloomington, Indiana 

At toast si* pieces of togging and heavy 
construction equipment were sabotaged, and o 
trailer full of wood chips was set ablaze at a road 
construction site Just outside ihe city. Damages 
were estimated at over $75,000. 

September 9 In Bloomington. Indiana 

Fire erupts at the headquarters of the Monroe 
County Republican Party Committee headquarters. 
Investigators say a flammable liquid was poured on 
the building and igniied.. The fire was a reminder, 
according to the ELF communique, that it would not 
sit quietly as politicians pushed for plans to extend 
an ecologically destructive highway, 

December 9 on Long Island h New York 

fire erupts in a condominium under 
construction* The ELF claims responsibility, saying 
the homes were "future dens of the wealthy elite. * 
The group, announcing "an unbounded war on 
urban sprawl/ claims it checked lor occupants — 
human andl animal— in 16 buildings before setting 
incendiaries, 

2001 

January 1 in Otondnle. Oregon 

The ELF claimed responsibility for burning down 
ihe Superior Lumber Company offices. This caused 
at toast $400,000 in damage. The communique 
stated that, "This year we hope to see an 
escalation in tactics against capitalism and 
industry/' 

January 23 in Louisville, Kentucky 

The ELF takes action to counter urban sprawl. 
Five windows were broken, and L8 vandalised in 
the first wave of attacks aga-nst corporate 
development, 

March S In Huntington, New York 

Corporate shops whose owners have 
involvement In the door-cutting of forests m the 
Pacific Northwest had their windows smashed. The 



communique warns that actions will continue until 
; ihe corporations stop their economic support for 
forest destruction. 

November 27 In Boulder. Colorado 

The ELF use arson to destroy e $2.5 million 
| mention belonging to corporate developers. The 
l target was razed to the ground, leaving only the 
cement foundations recognisable. 

■ 

! 2002 

: September 3 in Irvine, Pennsylvania 

The ELF clanns responsibility for an arson attack 
on tne US Forest Service Northeast Research 
Station, The laboratory was set ablaze during Ihe 
early morning hour*, causing Over £700,000 
damage and destroying 70 years worth of 
research, 

1 2003 

January 2 in Erie, Pennsylvania 

The ELF destroys several offroad vehicles at a 
car dealership. 

April lO In Santa Cruz , California 

The ELF spray- paint anti -war messages on about 
60 vehicles and trucks™ 

I /une 4 In Chico, California and Washington, 
Michigan 

Two separate arson attacks against urban 
\ sprawl target luxury homes under development. 
These are the third and fourth attacks against 
urban sprawl undertaken by the ELF in 2003™* 

Factories and laboratories don't 
burn down by themselves. 
Learn to burn! 
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This article Is about Colombia, but it Is also about the logic of capitalism— applied 
In a specific part of the world. In order to maintain access to energy resources that 
keep the scandalous luxury of the global minority, the already impoverished 
majority Is being driven to misery and violent death. Those who speak out against 
this Injustice are threatened, kidnapped, tortured, massacred. The energy 
resources I am talking about are hydroelectricity and, more notably, alt. 




Back In Colombia, to build dams* oil wells and 
pipeline** ihc legitimate inhabitants ore either 
displaced or killed In order to dear ihe land before 
the machinery moves iff* The paramilitaries kill 
them; poisonous fumigation, supposedly lor the 
coca crop, displaces them. The money and 
resources come from a * Northern Brother'-“lhe 
US— via the army and the governmenl. This 
process is called Plan Colombia" $1.3 billion in US 
‘ami -drug' a*d, sending 7G Slack Hawk helicopters 
to skim the tree line and fumigate i I licit coca crops 
with clouds of chemicals. 

Colombians are not about victlmisni— they pul 
on a brave (ace with a huge smile. Colombia enjoys 
.ir f-rttremely ch^'-'iui und colourful culKm-; visitors 
from Europe always gut the shock of the vision ol 
poverty first, then how extremely whole-hearted, 
lively, optimistic and generous they are — like only 
poor people can be. Which does not moan they live 
in limbo. They know what is happening and know 
they can't believe the hype, flohorl, a journalist 
turned human rights activist, told me (hat these 
who have a TV watch the nows just as they watch 
iho telenovel as', soap operas about impossible 
life stories that invarrabiy come to a neat 
conclusion In the last episode. 



unionists, indigenous leaders* who had been 
gunned down or kidnapped, that we would need 
another book to enumerate them; "Most of Ihe 
best union leaders, journalists and human rights 
workers have been killed or are in the mountains. 
All high profile human rights tampers are now dead. 
When they attempt to use the political system so 
analyse this they are exterminated." The 
amazing— yet natural — Ihing is, it doesn’t Slter Ihe 
strength of She struggle. 

A History of Struggle 

it is always necessary to look back to- the past 
to understand what Is 
happening in the 
present. In 1903* 

Colombia lost 
Panama over the 
ratification of the 
lease to the USA of 
ihe Canal Zone, Then 
ns the demand for 
manpower Increased 
in The cities* 
migrations Uom the 
rural areas began in 



Members of J*n elite cuimter-tnsvFgunGy unit of ffoe Columbian armed 
forces 




They also do something about the situation m 
their country.. Juan Carlos, or Juaneho. is a peasant 
from the Caribbean coast who saw seven members 
of Ms family being killed by a death squad raid on 
Ms village. He now campaigns in the city* and 
sometimes comes to Europe, He told me of so 
many human rights activists and lawyers. 



the 1940s. Social conflicts also sprang up in this 
decade, over land redistribution and labour reform 
During this period* the liberal Jorge Ellecer GailSn 
consolidated the pot Weal party ufJIR rUnibn 
izQUierda Revol uoonaria' 1 “-Union of the 
Revolutionary Loft), representing ihe popular 
masses. The party was welcomed across the 
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country, The conflict escalated with the murder of 
GaitAn in 1948. 

The first guerrilla groups appeared and there 
was a period known as 'La Vlolencia' (The 
Violence} which lasted until the early '50s. during 
which about 300,000 people died as popular 
movements were repressed. In the 1950s there 
was the first attempt to carry out an agrarian land 
reform, but many peasants were massacred and 
the process had to stop. The colonial structure 
was soil in place, with a few landowners controlling 
most of the arable land. Another attempt at 
agrarian reform in the 1960s was also stopped, as 
many peasants and indigenous leaders were killed. 
In this decade, ihousands of families left their 
lands and villages and organised themselves in the 
mountains. Many of them took up arms. 

in 1964 a Commumsi Party-inspired peasant co- 
operative. calling itself the Independent Republic 
of MarquGtaiin% suffered o military attack 
supported by the US. Survivors of the attack 
proclaimed the "Programa Ag/ahe da las Guerrillas' 
(Guerrilla groups* agrarian programme)- and in 
1966 founded the FARO [Tuerzas Armadas 
Revoiudonarias de Colombia'). The ELN ['Ejcrcito 
<le Lrbe radon NacionaF), Colombia's second 
largest guerrilla army, was also rounded around 
this time. 

Peasants and Paramilitaries 

With a programme deeply in consonance with 
the peasantry's long standing demands, especially 
m regions where the peasant and indrgenous 
leaders were killed, the guerrillas filled that 
political space. As a response, the paramilitary 
groups were created, and the government legalised 



The linJc^ndr nl Republic* of Colombia 
during (be 19$ pi and wly 
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them in 196B as a form to light the guerrillas, and 
gave them the backing o( the army. 

In 1984 the first peace negotiations between 
the government and various guerrilla groups took 
place, resulting in a bilateral ceasefire and the 
demobilisation of most groups esrnpt FARC and 
ELM Although attacks against guerrilla members 
proliferated and some guerrilla groups abandoned 
the ceasefire, the reaction of others was to create 
a political parly to bring about change by 
’democratic' means, unibn Patridtica tU^I was- the 
union of political parties, grassroots lofty 
movements and guerrilla members mat returned to 
civil life after |he ceasefire. It participated in the 
elections of I986 r getting the best results for a 
lefty party until then. 

During this process, and until 1990, more than 
5.000 members wore killed, including ihe two 
presidential candidates. Subsequent investigations 
revealed the existence of strong links between the 
perpetrators and members of military Intelligence. 
The guerrillas who had remained in arms had 
supported UP— its treatment deepened thorr 
feeling that government promises of a normal 
civilian life in exchange for disarming worn lies, 
They also doubted the government's abifify to 
satisfy their political demands- 

Paramilitaries were declared Illegal in 1989. 
Little was done to disband them, though. Human 
rights groups have documented widespread post 
1989 collaboration between Colombia's armed 
force & and the paramilitary groups. To mention but 
one. the Human Rights Watch report ‘The Ties that 
Bind' states that specific brigades of the military 
do collaborate with paramilitaries who are 
committing atrocities against civilians. For Robert 

the difficulty Is not in 
proving links between 
the army and (.be 
paramiNtarim. bui to 
differentiate between 
them: "They have the 
same arm*, same 
uniform, some radio 
wave, same food 
rations, even the 
same commanders 
some times, and most 
operations are joint. It 
could be said that the 
paramilitaries are just 
one part of the army." 
It would be difficult to 
prove this and stay 
alive; however he was 
In contact with army 
troops and this is 
what he was told: J if 
you work for the army r 
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on* day you gel told: L You nave 5 days &fri ace you 
pack then'. But beloro you go off, you arc required 
te pul on a mask and pul yourself under the 
command of parami I Italics/ 

Bloody Petto leum 

Nowadays, approximately 62% of Colombians 
Fjve in poverty* of which 10 million f25%) live an 
absolute poverty. 21% are unemployed, while ihe 
1.5% who are landowners control ©0% of the useful 
land area. The legal products It exports are oil. 
coffee, coal, bananas and Itowcrs. Coca is a m^jor 
export lOOr As for oil, Ihe United States imports 
more of hi from Columbia and Its neighbours 
Venezuela and Ecuador than from all the Persian 
Gulf countnes eompined™and that Is with less 
than half of the suspected 'oil territory' having 
been explored. This, however, Js on ils way to 
being amended ; In June 2001 the largest oil 
discovery since the 1900s was announced. And 
International consortia < otherwise known as 
transnational corporations | plan to exploit ihe vilai 
pH needed in the North for survival. 

The ELM in particular targets Colombia's oil 
Sflclor, which it regards as dominated by foreign 
Interests, Bombings of pipelines and energy 
infrastructure (such as power lines) are frequent. 
Usually oil exploration will mean ihe displacement 
cl the populalion that is settled in the land, that 
sometimes even owns it, Most times the 
displacement lakes place well before the 
machinery moves In, so the laces of massacres 
and oil exploration don't get linked in the 
•mainstream media". 

However some insiances^hke the one in which 
British Petroleum (BP} was involved — do reach the 
'mainstream media\ It happened in 1996* with 
BP a Cusiana-Oownaa pipeline in the region e) 
Zaragoza. Through different subsidiaries, BP own* 
two different pipe lines that cross ihe region, in 
northern Antioquia The two pipeline*, pass through 
ifrrms end hove caused significant environmental 
Primage — stripped trees- moved earth, and other 
pipe works— with serious orosion. avalanches, 
diversions of streams and ihe destruction of 150 
sources of water. While some of the reparation 
works were In progress, animals got poisoned and 
fruit trees and other crops were lost. In some 
cases. Ibis forced peasants off their lands. But 
300 peasants who stayed have since claimed 
compensation 1 . This 'inconvenience' te the 
company could have been avoided by previously 
displacing Ihe farmers. Mot to say that BP ever 
fanned to do so here, although there have been, 
in the past, links between "Beyond Petroleum and 
paramilitaries, well documented, p-roven and 
admitted. 

In 1992* a report by ihe Inter- American 
Commission on Human Rights linked Former army 



commander General Hern An Guzmftn Rodriguez to 
a paramilitary group responsible For 149 murders 
\ from 1987 to 1990 2 , It turned out that he had 
been hired to provide security for BP. In 1995 the 
Colombian President's human rights adviser, 
Attorney-General and Ombudsman made specific 
allegations that "BP passed photographs end 
\ videos of Jocaf proteslers to trie army, which 
= human rights groups say led to killings. 

! disappearances, torture and bearings" 3 , BP has 
admitted paying a ‘war tax’ For Army protection to 
stop left-wing guerrillas kidnapping senior staff and 
attacking OH installations. They “also made 
additional voluntary contributions to Colombian 
ml Nier y spending which it claimed were to provide 
soldiers wish good food and accommodation/ 4 

| Guerrilla Groups 

1 asked juancho about those allegations of 
guerrillas kidnapping staff and attacking 
installations; “The second biggest oil drilling site In 
Colombia*" soys Juancho, “is Carton Umon: it gets 
blown up every day by the guerrillas, Last year in 
February they just couldn't drill at all/ Robert 
explained the 'taxing process'; "After Plan 
Colombia was announced. FARC has produced a 
law. Ley 002' , which states 'every company or 
individual in Colombia, either Colombian or 
foreigner, who has assets of more than one million 
dollars, must pay taxes to FARC's, So in Colombia,. 

I if you are rich you must pay taxes to FARC- if you 
don't, you are kidnapped and taken to a FARC jail 
j in the mountains. If it is a company not paying, the 
premises get blown up — always without people 
| inside. It is usually cheaper to pay/ 

Can this not be considered a human rights 
I abuse? “In the UK. whether you are rich or poor. 

: you must pay taxes to the stale. If you don't, you 
are taken la jail end your assets get auctioned, it 
seems tne same process to me. In my vhjw, It is a 
worse abuse to have tho re sources and hold them 
whom thefo Is so- much need in the country, or next 
door to ihe rich. There is this particular town under 
FARC control* where the head offices of big 
companies need to send one representative once a 
year and pay. Then they are left alone for that year. 
So you will see an expensive jeep in this town with 
! no roads, and a man in a Suit. with all these 
peasants In poor clothe* looking at hlm r as he 
| looks around lost with this thick case handcuffed 
to his wrist. ' 

\ tt was to tight this hind of guerrilla activity that 
paramilitary groups were created. However, it 
seams to be doing the contrary. Juancho has been 
! in the FARC'S ’demilitarised zone’ and he knows 
■ why much of the population supports the 
\ guerrillas: *FAFtC control about one half of 
j Colombia. This is tm possible 10 maintain without 
civil support, it would be Impossible for them to 



Uoor 1C/141 




indigenous protest in Coiyama, Tollma 
tiepartnienl. The banner reads m Stop the Killing 
of Indigenous Peopte s'. 
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even survive. lei alone to hold power in the region, 
without that support. About three quartern of the 
members of guerriire groups come from poor 
families. with no education. About ono quarior 
come from universities:; students, reformist j 

activists. professors, Samuel Trinidad was 
professor of economics, he is now a FARC 
commander, [van Marquez, left-wing politician. ] 

member of Congress, is now 3 member of the j 

central commend of FARC- And many more. Lots ol 
commanders, about 30 or 40 r were union readers 
and Communist Party activists before. Student j 
readers are now in the various guerrilla groups. 1 " [ 
Another reason for this support Is the fact that In \ 
some areas, every family has on acquaintance in j 
(he guerrillas, When a town gets displaced, or \ 

when a human rights lawyer suffers too many 
assassination attempts, there are nol many other 
options but to go to the guerrillas. " 

In 1999,. the ELN demanded a "clearance zone' = 
be established, similar (o that graniedi to the FAftC, - 
Here, (hey intended to negotiate their peace [ 

agenda through a several-month 'convemion^ with 
Colombia's civlJ society and popular groups. Since \ 
early 2000, the government and ELN agreed in 
principle to establish a temporary zone in two 
municipalities In southern Bolivar department. The 
zone has yet (o be established., however, due to : 
the active and et times violent resistance of = 

paramilitary groups who control much ol the area \ 
to be demilitarised'. 



Death Squads and Drug War 

Pfl ram ihi arms are widely considered to tie l 

responsible for about E0% of human rights abuses 
in Colombia, But when it comes to the numbers of ; 
those murdered, only a very poor estimate is = 

possible More often than not, after a massacre, 
body parts appear separated from each other, \ 

making it difficult — If not impossible — to identify or \ 
even count the victims, It is also difficult to l 

determine If those parts were cut off before or 



after killing the victim, Therefore ft 1* almost 
impossible to determine the numbers of those 
"just’ killed, (hose tortured and those tortured 
before killing- Torture is not unusual as a way of 
killing civilians, especially when they are union 
mem-tic rs or politically active members of peasant 
and indigenous communities- Those surviving 
these massacres have only the option to leave a 
deserted village, where they sew their families 
being slaughtered — they either emigrate to a big 
city, to add to the unemployed masses, or they 
disappear in the ntounlains, where they will- join 
the guerrillas. 

If paramilitary massacres are an %fflcleru" way 
of displacing population to clear the land, 
fumigation by aerial spraying is another one. The 
excuse is to eradicate cocaine production, bul 
there is so much evidence that whet fumigation 
does is to move (he coca crops further into the 
forest (thus forcing peasants to destroy it m order 
to survive). According to Ju anchor H Fumigation ftst 
been going on for many years, it began intensively 
in 2000. bul only whore guerrillas @re strong, 

Prewar Cordoba 1$ a region strong with coca, and 
there are lots of laboralonos dedicated la coca 
processing there, but it is controlled by death 
squads so it has never been targeted. The 
paramilitaries are funded by that drugs money. 

They produce the crOp r I bey process and traffic at. 
The area has been never targeted by Plan 
Colombia. * 

In case Juaneho fails to convince us. here are 
the words of Stan Goff, a former US Special: Forces 
Intelligence sergeant, quoted in October try Bogota 
daily the Espectadpr- According to him, Plan 
Colombia's purpose is 'defending the operations 
of Occidental British Petroleum and Texas 
Petroleum and securing control of future Colombian 
fields. The main interest of the United Slates is 
oil." Goff retired in 1996 from the unit that trains 
the Colombian anti-narcotics battalions; "Wo never 
mentioned the words coca or narto-tralfieker in our 
training. The objective of our operation* was not 
the Colombians but I he Americans who pay taxes 
for the investment miado In Colombia, The objective 
continues to bo oil* Look where American forces 
are — Iraq, the Caspian Sea, Colombia— places 
where we expect to find petroleum reserves Plan 
Colombia also means now intelligence bases: 
"Nobody knows about the mteliigence component. 
For now, | he biggest CIA station in the world J& in 
Bogota." 

One 'defence' for fumigation spraying is that 
coca funds the guerrillas; *FARC la;* the drug 
business. They don't tax peasants who grow it- 
They target one level up — people who buy the 
leaves end process It. They also target big 
factories of. say, socks, restaurant chains, banks, 
millionaires, and multinational companies. They 
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call them drug guerrillas, but they could call Ehem 
cat guerrillas, or bear guerrillas, they la* drug 
business as they tax any other business, their 
activity is just tanallon/ 

Two hinds of weapons are used in the 
lumigaiicnL biological and chemical. The biological 
weapon is a genetically modified fungus, Fusarium 
Oxysporum' or EMfl; the chemical weapon is 
gliphosaie. produced by Monsanto and called 
Round Up. some times Round Up Ultra. Ihe fungus 
up or ns are dispersed from planes over ihe coca 
plantations. In the soil, the fungus reproduces and 
kills the coca, surviving in the soil foe up lo 5 years 
after destroying the coca. Which means that 
nothing else will grow during that time, And 
because Ihe fungal herbicide does not distinguish 
between coca and other Crops like bananas and 
neither do the planes, spraying them born 
hundreds of meters up— alternative crops will bo 
destroyed too, and with them the ef (orts of years 
of sustamable coca eradication programmes. 

Having lost their food crops os well as coca- 
peasants cut down more jungle to replant 5 . 

The ecological implications of this war strategy 
are unpredictable, as current science is not in a 
position to predict the effects of fungi or bacteria 
in alien ecosystems 6 - So far, what has been 
researched and documented is the phenomenon or 
epidemics. Fumigation often affects sources of 
water too: when the wafer gets poisoned it poisons 
crops, animals and humans, and Illnesses no-one 
has seen before proliferate. 

Death or Total Change 

The results of these different hinds of what 
Juancho calls "war against the people', are that 
“each year, some 3Q0,DG0 new refugees are 
driven from their homes, with a death toll oi about 
3,000 and many horrible massacres/ ,r Official 
statistics reveal that in ihe year 2000. 480 villages 
were affected by displacement. The Defensorlo del 
Pueblo (Ombudsman) admitted that 1 28,843 had 
been displaced in 2000, while other sources 
counted 317-375 (CEDHLL Ecuador}, According to 
Ihe World Bank Development ttepor! In that year 
fifteen thousand fled the country. As juancho puls 
if. there is a real situation of civil war In Colombia - 
*Gne union leader/ worker is kiiiedi every day. in the 
corned of this war, about 72 are killed e day\ 

As in othoi zones in a situation of conflict, there 
is also a peace process going on; 'The government 
is only using the peace process to wait for She aid 
from the USA to arrive, it will fake about 2 or 3 
years for Plan Colombia to be fully implemented. 
The money has already been planned, but it takes 
lime to build the promised helicopters^ to train the 
militaries- to set up intelligence systems , with 
those huge computer dn( abases, and train people 
to use menu That takes time lo be implemented. 
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The government is using this time to got FARC less 
militaristic, to do this it is promising the reforms 
FARC are seeking, and have them weakened when 
the USA aid is ready. " 

The reforms FARC are after are those of the 
unions and peasants; Fend reform, social change, 
"But the government, and the oligarchy, of which 
the family of Pastrana [the Colombian President! is 
an important part, won't give anything they are 
promising. AN those documents, all those rhetoric 
words, what lies behind is the govemmenl saying 
‘let's sit and talk peace", the guerrillas sitting and 
saying ‘We want land reforms, human rights, a half 
to massacres, economic resources fur all, etc.' 
Then the government repltes 'We won ‘I fiivo them\ 
then (be guerrillas got up and leave. There is no 
peace process anywhere, there Is only an oligarchy 
winning time." 

At the lime of wiping these lines Ehc peace 
process Is not only stopped, but the demilitarised 
zone where FARC rules has been bombed — which 
of course has been ignored by our media, i had to 
ask whaE the situation is after September 11th] 

*Qn the 12th of September the head of the army 
appeared on TV and said thst FARC were terrorists. 
Union leaders, and human rights activists are just 
said to be terrorists and pul in Jail. Sometimes 
they get killed, sometimes they don't. They are 
never charged {there is no evidence that they are 
terrorists) and they aw never taken to court. It is 
Just the last tactic lo criminal is# opposition. They 
lust call them terrorists; before, they were drug 
traffickers, the name JuSl changed in one day/ 

If looks like ed! i vi fits are globally considered 
terrorists now, Robert puts it this way; 'Any 
peaceful attempt lo change things levels to its 
promoters getting killed. But things are changmg. 
That's why they kSH tfoem, (hare Is a real possibility 
of change and that is why. it is a war between (he 
people, especially poor people, and the status 
quo.' Juancho puts it this way: “The people are 
very strong, they have the power. Either ell the left 
is killed or take power. Either they all die or It will 
change/ They both think that ^Colombia has the 
greatest chance to change the system, than any 
other country, at this moment in history/* 
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It seems alt toe easy sometimes for 
radicals In the west to become 
uncritical cheerleaders of nationat 
liberation movements In the 'Third 
World*. Sometimes in solidarity circles, 
critical discussion is sidestepped by the 
mantra *lt is not for us to tell people In 
other countries how to lead their 
struggles'. And then it is assumed that 
whichever is the biggest organisation— 
be It the PLO, the ANC, the Viet Cong 
or the FARC — is the only authentic 
'voice of the people 1 . 

this hind of solidary ooiy encourages 

no thDfitMrian organisations to b# even mere 
repressive towards other groups soaking change, 
or internal dissent. 

In the case of Colombia there is cfear evidence 
of the FARC’s repression of other left-wing groups. 
Some of it comes from (he bourgeois media. 0Ul 
net all- For example, the second largest guerrilla 
group the Elim (AJationaJ Liberation Army) have 
denounced killings of their militants by the FARC in 
the east of the province of Antioquia on their 
website. 1 And s smaller group, l he EPl ^People's 
Liberation Army) denounced massacres of their 
militants through the December 2000 issue of 
RewoSucidn. the newspaper of their political wing. 
Then there is the small matter of !he 1 costate ral 
damage' caused in all of (he opcrnlions of these 
groups, which has been fully exploited by local 
media to worsen yet further their credibility among 
ordinary people. 

But all this is not simply a result of regrettable 




Members of M 19. mo April 19 McwrmnL 
ftmxfingCMBf mar weapons fn March 1990 
after mo group's formal surrender. 



of the 1 pares' P the war itself has become 
increasingly barbaric. Disillusionment and cynicism, 
rather than revolutionary hopes, are the dominant 
feeimg among new generations after decades of 

warfare. But local echoes of the wider anti* 

. . 

capitalist movement can counter this effect, as 
recent, carnival type protests in Bogota to coincide 
with anti-ALCA (the Amedeos Free Trade 
Agreement) and WTO actions have shown, 3 As 
elsewhere, there is a sense 0-f the need to go 
beyond authoritarian, militarist solutions of the old 
left, without: necessarily falling Into pacifism or 
reformism. 4 * 

Notes 

l) 5 m: wvrtv-ciH ^tra.ctriT 

^1 Scht Adctiu Sol aim. ViMi *ii inr&rttN d« lo^ |mh »&' > Jouwh.. to 
IhG cervix (H 'pntl Swmtnm nuigiiiwMp. March 55 ?003 
3,i re:- a rtp « r *£« 

Whhv. y;,»'>- ii?!i i:am/r.:ii.i Jiin* :kir jfc.iifHik?ri!iBnfagr j-i 
4 ? A hObt vttiw IfOIFl CMHl Of 1 h*i UtllMlM CPn fr* foHJmJ m 

'Civil Win hh Colombia 1 , C^ftniro N t> SB Alia. bfftihWl 1*192 
3000 articlf* fry llw ino* dcflrtip Aim xvp m 

lSri|L-|.V wt\rv pubJiiltod in the Spannh 

mqgjuinti Gffl^lKlMling .i wi ry full r^po'E on Ihr March I'V'XH 



but unavoidable error s\ Rather H flows Rom the 
politics of organisations stooped in (he Leninist 
tradition and tho separation of "the (armed) 
vanguard' and the ’masses". This is a tradition 
which has been amply cri tiqued by its liber lari an 
end communist counterpart, end indeed by many 
Colombians, who see the armed groups as basing 
their whole strategy around organisational self- 
preservation. And self-preservation is a key issue. 
The feat story of the last few years is the ability of 
the right-wing paramilitaries to recruit urban youth: 
even gang members who once participated in the 
guerrillas ' previous dMempt£ to set up an urban 
front. 2 It is they who now control urban 
neighbourhoods and villages, with the guerrillas 
pushed out into more rural areas. With the growth 
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Coordinadorn LSbertarla Banderas Negras /the CO- 
ordfnatbtg body of marc hist and similar groups in 
I Colombia 4 who organised the April 2002 
libertarian Days in Bogota}* 
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We reject the escalation In the war caused toy the breakdown of talks between the 
government and the FARC, Likewise we reject the official version according to 
which this breakdown was "caused 1 toy the kidnapping of a senator, because there 
is evidence that it was planned well in advance: Plan Colombia required this 
escalation in order to see through its business, in the shape of the arms deal made 
between the Colombian state and the North American capitalists. 



we consider that l he best response is a radical 
opposition to the wan which recognises that the 
war will not de -escalate without concessions on the 
part of die itate. This opposition Includes a 
generalised ervii resistance: not only against 
guerrilla attacks 1 but also based on actions such 
as: Direct aciion/deseriion from iho different 
armies: non-payment campaigns ago Ins! the war 
being wagcjd l>y the state and (he bourgeoisie on 
the population, for example refus ing to pay the 
public utiimes bills.;? strikes, including a political 
strike for peace* 

We reject the way in which politicians and 
mayors— such as Bogota mayor Antonios 
( Mockus — support "civil resistance' when at the 

same time they support policies which harm the 

I people. We also reject the biased stance of the 
media „ in particular Colombian TV, who use 
terrorist acts to spread disinformation and fear 
among the population, and as a way to improve 
their ratings. We support a social revolution which 
does not have lo wait nil 'after the war, and which 
is m nde by everyone, not just an armed vanguard. 
Historically it has been shown that an 
authoritarian, hierarchical opposition only creates a 
new elite of oppressors* in which exploitation 
continues despite knages to the contrary. We think 
opposition to the war should focus on its causes: 
the derente at any cost ol the profits made by the 
Colombian slate and national and foreign capital 
from the exploitation of die majority of Colombians, 
Those who benefit include arms dealers, drug 
traffickers, politicians, the media, large properly 
owners and financiers, and all those on whichever 
side who profit from the war and the suffering of 
the people-* 

— Signed by various anarchist and sympathetic 
collectives in Bogota and Medellin, issued March 
2002, after the breakdown of peace talks. 
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U'wa Victory I 

Since November of 1999 the U r w& Indians 
have engaged In moss peaceful protest against 
oil exploration on their traditional lands in 
Colombia by the los Angeies-besed Occidental 
Petroleum, They have blockaded; exploration 
work and mobilised to protect I heir land and 
way of life, despite government violence that 
has killed: three and injured dozens. Early in 
2000, nearly 3,000 local fanners, union 
[ members, and students joined the u wa in 
\ nonviolent blockades and protests near the 
Gibraltar l well Site. The military responded 
violently, and in February a confrontation 
between peaceful protesters end the military 
resulted in the deaths of three indigenous 
children. On June 24 2000 , approximately 400 
Colombian ami-riot police and soldiers entured 
indigenous territory in the department of Norte 
do Santander, attacking two hundred peaceful 
U L wa popple who were blockading a road near 
(ho town of Cobora, The police and soldier s 
removed the Ll"wo from the blockade through 
iho use of tear gas and physical blows. The 
next day, some sixty soldiers end police again 
physically attacked a group of tiTwa peacefully 
assembled in Gubars, U wa spohespeopre 
reported that at least twenty-eight people were 
j injured, some requmng medical attention- and 
that up to- seventy people had been detained. 
Sul in May 2002 what has been a hellish 
struggle for the U"wa resulted in a major 
vJeiory: Occidental announced that they would 
no longer drill for oil cm their Fand — having 
already spent $16 billion on exploration work! 
Unfortunately Spanish company Repsol—whO 
are involved in the devastating OCP pipeline 
through the Ecuadorian Amazon — are waiting to 
pick up where Occidental lofi off. 
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Flan Calamblft’s Navr C&nal: 

’ E*pir* af Death' far the River Peaple 




Finn Colombia is not a plan to eradicate narcotrafflic at all, but to Impose new 
projects run by American companies (ell. dams, motorways, quarrying) and to 
eradicate the political opposition from guerrillas and from native resistance. 



One of these programs is (ha ultra-profitable 
now inter-oceanic Canal: the estimate Is that li will 
make somewhere between SI. 3 and Si. 3 bill ion 
per year. It will (ink ihe Atlantic and the Pacific, 
through North Colombia, 

At present, the Panama Csnai is the only way to 
cross between these oceans without going all the 
way round South America. The Americana 
controlled the Panama Canal Zone, and managed 
to gat several extensions on banding it back to the 
Panamanian government be Tore iinaiiy returning it 
in 1999. Despite the control that they have over 
ihe government and via Iho multinationals that 
operate in (he Zone, this is still far too big a loss 
for American foreign poPicy. Also, the Canal was 
built in 1914 and is quite outdated, as it IS not big 
enough for the ship traffic currently using It, The 
proposal to link both oceans through Colombia is 
an Idea that has boon around for a long time, like 



similar projects m Mexico and Nicaragua I Sec 
article on Plan Puebla Panama In (his issue.]. It is 
based on the linking of the rivers close to the 
Panama islhmuss the Atrate (Chocd and Antfcoquia} 

i and the TruendA, 

- 

The AtrfltA river crosses the area with the 
highest pibviosity [rainfall]; in Colombia and one of 
j the richest In biodiversity, pretty simitar to the 
: Amazon rainforest, in this area there are no cities, 
j but— due to geographical 1 characteristics — just 
3 Isolated communities of mainly African Colombians 
] (90%) and Natives (5%j. The main Native groups 
are the Efftbera* Cholo and Wounan, as well as the 
| Kuna [sea the Interview with a Kuna activist In mis 
■ issue I. Noanama and Kalla. The good state of this 
habitat is due to the respect these communities 
have for it. The Black communities are 
descendants of slaves and in some cases they 
even keep African traditions. This heritage has 
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reinforced a sense of identity through the centuries 
as well as links with nature end I he land which ate 
pretty similar to those of the Native comm unities. 
As I hey say in a communique, the current situation 
is 'era attempt against biodiversity and natural end 
J super natural " 1 resources of this area which IS so 
vital for the planer. The remaining 5 % of the 
area's population is made up of while and mixed 
race people, who also live in extreme poverty and 
are victims of paramilitary terrorism. 

The canal project is one of the hidden agendas 
of Plan Colombia. It requires a massive area Of 
land in order to enlarge the nver end make It 
navigable. Alt this means a huge environmental 
impact hut mainly a huge human impact, as those 
peoples inhabiting the riversides have to leave the 
Eiroa. But as well as I he canal, the project includes 
other new Infrastructure (motorways from Medellin 
to Pereira and frem Urahfi io Maracaibo- and a 
train route belweon Medellin and Buenaventura) 
which will force even more people out. And it will 
be subject to yet more desl ruction as the dhoed is 
very rich in ol ! and has already been used by the 
American army as a source of oil for 5 heir bases, 
(From Colombia has increased the contracts 
for oil exploration and exploitation with BP-Amooo. 
Chcvron-Texaoo, Shell. Exxon. Canadian Oxy. 
Talisman and Alberta Energy). Also exotic woodi 
logging has gotten out of control m the Lower 
Abaio and in the lust ion years there has been a 
real shortage. Then the logging companies homed 
in on the Middle Airatd* where the forest has been 
preserved after being declared a natural reserve. 
The companies pressurised the government Id 
allow them (o get in, but the Afro-Colombian and 
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Native communities stood up to defend the forest 
from the multinationals. As if this weren’t enough. 

4 the ChocO is also rich in minerals: gord, platinum, 
l silver, bauxite (aluminium ore), manganese, 
r radioactive cobalt, zinc, chrome* nickel and copper. 

: This Is why the US has given Colombia $7 

[ bilhonl To clear the way for this mega-project so 
they can plunder its resources. American aircraft 
\ as well as NATO forces based on the Dutch islands 
of Curacao and Aruba have been bombing this area 
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The Stack Communities Process 

m tn Colombia, 'peace' is procleifn&d whfle 
the mulllrwtfonsts fry 10 silence my der hands 

for )v$Uce wrth ftties. But tbe subversive rifles 
ag&inst fhe developing mega-projects haven't 
Stopped * — Brack Communities Process activist 
"About 25*30 % of me Colombian population 
Is Black. Most live in elllea but many 
communities are spread around the Pacific end 
Caribbean coast. The Slack communities 
perceive themselves m the outcome of 
centuries of struggle for freedom. Struggles 
against slavery, againsi colonialism and now 
economic giobaflsatum, They hove developed 
forms of Itvmg which have little or nothing to do 
with capital ism and that ire in harmony with 
their environment, one of l he places on Earth 
with the highest biodiversity. They struggle to 
defend their right to live, their constitutional 
right Id autonomy, identity and space to live. 

Since the protests in Prague against the 
IMF/WB summit, the contact between PCN 
(Black Communities Process) and European 
grassroots groups has been developing; rapidly, 
The first exchange* have resulted in: 
i) A cal! by PCN for support In building 

communication structures and skill cap- icily 
lo improve communication within the 
communities and Internationally, 

21 A proposal to consider the planning of 9 
large international presence in security 
if ones in the Black communities, which are 
precisely in the way of the planned 
megaprojects . 

3) A cell to European and North American 
grassroots realities to build up autonomous 
collective alternatives as a response to the 
economical* political and cultural power of 
capitalism. AttefnallVK which articulate 
along horizontal and participatory forms, 
which practically implement the right to be 
different, support self management capacity 
and develop structures independently from 
State structures. " 

From PUm Colombia, FTAA and Block 
Communities In the Pwcess of Global Stnii^gle 
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to evict their ifihabiiiints. To these terrorist Forces 
we Piove to odd the psrarnJlltarl4fl.» who ore closely 
linked to the Colombian mllKary, which lends- and 
arms them, tt is dear that these Funds end arms 
come from the Ren Colombia money that tho 
Colombian government receives (torn the USA. The 
training and support provided by US Marines to 
paramilitaries in their terrorist activities is also 
Known _ The Atratb was very strategic for the 
Spaniards as it was the only way to the gold 
mines. They bunt forts (one of which l$ now a 
paramilitary base — Vigie det FuerleV the Fort of 
the Watcher^ and oven banned sailing on it. 
Paramilitaries. have their bases in the lower Abate 
River,. which is the main way to geE to the cities on 
the coast and they control the access, deigning, 
intimidating and disappearing people. 

in Colombia the massacres nave already 
exceeded 42S deaths per yearl And this is clearly 
aimed against the resistance: 4.000 activists killed 
and 3.000 trade union feeders in 14 years. In 
1999 halt of I ho trade unionists killed worldwide 
were Colombian, and one peasant union has 
counted 1,700 of its leaders hilled in the lest 
decade! Between 1995 and 1999 more than one 
million people were dispiaoedr and this increases 
every yean from January to September 1999 
225.000 people had to llee their homes! 

This IS something which is not. new for 
Colombia — during the phase that is known in 
Colombian history as r l_a Vloleneia’ (1945-5®).. 2 
million peasants were displaced and 200.000 
kiiied. As the economist Htetor Mondragbn staled, 
this is *a development model by blood and fire"^- 
or whai inhabitants of the AtratO call an "empire ol 
death", 

En the Middle A! raid,, despite the brutal 
repression against peasants and small 
landowners, people are still highly organised.. The 
Integral C*mpeslno Association has 5,000 
members, while the High Council of ihis area 
represents 40,000 members. They defend proudly 
'the independence and autonomy that lor more 
than 15 years we have enjoyed as a result of our 
struggle (or the territory, our communities' 
development, the preservation of the natural 
resources and the rescue of our WentHy"* 

These people's resistance Is focused on their 
culture in apposition to capitalism, and the 
recognition of their autonomy and land rights, 

These rights were even recognised in the 
Colombian Constitution {Land Reform) in the 
1990s, and many communities have got the official 
ownership of their land. Through this resistance, 
these communities identify with the anti neo 
liberalism and the anti-globalisation struggle that is 
taking place around the globe. For their survival, 
they have requested that international activists go 
to their communities as observers™ In the same 



way that the Zapatista communities in Mexico- hove 
been supported. A 

i Thanks to Colombian economist HActor 
Mondragdn r ww 5 jira f j $ web.ccmZ.ci ciocnsis J for 
providing such goon Information. HAclor's life has 
been threatened ropcatcdfy by the paramilitaries 
I because of his journalistic activity. He iives 
j clandestinely in indigenous and farmers 
communities, 

■ 

[ Note 

1 1 Br Ihl* mc>jii'i I Im: '.p^nl uni pcwtifl' Ihfcr b*llM 

inniHi-T Ifieir land. 

Contacts 

PGN (Black Communities Process): 

Colombia,' co fornbin, him 

EmtaH: pcnkotombtQ ffhotmnfi com 

Pence Brigades International (Sen a observer* 

to Colombia, although not curfuntly to the 

■ Black communities): 

FBI Colombia Office. 1A Waterloo Rond r 

London N19 SAFA England 

E-mail: pbtcolt? w&tM9gtLA &£± Afiff 

\ Web: w, peacehrigados.org 

Colombia Solidarity Campaign, PO Box 5446. 

\ London N17 SHZ, England 

\ E-mail: Colombia tt&(}QtnfalLC9fTJ 

■ 

•J 

: 

■ 

Terrorism against the Native 
population 

At Christmas 2000 in JuradO. paramilitaries 
entered an Embera Indigenous community close 
to the Pacific coast. They shot dead Am undo 
Achito wi th 4 bul lets, Thuy pi so took tho radio 
equipment, which is essential for 
communication, with them. Armnndo was an 
indigenous loader c md for yqars had been 
organising resistance around the recognition of 
Ihe fight to 1 1 vo and the self-determination of 
the community.. This community just so happens 

j to bo edacity where the inter-oceanic canal Is 
planned* The message is clear anyone 
organising resistance will be threatened with 
tho same punishment; leave before the next 
one gels killed, Sometimes an entire village is 
threatened, A few days before , 6.000 people 
mostly from nearby Black communities In the 
north of Cauca, were forced to flee, The number 
of displaced and fleeing people is estimated at 
: around. 2 million, half of them from the Black 

communities. There were 3.000 victims of 
murder like Armando Achito in 2001. 
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Life's a Beach 




Th e Ao+or>oiv>ooy 
ArcM#»etaj7o of Kuna Ya{a 



This intetview was conducted with a 
representative of the Kuna people at 
the Third People s Global Action (PGA) 
conference In Cochabamba,, Bolivia. 

Who are the Kuna? 

I We are indigenous peopEa living on ihe 
Panaman^-Coicmblen border, A minimal 
percentage live m Colombia; ihe greater 
percentage live In Panama, about 70.000 Jn total, 

I We have a territory— not lend- bui territory, 
radically demarcated, and administered by us, by 
the Kuna., To explain, we obtained it m 1925. with 
a snuggle, Our people struggled to obtain the 
lemtory. and now we have it. There are 
V approximately 360 islands, more or less 50 are 
I Inhabited by us. The rest are empty, though some 
are used for swimming by the people who own 
I |hem,. Some ore shared among tho families. Our 
* Islands are near (he Panama Canrjf and Ihe border, 
and are officially tilled the Archipelago de San 
Bias, but wo changed me name to ihe Kuna \We 
Itjfntgry. No foreigner, nobody who isn't o Kuna, 

I can own any of the isFands. 

Ihfr fight which took pilane |n 1925, who was it 

■gainst? 

ft was againsi the Colonial Ponce of that era. The 
m Colonial Police said that Ft was necessary to 
twificiise the 'savage Indians',, Sit orally, jus! Mike 
tnai. So they started lo send out ihe military 
terras and Ebe Catholic Church From then on, afler 



they began to repress the Kuna people by trying to 

■ make them wear foreign clothes and forgel their 
customs and their language* our grendfsthers were 

: incited lo rebel* and rose up in arms against the 

] Colonial Police of that time. 

■ 

* 

I What is your system of government, and how 
does that relate to the atato government? 

This is interesting. There is ihe leader the Seiia 
Dammed* He has the maximum authority, Of ihe 
50 islands that are inhabited by Ihe Kuna, each 
has its own authority, ns Sana, and each one 
carries cue its role, has its internal rules and 
regulatiQflAri and is autonomous and independent 
of the other islands. The populations of the islands 
range from 100 up to 5,000- inhabitants. Every six 
months there Is a meeting of all these 
: commy miles in the Kuna General Congress-. Hero, 
hill types of indigenous Kune people come together. 
People who have different ideologies and modes of 
I organisation. As Fong as IhEy are Kuna, they have 
lo meeEr There's no dislinciion, no discrimination. 
They discuss and debate the national problems of 
: the Kune+ and ihe leader of all of them Is the Satia 
Oammad. That is not to say that the Sella 

m 

Darnmad- has to intervene in the problems of each 
; island: each one IS autonomous. The Congress 
decides what position l| has to adopt before ihe 
\ Panamanian government and regarding the 
transnational companies. 

■ 

Do all the people from aFl the Islands come to 
these meetings? 
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A coiomsl anti an Indian opening the rainfores t for (hv Pan-American Highway. 



of pressure* There are a 
lot of attempts lo buy 
off the consciences of 
our leaders, There's a 
lot of that — so this 
presents a ihrcaL We 
need to strengthen the 
autonomy that we 
already have. 

The system you fiavd 
oxplaiincd to US — Eft It 0 
traditional system, or 
one you have developed 
more recently? 

I would say that we 
have boon evolving, In 
response to our reality, 
and introducing some 
things which are 
necessary In ihe long 
term. S don't think il is 
much like it wes betere. 



No, each island has to send four delegates, El 
doesn't matter whether it is a small island or a 
large one- -they all have the some rights. Anyone 
can come who wj^bes to observe or participate or 
speak. Such as young people, or smaller 
organisations or groups. They cannot make 
decisions, bui they can contribute. 

If the Panamanian government wants to carry 
out any kind of project within the region, it has id 
consult the Congress, it hgs to be subordinate to 
the Congress, which has to make the decision — It 
has the last word. There have been some 
instances— once a Canadian mining company 
signed an agreement with the Panamanian 
government. The contract said I hat the raiding 
company could implore and exploit in all 
Panamanian territory, including on indigenous lend. 
The company, knowing that ft had permission from 
the Panamanian state, arrived In our territory to 
carry out i heir explorations and the Congress sold. 
"Even though you have a paper signed by the 
government, we cannot authorise this: you do not 
have the right lo exploit out territory/ So the 
company did not taffy Out its project. The same 
thing happened over four years ago when the 
government wanted to mat all a naval base in our 
territory, using the pretext that drug traffickers 
were there, ©ul the Kuna people said ri No, we 
don't want the naval base", so it wasn't allowed to 
he built. 

Two years ago the congress negotiated with a 
trensnarlonai company, without the intervention of 
the government. It was understood that The 
government had lo accept the autonomy of our 
peopte. But ihts is being threatened- There as a lol 



What arc some of the problems of Or danger* to 
this system that nre currently faced by the Kuan? 

We are lighting for me approval ol Law 169— this 
is the instrument we will be able to use In the 
Western Irihunols, For example, In this law, it is 
! posited that the owners of materials which are 
found underground are the indigenous people. But 
| the government says that it belongs to ihe 
Panamanian sc ate. so that they have the right to 
j negotiate with any company that comes here and 
| say that they can exploit (L We say, “No, what is 
underground belongs to the indigenous people and 
we can decide whai happens to it,* To say it in 
fewer words: selkleterminauon for our people. 

Another major problem has to do with Plan 
Colombia — as we are on the border with Colombia 
we are Erectly al fooled t>y It, For centuries and 
centuries wo have bean co existing with our 
brothers — peasants, black people, we have not 
fought with them. Today, It is no longer possible So 
l live peacefully. One cannot go into She country, one 
cannot do what before one would do on a daily 
basis. 

j The border between Panama end Colombia is 
: very rich In biodiversity. E believe that after the 
: Amazon, the area along the border where the Kuna 
\ live is where the transnational companies most 
! want to exploit. The danger is that H they am going 
| to exploit this land, the ones who are going to be 
; affected will be us, 

j Furthermore, there is the Pan-American Highway 
j which begins in Alaska and supposedly ends in 
Tierra del Fuego, but in Panama and Colombia ihis 
: highway doesn't exist. IE is ndl linished, and now 
\ they want to finish it If they do. many transnational 
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companies are going to enter this area^ and it will 
be much easier for the companies to destroy the 
l find and the trees. 

What are the resources in which the transnational 
companies are interested 7 Is there oil? 

ThC-re IS not oil, specifically. There is oil in the 
Colombian part of the area, but not In our part. 
There is however, as is well known by the 
indigenous people. llpra and fauna — this 
biodiversity is now the business of the large 
pharmaceutical companies: this is what they want 
to exploit. Wot only that, but as they're now saying 
that the Panama Canal no longer has any use. they 
want to build another canal along the Panamanian- 
Colombian border. This is a huge problem. 

As the US recently had to return the canal to 
P 4 ii mw an l an control, do you think that the reason 
for ttidlr Intervention in Colombln is to create 3 
now area of military control? 

wo are clear that the US loft the Panama Canal 
because there was an agreement. We understand 
that at any moment they want., they could 
intervene, and re-occupy the land that they 
abandoned, with many excuses. One excuse is that 
if the Panama Canal 1=5 threatened, they can 
intervene for the sake of its security. And now, 
looking at the current international situation, there 
Is a possibility that that could happen. 

How and why hns Plan Colombia increased 
tensions among the people? 

Firstly, answering for the Kuna specdically, we used 
to be awe to go to Colombia without a passport. 
Gut brothers are there, and we could cross (he 
border, and they ware able to do the same. 

Second, the commercial relations wo have had 
were with the Colombians, especially with the 
people of Cartagena. New thm they have begun to 
■ 1 m>N • 1 nofft Plan Colombia, there Is more military 
here than before. The area la militarised, one 
cannot go to visit one's family, ana the commercial 
boats cannot enter our territory. Therefore we 
cannot buy rice, we cannot buy sugar, we cannot 
soil our products to them,. And as our block 
brothers and the indigenous population in 
Colombia are repressed, they a/e fleeing 10 our 
communities t We have lived peacefully on the 
border for years and years, even since the guerrilla 
groups were in the area and we have not had any 
conflict with them. It is not our problem: the 
problem Is theirs. But now, it is no longer the 
same. The guerrillas are now a throat to the Kuna 
because the paramilitaries think w© help the 
guerrilla fighters. And also the guerrillas think that 
we are helping the paramilitaries. For these 
reasons there is much tension. Before, these 
tensions didn’t exist* 



How are the Kuna responding to the militarisation 
of the area? 

Firstly, the Congress has put out (wo statements 
condemning the military presence and Flan 
\ Colombia, Now. how are we dealing with it? 

I Sometimes, because of our reality, we have to 
= adopt positions or make decisions which are 
= inconvenient lo us, but which are necessary For 
\ example, we are trying to educate our young and 
our grandparents £0 that they understand the 
} effects of Plan Colombia, and we are suggesting 
j that we have (o go out into the country and work 
i harder than before, because we no longer have the 

■ products that the Colombian boats would sell to 
us. Also, we are planning Internationa) campaigns 

| against Plan Colombia, and making an(l-Plan 
Colombia tours, because we know very well that 
through this campaign we can achieve a lot of 
support and solidarity, and make people realise 
and understand the effects ol Plan Colombia. 

Those are the actions we are currently taking, in 
the future, there may bo others. And this will 
depend on the changes in our reality. I don't think 
anyone wants violence, because we want to live in 
peace, we want to bo peaceful as we hove boon 
before,, coexisting with nature and the land, and 
this would be ihreatened. 

Why are you participating fen People s -Global 1 
l Action? 

: Our organisation wishes to struggle and fight 
j together, as fighting is necessary, without 

I distinguishing between different ideologies, colours 

■ 




A plan /inti a section of a Viaiflu’ — a Kuna plot. 
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in June 2001 a second wave of n&oliberal capitalist economic reform hit Central 
America and Mexico in the form of the Plan Puebla Panama. The PPP fs Mexican 
president Vicente Fox’s pet project; a transportation and Industrial development 
corridor that seeks to Integrate the economies of the seven Central American 
nations— float emala t Belize, El Salvador, Honduras. Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and 
Panama— with those of the nine southernmost Mexican states — Puebla, Campeche, 
Veracruz. Tabasco. Quintana ftoo, Yucatan, Chiapas, Oaxaca and Guerrero. 



I This 102 million km region Includes 63. & 
million people, and is characterised by extreme 
poverty of a principally rural, indigenous nature. 
While me governments of the countries Involved 

1 claim that the WP will ‘eievate the level of human 
social development' in the region. history shows 
that this typu of top-down ‘development’ will offer 
substantial investment opportunities to 
multinational corporations, at the expense of the 
further Impoverishment and isolation of small 
tenners and indigenous people who constitute the 
majority Of the region's population. 

Southern Mexico is still not really par I of the 
nation that joined the North American Free Trade 



Agreement (NAFTA) In 1994, In terms of poverty 
j indicators Such as infant mortality, literacy rates, 
housing conditions, etc,, southern Mexico has 

more in common with. Central America man 
with the rest of Mexico— more than half of all 
southern municipalities are categorised as 'poor' 
or H very poor'. In the southernmost Mexican slate 
j of Chiapas for example, half of all communities 
have no access lo roads, lerephones or basic 
urban services. This poverty has a parttcularty 
rural, indigenous face, half of ihe population of 
soulhern Mexico hves in communities of less than 
2,500 inhabitants, and two thirds of Ihe region's 
population Is indigenous. Of theu 7.5 million 












indigenous people, 67% survive on less th^n one 
minimum wage salary, and the remaining 33% have 
no source of cash income whatsoever, 

Economically, the region's most Important export is 
probably the thousands of young people that 
emigrate to northern Mexico and the United Stales 
in search ol work each year 93% of Mexico's 
current exports go to the United States „ Of this 
huge portion, only one percent conies from 
Mexico's southern and southeastern States [the 

ppf region, excluding Puebla). 

Incorporating marry old project ideas item the 
World Bank end the inlefamorlcan Development 
Bank (IDBJ, the guiding logic behind the PPP is that 
in order to take better advantage of the region's 
extensive natural resources and its strategic 
location for international commerce, Central 
America and southern Mexico have to make 
themselves more attractive to foreign investment, 
in order to achieve this, the national' governments 
have dedicated unprecedented amounts of federal 
funding to the modernisation of infrastructure such 
as superhighways, maritime ports, railroads, 
airports, dams, gas lines, fiber optic 
telecommunications gnds. 'dry canals', etc., in the 
hope that this improved groundwork will make the 
region competitive with Asia for foreign investment. 
For example, in 2002 Mexico's federal budget set 
aside 7 billion pesos Tor Plan Puebla Panama, 
more than twice the amount designated for the 
same area the year before, with over 30% being 
directed toward highway and port development* 

The PPP will promote investment In natural 
resource extraction, like logging, oil drilling and 
bioprospecting [often on lands supposedly 
protected by the World Bank's Mesoamericon 
Biological Corridor }. Also on the cards is industrial 
genetically modified agriculture, the creation of 
common energy and telecommunications grids for 
l he entire region, "maquiladora - (free trade zones 
with virtually no workers" rights} factories 
assembling consumer goods for export, mono- 
cropped forestry plantations, and ecotounsm. 9(7% 
of Mexico’s oil comes from The southern region,. 

And The larger PPP region, though it represents 
only 0.5% of the total surface area of the planet, 
contains 7%. of the world's known biodiversity. 



These industries promise to create profits in an 
area currently dominated by small scale farming for 
^elf sufficiency, which has little interaction wish the 
global economy. By driving down the prices of 
locally produced agricultural goods through free 
trade, and destroying the environment for local 
farmers and Fishermen, the PPP will doudbess 
: force many Mexicans end Central Americans off 
therr lands. What will happen to these people? 
Proponents of the PPP suggest that it will create 
more jobs in the region to help stem the flow of 
j northward migration: the past effects Of MAFIA 
; show that these neolifoerai reforms don't create 
nearly enough jobs to absorb the massive number 
of people displaced, leaving many without [end or 
other moans of survival. 

In order to achieve their lofty goals, the 
. governments must break the resistance of (be 
region's people to the expropriation of their 
[finds— -a resistance whose strength is 
unprecedented In the history of neclPberal 
development In Mesoamenca. In Mexico the 
process of expropriation began in 1992. when 
president Carlos Salinas Gonad ended the 
redistribution of agn cultural fends to landless 
campesinos (a right that kt took the Mexican 

s 

■ 




One of me mn-tfmber forest products that can 
be sustained^? harvested from the forests of 

m 

Mcsoamcnca. chide has long been used as a 
basis for chewing gum. in the forests of the 
Mayan region of southern Mexico, Guatemala 
and Belize about 5,000 chictofos soil coded 
this vslu&bte product using traditional methods . 
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Revolution Of 1910 to win), by revising Ar Here 27 
of the Mexican Constitution, This revision was 
demanded by the United States as o precondition 
lor Mexico's entering into NAFTA in 1994. as these 
communally-held lands (called ejidos in Mexico) 
could no! bK broken up or sold and were therefore 
considered "barriers to trade". Since that time the 
Mexican government has maintained a virulent 
campaign to break up collectively held lands 
throughout the country, through a government 
agency called PRECEDE {the Ejido Rights 
Certification and Urban Lois title program}. The 
Mexican Agrarian Reform Secretariat has even 
gone so far as to state that land will he forcibly 
expropriated for PPP projects If necessary. In 
Chiapas this divide-and-conquer strategy is also key 
to the government's counterinsurgency efforts: by 
breaking up collectively Meld lands, the government 
dismantles one of the carnpesinos' most powerful 
tools for collective resistance, it then further 
foments division and conflict within ihe 
communities through the selective distribution of 
government aid. Control over land is essential to 
the survival of indigenous peoples and culture, and 
the PPP seeks to privatise these lands for private 
profit — but according to Secretary of Stale Jorge 
Casta Ago a. the PPP is the "logical corollary" to the 
peace process In Chiapas, If the government 
indeed sees the PPP as finked to the Chiapas 
peace process, that would explain why guarantees 
of indigenous autonomy and control of natural! 
resources were stripped from the indigenous nghts 
law that the Meccan Congress passed at the end 
of April* SCOt-i The PPP depends upon corporate 
access to land and natural resources in Mexico's 
south— the opposite of what (he government 
promised the Zapatistas In ihe San Andrew accords 
Of 1996. 

The governments involved have been very slow 
to release concrete information about specific 
projects within the PPP. Two large projects that 
haw boon publicised involve highways and 
electricity interconnect ion. The modernisation of 
twa large coastal highways has begun: the 3,156 
km long Pacific Corridor highway which stretches 
from ColOn in Panama to Tampico in Mexico, of 
which 1*785 km will be improved at a cost of $977 
million, The Atlantic Corridor* which is 1,925 km p 
wili have 1,332 km improved at a cost of $777 
million. Information regarding two electrical 
interconnection projects has also been published: 
one between Guatemala and Belize, the other 
between Mexico and Guatemala near the border 
town of fapachula. These two projects are only a 
small pert of the whole electrical interconnection 
system, which will include a 1,831 km line from a 
substation in Veiadero, Panama to another station 
in Pepesca, Guatemala. This line will cost $320 
million* of which $34,8 million will be contributed 




p 

Trie incomplete Pan-American Highway, 
beginning in Alaska and ending in Tie fra del 
Fuego. The highway is unfinished in the section 
that funs through Panama* whtch is now 
scheduled for completion, 

p 

■ 

p 

by the countries Involved, $45.8 million by the 
! Spanish corporation Endesa, $70 million by Spain* 
and $170 million by Ihe I DEL The countries 
involved will therefore be incurring large debls Co 
i build this fine bu( the profits it generates will go to 
j the Spanish corporal ion* When stale run electricity 
companies in Central America have been privatised! 
j before, it usually results in poorer service and 
| overcharging. 

Some other projects which are being discussed 
are a dam on the Usumocmta River which divides 
Mexico and Guatemala, a dry canal through the 
j Isthmus of Tehuantepec in Oaxaca end Veracruz, a 
i tourist highway through the Mayan ruins in Ihe 
| Guatemalan Peten rainforest and a hydroelectric 
\ dam on the Tefraba River on Costa Rica's Pacific 
j coast. 71 sites for new darns in Chiapas have 
; been located, mostly in zones of Zapatista 
| Influence. These dams would generate energy for 
\ export to the US as well as powering local 
! industrial zones. Funding information for these 
j projects has net yet bean released, but one thing 
j is certain: they will receive funding before any of 
I the "human development projects" that the PPP's 
promoters like to tout — natural disaster prevention 
programs, sustainable development. Job I raining. 
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hearth urograms, ole, All of these have yet to see 
offers of financing or region nil meetings to solids 
Iheir implementation. 

The most universal criticism of l he PPP Is that It 
is yet another top-down development plan, polluting 
the environment and further impoverishing millions 
Of afready poor people, through economic 
pressure* on small-scale terming or by forced 
displacement. Such development does not respect 
the rights of the region's inhabitants to maintain 
their traditional livelihoods and culture, because n 
pressures them into selling off tneir land and 
moving to urban areas to work in factories. Mexico 
has signed the International Labor Organisation's 
Convention 169 on the rights of Indigenous and 
tribal peoples. This gives the government a 
responsibility to consult indigenous communities 
affected by the PPP before approving it t and to 
carry out this consultation in 'good falm\ neither 
of which has happened. The PPP— along with 
Bush's recently proposed Central American Free 
Trade Agreement —win (iiteraliyl) pave the way for 
the hemisphere-wide Free Trade Area of the 
Americas, furthering neoliberal economic reforms 
in the region. 

One effect trie PPP is having In Chiapas is the 
forced displacement by the Mexican Army of 1,500 
indigenous families from their lends within the 
Montes Azules Biosphere Reserve, under 
"ecofogjcar pretences. T he public summary or the 
PPP published by me Mexican government blames 
small-scale farmers for the region's ecological 
problems: "The productive activities of the 
inhabitants or the southern and south-eastern 
region constitute an environmental risk, capable of 
provoking a massive and selective extinction of 
animal and plant species." The real reason, 
however, that the government wants to hick these 
people off their lands is that they are located In 
the Locandon Jungle,, the most biodi verse area in 
the Americas after the Amazon Rainforest. 

Of all l he 181 countries (rim are indebted to the 
world Bank, 

Mexico '% debt is the 
largest: and the PPP 
will increase it. The 
governments of the 
region must take 
out loans to develop 
their Infrastructure, 
further in debt mg 
their people, while 
the investment they 
hope to attract will 
he private and thus 
any profits will be 
remitted back to the 
investors' home 
countries. This is a 



classic nt-ollbcfui formula in which the slate 
assumes the 'high-risk' investments which aren't 
considered safe for the private sector, thereby 
socialising the costs and privatising the profits. The 
IntAramericen Deuetopment Bank heads the ppp's 
finance commlwlonv and has already Secured $4 
billion in PPP loans. 

In an already heavily-militarised region, the PPP 
will Inevitably entail an increased military presence 
to protect foreign investments and patrol borders* 
not to mention for expropriation, as in the case of 
Montes Azules. 12.000 US soldiers have already 
been sent to the Guatemalan Man region 
bordering Chiapas to conduct "training and 
humanitarian support missions' with the 
Guatemalan military under a mission named 'New 
Hori/ont", This is within a larger Latin American 
context of tha US sending lOG.GOO soldiers to 21 
Lai in American countries in 2001 alone, to fight 
tno "war on drugs" and guerrilla activity. Ibis 
pretext for further militarisation will be a boon to 
Fox as for of Chiapas is concerned, giving him an 
excuse to Increase military control in the 
surround! mg bwb end destabilise Indigenous power 
in genial 1 . Maybe this is what Fox was thinking 
when ho said he could resolve the cpninct m 
Chiapas* In “IS minutes"? 

In Mexico indigenous people have been 
struggling for recognition of their culture and for 
rights to land and autonomy for years. Most 
recently they have demanded the implementation 
of the 1996 5&n Andrts Peace Accords between 
the E2ln and the Mexican Govgfnment, which 
extensively outline indigenous rights to autonomy 
and control of their land, natural resources and 
development. Trie Plan Puebla Panama is in part 
the Mexican government's response to trie 
Indigenous movements: Instead of recognising the 
right of indigenous people 10 continue their 
traditional lifestyles, the government seeks to 
transform them into consumers* maquiladora 
workers or tourist guides * 
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M&puche Land: Mapuche Life 

Indigenous Resistance in Chile 




Encompassed by the modern states of Chile and Argentina* In which they form 
sizeabfe minorities, the Indigenous Mapuche people occupy territory on either side 
of the southern Ancles. They Jive situated between the frozen wilderness of 
Patagonia and the scorched deserts of the norths and seem to efclst along a 
continuum stretching between their former way of life and that of the dominant 
society. 



wh>ic ihe Spanish siaughteted and enslaved 
their way southward ihrough ihe Aztecs* mens and 
other indigenous American peoples, end the 
Portuguese did likewise into the Amazonian 
interior, the Mapuche stood their ground. 
Consistently giving tin.- invaders a run lor Ihek 
money. they w erp never colonised by the Spanish, 
Before die Mapuche were finalty defeated in leSl 
by b newly-indcpondcnt Chile, the mighty Bioblo 
hv$r west of the Andes formed the frontier between 
European society to the north, and a free Mapuche 
nation to the south. Now the boundaries ate less 
Clear-cut. but territory is contested just as keenly, 
i ‘Arm yourselves!" urges a Mapuche 
grandmother, as her grandchildren s^remblie up the 
hillside behind her. gathering stones as 
ammunition for their slingshots. Mapuche s from 
four neighbouring communities have banded 
together to occupy the road bridge which leads out 
of the tmy town of Ralco In Chile's XIII region 
(Qbobio), a little over 500km south of the capital 
Santiago. This is late January 2002. It'S a warm 



suninver's day, and the hills ere alive with the 
sound o! tear gas and rubber bullets being fired. 
H Wc as Mapuches. we're prepared to give up our 
lives to defend the land, our territory", declares 
Carmen Rosa, the twenty something spokesperson 
j for Mapuches In the area. The read occupation is 
! (he first of a senes of actions aiming to increase 

■ pressure upon the State to return lands Currans ly 
under the control of the Mjnlnoo forestry company. 

■ In their native mspuef^hgim, J Mapuche' means 
people [ufoe) Of the land (mapu), Mapuche identity 

i tends to (k? defined through a trophic relationship 
i with the land— or as Carmen Rosa's octogenarian 
j neighbour Berta Quintreman puts it. gesturing at 
I the soil, "We are bom and cheated on this land... 
Father, Mother. rr Sacred land. If I don't have land, 
where am i going to be? I am not/ This deep 
identification of me Mapuche with their lend has 
come to seem increasingly ironic in the century o t 
I so since they were first robbed of (he greater part 
ol them in the late I9lh century. Throughout much 
; of that time, the Mapuches were progressively 
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swindled and coerced out of many of die fragments 
they'd been left wifhj first by trie migrant founders 
of s European-style, agriculture! export economy* 
and latterly to make way for the industrial profusion 
of non-nail W p, pine and eucalyplus trees, Around 
60 percent of Mapuches in Chile new live In towns 
and cities, an urban Diaspora that contfibuios in 
no small way to their unease about malm* lining a 
distinct national identity. The edge of desperation 
In Gerta's voice stems from the 1840 million. 570 
mega wen Raleo dam project, which threatens to 
engulf her own community of Raleo Lepoy on the 
upper BiobFo riven 

The Btotolo springs from the tcalma and Gal lot ue 
lakes In the Andes and flows 3SOkm through steep 
and narrow gorges, agricultural lands and cities, to 
the Pacific Ocean. The Pehuenches of this area are 
probably the least assimilated info dominant, 
'Western' society: set amidst a vertiginous 
Jurassic landscape shrouded in coarse green 
forest, Raleo 'town' is m fact a 2-QQyard strip of 
houses served by a couple of local stores- A little 
higher on up the road from there toward I Me 
Argentinian frontier, l he communny of Raleo Lepoy 
lies hidden in the crook of a valley on the upper 
QioblO- but likewise hasn't escaped the effects of 
the State's favoured economic model. This la 
where the $540 mil Hon Raleo dam is currently 
under construction. Where once the river itself 
signalled the frontier between the Spanish empire 
and the boginning of Mapuche territory, now the 
tmy Collaqui community marks another frontline 
with the Spanish, In the form of the Madrid-based 
consortium ENDESA. 

"I don' I wanl the Spanish,' insists Nlcolass, 
Berta's sexfegenarran younger sister, and until 
recently a figurehead of the campaign to stop 
ENDESA. 'I've listened to my grandparents, to my 
parents, who said that they came to make a war 
here, to punish us Mgpuches; they leave us on the 
worst lands." Nlcolasa and Berta have lived bheir 
enure lives close to one another, their houses 
separated by a kilometre of rough meadow, 
perched half-way up the river ravmo. Now ■Nicolas a. 
Quite understandably after bolding out so long, has 
become the latest of the 98 Mapuche families who 
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arei effected to accept estates elsewhere in the 
mountains, purchased for them by ENDESA. 

ENDESA's tactics undermine I he possibility of 
considering the Pehuenches' interests as a 
community. ENDESA smarted building houses for 
the Pehuenche In El Barco, In the process 
employing many of the young Pehuenchos who will 
later live in them. Before a decision has been 
reached on the suitability or otherwise of the land 
swap, the issue of community lands is muddied as 
it is de facto bound up with that of employment, 
pre-emptively enticing elements wit hm the 
communities to favour whatever deal is then on 
offer, Pangue, [he first of (he Biobio hydrodams 
was funded to the tune of $153 million by the 
private finance arm of the World Bank, in a rare 
mea cutpa by ihe Sank, us former head James 
Wolfensohn acknowledged [hat ENDESA "appears 
to hove taken a less than constructive approach to 
its environmental and social obligations/ 

The Collaqui community remains, for all Urns, 
typical enough of most of the rural Mapuche 
cornnnu nill-es — Lofe — in the heartland of temperate, 
south-cunt rai Chile, Comprising one or two 
extended families, its residents inhabit a series of 
tiny farmsteads scattered amidst rolling fields. 
Threatened by Infrastructural projects and the vast 
forestry monocultures now endemic throughout 
their territory, many such rural Mapuche 
households are struggling to survive, let aione 
maintain their way of life on a few meagre hectares 
apiece.. 

Scenes such as those on the hills at Raleo have 
become more common and Mapuches regularly 
Invade the forestry e si ales to stage land 
occupations, or fomAS. They haven't stopped 
there. In the district of lumako. In December 
1997 < Mapuches from the ’Ceordinadora' 
organisation igmied two lorries belonging to the 
Araueo forestry company, the first of an ongoing 
wave of direct attacks on the forestry industry In 
the region. 

Fn the winter of *99, for example „ in CoiUpulIl 
[Own In the upper Bioblo, 5D armed Mapuches 
destroyed two Mlninco office buildings and a 
warehouse with moiotov cocktails end torched two 
Mininco trucks. A general atmosphere of tension 
now grips the countryside In many areas. Forestry 
plantations are guarded by private security and 
caraOj'rte/os, and their trucks travel with police 
escort to avoid ambush. 

Such dramas make for tit mating reading in the 
unfailingly indignant Chilean press, as well as in 
ihe 'radical ecological' Journals of foreign activist 
movements. But whereas the forestry industry only 
gained ns present stranglehold in the region within 
the last generation or two. the lire attacks form 
only the most visible and recent manifesiatlon of a 
much longer history of Mapuche political activism, 
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Down by the coast, the LafkencFies f&rm another 
or i he territorial identities Idle which Mapucbes of 
different regions fall (n the Hu&iocura community, 
not Jong be Fore the events at RaSco, local 
Lafkenches wore gathered for the nglilBtu. the 
most important religious event of Ihe Mapuche 
calendar. This is a ritual congregation of meybe 
one or two thousand people, involving the 
exchange of food and drink* and prayers for a good 
harvest. Mspuches have always seen the fight to 
regain their land as part of a wider struggle to 
maintain ihe culture for which I he land is the 
material base, and this fight is nowhere more 
visible than here. 

The people of Huaiacura. like most rural 
Mapuchcs, have lived on the same lands for many 
generations,, and their landscapes embody for them 
o History of family and community relations. 
Sometimes I hey talk of seeing and hearing their 
forefathers then In Ihe mists Or winds. And In 
precisely the Mepuches" offerings to those 
ancestors fend to the gods find to Ohch other} at 
Ihe riffMtofun, lies the essence of the communities 
that comprise Ihe bi-annual ceremony, 

in this,, we might get an idea of why the Spanish 
felted to ever get a handle on the Mapuche: their 
successful resistance in colonial times is 
attributed in part to their lack of any totalising 
social organisation through which Ihe colonists 
could seek to lake command. "Victory or peace 
ws:, as elusive as Mapuche social structures', 
writes British anthropologist Sara Me Fall.. 

Instead, the Mapuche have a long tradition of 
■ruilonomous, hori rental organising in which ad-hoc 
alliances were formed beiweeri groups of 
communities during crises, and disbanded when 
eases passed, up until 188L the Mapuche were 
living In file same bands as they were when Ihe 
Spanish first encpunlered them in the 16th 
century. These bands weren't wholly nomadic, but 
had a territorial base on which they practised some 
Itwm of horticulture. This way of life experienced a 
violent shock, however, with the Mapucha's 
conquest in iSBi at Ihe hands of Ihe Chilean 
forces Now, through more than a hundred years of 
Mapuche Interaction with Chilean society, the 
history of native resistance which Mapuches are so 
proLrfJ of has given us the newly resurgent, and 
nwliiant. Mapuche "movement', 

At the town of Nueva amperiaF. the Chilean state 
entered into an histone accord with Mapuche civil 
society. From 1993, the National Corporation of 
Indigenous Development (CO NADI) began 
negotiating the purchase of pockets of Sand on 
behall of Mapuche communities, along with the 
offer of training schemes in a system ol 
Indigenous Development Arens'. 

One of the few groups at the time to opt out of 
the 'Muova Imperial Accord 1 was Gonsejo do Tod as 



las Tienas {Council of All the Lands), From its 
= office in lemuco, the regional capital. Consejo also 

■ had li hand in the actions up at Ralco, pushing an 
explicit agenda of political autonomy and beginning 

: to foment tomes. 

Noi far up the Pacific coast nos ihe Tranaquepe 
: estate. Ft's one of a number of haefenefas local 
Mapuches have targeted In a recent wave of tonras 
\ centred around Lake Lieu Lieu, and its history 
I mirrors that of many others. 

[ Tranaquepe was founded in the 1890s by 0 man 
[ named Ebsenperger, who arrived In Arauuo 
province amidst ihe wave of white migrant 
colonists to whom the Chilean State was then 
offering land. At ihe same lime, the Chilean 
political class faced Ihe practical question of how 
to deal wilh the nearly 10,000 displaced and 
disturbed Mapuches. Preemptively in 1866. the 
state had arrogated lo itself status of guardian of 
an Mapuche lands, in what was in part a 
j paternalistic move aimed at preventing less “lawful* 
expropriation by colonists. Following this ond two 
subsequent laws in 1874 and 1883, Ihe 
compromise reached within the state saw 
j Mapuches organised, quite arbitrarily, into family 
j groups, and assigned legal. Communal land idles. 

\ ihrough deads known as Ttiuios do Merced. Those 
I groups were t Fieri consigned to a system of 
i eventual^ around 3000 fixed reduccttifws. 
j The outlines of the state's policy were clean 
i 95% of Mapuche territory was expropriated, 

■ providing as much as 180 hectares apiece lo 

; immigrants from the US and Europe. Mapuches 
j wore assigned areas often of similar size, though 
j having been settled in larger groups, this 
j translated into far less than they had before. The 
entire Mapuche papula! Ion had a more hall million 
hectares apportioned between them, which was 
; equivalent to six hectares per person. Later, Indian 
j Courts were established, supposedly to protect 
I indigenous ini crests by submitting the transfer of 
land to a rational, legal framework; in practice this 
merely instituted legal a venues of theft to 
complement the more naked forms of abuse *0ur 
land was usurped through very fraudulent sales". 
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says Mapuche farmer Manuel M&ribuf, "li was 
taken by ti^e landholders with the backing of the 
government,' indeed by 1950, half oi the land that 
had been originally left in Mnpudic ownership aTier 
the "Pacification' of iBSi had been expropriated, 
transforming the Mapuche from a society of rich 
livestock-traders, into one of poor, ethnic minority* 
subsistence formers, 

Through the course of the 2Qlh Century, the 
expropriated lands were utilised In accordance with 
the imported ideology of perpetual economic 
growth. First, clearance fires blazed the way lor a 
monoculture of wheal crops to be planted. Then, 
as yields plummeted, this was gradually replaced 
by FivestdCk farming. Production dropped again in 
the H 50S and the clamour for agrarian reform grew 
more powerful. Around this time, the first 
oerophotograinetric map revealed the existence of 
nearly 12,000 ha of rand suitable for forestry. 

From the beginning of the '60s, Mapuches 
began occupying estates in Arauco, Agrarian 
Reform Lews Biassed fcn 1952 and 1967 w ere 
aimed first al purchasing, then expropriating lands 
from the larger estates. But (boy were enacted 
principally on behalf of rngu^no tenant estate 
workers. Mapuche agitation grew more vigorous. 

Things really kicked off immediately prior lo 
Al lenders election as President, by which dine 
Mapuche ionvis hod spread across the entire 
region. Many co-ops were lounded with majority or 
exclusive participation of Mapocbes; amongst the 
estates that were taken back into Mapucho hands 
at this tune was Tranattuepa. Aflor Allende was 
overthrown in a US-backed coup in 1973, Mapuche 
dreams of regaining their territory yielded to the 
nightmare of military rule. 

Under General Pinochet r southern lands were 
unceremoniously passed to the handful qf Forestry 
corporations that control them still. fen 197 a, 
Pinochet's Junta enacted a law that made 
plantations even more lucrative for forestry 
Companies through tax exemptions and direct 
subsidies to I he tune oi 75%. Foi the owners of 
transnational capital „ the Forestry incentives law 
wasn't a free lunch; it was a lunch they got paid to 
eat. 



in many communities have become little 

more I hen iso kited islands, surrounded by the pine 
monocultures Thai have sprung up around (hem, 
"They “re taking our lives away from us\ Julio says. 
Julio lives in the community of Anadefea, on the 
edge of Lumako, an unusually dense patchwork of 
tiny plots. 

‘Our madtfs [shamen| don't have remedies"* \ 
I explains Julio, husband of one of the Lumako 
j weavers. 'Where they go to look for the traditional 
plant remedies , I hey' re not there anymore. 
Everything's lost." 

j as the fast -grp wing menocuitured irees rob (ho 
: Fand of moisture, remaining water rapidly drains of r 
] of ground compacted by heavy machinery, It's 
j difficult enough for the local Mapuches to grow 
enough to eat when the plantations lake up 41% of 
Lumako dislrict. But ihe forestry chemicnFs also 
contaminate Ihe water, Ihe m and the harvest. 17 
of the 23 chemical 1 products used are illogafe in 
j developed countries, 

\ Through (he /omps. and other acts of 
resistance, the Mepuche are fighting to regain 
control of their land, and their polk lea I ond cultural 
autonomy.. For much of I he 20th century, Mapuche 
strategy was to assume the form of wmk& [white) 
institutions. those of Chilean society, end 

remsenbe Ihem with thqir own meanings. The 

younger generation in Ihe *20s and 30s had 
confidence in the possibilities of integration offered 
by Chilean society. The first Mapuche Deputy was 
elected in 1927, a member of the Democratic 
Party, later joined by a Mapuche deputy for the 
Liberal Party. Both were vocal and relentless in 
denouncing the (holt of Mapuche lands. However, 
with the rise of Pinochet in the 70's, their access 
to a political voice was curtailed and they were 
: further dispossessed. Continuing their Fong 

(radilron of resistance end autonomy, they created 
a strong movement or social opposition, ihfes time 
with Ehe preservation of cultural heritage at the 
forefront. 

“When the children are taught about the time of 
Lnutaro, i want them to be conscious of what they 
are, (hoy themselves", says Magdalena of the 
Mapuche women's artisanal co-op In Lumako, 
invoking the name of one of Iho heroes of historic 
I Mepuohe resistance to the Spanish, people with 
j no fools or history has no (identity", warns one 
j Temuco-bosed 1 Mapuche group, "Bui*, conti nues 
! Magdeleoa, “they always learn about the 
I colonisers, 'America", all of that. Here in Lumako 
it's a 100% Mapuche population, and they don't 
have an inter-culluml school which teaches in both 
languages, That's ihe way cultures are losi.’ Oul in 
the nearby fields, Fernando oohoos her thgmes, 

! "We have a traditional language — mapudungun". 
he nf firms. *We don't want to lose it, so we (each 
it to the children. One day we'll organise ourselves 
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lo be able lo teach the children proper Mtspuche 
history." ! 

Adolfo Millabur Is th« country S first Mapuche i 
mayor That is, -a mayor elected, ip his words r 

“without talking to any political parties, running on 
quite an autonomist platform.' As the- lom&s 
reached their peak In 1999. he and some Other j 
prominent indigenous activists forwarded a 
proposal to the government for a Commission of 
Truth and Historic Debt. "With the Historic Dent 
Fdoa. we wanted to systematise and write a version \ 
of history*, he says. "So trial people would know I 
why we were reclaiming a particular area of land ! 
and not another one." The idea was to determine j 
the positive instances of injustice committed to 
Mapuches In the past, In order lo rectify them, j 
essentially with a view to settling accounts. In the 
hands of ihe Logos government, however the plan 
become a Commission of Truth and New 
Treatment. In late 1999, '[Wc| were called for a 
meeting with the Minister who deals with CON AD l. 
but nothing was properly explained to us. The ne*t 
day a document was signed by a hunch of "leaders' 
who didn’t represent anybody, but were figures 
linked to the ruling government party. Lagos took j 
our idea and copied the title, but he didn't copy the 
ideas and significance. We didnT want this I 

document we didn't sign it. we didn't participate-"' l 

According lo Anibat soiarer. one of those l 

responsible for the arson attack in H 97: Consejo j 
and Coordinadora “are both organisations that ! 

work for the autonomy of the Nfapuche people", he 
says, “hut their methods are very distinct... 
Organisations like Consejo talk across the table 
with the government. Consejo had discussions that 
were very important for the nation [but! The 
Mapuche people don't iwe the power to confront 
Ihe economic and politic;] I situation that oiists. it's 
necessary to develop a 
level of resistance I hat wfil 
allow Eho Mapuchc lo talk 
to the government on an 
equal footing. It was 
Important to have a plan B. 

It was important to burn 
trucks.” 

"At Lago Ueu-Lieu the 
government has used 
seductive policies', 
contends Manuel Maribur. 

They declared It On "Area 
Of Indigenous Development" 
where there are 'open 
doers' and "opportunities' 
for Ihe communities. But 
no Sand/ Resislencia 
Mapuche characterises 
CON adi's efforts os one 
half of a good cop/dad 



cop" strategy aimed 31 neutralising Mapuche 
demands. “The persistent mania of Eho authorities 
of erassifymg our organisations [between] those 
leaders who opt for "anlksystemic' means and 
those that opt for 'insiitullonar means, those that 
merit carrots and projects, and those that can only 
expect.., slicks and police repression." 

"in my position as mayor, there are certain 
things l can't do", Adolfo affirms. He continues: 
“Lots of people have invited me to discussions 
with the President, to appear in the media and on 
the TV shaking hands with politicians, it's 
dangerous, because.. r I know that these image 
makers want to qualify the Mapuche movement in 
terms of goodies and baddies.-- if I appear wiEh 
the President or governors. It’s a Signal that were 
divided/ The late *99 meetings Included "two or 
three leaders from each community. Whon wo 
arrived In Seniiggo, they gave us hotels so wo 
could rest and stay there, and wo said “no 
thanks I p Sometimes the government would of lor 
us plane tickets to Santiago, and we said "no 
thanks I YVe're never going to acce pt a single peso 
from you/ Or sometimes they'd say 11 We’ve got 
food ready here for you/ And again we'd S3y “No," 
Not even a biscuit. No thank-you. We wanted to 
conduct our business with dignity and clahly, 
Because we come from communities that support 
us with their minimal resources, and they paid for 
our tickets there. IF we'd hove accepted money or 
something, they'd have begun to domesticate and 
condition us/ 

"I don't negotiate. I don't negotiate with 
anybody. Because Tm not a leader — rm a 
Mapuche mayor..- It's our job to shp some of the 
moorings of the Western system", remarks Adolfo- 
softly in his office. 'That’s our contribution/* 




m or uie/i.-o. M/lu3 





Umted Hearts and a Bgmtuvgs Rst 

The Landless of Guatemala 
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The history of Guatemala is the history of a 
struggle for land, Thts struggle has entered a new 
phase in the last year as campesino {peasant) 
organisations have begun to sc lie lands which ere 
ngbufully tholrs according to the 1996 peace 
accords between the military oligarchy and the 
guerrilla groups, CUC has been Instrumental in tho 
seizure of seven tf nc&$ {iaiitundia t or leudal 
estates] throughout the various regions of 
Guatemala, as well as blocking roads end staging 
demonstrations in the ce pitaS. The struggle for lend 
is fierce and the death toll Is mounting. 

CUC represents from many 

different, areas with different needs and 
experiences. This is by default a lopsided account 
of the experiences of the community that we lived 
with. It is not intended to be a definitive account of 
all 1 the struggles the various campes ino 
organisations are involved in, we recently spent 
time as human rights observers In a community 
which was occupying the tinea of Las Quebradas K in 
the east of the country. In thrs community alone 



two people have been murdered by paramilitary 
pi3foferos i with complete complicity from the 
authorities, 

*We know this struggle Is not iust for us* said 
Francisco Pinto, who with his wife was among the 
first to arrive ot the fine# when H was occupied in 
the early hours of April iGlh 2001, - Wo took (his 
land out of nocossily, we hod nowhere to live or 
: work, we hope that in the future we wilt revive 
recognition from our government and support, 
because we have nothing, we ere live poor." 

Las Quohradas was worked by members of the 
community for many years prior to its seizure. It 
: was part of the national land stock, supposedly 
= held by the state for the people. In an act typical of 
\ the corruption of the period, it was illegally 
l disposed of in a private sale to a company based 
in the US in 1994. This was lust as the 
| government and guerrillas were beginning peace 
talks which included discussion of the 
redistribution of land. Following the sale, the 
people were denied access to the land that they 



DW^h 1C 



had been working. The death of community 
member Barbel lo R;.aitio& al the hands of 
paramilitaries Orl April 15th 2001 W3S what 
Sparked the decision Id immediately seize the 
land. Ramos was murdered as he was walking to 
his maize patch by gunman who had entered the 
area with a police escort- NoE surpnsingjy, despite 
the supposed civilian iule and guarantee of human 
rights in Guatemala, no one has even been 
Charged for his murder. 

The Finca was seized in the early hours of lbs 
morning by 160 people with machetes in hand, 
who Immediately began constructing a communal 
champs (thatched house) and staking claim to the 
land, Since then there has been one other murder 
and an endless stream of threats and mtlnudailonr 
(A favourite trick of the pisloieros is the naming of 
a cerlain day by which time the victim will be 
dead.] However the community of Las Quebradas 
is determined to stay put — in the words of Don 
TanchOp headman of the Las Quebmdas 
community, “our people have died for this Sand., we 
win not leave,* 

Life on Squatted Land 

Approximately forty families now Hive on the 
Fetid, and when local villagers who come to work 
fields ate included the number is nearly 400. They 
grew maize and black beans as a subsistence crop 
and are able to produce two Eo three harvests a 
year. The houses are small, handmade from 
reclaimed materials and roofed; with corrugated 
iron- or palm leaves- Most families are large— 
women told me they had between five and ten 
children. Most people can't read or write and the 
work clearing and planting the land is hard end 
demanding.. Both Ehe men and l he women work in 
ihe maize fields, where they slash and burn back 
* Ehe Jungle to plant the corn rows. The women got 
up first. Though, to make the tortillas end black 
beans. The diel is monotonous and poor, with little 
protein,, nnrl people hardly ever eat meat or 
vegetables. Inc community has no water system or 
electricity- all lhe water comes from the local river 
which is far from clean, and all the cooking |$ done 
on wooden fires. We were told that many children 
became sick, 

j However, the people have built a school from 

I the disused buildings on the land and nave 

organised teachers to come and teach the children 
lot free. In the future they hope to build a water 

I system and solar panels for electricity* and to plant 
trees to replace the ones that are necessary for 
fire v. nod and building. There seemed to be a strong 
sense of community and collective focus. For 
example, ovary day the women cook a meal for 
anyone that happens to be around the communal 
efiampa, the mgrcdicnEs of which are donated by 
everyone. Every night the men take It in turns to 



keep guard of lhe entrance, ready to defend their 
community ^by any means". While we ware there 
the son or one campesfno had an accident that left 
! him with a shattered Fag, and the community took 
up a collodion to help with the medical expenses 
I of the family. 

Their sense of collective Struggle is not rooted 
in any political ideology, but in everyday practical 
: necessity. Land is life to these people. Sometimes 
E this throws up what rook Hike contradictions to the 
mind of a Western politico. For example, the 
people would refer to themselves as ’Illegal' 
occupiers in contrast to the more organised 
Zapatistas to the north, who refer to their land as 
Uerra racLyw/Hfa. Many in Lhe community want 
nothing more than to roach a compromise with the 
government which will allow them to stay on their 
land, even taking out a loan and buying it if 
necessary. There is a different sense of awareness 
amongst the full time ClfC activists who travel the 
country, many of whom wifi heve been In the 
guerrilla groups during l he war, Tito campesinos 
collectively elected their headman, bus there often 
seemed to be HUES discussion of quite crucial 
: issues, and a willingness to follow his authority. 

Essentially the community required land tor survival 
l and they have adopted the political form which 
l seemed to them most likely to achieve this, 

CUC have requested international observers to 
come to Guatemala to live and work alongside the 
communities. By doing so they prevent the 
authorities from interfering with theLr development. 
There is a marked contrast between places which 
: have observers and those which don't- For 
! whatever reason, the Guatemalan authorities tend 
to tread vary carefully around gmagos. There is an 
urgent need for more volunteers as in recent 
weeks the killing has begun again, wMh two 
murders In Lanqurn, another squatted community 
In the department of Irabal near to Las 
Quebradas-* 

For mom information contact; 

CUC , l4/42< Aventda 3lA r Ciutfmf do Plata Si r 
Zafta ? r GuotOfrtnln. 

Fmolfc c ue&Huate fwt 







^o or Dle/tib. lfl/16 5 



A Very Short History of Guatemala 
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Guatemala bus wots; you wait lo turn one over and then three come oil at once. 



The Spanish conquest turned the country into a 
senes of giant feudal estates, the lalrfitn&ies, The 
majority Mayan population was totally subjugated 
and a system of -serfdom — whereby Indians would 
owe their fend lords up to 15Q days servitude a 
year — existed well into the twentieth century. 
Repeatedly the peasantry attempted to change the 
balance of land- ownership but were brutally pul 
down. By the middle of (he twentieth century the 
dominating playar tin Guatemalan politics was the 
United Fruit Company (referred to by Che Guevara 
as “l he Green Octopus”) which owned all (he 
railway tines,, the only Atlantic port, and huge tracts 
of land throughout the country. In many ways. Fit 
this point Guatemala was nothing more than a 
banana plantation for the American market,, 

in 1944 the Jorge Ubico regime was overthrown 
by a liberal left coalition and Guatemala embarked 
on its only ten years of anything remotely 
resembling a democratic regime- The most 
significant development was the attempt by the 
new government to effect a large stale Sand 
redistribution throughout the country. A huge 
proportion of the country’s most fertile land had 
been turned over to banana growing, and these 
Intensive banana plantations required that 85% of 
the Sand be left fallow to prevent the spread of 
disease. Somewhat timidly the Arbenz regime 
began to square off with United Fruit in an attempt 
to kickstart independent development In 
Guatemalan 

However, the multi national was extremely 
powerful in Washington and a CIA-backed military 



coup in 1954 Installed the extreme right-wing 
| regime ol Castillo Armas. Land redistribution was 

■ halted and once more the poor were subjected to 
feudal servitude. Resistance grew and guerrilla 

■ 

movements of the poor arose. However, lor the 
] next thirty years Guatemala was ruled by a senes 
\ of military dictators backed by the west. This 
i culminated in the horn fit atrocities of the 1980s, 
when over four hundred Mayan villages were totally 
] wiped cut, tip to 150 H GO0 people died in this 
j period and 50,000 disappeared. With the virtual 
; annihilation of the resistance. Guatemala returned 
j to a democratic facade, but the military never 
i really left power and the same elite is siiN (irmly in 
: control. 

Amongst merry other things > the 1996 peace 
accords specifically promised the rudisiriuution of 

land. The feeling among ihe poor la that they have 
! boon cheated. Don Tancho explained: ''The 
i government here is just a big business, the money 
; is spent on yachts and chateaus in the mou mains, 

I there is nothing for the poor. " Tired of waiting,, 
j people have begun taking direct action to call 
! attention to thoir plight and more Importantly to 
i help themselves to the basic necessities o! 

\ survival. 

■ 

j The struggle for land. Justice and social 
l development in Guatemala is entering a critical 
] siege. Poverty is endenruc and once more the poor 
! are mobilising to take control of their own lives., 
j The question is whether they will be allowed to. Or 
i whether once mote the US-backed elite will 
■ succeed in repressing them * 
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Pipeline vs. Treesit? 




No Contest! 

Resistance to Oil in Ecuador 

Over the last year, environmentalists and members of the community of Mlndo 
(north-west Ecuador)! occupied tree-sit platforms in the MinrfO’Namblllo cloud 
forest, blocking construction of the 300 mite long OCP oil pipeline. This is the first 
action of its kind In Latin America. It's hard to imagine how bad the conditions 
have been for the tree-sitters, In the middle of the Amazonian rainy season! 



Environmentalist groups have also been 
pressuring the German province of Westfaiia, 
owner of the Wesldeutsche Landesbank, which has 
invested $900 million in the pipeline and controls 
43% of the shares. In Germany, the hank doeSn R t 
want to be associated with images of bulldoiers 
running over environmentalists or with heavy 
handed evictions, (Bnil&h readers of Do or Die 
might be interested to know that Wesldeutsphc 
Landesbank is liFsq funding the rebuilding ol the 
national stadium at Wcmbtay. 

The trcesils were part of a tong Campaign of 
demonstrations to slop heavy machinery and GCP 
workers from entering the forest r to protect Its 
diversity and the community's source of waier 
fcAeny local peepre a*e enraged that ihe pipeline 
project will cause grave damage but give them the 
hare minimum in compensation, Similar to 
Nigeria's Ogonh their region has gelded S60 billion 
In oil over the last twenty years ^ while 90% of its 
population continue to live In poverty. A genera^ 
Strike lasting eleven flays was declared in late 
February 2002 P demanding more social works for 
the region. 60 oil wells were seized, cutting 
national: production by 20%. People seE fire to cars 
and buildings , including The offices of the eEeclric«ty 
company. With the all-important oil supines being 
Ehreatened. the government moved quickly to 
repress the strike. A stale of emergency was 



imposed by the army, who even ordered the 
capture of the local mayor, and any sympathetic 
radio stations were shut down. The strikers paid a 
heavy price for their defiance™ Two children and two 
adults were Miied by the soldiers and more than 
three hundred were wounded, as helicopters rained 
down tear gas on the population, 

But even this onslaught did not intimidate local 
people Into submission. Alter trbeslttens were 
■mealed In March 2002, as described In the 
account below, the main highway to Quito 
(Ecuador's capital etty) was blockaded in solidarity. 
Two OCP trailers carrying pipefine tubes were even 
"cqnli scaled' and cheekily paraded around ihe town 
• square, having first been painted with the slogan 
= “OCP out of Mmdo\ 

In Juno 2002 there were more state attacks— 
this lime on farmers who were blockading OCP 

= machinery along various sections of route near 
Jungle town of Lago Agrlo. lQO small farms have 
; so far been affected by the pipeline, with 55% of 
[ farmers saying they have been pressured er 
threatened by OCF/army strong arm tactics EO try 
: to force them to allow work on their land and 
' accept derisory compensation rales. Farmers were 
beaten and tear gassed by police and soldiers, 
in htovombar 2002; ±00 Mindo residents. 

! students and members -of the Italian Green Party 
occupied an OCP work site inside the Cloudf orest 
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Reserve, They blocked workers and machinery 
from entering, and were tear gassed in skirmishes 
with military police. Two local residents and. an 
Italian Green Parly member went up to the ! 

ndgeline. to the commun^y-owned property 
'Gu 3 iumos\ where OCP Is Illegally working without 
permission from the community. All thre& wore 
arrested and taken to Quito detention centre. 

The MindoNamblllo forest is a high-altitude ■ 

cloudforest and the first stage of the Amazonian | 
rainforest. It is Home to more then 450 species of j 
birds, 46 of which are alraady threatened with f 

extinction. As usual with this kind of maga-project, 
0CP r S research on its soc^al/environmentai imped 
wi3S based on conveniently incorrect data* enabling 
them to take the pipeline through the shorter routs 
between (he Amazonian rainforest and the port of 

EM fro# 

OCR is e consortium of different companies with 
a single elm; oil exploitation by any means. One of 
the main shareholders is the Spanish oil company 
ft epsoli who are also involved in a 400 km gas \ 
pipeline In Bolivia that crosses the territories of the j 
Guarani and Wgnhaycck Natives without their 
consent. 

EouiMfor's oil production will have to be doubled 
in order to fill the pipeline, requiring s 5 ye«r> £2 \ 

pillion Investment in new refineries and 
infrastructure tor oil extraction, transport and 
manufacturing, It is likely than millions of hectares \ 
of hitherto intact rainforest and indigenous territory j 
will be opened up to feed the pipeline's voracious 
appetite, with the usual devastating consequences. • 
But none of (his matters for the companies and the i 
Ecuadorian state' for them it's a goidrush, and 
they ore prepared to kill in order to gel It built. 



Oil extraction has severely damaged Ecuador 
since the 1970s. when major oil reserves wGre 
first found In Us Amazonian rainforest, swiftly 
becoming the biggest source or income for the 
country, This has had a dire impact on the 
environment and on the Indigenous and Mestizo 
1 ml Mid race) communities who live In the sacrifice 
2 ones. 

Construction of the pipeline, which was due for 
completion in June 2003, is currently suspended. 
The consortium reported in late 2003 that they are 
Six months behind and more than $200 million 
over budget. The project's financiers also face 
international protests after a three day summit of 
40 NCOS in December 2002. These groups vowed 
to step up the campaign against the OCP 
consortium in the homo countries of the 
consortium members: Canada, US. Spain. 
Argentina, Germany. US. Italy and UK,# 

President Tackles Clown Menace 

Opponents of the pipeline made themselves 
an enemy In the shape of Ecuador's We 
President Gustavo Noboa. He publicly 
threatened AcclOn Ecologies (Friends Ol iho 
Earth Ecuador |, accusing the organization of 
being hypocritical and said: "In the past wa 
knew who they were: we knew they were the 
radical left: now they call themselves greens, 
ecologists..." He shouted that ho would declare 
war on the ecologists, that ho would fight them 
'trench by trench" and that he would not allow 
‘four clowns to fuck the country". 

Source: World Rainforest Movement bulletin 

No, 46. May 2001 
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The way up to the Guarumos mountain ridge 
was steep, but we managed to find our way 
using the hastily drawn map somebody from 
Action for Life had given us. Part of the 
rainforest nearest the road had been cleared 
for grazing, but as we climbed higher the 
trees closed in around us again. To our left 
we could hear the sound of a waterfall 
tumbling down: to the other side lay the oil 
consortium's access road, a vile scar on the 
face of the mountain. 






LJ 
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Journal 



Otherwise everything was extremely peaceful, 
arid It certainly didn't cross my mind that wiihin 
five days I would bo banged up in the municipal ■ 
Ihmmef. 

The Mmdo rain forest la a relatively small arcs 
located Just north of Quito, independent of the 
Amazon system, it lakes Its name from the nearby 
village of Mindo. where locals decided several j 

years ago that they would stop clearing land and 
instead develop ecolounsm. Not that (hoy j 

harboured any false illusions about the saintliness J 
of this industry, but they had to make a living j 

somehow. The forest is one of the most Important 
biodiversity hotspots for bird species in Latin 
Amenta, and a gold medal was won here 2 years 
ago for the greatest number of species spotted in 



a single day, anywhere in the world. The number of 
orchid species also runs into several hundreds and 
there is an exceptional range of different wildlife, 
including big cals and spectacled hears. 

When we reached the tree comp wo wore 
greeted by locate from Action for Life, who gave us 
a tour of the various tree sit platforms and then 
brought us out along the ridge. This organisation 
was set up by Mindo inhabitants when the OCR 
consortium (Kerr McGee. Alberta Energy, 
Occidental, Agip P frapsoF VPF and Techint) 
announced their plans to run a major oil; pipeline 
ihrough the rain forest, along, the back of the 
Guarumos ridge. There were several reasons why 
this apparently wonder Hu I idea didn’t appeal to the 
locals very much. The region is seismicaily 
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unstably with a number of active volcanoes 
nearby The old pipeline, which follows, o different 



route around Quito, has leaked like a sieve since 
Its construction in I ho 1970s. Villagers say they 
have been assured by the OCR that modern 
technology would limit potential leaks 10 only n few 
thousand barrels. Small comfort indeed f to build 
the pipeline they also need e Strip of land 30 j 

metres wide. However the GuBfumos rudge narrows \ 
in places to onty 30 centimetres (12 inches with 
a sheer drop on either side. The consortium would 
presumably have to blast away half the mountain 
before they could even begin to work. 

I spent several afternoons out on the ridge* 
sitting completely alone in the middle of dense j 
cloud, simply communing. The sensation of being 
embraced by a living entity was too much even lor j 
a hardbitten cynic like myself. The ground j 

underfoot was rich humus that crumbled away 
when you walked on it, and there was growth 
everywhere. The endless cycle of decay and rebirth 
was immediately palpable. What was utterly 
incredible was that it was ell going to be swept j 
away within a few weeks, or months* using j 

bulldozers and dynamite, j 

The rest of the time was taken up drinking j 

coffee under the main tarn, chatting with the locals j 
and other foreign visitors, Most of the Mindo ! 

people were down In the village, preparing for j 

Easter and the big influ* of tourists it would bung. j 
The foreign contingent was large, with people from S 
Italy. Switzerland, Ireland, Colombia, the US. f 

Germany and France. 

The cops came on Monday morning, si*ly of j 
them from the Special Operations Commando. j 

They were armed to the teeth end also fully kitted 
out with climbing gear. Most of us were on our way j 
down when wo ran Into them; l actually made it to 
the road before an unfriendly looking fellow 
brandishing a semi-automatic ride invited me to 



Alep onto a coach. We were never formally charged 
and in legal terms the whole operation was more 
of a ^disappearance" than an arrest. 

Five people had remained In the camp but thoy 
decided not to occupy the platforms. There was net 
enough time to chain themselves to the trees and 
crucially the mobile phone had been allowed to run 
flat so that it was impossible to alert the village. A 
number of people are kiilled most years in popular 
clashes with the security forces so resistance in 
such isolated conditions could have proved 
extremely dangerou-s. It never occurred to anybody 
to criticise them for backing down. 

Our first night in prison was a lonely and rather 
frightening affair, particularly for those of us who 
bad seen the film " Midnight Express". Latin 
American prisons can bo as horrific as the 
authorities choose to make them, but fortunalely 
the pnson guards had decided to treat us with 
deference. The male foreigners were housed on 
the third floor with a dozen other prisoners on drug 
charges, considered to be the gentlest of the 
inmates. The cells measured about 60ft by 20ft 
and ours had wonderful views of the city. The two 
Ecuadorians spent their first night on level two, 
where (hero were about a hundred housed in a celt 
built for forty. They were brought up to our cell the 
following day, along with three more men from 
Mindo who had simply gone to the protest camp to 
see If the police had left anything at all behind. The 
women were put into the quieter female section; 
there was a high wall just in front of their window 1 
bul they did have a tore vis ion to watch. 

By Tuesday the situation had changed 
completely. The women of Mindo had hijacked a 
number of OCR trucks and wore blocking the road 
through for all pipeline traffic, Ecological Action in 
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Quito hed also got moving and wo were hilling (he 
number in roe or four spot on national news 
bulletins. Some of the radio programmes were 
absolutely behind us. while we heard that the TV 
coverage was a bit more twisted. Mottling new in 
that, since Latin American television tends, to be 
about as truthful as an m-house training video for 
fast food workers. One presenter hinted darkly that 
we were art in the pay of Erie subversive 
oiganisation known as the internaElonar Oreen 
Party! 

That night The foreigners were taken to Erie 
police commissioner's office for a farcical 
deportation hearing* where we were hanefed a 
charge sheet fiiriartyl) informing us that we were 
accused of violating our visas by engaging in a 
political act, as well as a lot of other nonsense the 
OCR had strong together. Big carnival style pretests 
had greeted us on our arrival, completely fedng our 
armed police escort, and chants continued to drift 
up eo us from the street below os we sot around 
smoking until IfiIh into the nighl B welting for the 
cops to- type out our submissions. Even though it 
was all a foregone conclusion, the police 
commissioner (a regular villain straight from a 
Batman strip) announced that he would inform us 
of his decision the next day. and that ho would 
also be holding a press conference. 

in the end we heard from the radio that we had 
now been officially deported, and that we would be 
kept in prison until we had a plane Ticket back to 
our own countries. Nothing was said about the five 
from Mindo who continued to be held without 
charge, and whose situation was I he most worrying 
of all. The cops ware late for their own p* ess 
conference, so Ecological Action took over the 
microphones and staged their own event in front of 
the cameras. 

During this time we gol a lot of Support from 
fellow prisoners, from the locals green movement h 
and some of us also had partners on the outside. 
Visitors were able to get right into the cells, and 
they brought us huge 3 mounts of food, cigarettes, 
razors, etc. We shared these out around everybody 
In the cell. Every day people climbed the hill beside 
the jail and waved banners at us. banging drums 
and chanting. When this happened it feh as if the 
bars were bemg torn away, Needless to say It really 
riled the screws. 

The next step was a habeas corpus appeal to 
the Mayor of Quito, but since Easter was already 
upon us we couldn't do anything till the following 
Monday. Most Of the foreigners voluntarily left the j 
country since the lawyer had Informed us that the | 
deportation itself could not be appealed, only our 
imprisonment. Some of us stuck around as we felt 
it was symbolically Important for a few foreigners 
to accompany the Ecuadorians in the Town Hall 
hearing* I spent Easter Sunday climbing mound on 



H Reasons to be cheerful.*/* 

m UntM now ir was impossible to transform mu 
Amazon, If w^s foo v&$L But now if can cm 
done." — David McGrath „ Amazonian Studies 
Professor. 

Evan though the Brazilian rainforest is 
currently being destroyed at the rale of 2 
million hectares fSOOG square miles) a year, 
'only" 14% of it has been lost over the last 
century. This may all be about to change, as 
I whaE the World Wide Fund for Nature carts the 
"final and definitive assault" on the Amazonian 
rainforest gets underway. A gigantic new £29 
hrmon development programme called ‘Avanca 
Brasil - (Advance Brazil J may be the death knell, 
at plans 6,200 miles of new or improved 
'superhighways", dams, power lines,. mines, gas 
and oil fields, waterways, pons, logging 
concessions and other developments. The 
roads and waterways will make (t much cheeper 
for Brazil's gram producers tc export to 
European markets, and w(l| open up the 
Amazon to soya farming- Mew roads in the 
Amazon also bring a flood of settlors— either 
the rieh, who engage in land speculation K or 
I Brazil's desperate landless poor, who dream of 
a new life on the frontier. Whatever the 
= motivation, the end result is the same: deeper 
and deeper Incursions into the forest. 

The likely impact of Advance Brazil was put 
Into contest by a team of scientists who had 
spent five uplifting years modelling Amazon lari 
5 deforestation rates.. Their terrifying conclusion 
was that, by 2020 as little as 5% could remain 
in intact condition, with as much as 42% totally 
denuded or heavily degraded. The rainforest 
would start to dry out. with a massively 
increased risk of lire and thus further loss Of 
forost cover, followed by possible 
desertification. Mot surprisingly, those findings 
were hotly contested by the Brazilian 
government. So the scientists went bock over 
ihelr data with a fine locth comb— and (hey 
discovered to their horror that If anything their 
forecasts were loo conservative... 
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th* bunks end bars like a demented monkey, while 
a gang of nuns handed out broad and aang psalms 
at us, fm not religious, ixft ai least their presence 
meant the guards couldn't apply the usual dose of 
tear gas on tlie guys in the exorcise ya-rd below. 

Monday. A full week after oar arrest, and 
somebody forgot to put my name on the habeas 
corpus list. Andrea the German had also been 
inexplicably left off it. For a couple of hours I sal in 
the cell feel log completely gutted, while my new 
friends in the narco community tried to console 
me. Then suddenly a phone carl came through and 
we were rushed across the city in a taxi. 

The habeas corpus even! was a complete 
victory For us in every sense, lots of media, 
hundreds of people supporting us inside and 
outside the building, our lawyers really rapping, and 
finally freedom later that afternoon, we emerged 
from the Jail into a sea of friends and supporters, 
only to bo bundled into cars end driven to a safe 
destination a few miles away. No chnncos were 
being taken. In the end wo converged on a flat high 
up over the city, where an entire crate of beer was 
wafting for us end s middle aged couple served us 
coffee out of a silver pot. 

Next day Immigration gave us bach our 
passports and said we were free to stay. Most o! 
us felt it wiser to leave. The psychological pressure 
had been enormous, and at one point I just burst 
into tears in the middle Of the street. The 
Ecuadorians were obviously extremely relieved as 
they had been threatened with an sorts of 
interminable sentences, but they also realised they 
would need to lie low for a while. The Germans in 
particular were very pleased as their Embassy had 
bullied them constantly while they wore inside. We 
wondered H this hod anything to do with the fact 
thal west LB Bonk, one of the banks financing the 
pipeline, is part-owned by the Slate of North Rhine 
Westfali.il. In fact, only the Italian consul showed 
any Interest in speaking out against Ehe most 
obvious injustices of our 

Then we heard Ehe GCP were busy bringing fresh 
charges of sabotage against lift. Since then Action 
for Life has bought a patch of the forest and made 
an attempt to reestablish the camp. They were 
again evicted— this time from their own property — 
by the "Special GCP Police Group" and imprisoned 
without charge for 24 hours-. There were fresh 
arrests after a protest in Quito, and it took another 
habeas corpus hearing to free them. US Redwood 
squatter Julia Butterfly was deported for taking part 
In the protest (they wore so desperate to get her 
out of the countr y, the police car taking her to the 
airport crashed while speeding]). Work on the 
pipeline goes on behind closed doors, as it were. 

In all of this, certain factors must not tm 
forgotten h Ecuador has o huge foreign debt, and 
40 ft of Its national budget goes to servicing the 



interest on u. This means that the government 
little more than a puppet dancing on the end of 
\ IMF airings- If the country is governed by an 
j. authoritarian r*nd highly repressive elite, n is 
| probably because popular democracy Is not In the 
interests or the Northern countries that consume 
Ecuador’s raw materials. Ecuadorians have a 
history of being downtrodden both by foreign and 
| local oppressors, and this will most likely continue 
\ as long a$ the petroleum Industry dominates world 
{ politics. 

\ As for the tree camp, was it worth it? Yes, 

\ definitely, even though it collapsed at the first sign 
l of attack it did. provide a vital focus For resistance 
i to the pipeline, and the resulting campaign against 
: the censor hum end their financial backers (West 
LB. Citibank. BEVA,*,) has surely meant victory for 

. 

the pipeline can only come with heavy political 
costs attached. At the very least, future campaigns 
will have a strong base to build on. * 




The spectacled Pear is the only Pear Species in 
South America and is endemic to the Andes, It 
is & flagship specie* f& me Tropfeti Andes 
hotspot— the richest and most diverse in the 
world It ts stilt hunted for food and for sport in 
many parts of Its range. 
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The Feminism of the Streets 



This Interview was conducted with a member of the Bolivian anarcfta-femlrvlst group 
Mujeres Creando (‘Women Creating’), at the 3rd People’s Global Action conference 
in Cochabamba, Bolivia. 



How did you become politically active and 
Involved in Mu] ore 5 Creando? 

The group has been going for 10 years, but f got 
tc know them 9 years ago through some of the 
activities. that the initiators of the group were 
organising at the university, like morals and 
different actions. I was very curious about what 
may were doing. It was a comprately new kind of 
group, There was absolutely no talk about 
that kind of famtnlsm at the time— a 
militant, radical feminism, a feminism 
of the streets* of everyday life. Of 
course the government was i piking 
about the rights of women on the 
radio and in the papers, and about 
certain laws for women, but never 
Ghoul a feminism which engaged you in 
piny form of struggle or politicised you. By 
Conirasl. the feminism of Mujeres Creando 
was $o real oncf tangible. By the time I 
began to get involved. I was realising that 
political activity does not only happen in 
political parlies Of in organised groups; it 
happens as soon as you are conscious of your 
actions and your decisions — an intuitive kind of 
feminism. With in the university, there were a lot of 
groups on the left—' Trotskyists* Maoists 1 
Guevarists— but hone of (hem appealed to me, or 
let me Teel as though I could be myself, it was very 
different with Mujeres Creando, I chink that ihrough 
feminism, women come to know themselves and 
each other, with all our potential:, our strengths, our 



weaknesses. and we discover a freedom that we 
keep on developing. 

How would you describe the politics of Mujeres 
Creando? 

When we got together we said, ’We're s group 
of women and we're a different kind of 

organisation to the ones around us, where the 
revolutionary subject is the proletarian, 
full-stop'. And we said. *Nat m Why? We 
tned to demystify this whole ideology. 
There ere groups ond sectors in 
society who ore oppressed and 
these are no less important. So with 
our storting point os women, and our 
Identities as women, we can assort 
our own struggles and fight against 
oppressions in society. We also started 
by recognising that we are wonven from a 
particular social class, that we have our 
Own ethnic origins, that we are different 
ages, and that we are part of society. In 
this sense, we don't only struggle for 
women's rights or issues that, affect women, 
but against all types of oppression --from s 
feminist proposal of society. 

Hew do you organise os o group and take 
decisions? 

I think that above aH P things really happen 
because somebody lakes the initiative. We don't 
consult each other about everything we do, 
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'Be carofot with the prasenl you are creating— It should took tike the future you dream of. 




although there are things that we each take 
responsibility for working in specific areas, for 
example, of us organise at the university, 

others wath domestic workers, others with rural 
women. If there is an initiative that we alt like and 
can all participate In, then we get involved and 
help to organise it. i felt that in the Peoples’ Global 
Action meeting there was a lot of democratic 
decision making and a lot of respect for everyone 
which is great. Out that the energy for initiatives 
was actually lost and people were neutralised. For 
us, the importaal thing is not to neutralise each 
o(her and that every woman takes her own 
decision b and puts forward her Initiatives, without 
feeling inhibited, 

What kind of notions have you organised, end 
how have you done thb? 

We have a long history of actions I A 
fundamental element m our group is creativity* We 
are street activists, we are creative women, but we 
are not artists r and we don’t want to convert 
ourselves into an artistic elite, we take up our right 
to create and to do new things. This goes hand in 
hand with our struggles. Creativity is not separate 
from but complements our political practice. After 
we brought out our newspaper eight years ago, we 
then moved into graffiti, and into street actions, or 
formative actions’ as we call ihem r the street for 
us as an important centre of political activity, 
because it allows us to interact with and be in 
permanent contact with people. But our actions 
don’t only take place in the sheets, somelimes we 
occupy ocher spaces. 



At I he beginning, we focused a lot on the 
dictatorship. We mainly use Symbols, rather than 
= bumg explicit. We also use theatre: to symbolise 
" blood, we use red dye: for death, we use crosses; 

\ for joy. we share bread and flowers with people. 

\ We've been doing these kind of actions for a long 
\ time., Two years ago we did a tv programme called 
■ Creando Mujeres which covered the different 
\ issues we work on. wo Touched on the subject of 
[ the dictatorship, on NGOs |hron Governmental 
I Organisations], on work, on ihe question of Justice, 
f For example, we did an action at the Palace of 
Justice where we went In and f riled ihe offices with 
I rubbish. We also touched on lesbianism, Barbies 
racism— ell of which we've worked on, 

Can you talk about your Involve merit with the 
group of tmaip debtors? 

When wo worked on this issue of debt, it was 
no longer Just us — we were working alongside the 
j organisation of debtors which Is a large movement 
whereas we are only a small group. So we had to 
re-think the idea of creative actions been use we 
were working with a very large number of people 
who wanted to get involved in peaceful protest, 
j Later on it turned Into something violent, out of 
1 sheer desperation and a whole host of reasons 
that HI explain later, 

Vife organised more collective actions Where 
everyone took part, women and men. In one of 
them we painted a mural: the people look their 
shoes off, put their feet into paint and then they 
lifted each other up so they could leave their 
footprints on the wall. The children also put their 
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hands Into iho pa ml and left (heir 
hand print s. 

What did this symbolise? 

li symbolised the whole Journey 
that the&e people had made. The 
firs i time we did an action together, 
they had already been in La Fa* for a 
month, from many different districts* 
and they still hadn't come to the 
negotiating table. It symbolised the 
harsh and difficult journey ihm they 
had made. They suffered a lot of 
repression as a movement — in 
another action, we threw ourselves 
on the ground with them in front ol 
(he police $0 (hat we wouldn't be 
attacked. At the end, once an 
agreement was signed thui benefited 
the debtors-, wo organ iscd a kind of 
festival with flowers and bread. The 
children began to share out the 
bread with everyone, a symbol of Ehe 
food of the poor, and of the poor who 
share what they have. 

Can you give you give us some 
background on the debtors' bank 
occupation, and the Involvement of 
Priujeros Crcando In this? 

What happened Is that we had 
■been working very closely with the 
debtors. Their organisation was 
fundamentally made up of womens 
70ft. were women and 30% were 
men, and the leadership was made 
up of women, which is why we 
worked so closely logether. Wo had 
openly denounced the abuse of 
micro-credit m Bolivia* as (here were 
very high interest rates and a lot of 
irregularities In Mie charges. PoopEe's 
debts had doubled and tripled. When 
they arrived in La Pa* they were 
already asking for the forgiveness of 
their debts. We soon realised that 
these were people w i 'O had been 
indebted to micro-credit Institutions 
lor eight nine, or ten years. They had 
been trying to pay olf their debts all 
thts time* but they reached a point 
when they couldn’t pay any more— 
they were bankrupt they didn't have 
a penny left- They had lost their 
businesses, their jobs, their few 
means of production., We realised 
this as we talked to them. 

We organised a range of activities 
with them, from actions io reflecting 



How to Get Your Bank Manager's Undivided 
Attention 

Nearly fitly heads of famines have 
committed suicide* in a sign or 
the desperate situation that 
Bolivia's smell debtors find 
themselves In. The entire family 
of one participant in the protests 
In La Pa/ had agreed before she 
set off to poison themselves 
should anything happen lo her. 

But the debtors were still being 
Ignored, even after 6,000 of Lhem 
had step! on the streets of La P &r, lor three months,, earned 
out cMi disobedience and even attempted to bum some of 
(he banks down. So On (he morning of the 2nd of July they 
resolved to take more drastic fiction. Two hundred people 
occupied the Bank Superintendence lakmg atety staif 
hostage, while ol her groups took over the Episcopal 
Con Terence of Bolivia offices and the People's Defen so 
building, Simultaneously* forty activists and fourteen children 
raided the Archbishop's office In the city of Sucre end 
declared a hunger strike. Some of those at the 
Superintendent^ said that they had nothing lo lose and that 
they were ready to kill them^elvec if the police tried to enter 
the building. They carried molotovs white others were 
swathed In sticks ei dynamite. The luxurious carpels of the 
building were drenched with petrol, and the doors were wired 
wath dynamite. Top-Jevei functionaries of the banking authority 
were lied up in their offices and bundles of dynamite were 
tied lo their bodies to prevent any kind of police intervention. 
The activists wore dozens of dynamite sticks around their 
bodies and some earned old! military firearms. Hundreds of 
police massed outside* and plainclothes officers attempted 
to storm the building, only lo be repelled by dynamite and 
moiotovs. Alter a tense stand-off throughout the dsy a all the 
hoatageB were released at 7.45pm. end the occupiers made 
their escape at 3am, spared from o looming police attack by 
iho presence of hundreds of their fellow debtors. 

At the same time as the debtors' actions, peasant 
farmers wore blockading highways in The Aitipiano region* 
demanding land and an end to neo-liberalism. Alter two of 
them wore killed by government troops, peasant leader 
Felipe Quispo sold: "Now there are no choices left because 
the government does not want dialogue; the government will 
not listen to legal means, to the itemocfatic method. Then 
what else can the poof person do? There is no option but to 
choose more 
revolutionary, more 
hones* methods* and 
those methods are 
waiting under every 
poncho/ in retaliation 
for the death of their 
comrades, (he farmers 
began dynamiting 
otoctriclrty pylons. 
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on issue? such eJs nonviolent direct ocbon, We 
took Id ms along to the place where they were 
slaying in the university. We did courses explaining 
which international institutions were financing ibe 
Bolivian hanks and financial entities* in a tot of 
cases these banks were actually misusing aid 
provided for mlCrO-Cfedlt_ 

The debtors had been in La Paz for 3 whole 
months and all that time they didn't get a chance 
to sit down and be heard by the presidents of the 
associations* of the banks, the private funds, 
mutuals, end NGQs, During this lime, many of 
them fell ill. and many had respiratory infections 
as they had been tear gassed a lot. We brought out 
a newspaper with them and sold it together* so 
that the general public would revise Their opinion of 
the debtors — people were saying lhat they were 
good-for-nothings, who just didn't want to pay their 
debts, Bui then people began to realise that It 
wasn't that simple, and thai in reality the financial 
institutions were committing usury ond extortion, 
that they warn cheating people and exploiting their 
ignorance, making I hem sign coni rods that they 
dadn't understand. 

The debtors became really desperate. We were 
not invoked in the action, because we do not 
agree with using violence, and we didn't actually 
know about it in advance. It was a group that 
decided lo occupy the Superintendent^ We found 
out about the occupation on the radio* and 
immed lately we got involved as we had done so 
much work with them up to that point. One of us 

■ 

! 

Report from the Barrios of Guayaquil. 
Ecuador — Global IMC, August 2001 

What 1 witnessed can onty be described as 
first rale examples of grassroots democracy In 
action, in both barrios, meetings wore convened 
by the president of trie barrio committee to 
discuss I he day's events, people's needs, and 
how io go about meeting them, En one. the 
committee also discussed the blockade they 
had organised to proles! government policies* 
and how they would continue pressing the 
district prefect for access to drinking water. Not 
only was I witnessing an Incredible example or 
self organising to bettor defend rights* it was 
also an incredible example of the activism of j 
empowered women. In both barrios women 
were presidents of their respective committees, 
and the overwhelming majority of committee 
members at the meetings were women. The 
sad reality is the! barno women bear the 
hardest burden of Ecuador's impoverishment. 

Hart the women belonging to one of the 
committees were single mothers presiding over 
small shacks housing up to seventeen children. 



won! to the Supcriniendecy to make sure that 
j violence didn't break out and to try and prevent a 
j massacre from taking place, as the police were 
ready to go in end massacre ihe people inside the 
j offices, Another com panera joined mo negotiating 
table. The participation of Mujeres Creando was 
f fundamental as it was a very tense moment, and 
i in that situation the debtors weren't able to think 
very clearly. We were able to get everyone to sit 
! down together and in the end an agreement was 
reached that benefited the people. They didn’t get 
■ their debts cancelled but a lot was put under 
= scrutiny and the Superinlendency began to look 
: into what was happening with financial institutions 
in relation to mlcnNmdlt, we managed to stop the 
bailiffs seizing people s properly— their houses 
j and their possessions, for TOO days* from July to 
October, in cases where they had complained of 
irregularities, these were revised* and in cases 
where the women had paid out more than they 
should have, this debt was cancelled. There wore 
many successes. 

Ail of these people owed r-ess than $5000* Of 
course there nre many with much larger debts (han 
this but we didn't want to get Involved with them 
as them as they are more capitalist. These people 
! were among the poorest in Bolivia. Now they ere 
j carrying on organising in their communities, 

! Together with Mujeres CteandGv we sro going to 
j organise an international seminar on usury, on 
high interest rales. This is a policy of capitalism, of 
nun liberalism. But these are people who will have 
to continue borrowing money— They have no money 
and no resources, and we need to find a way in 
which micro-credJt can benefit (hem rather than 
making them poorer Wes want to carry on the work 
we have started together, 

What other kinds of acllinns have you organised 
against naoliberaHsmt 

Weil* we’ve also done actions ..against Coca-Cola 
and McDonalds* we’ve brought out publications* we 
were one of (he first organisations to denounce the 
Multilateral Agreement bn investment (MAl| here in 
Bolivia* as o group of women in Germany sent us 
the document which we translated and published. 
Wir have promoted quite a lot about wba I 
happened in Seattle, in Prague. We’ve bad various 
visits from people who were involved and wo ve 
given them the Space lb come and toll us about 
this. 

Da you feel part of a global move merit? 

Vfes, I think so. Vbu know, our aim is no! to 
become the vanguard in any society. We have our 
struggles and we propose the changes we want to 
society and we try to provoke, hut we don't think 
I hat wo are the only ones that are go ing to change 
society — we know that we'll do it w«lh other 
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Water War Victory* In 2000 an inspirational t uprising of the people of Cochabamba managed to kick out 
the American transnational Bechtel, who had bought the city's water supply In a World Banfasupported 
privatisation. Puces immediately rose to match those in the US. in some cases up to 400%. The people 
responded with mass demonstrations of tens of thousands, a general strike and road blockades lasting 
days. They faced thousands of police who al lacked peaceful demonstrators with tear g&s and shot dead 
one 17 year old boy. Street, fighting earned on for days * with hundreds of protesters injured. Faced with 
continued resistance, tn April 2000 ihe government finally gave in &nd the city's water was relumed fo 
public ownership. 



Ofg&nisetions around the worFd and in Bolivia, and 
although we disagree with many forms of 
organisation, we know that it Is a common 
struggle, We also realist Ihat wo havo to struggle 
here where wo ora* in our own society. 

What we want fundamentally is to co-ordunole 
with other autonomous feminists around the world. 
Eh 1998. wo organised the first mooting of 
autonomous feminists from Latm America end Uho 
Caribbean, In Latin America, there Is a division. a 
political split, between the p gender technocrats or 
institutional feminists who work within government. 
of within large MGOs P and the autonomous 
Feminists, We were appointed as the organisational 
com mission for this first meeting of autonomous 
feminists* to deepen our reflection and debates. 
There we looked at globalisal>on in a lot of depth. 
We put forward many alternatives, as autonomous 
feminists from Latin America, and explored ways of 
co-ordinating Our struggles. We plan to organise co- 
ordinated actions with other women, and to go- 
ordinate with other groups such as anarchists and 
ecoEogists* 

We've been in contact with Spanish com pa nur as 
bs well. There ere things that fc minis! women from 



Europe,, from the North, can be active on; for 
example, on the queslion of funding, which comes 
to Latin America in the name of women and is 
always mediated by big NGOs and by governments. 
This typo of solidarity is helpful lo women in Latin 
America and helps lo oomboE colonialism. There 
aro things 1 hi nt we would like women from the 
North to do in their own ecu nines lhat in some way 
helps Latin American women, for example on 
immigration or xenophobia — not as a form or 
chanty, but as part of a joint struggle.* 

Contact 

. 
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One death per weeH, one wounded per 
persecuted unionists, a hundred politic 
stations related to social and union m< 
the balance of the regime, more afroci 
of the military dictatorships 20 years f 



ports of tortures, dozens of 
the closing of radio 
than fix months, that is 
2endn Bolivia since the fall 




The lone of these days is complete mad by the 
media attacks. which criminalise an social protest, 
orchestrating me state's Imposition of an 
economic and political system on socieiy. 
Everything is under the rule of capitalist 
imperial ism, which eierls a rapacious incursion of 
geopolitical domination which clashes with the 
mobilised wrath of the Bolivian proletariat. 

The working class,, which has been on the 
ascent since 2000. IS progressively fortifying Its 
unity and clarifying its objectives. The push of the 
working masses has forced union leaders to join 
the ever more radicalised light of Ihe class which 
is freeing Itself in Bolivia. 

Facing ihe violence of the state and capital. Ihe 
proletariat is defending itself, in the Fast month, 
three soldiers and a policeman have been finished 
off in Chapare; while In Sacra a group of small 
debtors, defending themselves from foreclosure, 
threw gasoline at a squad of police and set them 
on fire, In ihe locality of Pocrlos, thousands of 
border workers- made a group of elite police flee 
and burned ihe border post with Argentina, On 2nd 
February 2002. a march of thousands of workers, 
cocaine farmers, college students, small debtors, 



teachers, healin workers, water workers and 
j workers without retirement, ended up throwing 
\ stones, firecrackers and paint at the police station 
In the city of Cochabamba, in protest at the 
ferocious repression exerted by the elite forces, 

! the ‘dftlmataB'i who are accused oi torturing 

■ political prisoners with electrical charges applied to 
| the gums. Finally a group of young peopFo dressed 

■ in brack throw a homemade bomb, which injured 
five policemen, including 0 senior officer. 

■ Over the last 2 weeks, Cochabamba has 
j become the epicentre o! the protests^ with 

! thousands taking to the streels: raising harncades, 

■ making bonfires, sotting vehicles on fire and 

| attacking shops selling luxury goods, as well as 
j the court building. They laid barbed wire and glass 
j to stop the passage of the brutal body of police, 

! which when it finally arrived, captured even children 
i of 11 years of age and used heavy arms. This fact 
| was cynically accepted by the government minuter, 
i who explained it by saving that they had finished 
their supplies of gas, 

The sociat movement in Cochabamba, which 
includes coca growers, demands the abolition of 
parliament and the formation of a popular 
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assembly. The disturbances exploded after Shu 
expulsion of a member of parliament, the former 
Eva Morales.. He is the onion leader of the coca 
producers; the so called COfiaferoa, who are spread 
over the whole Chapare region and engage in ihe 
growing nf coca leaf, the buying and selling of 
which the government recently decreed ilregai in 
Ihe zone, thereby condemning over 35.000 
families to hunger All this is under the orders of 
Washington and. In the frame of the phoney wer on 
drugs. 

Traditionally, coca has been used tor over a 
ihousand years, end at present large sectors of 
indigenous and mestizo people use it habitually as 
a part of their culture. This is why ihe movement of 
coca growers has described the campaign Of 
eradication and commercialisation of coca os like a 
cultural genocide, So, the troops of the military 
and polite have assassinated more than eighty 
coca growers in this region alone, shoaling and 
torturing several: hundred, besides pillaging and 
burning whole towns. 

The irue intention of capitalist Imperialism, the 
financier of this campaign, Is the control of the 
Amazon and Andes regions, and is one part In the 
strategy of eliminating any social resistance in the 
region. The iron resistance of ihe cocaleros 
movement is partly explained by the flexible 
organization it practices, being based on the 
horizontal communitarian traditions of the Ayllu and 
Ayni, who have a self -managing tradition. 

A similar organisation has also been developed 
by the natives of the plateau, who have added to 
the mobilisation by cutting ihe road routes, 
demanding among other things the expulsion of 
ENRON from the country. Transport routes of 
almost all regions of Bolivia appear to be blocked 
to different degrees. While the green majority of 
routes are cleared by the soldiers by noon, they 
quickly become re obstructed. The significance of 
the interruption is not in the* permanence of the 
barricades, but that it do tors people from using the 
reads as they cuh't be relied upon. Several 
peasant organisations and those of indigenous 
people have warned Ehat the battle for land will be 
more serious than that for coca, because it will 
favour the large landowners of the east as a result 
of the reforms of the political constitution of the 
state. 

The social movement ;ln struggle involves many 
sectors — four days ago even the police of Santa 
Cruz rebelled, demanding food vouchers! Although 
ftj does not act in a very premeditated and 
coordinated manner, solidarity between the 
dtfferenl sectors is a constant and is ehaiiengmg 
ihe government and the faith In bourgeois 
ctanwracy 

The government of President Quiroga is a 
corpse that continues to govern thanks to the 



support of the American Embassy. Its existence is 
paradoxical in a convulsed country with such a 
I great tradition for coups, it is an expression the 
\ times that Latin America Is living in, under the 
• capitalist Imperialistic yoke. The presence of an 
[ opposition which is rooted in the proletarian 
[ movement is imperative, one which is directed 
i towards burying not only the corpse of the Quiroga 
! government, but *eso the slate and capital. None 
! of the leaders of the different movements that are 
: shaking the country are directing their fight beyond 
= the level of revenge, against a regime that unloads 
i the weight of its crisis onto the backs of the 
j workers. These leaders just look after their own 
: privileges. The bureaucracies must be overcome, 
otherwise we will become victim*. of the capitalist 
: crisis that has on the horizon and whose 

consequences wo have already felt. Only a Social 
revolution and the construction of a new society 
con offer a future to the workers who kght B not only 
\ to solve their immediate problems, but also to 
; construct their self-man aged, horizontal, libertarian 
communist future.* 

Contact 

Jfivontudos Ubortofias. Bolivia 
[ Guillem IQ Rivera, PQ Box Sue™. Bolivia 

r Email-- ittt MMiiaarttflLgtf 

I HfeJj: wyrw.nodQ 50. erg/jiit. Iflife* 
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Miners and Maroons in 



Surinam 



Surinam is a little^known country on the 
north eastern coast of South America* 
with a population of only 400,000 
peopte t 90 percent of whom live along 
the coast and in the capital city of 
Paramaribo. The interior is one of the 
last great pristine regions of the 
Amazon, with an area of untouched 
rainforest the size of England and 
Wales, and Is home to six tribes of 
'Maroons' and four Amazonian Indian 
peoples* 

The Maroons are descended from African 
Slavas who made their escape from the colonial 
plantations into the jungle. The forests were their 
refuge from the Dutch colonial powers and quickly 
became central to their survival*. They organised 
independent new comm unities along traditional 
African lines, and their warriors used traditional 
medicines, which they saw as protecting them from 
bullets and giving them immense strength. Like the 
Maroons of Jamaica and the slave army of 
Toussalnl L'Ooverture on Haiti, the Surinam 
Maroons have a proud tradition of resistance, 
having defeated the Dutch aim y with a campaign of 
guerritly warfare in the lEth century. As a result 
the Dutch agreed to leave the interior atone, on the 
condition that not more than six Maroons ait a lime 
visited Paramaribo! 

But this situation was unlikely to last into the 
modern era, tn the mid-1960s as many as 17.000 
Maroons were forcibly relocated to make way for 
the Orokopendo dam and hydroelectric Plant. This 
was intended to provkJu energy lor US company 
Surslco's now aluminium smelter, and to supply 
power to Paramaribo. Many people simply could 
not comprehend that their ancestral: territories 
would tie gone. In exchange for being uprooted, the 
Maroons were given minimal compensation — as 
little as 4 Surinam Guilders for families without 
children. Their new villages consisted of poorly 
ventilated corrugated iron shacks, and high voltage 
power lines ran nearby, while the communities had 
no electricity. They feel they've had no benefits, 
"only sadness"., By contrast, SuraFco and fhe 
government went out of their way to save the 
animals of the affected area, taking great pains to 
capture and relocate them to higher ground. 




Hfftfi Cminry AfrJroott warrior 

One of the resented communities — r^ieuw 
Koffickamp — discovered a huge gold deposit on 
ihclr new land, which they began to work using 
small- scale methods, f These small scale 
operations are not without their problems. They 
account for the majority of gold production in 
Surinam, and thus ihe majority of environmental 
degradation" o.g, mercury contamination and 
fouling of water sources, which leads to malaria 
epidemics.) Given that the government was now 
[ pinning its hopes on gold, as revenues from 
[ aluminium ore were starling to decline, it was 
perhaps Inevitable that Nieuw Koffiekamp would 
l not be allowed to occupy its land in peace. When 
i Canadian mining company Golden Star set up 
I camp in 1994, less than a kilometre from me 
| village, its 800 residents hadn't even been 
: informed that the Gres Rosebel mining concession 
had been granted. Mow they were threatened with 
■ relocation once more. For ihem, this was 

tan! amount to impending cultural and social death 
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for ihoir community; tiu? truest I iink$ with their 
ancestors, Fand and kin — embodied in a network of 
sacred sites and bunal grounds- would bo further 
weakened and even destroyed. As sf the Maroons 
and Indians didn't have enough to contend with 
already, the government also announced three 
huge Fogging concessions of a million hectares 
each, covering 40 percent of Surinam's area. 

Even b^ the standards of I he mining industry, 
Golden Star has an evil reputation, IF operates the 
Omai gold mine, the second largest in South 
America, in neighbouring Guyana. Fn 1995 a dam 
containing waste failed, and the mine leaked 4 
million litres of cyanide into Guyana's principal 
river, the Essequibo. This was the biggest such 
Spill in history* affecting 200 kilometres of the 
river. but according to the company it wasn't a 
‘serious* Impact, merely "one of the many neks of 
doing business They aren't above using trickery 
and Intimidation to obtain their concessions as 
well, When Niouw Koifickamp residents adamantly 
Insisted that they would not too moved again, 

Golden Star got feared former military dictator De$i 
Boy terse to pul pressure on them. Souturse* 
described ss the most powerful- man in Surinam, 
mode public death threats against one of the 




Millions of tonnes of deadly cyanide become a 
new tributary of Guyana's main rfwr, me 
£$5epwbo in 2995. Swiftly declared one of the 
worst mine disasters in history, the cymide 
leaked from the Ome j goto mins owned by 
Golden Star Resources Limited, 




Small scale gold mining tn Surinam B A group of 
Ndjuka Maroon men standing by a deh or fonion 



(wooden dredging device) used to wash gold 
from soil. SeiekikL Surinam, 1995. 

■ 

» Nicuw Koffiokrimp community leader^. At Golden 

I Scar's insistence thousands of small-scale Maroon 
miners were evicted from Gras Rosabel, with 
Surinam's Minister of Justice even threatening to 
carry out eirstukes against the miners if they did 
! nol leave. The company imposed a pass law on the 
villagers, restricting access to their subsistence 
gardens and hunting and fishing grounds in the 
\ concession area, making it difficult for them to 
= survive. The area was patrolled by armed poiiee 
] and private security, who fired Indiscriminately on 
| anyone found In the *one, Golden Star also dug 
= trenches and Greeted a huge earth wall abound 
\ Mieow KofTiekamp. effectively turfc mg the village 
1 off. 

The reaction to Golden Star’s arrival had been 
swift. Fn March 1994 an unidentified armed force — 
the 'Surinamese Liberal Ion Front'— took 26 
hostages and hold ihom at the Brokopondo Dam, 
demanding that the company's permission be 
revoked. Later, the villagers themselves responded 
- to the intolerable provocations they were 
j experiencing by blockading the road to the mining 
\ Camp for five weeks, A struggle ensued when 
\ police attCmpFed to forcibly dismantle l he 

barricade, and 50 of them Tired on the blockade rs,. 

■ 

In August 1995 the Meroons and their indigenous 
j allies held a Gran Krutu {Great Gathering) in which 
: they made a new declaration of autonomy for (he 
I interior, ceiling themselves the Supremo Authority 
{ with the sole power to accept or reject 
: development projects in their region. 

The Maroons feei that if they don't strengthen 
themselves,, the onslaught of foreign multinationals 
will mean that they will enior the second period of 
slavery. Maroon identity is inextricably linked to 
their struii ^Je for liberation from slavery, which is 
always referred; to as the "first time". Even today, 
hundreds of years on, (hey feet that this cannot be 
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Man with fish in 'Environmental Disas ter Area “ 

j 

surrounding the Omai gotti mine. Rsh r birds 
amt mammals far downstream were poisoned 
toy the cyanide and heavy met$l$ such as 
asentc and copper, which can enter the 
foodchain and take j tears to dissipate* 

■ 

■i 

discussed openly without risking severe splnlual 
repercussions — so the prospect of being enslaved 
once more is one of deep catcictysrnlc dread. 

In keeping with their tradition of resistance they 
earned out one of the mosl obscure but successful 
ecological struggles ol recent times, bringing the 
government of Surinam to Its knees in the 1980 s. j 
An aimed rebellion began in 1986 after Desi ; 

Bouterse sought to impose development plans on 
the inlerior, plans that would mean eviction of 
Maroon communities all over again. The Maroons I 
formed the 'Jungle Commandos' end a vicious civil i 
war raged lor six years. Bouterse retaliated by 
launching a series ot atrocities against Maroon 
settlements, most infamously at Moiwana village in 
late 1986 , where 50 unarmed civilians were 

i 

gunned down. To this day the massacre has not 
been Investigated. But the Jungle Commandos j 
forced the government to the negotiating table, by j 
mounting attacks on economic targets which j 

closed down the aluminium industry, even 
managing io cut off power from Che Broke pondo 



dam. This struck at the very heart of Surinam's 
economy.. 

A tenuous peace was declared In 1992 t with the 
promise of "Economic Zones' for the Maroons and 
Indians — supposedly securing their land rights and 
community development. But as Nieuw 
Koffic karri p's experience shows, the promises that 
the Maroons had fought so herd for were betrayed. 

Within a few short years, Surinam had chosen 
to prostrate itself before Ihe multinationals again, 
As of late spring 2002 the mine at Nieuw 
Koffiekamp Mas shit not been constructed. For the 
last five years the low price of gold on international 
markets has made it economically unfeasible and 
kept the community hanging on by a thread. 
Construction is due to start in the near future, and 
(he villagers are split over whether to finally give tn 
So relocation h having been worn down by the long 
yearn of struct against the mine. Half (up to 75) 
of all Ihe other indigenous nnd Maroon vill ^ed in 
Surinam are menaced! by similar mining 
concessions, and their fete rests on Nieuw 
tfoffie hemp's fight for survival. The government will 
not waver from fcis viow of (huso communities as 
squatters* who can be moved on at will,. Any other 
attitude mighl endanger "investor confidence' and 
the all-important project of liquidating Surinam's 
rich biological and cultural diversity.* 

Contact 

Forest Feopima Programme/ Fore si Peoples 
Project 

1c Fosse way Business Centre 
Stratford Road 
Moroianin-Mnmh GL 5 & 3 NQ 

m 

Web; w WWjQfti&W&QPt&J&QfM 
Email: tp&wfmwim *we erg 



i if rrSf 




t tii] 









*r» Jr . y»L«jr - 

f 3rT\ H i 



A 3 Many? 

! lev Tm. /V 












roons in the Guianas see 



themselves as one people... it 
provides for a great deal of solidarity. 
— Gaanman Gazon Matodja, 
paramount leader of the Ndjuka 
Maroons, Surinam f 1992 
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As part of the movement for women's liberation In the second half of the 20th 
century, women came together to question the way a medical elite has controlled 
and defined women's health and disease* They looked at the way a male-dominated 
medical profession — as part of the rise of the patriarchal church and state — was 
Imposed over existing; healing traditions in Europe. 



In order for this new medicine to establish use if. 
it had 10 subordinate nie knowledge, skuts and 
autonomy of female lay heaiors who had neon mo 
mein source or care up to that point. During Etio 
witch hunts of the 14lh art d 15(h centuries* 
thousands upon ihousands of women were horned, 
in port for their capacity to treat the sick, help 
women with birth control and abortion, and 
support women during childbirth, women also 
looked at how indigenous heeling practices had 
been {and continue to be) desiroyed as a mult of 
colonialism and Imperialism, 

Liko the general consciousness-raising groups 
that formed the basis or the women's liberation 
movement, women created small sel-t-help groups 
and cifnics for the exchange of experiences and 
Information around hearth. They saw the need to i 
challenge existing notions of health and reel am 
knowledge that had been destroyed or guarded by 
so cal led experts. Women examined their bodies 
together, shared insrghls, found self-help remedies 
to many common hearth problems and began 
spreading ideas. Various groups of women also put 
topi her publications that really addressed 



women’s needs, including realistic drawing* and 
photos of their bodies, along with all the relevant 
information that had boon explored. 

A couple of years ago a few women m Brighton, 
inspired by so many of those Ideas and 
publications, sol up a women's health collective. 
Dosprte the many complexities, we met weekly and 
were able to share and explore some foeliy radical 
things. We met to gather information and 
experiences around health (in the broadest sen so 
of the word) and Id understand it m a political: 
context. Wo were looking at how capitalism, racism 
and patriarchy make people sick. We also looked 
at how the ‘Mew Age movement" distorts the 
potential of alternative medicine by selling the idea 
i hat we can heal ourselves in isolation, without a 
larger collectave movement for change. 

it was the first time for most us that we had 
talked in depth about our health;: about mental and 
spiritual health, anatomy, sexuality, sexual health, 
menstrual cycles, pregnancy, abortion, and 
experiences of the medical system^ etc. As a 
colP-eciive we did self-examinations together and 
found ways to treat our solves with herbs, message 
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arm general support. We have also been able to 
support some women through herbal abortions. os 
we hod access to Important books and could give 
daily support. AFthough we do not meet weekly eny 
more. wf’re still trying to produce some sines of 
Information we've researched and put on some 
more workshops. If you want more details of these, 
or to contact the authors of this artk:le. you can 
email us art: 

an archaf emin isthea Iihffyahoogrpup5.co. u k 

More Information 

This information Is still very marginalised, so 
it's important that these Ideas should be shared 
as much a* possible, For more dermis on the 
women's health movement. radical critiques of 
health, as wall as good OfY health advice, have a 
look at: 

A New View of n Woman’s Body 1 by The Federation 
of Feminist Women's Health Centers (Fo minis! 
Health Press, 1995). ISBN O 96299 45 02. We 
cannot recommend this book enough, It - s hard to 
get in the UK, but me authors of this piece will be 
ab to to supply copies soon, if you want more 
details get in touch with: Bookshop Collective. e/o 
The Cowley Club, 12 London Road. Brighton BN1 
4JA P UK. 



: 



Herbal Abortion: 4 Woman s Guide ro QtY Abortion 
complied and edited by Anwen (Godhaveh Ink. 
2002). Costs £2.50 f including postage) from: 
Godhaven ink. Rooted Media. The Cardigan Centre, 
145-149 Cardigan Road, Leeds LSB ILL UK. 



B 

[ Hotpaniz: QtY Gynaecological Herbal Remedies. 

: Costs around USt3.00 from: Hotpantz CP, 87 1 P 

■ SuoC. G Qc, H2L 4L6. Canada. 

f 

Wrtcbes, Afldwjves and Nurses: 4 Hrsfory of 
l Women Healers by Barbara Ehrenrelch and Dekdre 
j English (The Feminist Press,. 1973). ISBN 0 91 
j 2670 134. Available for £1.50 from- re pressed 
j distribution, 145 Cardigan Road, Leeds, LSB IU, 

| UK. 

Also worth looking oc are these two Incredible web 
: sites: 

I www.gBaeltiBg.cpm/atBter mub/ 

Sister Zeus Is essential if you ore over thinking 
of doing a herbal abort ion, and it also has an 
email support group. 

For sp&CuFums coin act:. Women's Health London, 
l 12 Featherstono Street, London EC1Y 8RT, UK. 
Telephone: 020 7251 6333* 



Merls 



Using herbs is a very important way of 
regaining soma control over our health, Picking 
is easy as the common wuid herbs like.' nettle, 
mkn. older flower, hawthorn, fennel and marigold 
grow almost everywhere in the UK, Remember to 
never pick from a plant that has no neighbour, 
and always leave enough for the plant lo provide 
for itself, as well as for others {not 
just humans) to use. 

Nettle 

Possibly l he most useful 
and easiest herb you can 
get your hands on. Pick 
in the Spring before ft flowers 

and gets too hardy, The top 
few leaves ere the 
boat. Hang to dry In a 
warm dark place, and 
once dried, store m an 
airtight jar. Nettle is 
one of the best tonics, rich in iron 
end vitamm C. Dunk lots of this If you are 
generally feeling weary, 
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Raspberry Leaf 

This Is by far one 
of the best uterine 
tomes, It stimulates 
menslruai flow by toning 
the ovaries and uterus, as 
well as Improving their 
functions. Can relievo 
cramps and regulate flow, 
and It's also good for 
diarrhoea, hormonal problems and pregnancy,, 
You can pick I ho leaves through the growing 
season, and dry them for use for the rest of the 
year. 

The Complete Miosttaled Hemal: A Safe and 
Practical Guide fo Mekfng and Ustng Herbal 
Remedies by David Hoffman (Parragon. 1999), 
ISBN 1 84164 167 7. 

Bertram's Encyclopedia of Herbal Medicine: 
The Definitive Guide 10 the Herbal Treatment of 
Diseases by Tfhomas Bartrwn (Robinson, 2001). 
ISDN 1 SS4B7 586 8, 
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]n the last few years, there has been a smalt wave of new radical social centres in 
Britain. A number of people Involved In Earth First! and the direct action scene 
have been involved in opening these co-operatively owned and managed spaces. 
Some of these places are up and running, others are stfll In the early stages. As Is 
healthy in any movement, there are different views on this subject. Here we 
present two different pieces, one critical of these social centres and another from 
someone heavily Involved In one of the new projects. 



social ©is_centres 

rii 

Mortgages* loans* investment* property development, licence applications, 
accountancy, endless legislation* business plans, backbiting, membership lists* the 
dead time absorbing activists and the debt, oh the debt! 



Welcome to legal social centres! Have a 
pleasant stay.. The Cowley Club in Brighton just 
opened. It's a posh looking bar. Ft has a bookshop, 
the prices- are cheaper than normal, the from door 
of the building is made of Indonesian hardwood 

I (Solidarity South Pacific?!} and the plants were 
bought at fkea. n has no dedicated meeting space 
(yeti, only the bar arts— revealing ms priorities in 
Hie design. In themselves, legal social centres are 
what they are; a social enterprise — CflKl P bars, 
possible gathering spaces, But the d dinger is that. 



springing up on the back of the direct action 
movement, they will divert activist lime and energy 
into on essentially non-radical and liberal project A 
j project perceived. by dint of association* as a 
radical social space, 

j The Cowley Club is not Ihe only new legal social 
j centre. There ss the Sumac Centre in Nottingham, 
which has filled a community space loft behind by 
I he now defunct Rainbow Centre. The i in 12 Club 
; in Bradford is a longstanding example of a regal 
club, The recent social centre boom has taken a 
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lot of lime and ■energy in the last couple of years, 
and caused some tension amongst those involved 
(directly and indirectly), in a w^ry, people feel they 
have had to take sides as people's politics are \ 
thrown into Sharper relief, An example of this Is 
some of the discussions that have emerged, the j 
sudden imposition of legal hurdles and ownership j 
allowing more liberal concepts to push into the j 
agenda: should people be paid or not, the merits j 
of CCTV, how the need to appear to he a legitimate i 
cate and drinking hole means that people should i 
perhaps refrain from offering too many hardcore \ 
hooks in the library or bookshop or from holding l 
radical meetings or events 'for a while', j 

The Sumac Centre considered asking people not \ 
to hold Earth FrrstF Winter Moot meetings mere 
due to the ihreai of not getting their bar license. 

We were collectively requested to respect the fact 
that the Sumac Centre was In a vulnerable position 
and did not want to be too obviously connected 
with | he Moot- While I respect many of the radical; 
people involved In l he creating and running of the 
space, this request implied that we were obliged to j 
have some allegiance to It &s a project, even j 

though we had not been able lo use ri for the 
purpose for which we thought n had partly been \ 

created. Instead there is a sense of coercion ] 

attached to these centres, from 'drink here rather 
than elsewhere, comrade', through to "donl set up 
free squatted spaces that might compete'. These j 
notions coupled with walking on eggshells ground 
the demands of legislation results In policing. An I 
Insidious seif-poitcipg of radical agendas by those j 
more willing lo make concessions, creating division 
and fucking around with grassroots support — no 
'room at the inn" for autonomous groups who j 

potentially compromise me legal siatus of the \ 

centre. I 

How do we fighi against property speculation 
find ownership. gcntriflcntJon, and corporate public j 
space with a legal social centra that has more in 
common wi|h these things than not? How can we 
engender radicalism In our society if people's first \ 
point of contact w>lh nommam stream politics is a 
space built on compromise, which exists only = 

because the slate says it Can? The bricks and 
mortar, the signatures on legal and financial I 

papers, the $WP stylo membership structure, the j 
boredom on the faces of volunteer staff paying off = 
the bank, the ghetto —all these things that come 
with toeing the line, turn our politics Into rhetoric. 
Running a legal social centre is. at best, ihe [ 

equivalent ol wt>rk*ng fo/ an NGO. 

It may bo "green h money that has enabled 
people to build them, but pursuing social change 
through the mainstream means being forced to 
acquire "skills" applicable to the terms and 
conditions of mainstream ventures. It means 
creating a respect able business to gain the 




confidence of investors. What does any Of this 
have to do with a movement in revolt against the 
machinery of capital and which lights iho idea of 
exclusion and powerEessness based on social, 
political and economic leverage? 

But r we near the Management Committeos cry. 
these centres are for the people, they are 
welcome, It is their space loo. Well so rt o f r but 
tat 1 * take the idea of membership. If meet mgs do 
take place In The Cowley Club, for example, and 
run into bar lime, those etlendmg the meeting 
must sign in to the club. Wo complain about a tack 
of security In our culture and then set up 
formalities requiring people lo put their name* and 
addresses to political activity. The idea also clearly 
promotes the feeling that other people ere In 
charge of your access to social space P either 
alienating you from, that space because you aren't 
8 member or Irom those outside the space if you 
are- Furthermore, buying £400,000 buildings is not 
something everyone can do, it does not empower 
other people to do the same, it only perpetuates 
the idea that some people ore consumers 
dependent On the product of those, the elite, who 
have the power and connections lo access 
resources that most people can't. People can 
'work" for the centres, ihey can get nominated into 
ihe inner circle, the decision-making body, but how 
challenging, radical or empowering a process is 
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that? A squalled social centre or an action esn 
inspire us and we can do il ourselves too. 

ti we think we need access points' for now 
people to bo inspired by our political perspective h 
Then surely Pus is best achieved through practising 
direct action— not through acquiring crippring 
mortgages, obeying a myriad oi regulations set by 
the state and spending years doing OlV of Eho 
conventional sorl. The energy that has gone into 
iugal social centres doling wlial has been an 
action-quiet couple of years might well have found 
other avenues for action bad a tot of very energetic 
people not been engaged in property development. 
And it doesn’t stop when the comm h$ J up and 
running’,, as the mantra goes. 

My best experience of a social centre (A Spire in 
Leads] ha my counter-argument, I like A Spire — a 
lot. And although I haven't personally been to 
them, the OK CaT£ in Manchester end Radical 
Dairy in London ana projects that through the If 
process and their inherent conflict with the stale 
have been truly radical and desirable spacos. 
Squatted spaces are temporary autonomous zohes 
reclaimed rrom property owners and* councils. They 
explode through the cracks in the system and 
when they are crushed— often forcibly — they leave 
pieces of themselves everywhere* In the hearts Of 
the people who went there. In new behaviour. now 
alliances, new thoughts. They are a practical 
attempt to get free from the state r to be free from 
the compromises and crcepung obedience of a 
legal space.. 

Everyone there holds the squatted space 
together, with no forma! membership- no 
nomi nation 5 P no rulebook, just based on a self- 
determined responsibility for each other and the 
people who may use or simply neighbour the 
space. As a radical project, the group process of 
working together Eo choose and crock a building, 
open If up* decide whai It's going to do and run It 
until an eviction, develops collectivity, 
responsibility, mutuality and autonomy, n 
has no management committee. Just a 
bunch of people who've come together, 
it does not have to make money, no one 
gels paid for anything, there are no 
legal rules or bureaucratic 
strangleholds limiting what can be 
done with the space beyond those 
m internally discuss and evaluate. 

After much discussion about 
whether to be selling anything at ail, 

ASpIre had a realty cheap bar with 
proceeds going direct to various 
radical projects (not to "pay off 
debts and the mortgage’) but you 
could bring your own too. it had a 
donatioriSHcaf^ {with shipped and 
stolen food)i, a free shop, an indoor 




skating romp, m art space, and many meeting 
spaces. It was radical to a level that I believe a 
legal social contra can never be. 

It is radical because the squatted social centre 
endeavours to get to the heart of the matter by 
removing itself from questions of legality and 
compliance- The space is lord bare. The people 
that occupy the space are lard bare. Each squat, 
each A- Spire or OK Caf6 or Radical Dairy is a new 
world- Psychologically* the space is liberating. It is 
an action. It is about clearing a way through formal 
structures and accepted ways of organising social 
spaces. It is about how we relate to each other 
outside the dominant system- It Is hard enough to 
explore fundamental questions of social 
transformation, process, mutuality, inclusively, and 
hard enough to break down ingrained power 

structures and behaviours in a squatted spate 
which has gone a iong way to clearing its head of 
legal constraints end practical ownership, but H Is 
even harder to find thou the questions if you still 
shuffling along head and shoulders bowed under 
the added weight of lego I end stale apparatus or to 
reach anything resembling autonomy- 
The squatEed social centre is radically 
politicising in and- of itself. As radicals, we try to 
challenge or bypass laws, regulations, routine, 
hierarchy. Not -only this, but I would argue that by 
desrring and seeking permanence through legal 
social centres, in a sense we collaborate with the 
system. Every time we leave the stale behind* 
every time we accept that whet we have created an 
a squatted space may get moved on,, we confirm 
our refusal of the system because we understand 
I hat the slate will only allow to be permanent that 
which is compliant, corrupt,, of no threat.. By 
accepting transience, by re evaluating a desire lor 
permanence in a world we wish to move on from, 
we expand our ability and desire to transform Ehe 
world os it is into whet we want it to be? The 
temporary autonomous row is 
characterised by an intensity, 
militancy find dynamism only possible 
under those cl rcu instances. For Ehe 
time it exists* it is everything— not a 
daily or weekly shift in a permanent 
space. 

In my experience, people are very 
different In a squatted social 
contie. They are more open 
and creative* more 
communicative and 
questioning. While doing the 
bar at a Spire one night i spent 
a long Ume talking to a young guy 

who d Just left 

foVA LCLRi prison and 
fti i£HDL¥ heard that A 

Spire was 
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Happening llhla is a very important word — a legal 
social centre doesn t happen I h fhot It was pretty 
cool and decided to give it a go even i hough he 
didn't know anyone involved. He ! d never 
experienced anything ilka It and was 
really excited. I was excited too 
and we talked for hours about 
our lives, and politics and the 
politics of the space- I don't 
hear those conversations 
happening at the Cowrey 
Club, and Tm pretty sure 
mat had It been a legal 
social centre with regular 
chentele and Sign-up book, 
this guy might well not 
have come in, would 
certainly not have 
bean that excited by 
it and i doubt whether 

1 would have 
communicated wilh 
him in The way I did- There would hove been less to 
talk about for a start- A job is so much loss 
exciting and dynamic than an action. 

Thai intensity creates an explosion of political 
understanding and bonding that is harder to 
achieve In a permanent, legal space. When the last 
A-Spire was evicted, tt brought everyone together, il 
introduced people to crackdown by the State. It 
wasn't rhetoric. It wasn't an eviction described to 
someone new to evictions over morning coffee or 
read in a book, it was a clear and actual political 
Situation., an experience of "us against them", 
inspiring solidarity. It was difficult yai invigorating. If 
the Cowley Club or the Sumac Centre got closed 
down, fc believe it would divide rather than unify. We 
would probably see blame put on the heads of 
ocher people in the community rather than on the 
authorities- It would be a cause of resentment 
between those who have pot money and work into 
It end those who have transgressed', who have 
'disrespected 1 the space. 

To me, the fegal social centre is a worrying 
development, selling the illusion of a politicised 
and radicalising public space when in fact it can by 
its very nature be nothing of the sort. It poses 
about in a hoody end mask keeping pretty well 
clear of the front line. The desire for accessible 
space Is the same desire that underpins 
autonomous- squatted spaces — to reach out 
beyond the ghetto. But selling down roots in 
polluted ground is not going to develop healthy 
politics or healthy commu miles. They are a soil -out 
and a buy-m. We already compfomise oo so many 
things [from a place to Irve. to schooling our kids). 
Surely we can conspire to at least keep our public 
spaces radical and admit that if we have to make 



that many compromises to keep them, thon they're 
probably not worth having? 

Diftctalmer: This piece probably contains factual 

errors, emissions, wild 
swooping statements, 
vicious lies and blissful 
abuse of 

punctuation! it's an 
opinion piece. In terms 
of the ethos and spirit of what 
I think 'we 1 stand for 
and what I would like to 
see in society In general, 
i stand by the caution 
^nd criticism expressed in 
this piece regarding the 
inherent liberalism and dangers 
of entering establishment space. 
A culture of tense whispers has 
grown up around the recent legal 
social centres: l hope this article will open up 
space for more discussion about what legal 
social centres should expect from the communities 
they demand energy end allegiance from, and i 
hope that we can distance ourselves enough from 
these extremely stressful and confusing projects to 
reflect more deeply on the political character of the 
spaces we are creating. 4 
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The last coupte of years have seen a few social centres with an anarchist and 
radical ecological outlook opening up by buying their premises, with other similar 
projects aiming to open soon. These spaces have been created to fulfil a need that 
has been felt for a long time — the need for social spaces under our collective 



control. 

I What gotdbi on (here can be as varied as the 
people involved,. but a few current uses that spring 
to mind are— cheap ban cheap cate, library, 
info&bop, space for meellhgs, gigs, film shows, 
kids' events, self defence toss ions, office space, 
Mismanaged housing, advice and solidarity lor 

1 benefit and work problems, and nol least an easily 
accessible way for people to wander In off the 
Strom and find all thial 

So lor* so good, bul there are two main weys of 
getting a building to house these kind Of eel ivi ties. 
The first is to buy one, as has started happening 
recently, the second is to squat one, 1 All things 
bemg equal, lt l s obviously a better idea to Just 
occupy what we need than Jt la to borrow loads of 
money and buy some where, Unfortunately though,, 
all things are not equal, and the*e are different 
I4 problems with both options. 

The problems Involved in buying a building are 
fairly obvious. lypiicaEly, the buildings have been 
bough! with money from 'green* or 'ethical 1 banks, 
* co-opuT^nve support groups such as Radical 
Routes, and small loans from groups and 
Irauviduais, all of which involves a few poopEo 
dealing with a lot of bureaucratic bollocks. There 
ere various state agencies Iq deal with, although 



this is mostly during the renovations stage (fife arid 
: building standards regulations etc.). Once the 
centre's open there's much less of this, with the 
[ two main exceptions of keeping accounts, and 
alcohol sales. For the latter you need a licence, 

: you nave to keep to certain opening hours tunless 
: you Vo some where where lock-ins are common of 
{ course) and if (he bar runs as a members club 
people have to give a name and address when they 
Join, and sign in with that name when they come 
\ for a pint. Most importantly though, there can he a 
need to make a certain amount of money every 
i month to pay the debts off (although this con come 
■ largely, or entirely* from rental income from 
] housing, he. probably from housing benefit). 

There are also problems with squatting the 
spaces we need. the main one being that whatever 
I you do Isn't going to be there very long! Before 
] gattmg involved in a (hopefully) more permanent 
i space, l"d been part of lots of squatted social 
i centres, which lasted for an average of four to six 
| weeks each. While they were there, they were often 
great places, and sometimes shithoies, but I got 
very frustrated by the constant moves. Temporary 
Autonomous Zones {TAZs) sound good on papers, 
but I'm @ lot less keen on them when waiting for 
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angry builders and cops to show up first (ding in 
the morning, after shift ing everything across town 
In shopping trolleys, four weeks after you lost went 
through the ptocess, The first time fit's an 
adventure, the tenth tints ct L s a pain in the arse, 
Inevitably, this kind of hassle means that there are 
long periods when there's no space or this- kind 
around at all. When i tie space does exist there's 
usually no incentive to develop the building 
much— if it's going to be evicted 
soon, why bother to fl* the toilets, 
or make It wheelchair 
accessible? And if 
somebody wants to sort Out a 
venue for a gig, or a talk in a 
month's time, the best we 
can say is that there mrgnr 
be somewhere for it.., 01 
course none of this is a 
problem with squatting Itself* 

It's more 0 reflection of the correal weakness of 
the movements that squat buildings, fteslstanoe 
movements In other times and pieces have boon 
able to take and hold the spaces ihey needed, and 
that is something I want to see developing hero 
and now. Squatting in the current situation is 
certainty one way of trying to move cowards this, 
but it's not the only way. 

Some problems can potentially arise with any 
social centre, whether it's squatted or not. For a 
start, there's always some people who have the 
time, inclination, and energy io pul more into a 
centre (or any other project} than most* and it's 
hard to run things in a way that means these 
people aren't seen as the de facro leaders. 
Certainty, having no formal structures !$ no 
guarantee that this situation won't arise. The fear 
of repression causing a moro or less subtle self- 
policing within cam res can also be a problem, 
whether it's fear of losing a licence,, or fear of 
provoking an eviction, il'vo heard similar seniiments 
expressed in squats, el her social centres and read 
camps, and irs a tendency that we should beware 
of — while it s not Always clever to shout about 
whai we're doing, these kind of considerations 
shouldn't put us off doing things that we‘d 
otherwise want to do. Another common problem is 
the ghEttolsatlofi of social spaces, whether 
deliberate or unintentional. Creating spaces where 
we can put some of our ideas into practice 

also moans I here are more 
possibilities for 
reconnecting 
radical 

politics to the 
working class 
communities 
y around us. 
Nol so much 





by 'getting our icfeo& across ', 4 but by providing a 
way for different people pissed off with ihe way 
things are to mecl, talk and act together, and a 
resource for people to explore their own ideas. 
Obviously, t-hts can only happen in soeral centres if 
people come to them, and centres need to l>e 
welcoming. In my experience If/s not class war or 
riot posters on the walls that put most people off. 
it's feeling like you need to have a certain haircut. 

or be a certain age* or be middle class 
(to give h few common 
examples) that excludes people., 

IN or does exclusivity have much 
to do with legalHy — squats can 
be accessible places on the 
high street; just as bought 
buildings can be exclusive 
hangouts for a par tied nr scene. 
I p d like nothing better than to 
see the emergence of a 

movement strong enough to occupy the spaces it 
needed and keep thorn for as long as they were of 
user But that movement undeniably isn't here now. 
Whal is hero now is u movement that needs space 
l for its activities,, space for living our lives. 

; Sometimes that space is squatted and temporary, 

\ sometimes it's in co-operatives and less 

temporary, i don't $ue a conflict between the SwO — 
more stable bases should be a way of fome riling 
: and co-ordinating action, inoluding squatting. At the 
| moment r they're- not likely to conflict, because 
j squats don't last long enough to p compeEo — if 
squats do become able to fulfil the same functions 
l as more long term centres, then I'll be the first to 
celebrate and throw the mortgage repayment forms 
j In the bknl^ 

\ Notes 
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SOCjAL, centres 



Autonomous Centre of Edinburgh 

17 West Mo-fllgomer y Plaice 
Edinburgh EH 7 5HA 
Tel: 0131 557 6242 

Web- www.ouiQnonwu kJMflJUfa 

Draws together many campaigns for social and 
ucq logical issues Into a 
revolutionary struggle to 

Overthrow capllaHlsmE 

The Cowley Club 

12 London Road 
Brighton BNl 4jA 
Social cun! re in Iho heart of 
Brighton with members bar, vegan 
caffe arid radical bookshop. Has 
regular events, 

London Action Resource 
Centre fLARC) 

62 Fleldgale Street 
London El 1E5 
Tel: 020 7377 9088 
Email: mtotfiontfonarc.ora 
web; 

Collectively run building providing computers, roof 
garden, reference library and space for non- 
hierarchical projects for radical social change. 




In 12 Club 

21-26 Albion Street 
Bradford BDi 2LY 
Tel: 01274 734160 
Email: info^lin l2.com 
Web: 

Anarchist-managed social centre 
with cheap beer, punk gigs, 
information and resources, 

Warzone 

3 5 Donegal Lane 
Beffos! 

Tel: 028 902 44640 
Email: acplfitf dial .plpcft.cq rn 
web: WWW, m ar Unx,deinon,co.uk/ 
about, him 

Anarchopunk social centre that's 
been going since 1984. includes 
a cafe, gig space, practice room, 
food coop, recording studio, arts 
studio etc. 

The Initiative Factory 

29 Hope SlreeE 
Liverpool 
LI 9BQ- 

Tel: 0151 709 2148 



Sumac Centre 

245 Gladstone Street 
fSlotlingham NG7 6HH 
Tel: 0845 458 9595 
Email: sumfletfv o g gt . nr g . uk 
Web: www.wggina^g^ui^fain bow/walcome.htni 
Vagan cafe, bar, radical information, resource 
library and space for radical events. 

56® Infoshnp 

56 Crompton Street 
London SE17 3AE 
Email: 56a^Saf etvCat.org 
webi www.safe tveat .oray 56a 
Radical bookshop, anarchist af chive, wholefood co- 
op and bike workshop, 

Kebele Community Centre 

14 Robertson Road 
Eastville 
Bristol BS5 6JY 
Tel: 0117 939 9469 
Email: infotfkebeto.org 
web: wwwAc&elc ,ot£ 

Ex-squatted social centre wi|h cafe, bike workshop, 
anarchist library, housing co op end more. 



Email: doc kers@gp.aoo.org 
Web: .aoc .org/i mtf actor y 

i Club run on co-operative principles by sacked 
Liverpool Dockers. Profits go towards an 
\ employment-training centre. 

The Autonomy Club 

84 b Whitechapel High Street 
S London El TQX 

Tel: 020 7247 9249 

Mew social centre in the East End sbarrng tho 
some building as the long-running Freedom Press 
bookshop, dlstro and publishers. 

We haven't listed 
squatted social centres 
because they move and 
change frequently. For 
Information of these, you 
Could try contacting the 
London Social Centres 
Metwork: 

Email: londpnscngMhw.]gQ»ub 
Discussion list: 

tendons tn-fofum-subsc ribe^-lists . ri seu p,net 
Events Hst/newsietier: 
tandon&co^venis-subftE: rib&tf li sts, rl seup.net 
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Throughout the Pacific Rim wild nature and wild culture are under attack. Loggers 
tear down the forests. Mining corporations rip open chasms In the earth. Stateless 
tribal societies are either exterminated or assimilated. But against the death 
culture rehellion grows. The victorious eco-in stirred ion In Bougainville, and the 
strengthening indigenous resistance In West Papua are just two examples. 



For ten years the British radical ecological 
nnovament has taken inspiration from Pacific 



Struggles * and in return has carried Cut sporadic 
solidarity actions against companies and 
embassies. In the middle of 2002 many decided 
we needed to consolidate to make sure we give 
nwrc consistent suppo *L Since then actions and 
support work has blossomed. Listed below are just 
some of the solidarity actions that we in S$P 
(Brighton) have received reports about. 

Papuan Prisoner Picket 126/0^/02! In response 
to the arrest of Papuan Highland activist Benny 
Wenda. a three- person picket is held at the 
Indonesian Embassy in London. Getting there just 
before opening, the masked picketeers succeed In 
turning away quite a few freaked-out embassy staff 
and visitors. It lake* the Diplomatic Police an 
incredible 45 minutes to turn up— despite being in 
Grosvenor Square round the corner' Four months 
later Benny escapes from jail. 

Palm Bombs (00/20/02) Toyota are responsible 
for logging in west Papua, a position chat marks 
them out as clear enemies both of nalur£ and of 



the tribal people whose? land is Fogged. One of their 
main UK bases near ftedhHI was visited and the 
front covered in red paint, 

RTZ Blockaded in North Wales (OB/ 10/02) 
Anglesey Aluminium was blockaded for nearly sin 
i hours by a group of 15 people making novel use of 
■ a clapped out mini- van and h tripod, The van. laden 
with two cement filled oil barrels wus towed in at 
- 0.30am before irrevocably- and finally, breaking 
; down outside the main entrance to the aluminium 
j smelting plant, ‘Someone stuck their hand through 
; a hole in the side panel and locked onto One Of the 
! barrels. The other barrel fell through a hole in the 
j floor of the van., tyres deflated on account of their 
: being slashed and another person stuck their arm 
1 in and clipped on. So. thal wasn’t going anywhere 
j for a while. A long tailback rapidly ensued. 

| Meanwhile a scaffold tripod went round the back 
j entrance just In case anyone had sneaky ideas 
| about slipping In or out that way. After a couple of 
j hours the plant opened an unbeknown third narrow 
I entrance, allowing light freight and traffic access, 
hut larger, heavier vehicles were prevented from 
entering or leaving for anolher 3 1/2 hours. A large 
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number of police arrived but no arrests a tuw mado, 
Anglesey Aluminium ore 51 percent owned by Rio 
Tinto Ztno (RTZ) who jointly own the Freeport mine j 
in wo>sl Papua— the worlds second largest copper 
ming and l he largest proven gold deposit, worth 
S4G billion. I 

Indonesian Embassy Occupation (09/10/02) The [ 

Indonesian Embassy in London was occupied in 
solidarity wd h the people o f West Papua, Occupiers 
chained themselves to railings ^ a third floor j 

window shouting "Papua M&rdeka" (Freedom for j 

Papua) to the on-looking crowd, The Indonesian flag 
was pulled down and the Papuan "Morning Star’ 
flag was about to be raised when Indonesian ] 

officials dragged the flag raiser who had climbed up 
the side of the building back into the embassy- a 
group of activists gal hared outside with banners 
reading "Free West Papua 1 and "Victory to the 
0PM'. The building remained occupied for nearly an 
hour. Four were arrested. 

New Tribe Misjrinn. -trios Roidcri (11/10/02} More 
than fifty people took direct action against the Mew 
tribes Mission (NTM} UK Headquarters In Grimsby, j 
In solidarity With resistant indigenous people Of the j 
Philippines and Papua, NtM have stated thal they j 
intend to preach Eo every tribe on the planet by i 

2025, such as the Agta of Northern Luzon and j 

tribes in Mindanao. NTM build airstrips in jungles, ! 
have their own pianos to ferry Hrst missionaries 
and than businessman. Coca Cora and the military, j 
First comes Christianity and then corporations, ] 

Indigenous movements in West Papua have 
declared missionaries one of the 'Four Enemies of 
Tnbal People' and say that they are as responsible 
as mining or logging companies for ecological and j 
cultural destruction. 

The activists visited ni m wearing West Papuan j 

masks, tnvaded and occupied the offices. They ' 

severely outnumbered the missioi vines working 
there. Essential information and equipment was 
removed which will prove valuable to research for 








"We arc not terrorists! 
We do nol want modern 
lifel We refuse any 
kinds of development: 
religious groups,, aid 
agencies, and 
governmental 
organisations,. Just 
Leave Us Alone, 
Please?"— The 
Liberation Army of the 
Free Papua Movement 
(TPN/GPM) 

"This is a popular 
ecological revolution 
that evolved from an 
act of self defence * we 
could tolerate the mine 
no tongor, We couldn't 
stand idle and so we 
set up a militant type 
organisation to contain 
what the security 
forces w^re doing to 
US, " — Bougainville 
Revolutionary Army 
(BRA) 

"We are the eco* 
warriors of the Third 
World country, ,, So I 
puJied the GM crops 
and stomped with my 
feat. What I felt was. 
This is ill So this is the 
poisonous one, if must 
be annihilated!’ - — 
Davao EFj [Philippines! 

resistance to NTM. Other people sabotaged and 
damaged essential computer hardware, software 
and other office equipment; others argued with 
workers: others demonstrated outside or in the 
village nearby with banners,. A liming device was 
planted in a toilet that rater opened a valve on the 
cold water supply leading to> flood damage during 
Friday night end Saturday morning, A|j the 
protestors left the scene without arrest* although 
missionaries attempted — and failed — to stop 
people leaving. Following the action the cult pulled 
some strings and the cops raided nearly half a 
dozen properties over a period of four months. 
Around twenty people were arrested, but police 
attempts to ir&me people failed, and at the lime of 
writing alii but one of the cases has been dropped. 

BG Group PLG — Making Nature History 

(18/ 10/02) BG are involved In the extraction of 
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liquid Natural Gas la occupied Wusi Papua. 

Activists intervened at the Natural History Museum 
In a special preview of the BBC WtkHtfo Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year exhibition sponsored by 
3Qt another example of corporate greenish, A 
pgnner was put at the entrance, leaflets were 
handed DUE and we ended up in a long argument 
with the editor of BBC Wildlife- If BG Group ! 

continue exploiting natural resources soon all we i 
will have leit of biodiversity will be the photos.' On 
other days activists were thrown out by security : 
and the exhibition was well stichered. In 2003 for ! 
the first time the competition has no outside i 

sponsor. 

BP Targeted at CBl Conference (26/11/02) At the 
Confederation of British industry (CBIJ conference 
the BP stall — end tls corporate front man— were 
drenched in fake blood to counter the grennwash 
the company uses to cover Its ecoadal, genocidal 
business. The action was done against tho Baku- 
Ceyhan pipeline and In solidarity with she tribes of 
West Papua- Two people were arrested and 
charged with £5.500 worth of criminal damage, in 
an apparent attempt to push for assault* one of j 
the blood soaked execs went to hospital — oh dear, 
maybe ho got some in his eye. 










Jffiooehft&top BP Garage Blockaded (10/12/02) 
Activists blockaded a petrol station in Moss Side- ! 

Manchester* for over four hours as an act of ! 

solidarity wflh I he people of West Papua. Two 
scaffolding tripods were erected at the entrance 
gnd exit of the petrol station, and an activist was 
suspended In a hammock hanging from one of the 
iripods. Others handed leaf lets so passers-by 
explaining about the situation In West Papua, 

Demo at PNG High Commission (29/01/03? The 
Papua New Guinea High Commission was picketed 
the day PNG intended to launch attacks on West 
Papuan refugees and OPM camps. News of the ! 
demo got to PNG press. Despite being small the j 
demo harassed the staff— there are only three — ■ ; 

enough for one to be almost hysterical about it so; ; 
months later at a meeting of Papuan mission 
organisations attended by a solidarity activist. 
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&p AGM (24/04/03) Around 200 campaigners 
held a noisy demo outside Bniish Petroleum's 
Annual General Meeting on at the Royal Festival 
Hall in London. Inside several suited and booted 
protesters shouted, threw incredibly disgusting 
liquid stench around and generally caused a 
disturbance. Called by Rising Tide the action aimed 
to highlight ©P ! s involvement in global climate 
Change and global genocide- particularly In 
Columbia, West Papua and along the planned 
Baku Ceyhan pipeline. 

Timber Merchant* Targeted; In curly Summer, as 
we go to press, wo have redevod unconfirmed 
reports That a number of umber merchants 
stocking Papuan and Filipino Umber were torgetted 
across the country, with window smash mgs and 
graffiti 

On-th e-ground Solidarity Work 

As well as solidarity actions 2003 saw people 
travelling to the Pacific. In January four activists 
went to the Philippines to make links with EFters 
there and travel into tribal areas and make contact, 
They were the first non-Rlipinos to visit eco-radical 
prisoner Raul Zapata In the nick. Communities 
were happy to find cut about the actions against 
NTM — who are very active there — end by way of 
grahtude bizarrely made two of the visiting EFIers 
honorary 'tribal warrior princa/prlncoM'. 

Resistance to logging, GM and dams is especially 
fierce and joint action between Britain and the 
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Philippines is planned for the* future, in March ttni& 
year, in the latest Agia tribal area to get the 
loggers attention, a red flag was hung from the 
trees- signifying death to those who enter. 

Prisoner Support and Direct Cash Afd 

Solidarity South Pacific; (SSP) Is presently raising 
money to send medical aid to West Papua, fund 
tribal patrols in the Philippines against illegal 
logging, supper! radical prisoners and Their 
families, and bring requested educational materials 
to the no-go /one In Bougainville. Much of this 
iingiympryijs funding work can have a real effect. 
Thanhs to exchange rates even small amounts of 
cash can bo a real aid lo radicals abroad. Ira the 
Majority World you dcfinrtety gel more punch for the 
pound, This is not charity- -just one weapon of 
solidarity we have- available to us in the relatively 
monotorlsed west. Co-ordinated prison support 
days where lots of people have phoned up end ' 

harassed local police stations in West Papua have 
increasingly been very effective. The Papuan 
Highland Tribal Council believes this type of 
pressure has directly resulted in activists 
remaining alive, \ 

Get Active ! 



Britain is (he base for many of 
the organisations responsible. 

The SSP website lists 
corporations and organisations 
involved In the destruction — 
check it out and see if mere are 
any near you. Make sure to toll 
us {preferably anonymously) of 
any actions or demonstrations 
you carry out — we will pass it 
on to the Pacific peoples 
concerned. News of even small actions can really 
raise the spirits. 

Raise Funds: Organise benefits, fund raising 
stalls, or simply donate to one of our direct aid 
funds. Any money received will go direct— none will 
be taken out. Cheques or (for more anonymity) 
postal orders should bo made out to Agtu Support 
Group' and sent lo the SSP Bnghton oddrau. A 
note saying whore you want money to go to should 
accompany any money. 

Support Prisoners: Pressuring courts, ponce 
stations and prisons can have a real affect, with 
relatively little effort. You do nol need lo speak 
Indonesian, Pidgin or Filip-ino: English Is fine — 
though w£ cen o-moil you a list of handy phrases if 
you're feeling adventurous. 

To get put on the urgent action ‘Papuan Prisoner 
Support List' email:: 

Koleka_pri soner_su pport^xsma i!.com Donations 
for prisoners end ihelr families in West Papua can 
be sent to Brighton SSP F for Papuan prisoner 
support cheques end postal orders should be 
made out lo J Koteka'_ For Philippines prison 
support cheques should be sent to the same 
address but be made out to 'Agta Support Group’. 
More details are in the Prisoners of War section 




Fubflei&g f he Struggles: Organise an event in 
your town, we have films and displays available 
and someone from the SSP groups will usually bo 
willing Ip travel to do a talk and film show, Coni act 
us if you are interested. Put up SSP posters In your 
lowa H umversily/school or workplace. Download our i 
poster from the website. If you edit a zme, 
newsletter Journal or the like, pul in an article I 

about the Pacific. Given notice we can wnie one tor j 
you. | 

Harass me Attackers; Genocide and ecocide in ] 
the Pacific Is rooted in the global industrial system. 



later in the magazine,# 




fen SSP Newsletter 

To get a copy of our newsletter anti find out more send art SAE to Solidarity 
South Pacific, c/o SDEFI Prior House, ft f bury Place, Brighton BN2 2G K UK. We 
also produce and distribute a number of pamphlets, films anti CDs about struggle 
In the Pacific. .. . , 

www. eco-ac tion. org/ssp 
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The Fiest EHimy of Teieal People 



by Wiwa-Wew<p, Papuan LaMi Ti?ibfsna)4 



The missionaries poisoned my father and his colleagues with their philosophy* I 
Know, from my deep heart, that they suffer a tot because of being Christianised and 
civilised. I know that they miss their world, the world that they have experienced, 
that vanished in the early 1950s, the world that missionaries would describe as 
"primitive and animistt” 



Religious believers are required to believe theirs 
is me true religion. They stand ergainst me beliefs 
that already exist in areas where ihey go and they 
also condemn other religions os misleading. Their 
typical sretement 1$ tnis^ ""There is only one way to 
heaven, therefore- if you do nos do this and that, 
you are In danger of hell]" 

If someone threatens me with anything, a kmlc. 
a bow and arrow, o gun, the Gospel, the Koran, 
culture, education or wherever,, Ehcn ihey are 
terrorising me. Those who terrorise are commonly 
called terrorists, if i am wrong please correct me. 
by| this i* my basic understanding about terrorism. 
However, ironically, religious groups are called 
'good people". 

No doubt r it is obvious to me that all troubles 
that come Into the Lani community are brought in 
through the door marked "reiigicm\ Therefore, if 
people come into my village and destroy my liter 
my worldview, my culture, then the first thing to 
blame Is the religion. They have Started the 

■“Empowered by the Holy Spirit, the NTM 
exists to assist the ministry of the church 
through the mobilising, equipping, and 
coordinating of missionaries to evangelise 
unre ached people groups. Millions of tribal 
men. women and children are isolated from the 
Gospel, Someone must go tell them about 
God's gift ot salvation, Someone needs to live 
among thorn, love them with Jesus' leva, loom 
their culture and language, and then teach the 
people In their own language about the Saviour, 
NTM coordinates missionaries, sent by focal 
Churches, to take the Gospel to tribal peoplo. 
Missionaries then plant churches. They disciple 
believers, translate the Scriptures, and tram 
teachers and leaders, who in turn reach out to 
their own people and to neighbouring tribes. - 
—Taken from the NTM Homepage, 

NTM US; B BflttfltGflJM 
NTM Europe: www.htm.OTfi .uk 
NTM Germany; ww.summikol m,d£ 
ntm Australia: wmM^mmBsteLsxg 




cultural genocide, and they claim to be ’good 
people', preaching good news and messages of 
peace. What on earth Is this? 

It is typical of the West.. They have a belief that 
there is always righi and wrong, and that they are 
best to judge them. This concept relates lo all 
\ other things like the way of talking, the way of 
E working, the way of governing, the way of forming, 
j and so on, li Is dear to me that religions have 
been used by the civilised community as a tool to 
brainwash and control the minds of people. When t 
became a Christian, I can see how foolish l was to 
: respond to this world's powers. As a Christian. I 
\ need to forgive those who kill me. I must forget 
\ what happened yesterday. I must give my eyes if 
j my oars are taken away. Religion is a tool used by 
j those in power to control the human beings of this 
earth. 

! This is an edited extract taken from the 
pamphlet Just Leave Us Alone: A Letter From a 
Papuan Tribesman, For a copy send £2.40 
: [including poslage! to the Brighton SSP address 
listed above,* 
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Present Day Plunder 




Some commentators have noted that America's reasons for involvement In Iraq may 
have been less motivated by a desire to eliminate weapons of mass destruction' 
than with ensuring American control over Iraq's oil fields. Meanwhile the pirates of 
the legendary * Barbary Coast' today take the form of Morocco and its Western 
allies plundering resources, including potentially significant oil fields, in the illegally 
occupied * back yard' territory of Western Sahara. 



Having fought lor independence for 27 years* 
are the people of western Sahara set to Join the 
appalling list of peoples who ore o is placed, 
tortured end disenfranchised because they stand 
In the way of the richest people corning even more 
money? 

Background to the 'Backyard' 

Western Sahara is sltu&fed fcn north west Africa, 
bordered by Morocco to the north, Algeria to the 
east and Mauritania to ttu? oast and south. 
Western Sahara was a colony of Spam and the 
people {the Sahara wi) speak Hassaniya (a dialect 
of Arabic), mostly with Spanish as a second 
language. 

Bn 1 <3?h r Spain announced that It would be 
pulling out of the colony. The Spanish dictator 
Franco was on his deathbed and there was a rush 
to gel the anachronistic colony off Spain's hands, 
Polisario {The Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Saguifl el Hamra and Rio de Or&J had been 
org&nl&ing resistance to SpEinish colonialism since 
the 4 50s. Spain promised a vote on self- 



determination, as had happened with 
decolonisations in the rest ol Africa, 

However, there was imnnedfate competition to 
so m the sparsely populated end mineral-rich 
western Sahara. Morocco and Mauritania both 
claimed sovereignty over Western Sahara, and the 
case went to the international Court ol Human 
Rrfihts in The Hogue. The Court rulod In favour of 
the Sahara wi people's right to self-determination, 
f Bui Morocco and Mauritania had other ideas, and 
In a secret meeting in Madrid, Spain signed an 
\ agreement to hand over the territory to them,, in 
| return for. amongst other things, fishing rights to 
l the rich waters off the coast 
j: As usual, the enforcement of international law 

! was dependent on whether it served the interests 
| of the most powerful nations, in this case, it 
! clearly didn't and the situation in Western Sahara 
I was studiously ignored by the nations of the world. 
Well, that's not entirely true — the US in partrcuFar 
and also France have long given substantial covorl 
support to Morocco's military. Mot to mention 
Rrisam, which, as part of Labour's 'ethical foreign 
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policy', was recently found to nave issued licences 
to upgrade guns on the Moroccan front line,* 

In November 1975, King Ha^in If of Morocco 
organised 350.000 ordinary Morocco ns find 
solders in civilian clothes into the 'Green March'. 

Tills, ostensibly peaceful march crossed the 
southern Moroccan border and took the capital of 
Western Sahara, El Ayoun. it was closely followed 
by a mll itBrr y invasion end an air of tensile. As 
Morocco occupied horn the north., the south was 
taken by Mauritania. 

There was a mass exodus of most of the 
population of Western Sahara. Those who Coutd 
fled deep into the desert and others were left l 

behind in the occupied cities. The Moroccan 



airforce bombarded the Saherawi refugee camps in 
the desert using napalm, causing hundreds of 
deaths and pushing the refugees towards their only 
possible avenue of escape— walking through the 
desert to the small border with Algeria in the 
northeast corner of Western Sahara. The refugees 
eventually established camps In the southwest of 
Algeria, near Tmdouf.* 



The War and the Well 

In May 1976. having completed the refugee 
evacuation, Pollswto began offensive mini ary 
actions, spreading the war beyond Western 
Sahara's borders into southern Morocco and 




Mauritania-. The war pitied Pohsario J s 2,000 wolh 
trained find dedicated dcserl guerrillas -igainst 
20.000 or so young Moroccan conscripts and 
Mauritanian forces, 

In the early years of the war, Poiiserio 
concentrated on attacking Mauritania, by far the 
weaker of their two enemies, Polisano guerrillas 
severely weakened Mauritania by repeatedly cutting 
the £ouerat-Nouadhibou railway line that was the 
main route for the export of iron ore, on which 
Mauritania depended for 80-90% of its export 
earnings, impoverished Mauritania couldn't afford 
the costs of I he war and despite Moroccan offers 
of military assistance, in July 1978 a military coup 
in Mauritania Drought a new government into 
power, who announced a ceasefire with Polisario 
and agreed to withdraw from the parts of Wesiorn 
Sahara that they had originally occupied. The 
Moroccans moved into these areas m the 
Mauritanians withdrew. 1 

Despite the obvious advances &f Moroccan air 
power in the open tin son. tho Western Sahara 
proved hard to police for the Moroccans— isolated 
garrisons became vulnerable, being easily cut off 
and overwhelmed by Polla&rio forces. Also, after 
the ceasefire with Mauritania. Ptifls&rio used 
Mauritania as their main base for striking at 
Morocco. The sm^ll Mauritanian armed forces were 
unable to control the huge si retches of desert and 
didnl want to risk antagonising Polisario. who had 
so affectively destabilised the country before. 4 

War continued between Morocco and Foiisodo. 
who were gradually making inroads into liberating 
the eastern side of the country. At me beginning of 
tho those inroads were becoming too dose 
far comfort for the Moroccans. Assisted by a billion 
dollar pay out from the USA, (hey built one of the 
largest man made structures in the world — a gianl 
wall 1,500 miles long, depurating mo Poll&ddo- 
controlled eastern section ol Western Sahara from 
the Moroccan-controlled partt in tho west. Pollsono 
attempts to disrupt the construction of tho wall led 
to some heavy fighting, but by May 1982 it was 
complete?* Thu wall (or berm to the Moroccans \ is 



At (he end of the 19th Century the whole of 
Africa was divided up between me European 
colon lal powers. France and Spam were the two 
mam powers in northwest Africa and Ihey argued 
over the borders of their possessions, From the 
beginning there was resistance from the 
traditionally nomadic peoples of me area. For 40 
years the 'Spanish Sahara' resisted all efforts at 
pacification. 

1934 

Franca threatens to occupy ihe Spanish 
Sahara in order to stamp out the Snhatawi 
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On this map can be mot the Moroccan wall or barm', ffie phosphate 
mine at Boucr0O t the conveyor belt from Bomsma to El Ayoun and the 
iron ore transportation railway in Mauht&nia between Zone rat and 
Nouadhipoo 



manned every & Kilometres 
by soldiers (over 120-000 
in all) and it is fined on 
both sides by at least 200 
metres of anb personnel 
landmines. 

PoHsano have been very 
effective despite being 
outgunned. Their main 
advantages have been their 
Knowledge ol the territory- 
their use of physical and 
climactic characteristics 
te.gr sirocco sandstorms) 
to Impede Morocco' s 
technological advantage] 
end their use of rapid hit' 
and run style laches, 
choosing the location and 
liming of attack, whereas 
the Moroccans are stuck 
defending their wall. 8, 

But despite this, the 
wall has resulted in what 
amounts to a military 
Stalemate. With neither 
side able to win decisively 
in the field, military activity 
was scaled down in the 
mid 1980s. FoJIsarfo control 
a big chunk of the country, 
but anyth ing of any 
importance (the fishing ports r the cities and the 
phosphate mines) is on the Moroccan side of the 
wall. 6 

Global Politics, Local Realities 

As the support given to Morocco by the US and 
European countries is mostly covert, there ere no 
'ofldar reasons given to lustily it. Clearly the 

atmosphere of international politics al ihp 
beginning of tho '80s was dominated by the Cold 
War, Polisnrio was backed by leftist Third World 
governments like Libya, Algeria and Cuba. Gy 



: contrast Morocco is a conservative monarchy. It is 
obvious which side was going to get support horn 
! western Europe and the USA. Also important for 
j both Europe and the US is Morocco's control over 
; the Straits of Gibraltar, The Straits provide ail of 
j southern Europe with the only route out to the 
\ Atlantic Ocean, There may have been concern 
| amongst European governments thai to upset 
Morocco could destabilise the area- 

Algeria has always supported Fohsario since 
before the Spanish left.. Algeria says that it 
supports all liberation struggles. It is also highly 



resistance threatening Us territories. This leads 
(o Franco Spanish military co-operation to achieve 
the final 'peeificabon' of she interior of Western 
Sahara. Spain takes possession of us "colony', 

1949-1959 

Discovery in Boucrsa of ihe biggesl high grade 
(70 to 80% pure) phosphate deposits in the 
world, 

1956-1958 

Riots and bloody battles between Spanish 
troops and the Saharawi resistance. 



1958 

In a coordinated effort between France and 
Spain called the ‘Ecouvliion- Operation', the 
Saharawi Liberation Army was destroyed in order 
to save the Spanish Sahara and the nearby 
French possessions, 

1968 

Rebirth of the Saharawi resi Si anc# movement 
with the formation of Liberation Movement for 
Saguta el Hamra y Rio de OrO under the 
leadership of Sidi Srahlm BassirL 
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probable that Algeria wouFd (ike to have a trade 
route oui to the Atlantic through Western Sahara. 
The Atlas Mountains make routes out through 
Morocco difficult, and in the QOs Algeria was 
lighting mis own border dispuie there. 

Eventually, the war ended with a UN brokered 
ceasefire Sn 1991. A referendum for the Sahara wi 
people to decide the future of the territory was 
planned for 1992. The two sides have been unable 
to agree oh who can vote in the referendum. 
Pollsarlo have always maintained that the voting 
list for the referendum should be based on the 
Spanish census, taken in 1974. However. Morocco 
has repeatedly insisted that ail the migrants it has 
moved into occupied Western Sahara since 1975 
should be entitled to vote. In January 2000 a voter 
list of 86.000 was published by the UN, 
Immediately, Morocco lodged 130.000 appeals. 
Due to this persistent Obstruction from the 
Moroccan side, the referendum has still not taken 
place. 

Uvlng 111 the Refugee Camps, Living In 
Occupied Western Sahara 

The majority of the Sahara wi people, 175,000 
people, continue to live in refugee camps in the 
harsh environment of the Sahara desert, Every 
Saharnwi family is divided. The real have the 
'luxury' of living m houses In the occupied 
territories under Moroccan military ru1e h where 
disappearances,, torture and arfeilrary detention are 



the norm. They nrc locked mlo Western Sahara just 
as- firmly as the others are locked out . 1 

Between Tindouf and the Aigerien/wgstern 
Satiam border are four highly organised refugee 
oarrips. m the first years of exile there was 
widespread disease and hunger in the camps as 
the Sahara wi adjusted to life in exile, expecting at 
any moment to be able to return to their homes in 
the cities of Western Sahara. However, over time 
these camps have developed and now have 
hospitals, schools and irrigated gardens. 

Never thafess. the Saharawi still continue to live m 
tents in the expectation that tney will soon return 
to Western Sahara — to build permanent dwellings 
would be to concede that they were going to be 
staying in the southern comer of Algeria.. For The 
same reason they plant vegetables Jo their gardens 
but not fruit trees, not expecting to he around long 
enough to harvest the fruit. ? All families have a 
■ large square tent, and over the years most have 
I added a mud brick kitchen and bathroom. 

; Sahara wus wore almost all nomads 50 years 

[ ago. Today there are still a few families who 
[ maintain the traditional Berber nomadic life. 

| keeping camels end travelling over the desert.® 

\ Patterns of movement are obviously restricted by 
j the wall and large areas of landmines. 

Nonetheless, ‘sedentary" Saharawi who may have 
fled from the cities to the camps sometimes take a 
[ walk with the camels down to Mauritania and back. 

: Nomadism is a key aspect of Saharawi identity on d 

j even those not practising a fully nomadic fife 
| appear to reserve and need the right to roam, 
j The area of desert where the refugee camps are 
situated is in a part of the Sahara desert that Is 
j officially considered inhospitable with an 

environment Incapable of supporting human life. 
The gardens the Saharawi have built defy t Ns 
j notion. Plants ore grown with painstaking attention 
| to irrigation and walcr conservation. Even so, (here 
are not nearly enough vegetables grown to feed 
everyone, and in the past fresh vegetables have 
been limited to the elderly, the sick and to children. 



1970 

On June 17, &assin H s movemeni organised a 
Fargo, peaceful independence demonstration at 
Zemla (Ei AyounJ against plans to turn the Sahara 
into a Spanish province. Many civilians were killed 
when the Spanish Foreign Legion massacred the 
demonstrators. The UberatMsn Movement was 
QUlfaw&d* 

1973 

Spain begins phosphate exports in May. But 
Poiisano begin their armed struggle against Spain 
by attacking the Ei-Khonga Spanish army post. 



1974 

in January and March Spanish and Poii^ario 
forces clash at Galb Lahmar and then at 
Aoukeyra, Algeria begins for the first time to give 
some low-key support to Polisario. On September 
30, Folisariu supporters sabotage two control 
stations of the FosBoucraa mine's conveyor bell. 

1975 

Phosphate exports reach 2,4 million tons, 
making Western Sahara the sixth major 
phosphate exporter in the world , 

Spam purls out and sacral fy hands the territory 
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Everyone in the temp? lives off international 
aid. and (fie tee k nf famine? Is testament to the 
highly structured systems of food distribution and 
rnan^ofiwnt of civic responsibilities, In the last 
fa* years money has been introduced to the 
camps and shops have consequently emerged., 
Whilst in principle ell Saharawi s are equal and 
Treated equally, access to currency and The 
opportunities offered to those who can Study and 
work abroad is increasingly crealing seme disparity. 
Families that have members working or studying 
abroad are more likely to own a (envision r radio or 
other luxury goods. 

The refugee camps boast one of the highest 
literacy raxes in Africa (and the world") at 9Q%. All 
children attend primary school m the camps, and 
at the age of ii i4 most go away to school In 
Algeria to limsh Their studlflS, Algeria also provides 
some university plates, Cube provides huge 
assistance with education and there ere around 
2 P 000 young Saharawls. al university there, 
especially in (he medical (fold. 

In the occupied lone of Western Sahara there 
are thousands of Moroccan families, lured by tax 
incentives r living mostly in 
the three mam dues; El 
Ayoun, Smara and Dhakls. 

Also, tens of thousands of 
nomads irom the north were 
trucked into El Ayoun in 
1991 to help Morocco win 
the promised referendum. 

They are slili waning (here in 
huge squalid camps around 
El Ayoun. subsisting on 
government food rational 
?0% of (he population is 
now from 'the norths but it 
seems that the Sahara*! 
still maintain a distinctive 
identity, dc spate constant 
surveillance and 
persecution . 



The voter identification process during 1995- 
1999 brought families together from the two sides 
of the walk many of whom had hgd no contact with 
one another since 1975. Mobile phones hove 
transformed communication, Dut few people have 
them and there are problems with reception. There 
is daily contact between human rights worker? in 
Spain and the people in the occupied zone, But on 
the whole very little is known about lift there 
because of restrictions on foreign journalists. 

The Ecology of Occupation 

King Hassan 11 and his successor King 
Mohammed VI, Justify the occupation of Western 
Sahara by arguing that it was part of former 
’Greater Morocco 1 (as was a good bit of Algeria, 
gome of Mauritania and Mali, and the Spanish 
cities of Ceuta and Mellila prior to European 
colonisation). This is coupled with a denial of a 
distinct Soharnwi ethnic group — they re realty Juse 
pesky Moroccans pretending to be different to 
cause I rouble. Moroccan children are taught in 
school that the territory of WtesEern Sahara is 
justifiably Moroccan and that the Saharawi don't 



to Morocco end Mauntenra. 

On May 14 Poflsano guerrillas seize the 
commander of Spanish forces in Gueita iemmiur. 

On October 31 the Moroccan army crosses the 
Western Saharan border, clashing with Pollsario 
as It tries to occupy F$r?ia. Hapusa and Jdiriya. 

Esfcgvember $ sees the 'Green March' of 
350,000 civilians into Western Sahara, lei lowed 
by military occupation. Mauritania occupies from 
the south. 

Between November and February Saharawi 
refugees begin to leave the dtios. 

Moroccan troops arrive in El Ayoun on 



December 11 + 

197S 

The Morocoan air force bomhards the camp? in 
the desert and the exodus towards the Tindouf 
area begins. 

In January Poilsarto attacks the FosBoucraa 
conveyor bell, forcing a halt lo phosphate mining 
for several years, 

In May. Pplisarlo bogins offensive military 
action*! inside Morocco and Mauritania. 

in June! a column of Poi-isario guerrillas 
cresses l.SGO km of desert and shells 
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Don't Try this at Home Kids! 

ujSario is the youth wing of the Polisarlo. 
They CEirfy out underground work in Iho 
occupied territories- As well as pro- 
independence graffiti end spreading poktlcal 
material , they have also developed a hovel new 
form of propaganda — catching. cats end dogs, 
clothing Them in Polisarlo flags and then letting 
l ham loose in the streets! 




f early exist. SO it IS no surprise if much of the 
population believes this right royal nationalist 
rhetoric, Ho waver, logic dictates that no matter 
how proud a country is of its grandiose past, it just 
isn't worth spending an estimated $1-5 million a 
day to keep a patch of sand for a backyard, 10 
in 1961, a mining engmeer made a declaration 
to the Supreme Council for Scientific Studies in 
Madrid, stalir>g l hat among the minerals that had 
'already t>een discovered' in western Sahara were 
nickel, chrome, platinum, gold, silver end copper. 
More recently uranium and titanium nave been 
found,, as wall as one of the greatest reserves of 
vanadium, which is used In the production of hard 
steel. 

However probably the largest factor motive! log 
the Moroccan occupation is Western Sahara's 
abundant phosphate reserves. The open mine at 
Boucraa has reserves estimated at ten thousand 
million tonnes over an area of ] ,200 km- 1 --the 

Nouakchott, the Mauritanian capital, 

1977 

In April Polisarlo starts attacks on Spanish 

fishing boats. 

On May 1 Polisarlo guerrillas raid Zouorate in 
Mauritania* the centre of the Iron ore industry* 
killing two French citizens and Caking six others 
captive. 

Polisano shells Nouakchott for the second 
time on July 3. 

On November 13 Polisario boards the 5ea, a 
Spanish fishing boat, and captures three Spanish 



nchost phosphate mine in the woridJ 1 The mine is 
run by Ihc Moroccan company Fos Boucraa, with 
the profits going to the Moroccan royal family, 
j Phosphite is one Of the main ingredients of 
j Nitrogen, Potassium and Phosphorous [or NKP as 
j n is usually called), which Is the mam modern 
agricultural fertiliser. Phosphate is vary rare but 
: without phosphate reserves primarily in Western 
= Sahara and Australia, modern industrial agriculture 
\ would be impossible, indeed. It is the demands of 
industrial agriculture that have been largely fuelling 
the conflict in Western Sahara. 12 
{ The largest conveyor belt system Jn |ha world — 
99 miles long — carries phosphates from Boucraa 
[ lo I he port at £i Ayoun. This was especially 
j targeted by Polisarho during the war to groat effect- 
It was Impossible to defend along its entire length 
] and Pollsafio managed to hall production at the 
mine for several years, causing a huge economic 
j Impact. However, the completion of the wall in 
1982 allowed l he reopening of l he mine, which 
had been closed since the beginning of the war, 

Fishing and Fighting 

Western Sahara also has a fishing ground richer 
than any other in the continent, end probably the 
world, off its coast. The cold currents of the 
\ Atlantic that are pushed Inland by the Canary 
E Islands mis with the warm waters at the coast. 

I providing an ideal spawning and feeding ground. 

[ There are over 200 species of fish. 60 species of 
! mollusc and -dozens of species of squid, octopus 
: and crustaceans, including prawns. 

A& already mentioned. Spam mode sure they got 
their sticky hands on some of this before they left, 
j However, their licences with Morocco to fish in 
j Western Saharan waters expired in 1987 and were 
\ renegotiated through the Elk Each time the 
E agreement was renewed, Morocco imposed stricter 
i conditions, until in 2001 the Eu and Spain refused 
and the agreement lapsed. The European Hoot are 
a bit miffed about losing their Saharan fishing 
grounds and a recent television programme 
reported that EU flatting trawlers are creeping 

fishermen. 

After two more French nationals are captured 
by Polisario Sn an attack on the Zouerat- 
Nourjdinbou Iron ore railway on October 25. the 
French airforce starts using Jaguar Jets to bomb 
and strafe Polisario guerrillas in Mauritania. 

1978 

On April 20. Polisarlo guerrillas board a 
Spanish lushing boat. i.as P^femas, and capture 8 
of its craw. 

In May French Jaguars aliach Polisarlo 
guerrillas again. 
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Ground Elio marine borders of MOroccan-controllcd 
Western Sahara and exploiting ureas off 
Mauritania. 13 

Even though the European fleet left we&|em 
Saharan waters m 1999, fish stocks are still 
severely depleted and the area luis yet to recover 
from the damage their drift-net fishing has done. 
Drift nets act as gigantic rakes, trapping nol only 
all the fish Irrespective of size which are in their 
path, but also destroying the habitat and the holes 
where the hsh living on the sea bed spawn. 

Needless to say. whilst ihe £U has benefited 
from sales of fish from Wesiern Saharan waters for 
25 years, none of the money went to the S-eharbwi. 
Morocco earned an estimated: $100 million a yea* 
from the Ed fishing fleet in Western Saharan 
waters. These sales were controlled by a few 
fishing campnmes that just so happen to he owned 
and fun by three top army oflicials- 15 

Referendum and Refineries 

Ahr;r 2? years of occupation, any resolution to 
the conflict In Hie Western Sahara seems ever 
more remote. Recently, the UN seems to have 
more or less turned- its back on Saharewi 
independence by suggesting a framework 
agreement". This euphemistic title actually involves 
Morocco retaining sovereignty, whilst providing 
limned autonomy to the Saharftwh 

In a recent book, a former top UN diplomat 
reveals that the UN secretly planned to sell out the 
SaharawJS as far b&tk as 1597. UN Secretary 
General Kofi Annan had decided to ditch the idea 
of a referendum and appointed James Baker to be 
his personal envoy to Western Sahara specifically 
to push through a deal for Western Sahara to stay 
under Moroccan control. White both Annan and 
fiakor were publicly declaring themselves 
committed Eo the referendum process, privately 
they were trying Eo do a de.:i1 with Morocco to stitch 
up the Saharawis.i* 

Morocco's obsession with maintaining control 
over Western Sahara may not be unconnected with 




SimiftHty fo tftti Eritreans in their war egamst 
H&rte Selassie's Ethiopia (See 'Tunnels of me 
- World' in Do or Die No, 8, jp. 59), Pohsano have 
made good use of secret underground bases, 
Top: an army base built into the rook face, 

Above: an underground #Wd hospital. 

I 

deposits ol crude oil known to exist both inland 
and offshore. Oil was first discovered in the late 
60s. At first found In the form of bituminous 
shale, processing plants were not developed 
because the processing costs ware prohibitive at 
the time. 17 However, in 1982, the Moroccan 
government concluded an agreement with Shell for 
construction of a $4.5 billion treatment plant 
capable of providing the highly developed 



On December 2 ? Poltoflrto announces the 
launching of a new offensive and shortly 
after wards guerrillas fight their way into Tarn-Tan in 
southern Morocco. 

1979 

On June 13 Pollsarks guerrillas stage another 
attack in Tan-Tan. 

In August Mauritania renounces its claim to 
Western Sahara and promises IP withdraw 
completely. Morocco annexes the southern half of 
western Sahara once the Mauritanians pull out. 

In the second half of tbQ year Polisano 



guerrillas overrun the Moroccan base of 
LeboulraiQ, fight their way into Smara end capture 
another Moroccan h-in.?- hi M abbas: ‘The amount 
of Moroccan armour visibly tost 10 the Polisano is 
a defence arsenal which many small countries 
would he delighted to own.,.' (Shyam Bhalie. The 
Observer) 

1980-1982 

Bunding of the p berm" or wall separating 
Moroccan and pQlisano-cont/olled territories, 
FosEtoucraa phosphate mine reopens from behind 
the safety of the wall. 



130 or S&oA'O' 1C/2&3 





Buarrety enough one of the mam groups doing 
international support worn for the Pottsarfo has 
Peon the Woodcraft foik—o sort of fettling 
pacifist version of the Scoots. They*ve done 
exchanges programmes between Saharawian 
anti British kids. 

Top: Polisaho president Ab&eMnz is 
presented with the Woodcraft Folk's annual 
report during a 1993 Woodcraft top to the 
refugee camps. Above: During a Woodcraft ■ 
organised visit to Britain in 1990 , Saharan 
children were taken fo see Hadrian “s Wat Ha 
mined monument to an earlier tyrant's attempts 
to wall out the bfirdarim thtes. 

Contact: The Woodcraft Folk, 13 Rlth&rden 
Road. London $W£7 $Q£ r tML 
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techniques needed to eKpiom bituminous shele, Hi 
is not known whether the plant is up and running. 

Recently, two contracts tot prospering offshdte 
in Western Saharan waters have been granted by 
Morocco- One contract has gone to the American 
company Kerr McGee and the other to French- 
based Total.** Not surprisingly, America and France 
are the two main backers of the "framework 
agreement"., French President Jacques Chirac has 
even referred 10 Western Sahara as Morocco's 
‘southern provinces^ a clear indication of where 
the west sees the future of the territory. 

On what was supposed lo have been the eve of 
a referendum for she Saharawi io choose between 
integration with Morocco and Inde pence nee. it 
seems the oil industry end Its Western backers are 
aiming to leave western Sahara in Moroccan hands 
and while allowing Western oil companies access 
so Sarwawi oil reserves, 

hi January 2002 the Uhl logoi deportment 
issued on opinion shoe nny exploitation of the oil 
resources must hove Saharewi consent and any 
profits should benefit them,** However, this seems 
increasingly unlikely lo happen as arch-scumbag 
James Baker, the man in charge of resolving the 
confllcti has his own close tics to the oil industry 
and to Kerr McGee. His James Baker Institute at 
Rice University funded a study on ’Strategic Energy 
Policy" written by a director of Kerr McGee; and 
Baker’s law firm, Baker Si Botts, recently assisted 
In a $1.5 hi II ion bond issue by Kerr McGee. 

Baker was US Secretary of State under George 
Bush Senior. He also Is a partner in the Carlyle 
Group, tha controversial! Washington-based arms 
trading company . 20 Helpfully for his job in Western 
Sahara. Baker has had previous experience In 
rigging dodgy elections— as George w. Bush s 
personal fix si men in Florida, he helped organise 
the fiddling of the presidential elections, Also 
helpful is the appointment of his former colleague 
and close friend Margaret Tutwller as the US 
embassador to Morocco. One former associate of 
Tut wrier confided tbrit "she was obviously placed 



1991 

Beginning of UN negotiated ceasefire. Morocco 
sends thousands of settler^ to the territory and 
attempts to bfock the referendum process by 
forcing the UN to accept them as voters, 

1991 onwards 

Morocco continues to disrupt peace process 
and chances for a referendum. 

2001 

Morocco divides offshore oil exploration rights 
on the Western Saharan coast between a US end 



a French oil company. 

2002 

The UN Legal Department declares that 
Morocco is not the legal administenng power. 
Western Sahara remains & Non Self-Governing 
country awaiting decolonisation* Kofi Annan adds 
partition to the options open to the Security 
Council for the Mure of Western Sahara.* 
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there by Baker and Ms oil buddies to help Cut Oil 

deals.'" 3,1 1 

* 

As international politics becomes ever more 
cosy in its bod with multinationals, it is difficult to 
believe thal this blatant plunder of Western Sahara \ 
will he slopped- After all, oil companies have an \ 
extensive and infamous history of supporting any \ 
'liable government. no matter how vicious, who 
will assist thorn In suppressing local peoples who \ 
get in (he way of earning a dollar, 

a 

Peacekeeping Package Tours? ! 

Not warning to concentrate exclusively on 
resource extraction industries,, it seems (hat [ 

Morocco is realising the potential of extending their l 
success in (he tourist industry to their valuable 
backyard. 

Ahdcritaiif Guerraoui, the Moroccan well 
(governor) of western Sehera has Identified 
tourism as one of the main developing sectors of 
the occupation-economy of western Sahara and 
has said ihet "we will also Interest the tour- 
operators so they put on charters to the region." 12 

And In a “stranger than fiction' torn of events, 

Club Med is rumoured to be acquiring 
accommodation once used to house the UN 
peacekeeping mission. Personally, i can't wait, to 
S« how CEubMed would promote It In I he if next 
glossy brochure — -'"Vest You loo can experience the 
bureaucratic foot-dragging of Moroccan 
administration and live out your fantasy of being an 
international peacekeeper../ 

Presumably , whilst Sahara wis are effectively 
kept as prisoners In their own |aod f tourists staying 
at the CluhMed resort would bo allowed to walk 
around freely. Will Shey be offered desert safaris, 
being sure to keep to marked: routes In this 
indiscriminately mined country? We will have to 
wall and see If exotic desert holidays will be 
offered In the occupied capital city, 

Where to Now? j 

There were several motives Ions for Morocco'* 
occupation of Western Sahara. it continues to be a 
valuable distraction for the army, who, in the run- 
up lo occupation m 1975 had organised several 
coups against the King. Additionally, it is clear that j 
(tie wealth lo be gained from the destruction of i 
Western Saharan ecology was a key factor. The j 

territory represents a potentially huge profit earner j 
fo# Morocco. This becomes important as although 
Morocco's economy is in crisis, the ruling elite is. : 
clearly determined to appropriate as much money j 

they can. Morocco can hardly afford to finance Its [ 

International debt, and yet the royal family and [ 

army generals live a life of corrupts y luxuriant j 

comfort, with $o me $300 million allocated to 
service the monarchy in the 2001 budget 23 

■ 

Morocco’s friendship with American and European 



Western Sahara Ecology 

Trio temperature can reach o scorching 
135^ in summer and plunge below freezing In 
winter. Most of I he area consists or sand dunes 
that move with the seasons. There are almost 
no landmarks, roads or tracks end only a few 
small thorny trees and gorsa bushes, ti 
sometimes doesn't fain for years at a time and 
there is almost no surface water. Sirocco 
sandstorms can blow for days on end* covering 
everything in sand. However (be world's biggest 
desert is far from deserted and the Sahara is 
home to a surprising variety of life— from 
burrowing lizards, snakes, sunspldbrs and 
scorpions to falcons, gazelles* antelopes, 

Jackals, badgers and hyenas. The Sahara is 
also home to around 40 species of rodents, 
including gflrbltft and mice. Other smell 
mammals include in sad caters such as 
hedgehogs and shrews, and carnivores such as 
foxes, cats and weasels. 

govern merits and multinationals has precluded 
international outcry at the ongoing occupation, and 
the disappearances, arbitrary detention and torture 
common in occupied western Sahara . 

Given the costs involved In maintaining the wall 
and infrastructure „ it is difficult to explain why 
Morocco hangs on to their backyard so tightly. 
Initially. Mauritania and Morocco said in justifying 
their occupation, that it was unfair for such a smell 
pnpulaiion to control such wealth. The economist 
Van Hippo I has argued that. Morocco's continuing 
occupation represents a case of sunk-cost 
reasoning"^ 4 They have invested so much time 
and money in Western Sahara thal to puli out 
would mean not only losing the investment, toui 
could also lead to a serious loss of face for the 
government and royal family- 

Hence i a political stalemate has been reached, 
lor which the Sahnrawi have lived through 
seventeen yours of war and eleven years ol waiting 
for a referendum'. They have packed Their bags and 
all of their possessions on many occasions, 
believing that a visit from a UN representative or 
some other new political development might bring 
on jmmlneni decision, let's hope one day soon 
they can pack (heir bags and return home for 
good.* 

In memory of Mohammed Fadel ould Ismail 
ould E&-S weylh. 

Contact 

Western Sahara Campaign UK. Oxford Chambers, 
Oxford P/mp, Leeds LSI 34*. UH 
T&le phono /Fax: 47$$ 

Email: wbc&£fi. aac.an* 

Web: wwwwprsy.o^ www.WMfturrn.rwt 
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North 



Through out the Middle East there are several different ethnic groups which have 
been referred to as “inhabiting lands of insolence" because they live in defiance of 
centralised government authority. 



They are tribal \y organised P with highly 
decentralised, anarchic poNitcs. The Ber&ers tor as 
they call themselves, the Imaztghen, meaning "free 
meiV) who dwell in northwest Africa are probably 
the most anarchic of these peopJes. 

In recent decades, due mainly lo improved 
military technology. a*f imaziglien across north 
Africa have fallen much more under the control of 
centralised nation stales. But until the 1960s the 
Uerbor peoples of the Saharci were essentially 
nomadic and in this traditional tribal society ho one 
tribe oxer led any direct or indirect power over any 
other. Each of the 40 tribes that made up the 
Baherawi was represented m m overall governing 
body called the Assembly of Forty. This is in 
contrast with other neighbouring societies, for 
example Morocco, where there was a hereditary 
monarch with absolute powers, or Mauritania, 
where the strongest tribe dominated ond extracted 
tribute from the weaker tribes. Each Saharawi tribe 
was divided into sub-tribes which had so much 
autonomy that a colonial historian from Spain 
described ihem as living in "complete anarchy", 

D is pui os were handled either in a friendly way or 
by compensation according to Islamic Jaws. More 
serious disputes were taken to the counsel of the 
chiefs of tribes, ceited ah Artiatn, To this day a 
similar structure exists in the administration of the 
Saherawi refugee camps, 1 



Another traditionally anarchic Berber group are 
the ‘Kabyle'—lmazlgnien farmers of northern 
j Algeria — a group that was noted with favour by 
; M repot kin. Kabyle villages are independent entities, 
j From 10 to 20 comprise a tribe, but this has no 
i effective function, being at most a voluntary 
essociotion or aNiance called upon on rare 
occasions for mutual defence. About a dozen tribes 
are found in Kabylia. Each village has ft council, 
made up of spokespeoplts from each 
neighbourhood which decides on all matters of 
communal importance. There are no policemen 
and no JftJIft, and in cases oi conliict the village 
council usually seeks to mediate between 
disputants and to find a compromise,, the aim 
being not so much establish mg guilt, but restoring 
group harmony. Councils operate on the basis of 
established set of customs peculiar to eaoh village 
and act only when agreement is unanimous. The 
two main sanctions available to the village council 
are banishment and ostracism (seen as a symbolic 
putting lo death) and ultimate power rests with the 
community's willingness to carry out these 
sanctions.-* 

Notes 

u From vY^-iii b&-ui ri./05-l-^lin imc HWW.CfMrterJd.vris 
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An uprising began in Algeria In April, 2Q01 + Riots began after police murdered a 
high school hoy on April IS in Senl~Douala p an area of TLzJ Ouzou in the region of 
Kabylia about 70 miles east of Algiers. Riots and demonstrations quickly spread to 
other villages In the region* Rioters attacked police stations and troop 
detachments with stones, molotov cocktails and burning tyres, and set fire to 



police vehicles* government office s, and 
uprising failed. 

From trw beginning* iho rebels showed an 
unwillingness to negotiate and refused all 
representation. Gy Iho end of April, targets of 
[ Collective rage broadened to include tax offices, all 
sons of government offices and the offices of 
i political parties. Rebels blockaded the main roads 
and looted govemmeni build ing$ end ether 
property of the rulers. The entire region of Kabylta 
*as in open insurrection, The state sent in its 
guard dogs to repress the revolt, leading io open 
conflicts with deaths and Injuries on both sides, 

I By Ihe end of the first week of May. the 
insurgent movement began to organise itself in 
village end neighbourhood assemblies (the aaith) 
that Coordinated their activities through a system 
Of delegates who woufd be bound to a very 
■ interesting “code of honour u a few months later. 

The only political movement that might have had a 



courts. Government attempts to quell the 



chance of recuperating I he revolt, the Front of 
| Socialist Forces (FF5) very quickly showed its true 
[ colours by offering To aid the president of Algeria, 
Bevteiiika, in organising a “democratic transition". 

! The coordination of aarch has been organising 
j demonstrations, general strikes r end actions 
agamst the police and the elections. 

\ By mid June, the rebellion had spread beyond 
; The borders of Kabylia. and in Kabylia state control 
had been nearly completely routed. Offices of the 
! national police were thoroughly devise aiud. and 
[ the police themselves were shunned. Because no 
] one in the region would sell them food and other 
: needs, the government was forced to ship in 
supplies to them by helicopter and heavily armed 
i convoys. 

j At the end of June, the coordination of the aarch 
refused to rneei with a government representative. 
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Local people occupy tiw gendarmes HQ in 
AZfr r fr\ after the paramilitary police ere forced 
to Quit the Berber region. 
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clearly expressing the attitude of the insurgents. in 
mid-July the coordination of T izi Qu^ou adopted the 
'code of honour" which required delegates la 
pledge them selves *not to carry forward any 
activities ar Hf fairs that aim to create direct or 
indirect links to power and Us collaborator^ "not 
to use the movement for partisan ends nor to drag 
El into electoral competitions or any other 
possibility for the conquest of power", M not to 
accept any political appointments in the 
institutions of power" among other things. This 
pledge was put to the test almost immediately 
when unionists and partisans of the left tried to 
in Filtrate the movement for their own ends. The 
failure of this opportunistic attempt to hijack the 
movement was made evident during b general 
strike on July 26, when demonstrators chanted: 
"Oul with the traitors! Out with the unions!" 

Huge demonstrations continued. In mid- August, 
the insurgents Panned all officials from the 
Sournmam valley. This was not just due to a 
government celebration that was to occur there „ 

Out also because government officials had begun 
to contact certain unidentified delegates of the 
coordination who supported the idea of 
negotiation. Rather man weakening the struggle 
ihi s government ptoy lad the Insurgents to ban all 
government officials from Kahyfla. The minister of 
|he Mujaheodin had to cancel a trip to Tut Ouzou, 
and ihe Minister of the interior was greeted with a 
ram of stones when he came to install a new 
prefect. 

At the beginning of October, the government 
banned o demonstration that was intended to 
present a list of demands called the Platform of El- 
Kseur to President 6oulefMka„ A massive array of 
counter-insurgency detachments was used to block 
the demonstrators. These demands mainly deal 
with relief of the immediate effects of government 
repression against the uprising (end of judicial 
action against insurgents, release of prisoners, 
etc;), but also include the demand for the 
immediate departure of all police brigades from the 
region. The ban of Ibis demonstration provoked 



further conflicts between insurgents 
and the forces or order. On October il, 
the interregional coordination (of the 
parch and other selF-orgamsed 
assemblies and committees I decided 
that they would no longer submit the 
demands of their Platform to any slate 
representative, that the demands were 
ab solutely non -negotiable and that 
anyone who chose to accept dialogue 
with the government would he 
banished from the movement. 
Disobedience was total: taxes and 
utility bills are not paid, calls to military 
service are Ignored, the upcoming 
elections are refused. 

On December 0> some self-styled "delegates' 
claiming to represent the aarch planned to meet 
with the head of government r In protest a general 
biukc was called in Kabylla. Slt-ms blockading 
police barracks turned Into violoni conflicts 
throughout the region, some of which lasted for 
three days. Offices of the gas company, of taxes 
and of the National Organisation of the Mqjoheedln 
were burned in Amizour, In El Kseur. there were 
looting raids on a court and a judge's house* 
fhe struggle continued throughout December 
and January with protests and road blockades. It 
Intensified when a derogation from the aarcb was 
arrested in front of the UN office in Algiers on 
February 7, 2002. On February 12, a general 
strike was called throughout Habylia to protest the 
reappearance of police on the streets* The entire 
region was shut down. People assembled in front 
of the police barracks and there were conflicts. 

At the end of February, president Bouleflika 
announced that there would be elections on May 
30. The movement responded by confiscating and 
burning ballot boxes and administrative 
documents. At the beginning of March it ceiled for 
a boycott of the elections throughout Algeria. 

Bouton i k a tried to appease me rebels by 
offering compromises, which wore refused, and by 
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moving police forces omi of (wo major dtn ra. Ho 
followed Ihis wiEh mass arrests of delegates of the 
aareft. On March 25, security forces attached a 
theatre in Tizi Ouzou that was being used as the 
office of (he oilmen coordination end 21 delegates 
were arrested. After police searches marry other 
delegates went into hiding. Soon, conflicts broke 
out, The government issued 400 arrest warrants 
against delegates, leading to further 
demonstrations. Conflicts continued throughout 
April. 

Despite government repression, the anti- 
elecroral campaign of the aarcu wont forward In 
May with calls to action, marches and the 
destruction of ballot boxes* Students demanding 
the release of prisoners greeted President 
Boutsflika wilh a rain of stones when he worn ip 
the university of Aiders on May 20, The next day 
the students occupied the university demanding 
the release of their comrades. 

On May 30. election day* the enure region of 
Kabylra hod lass than a 2% voter turnout. People 
showed their preference for direct action by 
barricading the streets* occupying the offices of the 
prefectures and the municipalities, and strewing 
the public ways with the remains of burned ballot 
boxes. A general strike paralysed the region. There 
were conflicts with the police and electron offices 
were attacked and destroyed. In the whole of 
Algeria, voter turnout was less than 50%, showing 
that the refusal of elections had spread beyond the 
borders of Kabyiio. 

All through June, rebellion and social conflict 
continued throughout Algeria. On June 19, the 
government again tried to derail the movement, 
authorising movement prisoners to meet to discuss i 
a proposal of a government emissary arranged \ 




£ 



Prates tors drsmanfie fihe facade of a 
gondarmer jo, 




through the mediation of two supposed delegates, 
j The movement disowned These delegates, and the 
i prisoners refused this government ruse to 
l pressure the movement into negotiation over the 
l Platform of ElKsour in exchange for the provisional 
release of I hose arrested, instead I he prisoners 
Issued a communique confirming their confidence 
; in the coordination and their unwillingness to 
negotiate the demands of their Platform of (heir 

I release and that of all the other prisoners. 

By August, violent conflicts and an ultimatum 
i issued by the movement forced Bouteflike to 
pardon all the arrested! debases of the eareft. 

. Upon release, the delegates declared that the 
struggle would continue. 

In October another election was called, The 
movement met it with a general strike and 

; demonstrations. There were conflicts with the 
! police everywhere. Once again, about hail of the 
i eligible Algerians boycotted the elections. In 
Kabylra, in spite of the participation of the FFS in 
the elections, 90% of those eligible refused to 
participate in the elections, and in the rest of 
Algeria 50% of those eligible did not vote. 

Toward the end of October, the authorities 
cracked down, Police raided various hails where 
assemblies and coordination groups met and 
hundreds of insurgents and delegates were 
arrested. Some of the imprisoned Insurgents 
began a hunger strike in late November. This 
expanded In December so that insurgents In 
prisons in Bugia, Tizi Ouzoti and Bouira were 
hunger striking. Thirteen of I he thirty-nine who 
started the hunger strike were still fasting after 
forty-two days. They were placed in isolation to 
prevent them from 'infecting" the other prisoners 
with their spirit of revolt. Throughout the hunger 
strike there were a number of demonstrations in 
support of the prisoners, hut many were seveiefy 
fo pressed. The prisoners ended their hunger strike 
on January 13 2003 at the request of comrades 
and family. 

It is hard to know where this wilt go from here. 
The Berber rebels continue to vigorously defend 
their autonomy, Thousands regularly occupy the 
streets of Kabylla— (hare was another huge 
demonstration at the end of April.. Repression has 
been intense, and it seems I hat many people grew 
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vrtsry, but the problems that provoked the uprising 
remain. 

This insurrection is of groat interest to 
anarchists, There have been no leaders, no = 

parties, no charismatic spokespeople end no 
hierarchical or representative organisations of any 
sort behind it. It has been self organised by those \ 
In struggle m a horizontal way and with specific 
guidelines to prevent the possibility of recuperation \ 
by parties, unions, politicians or other \ 

unscrupulous Individuals, and these guidelines 
have bean actively reinforced by those In struggle. \ 
The movement has remained equally opposed to ] 
all of the contenders for power: the military, the j 
government* Islamic fundamentalists, the left and 
the unions. It managed to keep police 
"quarantined 4 to their barracks for long periods of 
lime. IS carried out two election boycotts. Once It 
even forced the government to release arrested 
comrades. And it earned out the dally tasks ol an 
ongoing insurrectionary struggle. All through 
autonomous direct action- Mow it Is undergoing 
Intense repression, and solidarity Is needed. 

Here is a statement of solidarity issued by some ! 
Italian comrades at the end of November; 

"Insurgent Algerians, j 

"The struggle that you have been carrying [ 

forward against all society's rulers since April \ 

2GQ1 Is an example for us and tor oil the | 

exploited. Your uninterrupted rebellion has shown \ 
that the terror ism of the stale and the integral ist 
groups, allied for a decade in the slaughter of the 
pour to the benefit of the rich, has not lessened ! 

your ferocity, You have understood that faced with j 

the infectious disease of military dictatorship and 
the plague of Islamic fundamentalism, the only 
choice Is open revolt* In the union of two 
capitalisms, the liberal one that privatises and fires 
people in mass and the socialist bureaucratic one 
that tortures and kills,, you have responded with 
the unity of a generalised struggle. / 

“Wo imagine who! It means for a stale and its 
police to find themselves facing a mass of rebels 
whose posters warn: ‘You cannot kill us. we ore ■ 

already deed" as occurred in June 2001. Sul we j 

can barely imagine what it means for a region with \ 
a few million Inhabitants, like Kabylie. whore the 
police are barricaded in their barracks. [ 

“quarantined 1 by the insurgent population; in which j 
elections are deserted en masse, the ballot buses j 
and the offices of political parties set on fire* In \ 
which the city halls are deserted and boarded up." j 

‘The politicians who sit in the parliament with j 
zero votes obtained have revealed the lie of 

■ 

representative democracy and the arrogance of a 
power that is Increasingly mafia-like to all. You have j 
managed to shatter the plans of anyone who tried j 
to give your struggle a regiomalist or parlbeulansl j 
Image, ] 



'"The universal content of your demands- such 
as Ehat of the Immediate and non negotiable 
withdrawal Of the police — can no longer be 
hidden." 

“The autonomy of your movement organised 
horizontally in the aarch 1 village assemblies) , can 
only unite all the leaders of Algerian society and 
their accomplices in other countries against you. A 
revolt without leaders and without parties won't 
even find favour among the professionals of 
international solidarity who are deprived, in this 
case r Of charismatic figures or sub-commondantes 
to idealise. Up to now, you have only been able to 
count on yourselves. And tho repression presses 
hard, with hundreds ol deaths, thousands of 
injuries, people disabled for life, so many missing,, 
the torture and arrest of many delegates of the 
aareft and many demonstrators. With prisoners on 
hunger strike and many insurgents forced to go 
underground/ 

"Now the radlcallty of what you have arroady 
done Itnds other accomplices in the world, in order 
to break the Information embargo and (he 
murderous violence of the state. The bullets th£t 
^.rnke are also gwen by iho Kalian government and 
Jraiian industries, Eni in the lead. The weapons 
that are used against your demonstrations arc 
often of Italian manufacture," 

"COMRADES, YOU ARE NOT ALONE. MAY YOUR 
REVOLT EXPLODE EVERYWHERE/ 

— "Some friends of the AamfT* 




CMdren throwing around fists at candidam* m 
an abandoned polling station in Tadmart, 
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Although the number of protest sites has been In decline since the late 1990s, the 
tactic may thankfully be starting to have a renaissance. Despite their possible 
shortcomings (for example see articles In Do or Die INo.8. pp, 155-158), they can 
attract new people to radical ecological action and can still be highly effective at 
slowing or halting ecologically destructive developments. This Is a brief round up of 

Defences are being built and direcl action is 
being planned: as ever,, people and climbing tat are 
needed in whai could become a major campaign. 

The site t$ sweat or Arundel. 15 minutes walk 
from Ford railway station on the South Coast line. 
Tel: 07736 984 653 or 07792 248 192 {text 
messages preferred) Emak: worihipfl^j : ^ 
acUQn.org Web' www.scar-uk ■ fsnat . ce.u k 

D'Hoppe Forest, Belgium 

Vos, wo knew, not In Bui am F but probably closer 
to many of us than Seoul and S D" Hoppe is a small 
village In Belgium whose surrounding forest Is 
adjacent to the Orekeibos nature reserve. The city 
owned forest which provides a hem natural habitat. 
Is bemg. attacked by sand quarrying, untreated 
sewage and an unlawfully functioning landfill 
operation. 

The forest has been occupied, since April 
2003 — tree houses have been erected and a camp 
established. Direct action has occurred regularly, 
iargeti»\g me council, the environment ministry, and 
blockading roads. A whole week of eel ion is 
happened at the end of June 2003, 



currant sites, though mure are planned. 
Arundel, West Sussex 

A now site set up m summer 2003 at Tortmgton 
Common, In response to I he proposed 'bypass of 
the bypass" a( Arundel. 

Over five spuare km of ancient woodland is \ 

threatened, including 100 fool Oaks and vew trees. [ 
Torrlngton Common, Binsted woods and the 
wetlands of the river Arun will all tra affected.. 

The proposed resd Is part of me planned South 
Coast motorway, which Is being surreptitiously built 
in segments- -further ecological destruction will 
occur across the South Downs if the new bypass Is 
built at Arundel. 
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The site fee 
located near 
D'Hoppe/La 
Hoppe P 8km east 
of Ronse/Renesi 
along the N48. 

Buses 21-25 From 
Ronse pass the 
village- From 

D' Hoppe station 
continue a tong the 
road and take an 
immediate right. 

Two hundred metres 
into the forest there's 3 path on the toft towards 
the site. Tel: 00 32 497 630 312 Email: 
mfe#FQer Loss. web: www.foert.Qfg 

Fas fane Peace Camp, Scotland 

At 21 years* the longest running camp In the 
UK, Fas lone Peace camp has continual acted 
egalnsl the nuclear weapons ami submarines at 
Faslane NaveF So&q. and despite threats of • 

evict Ion, I ho camp has survived. 

In April 2003, a mass blockade involving a 
diverse min of over BOO people happened. Many 
activists used chain and plastic tube took-ons to 
successfully close down the base. Direct action will 
continue at Fas lane to make Scotland nuke free! 

the camp is right outside Fsslane Naval Base. 
Shandon. Dunbartonshire, Scotland. Tel: 01436 
820 901 Email: co nlact^f aslaoeoeacec am p.org, uh 
Web: www. fastaneoeaceca mo, ora ,<i k 



arid tower. Direct action is needed to prevent 
the destruction of an important ecosystem. 
To get to the camp, upon entering Bii&ton (B 
mHes south or Edinburgh towards Penicuik on 
I he AT01J, there's a footpath opposite the VW 
garage. Go down the path towards the bridge 
to the site. Teh 07986 632 429 
Email: tnfo®bilsionglen.aba.ore.ijk Web: 
www.bi Iston g le m abs-org.uk 



Nine Ladles, Derbyshire 

The sue et Nine Laflies has existed since 
E September 199S). It Exists to slop the planned 
I quarrying uf Sumlon Moor, part of the Peak District 
National Park As well as supporting fallow deer. 

: badgers and other wildlife. Stanton Moor Is also 3 
j Bronze Age burial sue including the Nine Ladces 
- stone circle. 

! The presence of ihe site has deterred quarry 
expansion in the Peak District, and direct action 

" 

: has taken place throughout the campaign. Nine 
l Ladies consists of four camps, and is under 
immediate threat of eviction. As fiver, peopte and 
i equipment are needed, 

[ The OS National Grid reference for the site is SK 
\ 247 634. To got there by bus catch the R61 or 
TransPeak (both TRENT) to Rowsley (Peacock 
j Hotel}. Turn ieR following the sign for Stanton in 
; Peak. Keep following this road until you reach a 
\ junction* then lake the sharp left hand turn, which 
\ Is slgnposied Stanton Lees. Carry on past a phone 
; box, and the site entrance is on your right and may 
have a vehicle (Of several) parked near to fl By 
i train you can catch the train lo Mattock and 
= proceed from there. There are now venous sighs 
marking the entrance. The path leads towards an 
] old barn* near which is the communal bonder and 
] an Information toiler, Tel: 07676 311 709 
I Email: soarRy^n ineladies, zoom .co^ uh Web: 
l www. n ineiadies ■ u k lin us.net * 
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Bilston Wood p Scotland 

Protestors have erected a sit® at Bllston Glen to 
stop the 'realignment' of the A701, The proposed 
road, whfccft is to he hunt under the Private Finance 
initiative IPFI] will destroy mature woodland and 
lead to further industrialisation, 

Part of the woodland Is an S8SI (Site of Special 
Sc in nn fit interest}, and contains a medieval bridge 
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The Baku Tbilisi Ceyhan (BTC) pipeline is BP's latest project* Running From the 
Caspian Sea through 8 conflict zones In Turkey. Georgia and Azerbaijan, this 1.000 
mile long oil pipeline will bring 1 million barrels of oil a day to Europe and the US 
for the next 40 years, and wifi have a devastating impact on the ecology and 
human rights in the area. 



The pipeline is the key to unlocking vast oil 
reserves, the burning of which will wreak havoc oh 
Ihe earth's efimate. The 6TC pipeline wiE| faring us 
oil equal to 150 percent Of Ihe pollution produced 
by ail vehicles in the UK o^eh year and 250 
percent ol the carbon dioxide pollution that the UK 
said it would cut under the Kyoto climate change 
agreement. Fur I he* more, BP will have no social or 
environmental responsibility (c.g. for leaks) even 
though the pipeline is planned to run through 
earthquake toms. 0^ will bo spill by tankers and 
washed up on our shores. National parks and huge 
mineral water sources, will bo sacrificed. Both 
Current and future local and Elf laws end protection 
will be bypassed. 

In terms ol human rights h we only have to look 
at BP's track record (and that of any other ok 
company such as Shell In Ogonjl&nd. Nigeria) to 
know what this pipeline will mean for the people on 
the ground, The area around the pipeline will he 
run under special "BP law'. In other places such as 
Nigeria and Colombia K this has meant killings and 
disappearances by brutal paramilitaries, paid for fay 
host countries and fay uS P ihrough public money 
and BP tax dodges and corruption. This 
militarisation of Oil extraction areas also gives the 
UK an opportunity to sell more arms. 

Local communities will not see any benefit from 
this pipeline. It will trash or evict Kurdish villages 



and farmland already under violent occupation end 
j assault by the Turkish state. They win rose their 
; rand, their independence, their skills, and some of 
them will Jose their lives. No one except BP and its 
• project partners will benefit from this proposed 
j pipelines system, yet BP is asking that 70 percent 
of the S3. 3 billion project be financed by public 
money. It is courting the UK government and bonks 
such as the European Bank of Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD) and Ihp inlornahonul 
Financial Corporal ion jlFC- — an arm of the WorFd 
Bonk) which generate their funds from taxpayers' 
money. If those banks don't cough up the money, 
the pipeline cannot go ahead. At present, although 

■ the British government are ‘minded' to give BP the 
£65 million they need for the pipeline, and the 

j construction company AMEC ere fined up to build 
j ft* the project Is not yet on absolute certainty, 
j Which gives us an opportunity to stop \l. 

\ Direct Action in the UK 

■ 

Earth First! and other groups have been visiting 
\ many of the companies involved in the pipeline, in 
i December 2002, the London HQ of Environmental 
j Resource Management (ERM), bulFshit 
: environmental consultants for the pipeline, was 
! occupied by London Rising Tide, independent 
researchers found that consultations hod not been 
dortti In local languagos and tool many villages had 
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been ignored and key locations excluded. The 
consultants from ERM claimed to have talked to i 
100 percent of villagers in Hacibayram In north 
eastern Turkey—a village that was. at the time, 
completely abandoned following local confined BP 
was contacted Irani the ERM- Chief Executive's 

i 

office and a spoof consultation about the day's I 
occupation was done, in January 2003 a group of ] 
people visited the Manchester offices of ERM and j 
demanded lo talk lo David Woodward* BP L s Head 
of Azerbaijan. 

in February,. Leeds EFT occupied the top floor 
offices of the European Bank of Reconstruction j 
and Development (EBRD) in the City of London* J 
interrupting an executive meeting about the BTC ] 
pipeline. They refused lo leave until they had j 

spoken lo those responsible Tor signing off the j 
project. In response tht very eager- to-appeaso j 

Public Relations, Environment and Economics 
directors attempted to 'dialogue' with the group for 
four hours. Tht discussion confirmed that the 
EBRD had already promised BP the money and i 
wore now just working out how to justify It I When ] 
asked to name one oil pipeline ever that had 
delivered the benefits promised to affected l 

communities, they couldn't. An invitation to return 
has not yet been taken up! Documents wore also j 
found with She Barths prepared answers to j 

criticisms. 

- 

Also In February. Oxford Rising Tide greeted and 
gave out leaflets to BP shareholders outside BP HQ \ 
on the day the quarterly results were announced. j 

In March,, another group occupied the offices of ; 
RSK in Cheshire— a green wash company simirar to j 
ERM hut this time providing Cultural and Heritage 
Impact Assessments, and with a client list that \ 
makes your blood run cold. Because not much was 
known about RSK— and because the group had no 
desire lo listen to bullshit-— i he group decided on a 
silent occupation, refusing Co engage with any of 
the staff and simply gathering whatever Information 
they could from files and computers. RSK are 
heavily Involved in managing the imago of the oil 
Industry nil round the world. 

Also in March* the international Petroleum 
Exchange (IPE J in the City of London was stormed. 

The trading floor was closed down os traders throw 
punches end insults at the occupiers, one of whom 
had to gel stitches in his forehead* Two people 
managed lo occupy an office overlooking the \ 

trading floor* barricading themselves inside for 40 
minutes until they were dragged out by the police's 
hot squad, in ek the IRE was dosed down for Three i 
hours in an action designed to crystallise the link 
between oil and the war in Iraq- For mors \ 

Information contact: 

utetaaiaft rojai inffygnoo. cq ,uk 

tn April, the BP Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
at the Royal Festival Hak in London was disrupted 



by Earth Firstlers. Heavy security was got past and 
the reception slunk put (boll up comlrpy and IH 
nettles, leave to cool, (hen piss m it to act watt a 
really noxious smell. You can also add fishbolt— 
lugworrri or smelly cheese— for a worse stench!) ■ 
Two people got into the auditorium ilseif where 
rants were shouted and CEO John Browne was 
heckled. Barry Hatton, BP Baku NGQ Relations, 
'dialogued w«!h a locked on activist by sending fur 
bolt-croppers. H 

The Baku pipeline is a beg deal— not only S 

because it's a nasty project hut also because it ns 
happening at a time when the first phase of the oil 
wars has begun— with the invasion ol Iraq by th£ 
corporatocracy led by Bush and Blair. This is not an 
isolated case, it's not just BP. but we can make $ 1 

start with bp. which is already on shaky ground, m 
Because of visits like chose described above and j 
duo to pressure exerted by groups like Rismg Tide* 
the Briku pipeline has already been put back by 6 
months. At 1 million barrels of oil a day, every 1 
dny L s delay means the loss of millions of dollars,, ■ 
Furthermore, -despite an aggressive greenwash *1 
strategy (Including a BP sponsored Ecology ] 
exhibition at the Natural History Museum In H 

London) concerns about BP working practices in 
Alaska end Colombia have already caused 
investors lo question their involvement with BP. 1 
There Is no future and no sense In the oil j 

industry — it cannot be reformed, it has to be ] 

dismantled. So gel out there and shut BP down) j 



Also worth looking at is SOHW 
Common Concerns: imagining 
BP r $ AtetO&ljan Georgia Turkey 
Pipelines System produced by 
various campaigning groups 
(ISBN 1 9QQIT5 49 5) 

Take Action 1 

Get e group together and go 
and visit one of the following: 
ERM {London and Manchester j, 
the EBRD ( London j, AMEC 
(London and Cheshire), RSK 
(Cheshire), L^ard Brothers 
(London) and any BP petrol 
si anon or of fice. * 




Futher Information 

For information on the pipeline contact Rising 
Tide, the UK grassroots network against climate 

change, at: in ro^nsinghde-org-u k 
Check these websites: 
www. BflKucaytian .Q-rE.uk 

WWW burninfplHnat.rwt 

wmk pamMo.gTg>uk 
www.k-ankwmgh.Qfg 
www.erm-cfinefl mfl.com 
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Dominant culture rarely interests itself In evidence other than that which shews 
willing and enthusiastic complicity from Its subjects. Acts of refusal and revolt are 
effaced from the historical record when they expose the tenuous control of 
authority. Even when they do appear, presence, motives and behaviour are all 
mediated through the tens of elite partiality which works to deny that we are 
capable of generating the Ideas and means of our own liberation. 



That much most of us recognise; it is the 
premise of class history developed in the 1960s \ 

by the likes of EP Thompson. Christopher Hilt and j 
Eric Hobsbawn. But theirs is also a particularlst 
history, focused as It is on I he some level of public 
appearance as that of the Establishment. Just os 
real life is elsewhere than on television, so the 
history of resistance Is at ihe very least written 
between the lines of I he olficiei record of leaders, 
followers and climatic events, in the interests of 
self-preservation, the ruling. class and Its official 
recorders— journalists and other such vermin 
whose social position depends upon the 
maintenance of crass society — invariably work to 
keep attention only on a protests leaders (whether 
real or imaginary) and particularly on those with 
superior status or privilege. [ 

But as well as those who lack the influence to 
have their words and actions recognised as \ 

important are those who have no intention [ 

whatsoever to be identified. It is this realm of 
Individual and collective refusal that has proved the 
most resilient to exposure in the historical record, 

A, vast area of active political life Is Ignored for 
the simple fact that It lakes place at a lever we i 
rarely recognise as political* Trained by the mass 



media to applaud the spectacular action rather 
than the incremental and prudent, all is fin the 
appearance, the image of revolt as reproduced 
through that same mass media, Sul much political 
activity is elaborated among an intentionally 
restricted public l hat excludes or is hidden from 
I he gaze of a uthority. So It fis not only that tho 
historical record is kept by elites, for elites, but 
that subversives themselves have an interest in 
concealment of their activities (for starters, this 
gives us greater personal security and self control l. 
$UCh acts as these were never meant to be 
recordable, and they were often successful only 
insofar as they were Invisible. The most successful 
poisoning of class oppresses for example, are 
those never known as such, just like the perfect 
crime, the subversive act seeks to escape all 
detection, cover Us tracks and avoid appearance in 
the archives; for The perpetrators to strike 
(anonymously) again. Only those who wish to be 
martyrs, self-publicists or media personalities 
would wish to wait around to offer their names and 
have their picture taken. 

Though the point, by its very nature „ is 
Impossibly of proof, apparent docility Is the 
measure of subterfuge, and is only broken by 
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those crises of ruilr>£, class confidence that allow 
insurrectionary breakthrough. Our ability to 
capitalise on these favourable moments must be 
understood In the context of a tong term struggle 
lhat is only successful Insofar as il Is invisible. 

So a view of politics focused either on the 
official and format relations of power (the 
command performances of consent >, or on open 
protest and rebellion, represents a far too narrow 
concept of political life, The body of historical 
knowledge ih hi we must grapple with is for the 
most part only a record of that which has broken 
ihrough to the public sphere. There are 
undoubtedly important instructive events and 
occurrences among them which can give strength, 
ihrough popular memory, to protesi and 
resistance. But the lens of hindsight and reportage 
is a distorted mirror, 'History' records what is 
most spectacular and most easily located: the 
start, the peaks, the decisive break with the past. 
We see the climax,, the [only possibly decisive} 
invasion of public space. As such it implodes the 
development of movements of refusal and social 
transformation, for it freezes our attention on a 
single frame in time, disconnected from that which 
made it possible. As Dickens remarks in Bamaby 
Rudgci "We note the harvest more ihan the seed 
time." Despite the claims of the media, these 
moments almost never come from nowhere: they 
are, rather, the acceleration of continuing 
processes through timely public manifestation. Tho 
agitation and preparation that precede and 
underpin the demonstrative act are a /ways 
beginning and never end. Il is at the point of 
certain rupture that the perpetrators Of everyday 
acts of refusal consider it safe lo appear on the 
public stage. Unless provoked by the State into 
desperate measures, open collective defiance is 
rarely undertaken unless it is practical and likely to 
succeed. Until that time, the mechanisms, 
structures and struggles which necessarily precede 
it remain a closed book. 

It is the accumulation of 'potty' acts of defiance 
and refusal chat make critical upsurges possible. 
They are not a substitute for revolution but a 
necessary condition for it, That is why the 
insurrectionary moment invariably escalates so 



rapidly— "as if from nowhere"— and is why 
revolutionary elites (the clownish ringmasters Of ■ ! 
the vanguard) always hod themselves hopelessly ■ > 
overtaken, 

No More False Piophets 

An unddrslanding of previous movements lor I 
change Is not merely an exercise in historical I 

interpretation. Knowledge gamed is ihc means by ■ 
which we can understand how to take effective ft 
action, ourselves, today. When we recognise whet 
has been, we can plan tor whet might be. H 

; Movements that attempt to create a groundswtfl 
of opposition by initiating pubiic {usually publicity H 
seeking) protests will always meet with general ft 
indifference not because most people don't care, H 
: but because we are a ioc more realistic about the 1 

: utility of such initiatives than the protestors, I 

I The art of the possible is discovered rather in 1 
: those anonymous, immediate (but not by any I 

: means spontaneous) short run collective actions I 

r that apply the principles of guernlla warfare to 1 

[ everyday life. Cryptic and, above all, sw^epnriOuS 
\ actions are best adapted to resist an opponent I 

[ who can probably win any open confrontation- We 1 

\ must be ever ready to melt aw% as soon as faced 1 

with unfavourable odds. 9 

Spontaneous forms of popular action can be. 
and are. deliberately chosen because of the j 

tactical advantages for oil those involved. Whai | 

might be called 'low intensity class warfare Is 
always pressing, testing and probing (ha ] 

| boundaries of the permissible— so as to take swift 
advantage of any fissures that may open up in 
moments of crisis. M Is not then our "incapacity' to 
sustain permanent political orgam&ation {most 
sensible people vote with their feel and avoid 
i these formations like the plague ) but that the 
choice of fleeting, direct action represents a 
popular tactical wisdom developed in conscious 
| response to the political constraints realistically 
faced. Anonymity and avoidance of formal 
j organisations are enabling modes of resistance, a 
measure of our understanding of both the danger 
and the futility of spectacular mediated action. 

While such action precludes formal 
organisation, ft most certainly does not eschew 
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effective co ordlrtH(ion r achieved through the 
Informal networks of affinity, kinship, traditional 
and intentional community, workpiece and. yes. 
even perhaps ritual and religious practice. Socially 
embedded networks, developed at the level of the 
everyday, ere e$ opaque to the authorities es they 
ere indispensable to subversive activity. Let what's 
left of the Left engage In monumental plans for 
gfl^ndiose national— now even global — federations. 
iFede rat ions and movements of what? Parades 
Pefore the worlds TV cameras? No thanks.) 

Effective subversion must bo organised out of 
the gaze of domination, in a sequestered physical, 
cultural Of social location; those areas that are 
least patrolled by aulhority. (Anarchist and nco- 
mU.v. j meetnif;'- -> ri ' n-iisr-, inventions for police 
Informers, wannabe reformist polillciaos and 
loonles.li 

For those who look only on the surface of 
things, those seduced by the spectacular imeg# of 
def lance, the strategy posed here might be seen 
as a retreat from conventional 1 class struggle. But 
all things are precisely not as they seem: this is 
the very form that traditional successful class 
struggle has always token, the clandestine, 
apparently innocuous, maybe even anti'polilical 
assembly provides the fluidity, the guerrilla mobility, 
for effective subversive action. 

No Name No Slogan 

For us, there are immediate uses and gains In 
formations such as these: no Feaders to round up. 



no hierarchical! organisation to wield pow or over us 
in our name, no membership lists to investigate, 
no manifestos to denounce, no mediators to meet 
(and then Join) the power holding elite. Ho public 
claims are made, no symbolic tines ere drawn, no 
press statements to be deliberately misconstrued 
\ and trivial ised by journalists. No platforms or 
\ programmes which the intellectuals can hijack as 
their exclusive property, no flag or banner to which 
j to pledge a cress and sectarian allegiance. 

Then what concrete forms will our subversion 

■ 

= take? Well, the forms it already takes: theft, 
j feigned ignorance (all the better to dissemble our 
\ intentions), shirking or careless labour, foot- 
1 dragging and the go-slow, zero work (wilh a little 
\ preparation we might coma to enjoy the next 
j depression), secret trade and production For sale 
i! (for barter— or oven better for free}, squatting, 
defaulting on ,ail payment! for anything, evasion of 
taxes, destruction of official records, sabotage and 
arson, assassin alien, impromptu riot (for the holi 
of it) and the detournment of State sponsored 
celebration Into moments of joyous destruction. 

If we were to under lake all this with the 
objective of attaining a complete self reliance In 
the satisfaction of all our needs and desires, we 
may well Und it sufficient For the move from 
l surviving within this system* to superseding it. 
let the dolly celebration of life be but a dress 
rehearsal for insurrection, it is the accumulation of 
small; instrumental acts that will bring authority to 
[ its knees. Let us rise!* 
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1. A dose association of two interdependent an mat or ptant species, 

2 . A similar relationship between persons or groups. (Greek: a living 
together} 



The Tuatara Uzard ( Sphenodon punctetus} has a symbiotic 
relationship with two birds, the Diving Petrel (Pe/ecanoitfes sp.) and the 
Sooty Shearwater (Puffins griseus). The Tuatara is a living fossil— the 
only remaining exempts ol the reptilian order Rhynchocephliia: the rest of this group of animals have been 
extinct for about a hundred milflon years. The Tuatara has lived almost without change for two hundred 



million years, passed by evolution ihanks in part to Its isolation on islands off New Zealand. It sports a 
crest of elongated movable plates along its neck and back giving rise to its name, which means spine 
bearer' in Maori. Not reproducing until the age of twenty, it Jays its eggs in burrows— usually those 
inhabited by birds. The eggs remain in the nest for up to Sixteen months fa very long time for a tirard or a 
bird It. Once hatched, the lizard can live for up to three hundred years. The birds wilh which it associates 
live in coton ies with burrows close together, giving the lizard a measure of safety, as the birds have a noisy 
early warning system If danger threatens. From the birds' point of view, the lizard protects eggs and 
nestlings from nest thieves and cleans (he burrows of parasitic insects.* 
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Its late July and the hottest day of the year. YoiTre 
dressed In black and stuck between the samba band 
and a line of heavily armoured Hot police opposite 
the Houses of Parliament. Your mask keeps 
slipping off, sweat's trickling down your back 
and your last mouthful of water has Just been 
used to wash tear gas from the eyes of ai friend. 
Does London always have to he tike this? Will 
you ever be able to escape the noise, the 
fumes and the overcrowded 
streets? 
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“Hein Is a city much like London," wrote Shelley, one hundred end eighty years ago. 
But It hasn't always been this way. Let your mind wander ten times further back, 
one thousand eight hundred years before Shelley 's time, when the vista in 
Parliament Square was very different. Where you are now a sweet stream is flowing 
down from the hills of Hampstead. Just ahead are the reedy shores of the 
meandering Thames. On the right, where Westminster Abbey will stand, is T homey 
Island, named after its wild abundance of brambles, Behind are peaceful meadows 
fringed with willow. 



Even a thousand years ago, when Edward the 
Confessor was considering Thomey island as the 
sH.e for his great abbey. this was a tranquil , rustic 
place.. 'A delightful £poi. Surrounded with fertile 
lands and green fields",, one monk wrote in his life 
of Edward, 

Could the clock foe turned back and London 
once more he a sylvan paradise? If you've ever 
been filled with a secret wish to see the traffic 
vanish, the buildings lumbie down and Londons 
hills end valleys once more filled with flowers and 
trees and birdsong, you arc not alone. Towards the 
close of the last century, naturalist Richard 
Jefferies was so disgusted by the capital's filth 
that ho wrote After London, in which Londoners are 
mercifully extinct and: the city rapidly reverts to 
marsh, j 

Bui what would really happen If London went 
pack to nature? Let's suppose that this weekend j 
Londoners flee after a Chernobyl style nuclear 
accident. Or that tonight's news reveals that a 
genetically-engineered virus has been sel loose, as ; 
En the recent film 28 Days Later, Or that Londoners j 
suddenly an get so sick of city life that they lake ] 

Shelley's advice to flea "to the wild wood and the ■ 

downs". How long before abandoned London = 

turned Pack to a rural paradise? How would it look j 
in 5, 50 or 500 years? How would nature take 
control? 

2003 2008 | 

H Mosl cities already have the biological { 

poteniiei— microorganisms, £oii nematodes, 
earthworms, up through the larger vertebrates — to 
rapidly begin the natural processes that humans 
Interfere with just by being around." says John- 
Hadidiao, director of the Urban Wildlife Protection 
Program of The Humane Society of the United : 

Slates. ] 

The mrtial changes arc familiar to every city j 

dweller who goes mto battle against invading j 

weeds and shrubs. Within the first yeah dandelions 
and other weeds begin growing in the gutters and j 
emerge from the cracks caused by frost and j 

flooding in concrete, paving slabs and wails. j 

But they only exploit existing weaknesses. j 

Shrubs like buddlela are far more aggressive. Its _ 
roots are powerful enough to penetrate bricks and : 
mortar lo find moisture ,. says botanist Anthony 



Bradshaw* formerly of the University of Liverpool. 
Buddies grows fast, and its light seeds are easily 
dispersed by the wmd. Brought to Britain from the 
Himalayas lo adorn Victorian gardens, buddieia is 
already everywhere in London, poised to rid the city 
of ns concrete and brick. 

The Utter from these plants, plus the thin layer 
of mosses and lichens, gradually settles as a fine 
layer of soil on top of the concrete and tarmac, 
Allowing other plants to spread. Within five years, 
roads, pavements, parking places, and the great 
squares of the city are carpeted with weeds end a 
rich tuff of clover. 

Nitrogen-fixing plants like clover flourish first 
because I he soil contains much sand and detritus 
from disintegrating brick and concrete and Is still 
poor En nutrients. For the same reason, alder, 
which can also flu nitrogen, would be one of the 
first trees lo establish itself. These plants 
gradually make room for less adaptable species. 

An understoray of grasses and shrubs gradually 
spreads over the city- As the soil layer builds up. 
deeper-footEng plants take hold. Trees start to grow 
and their roots smash through what's left of the 
paveme nt and tarmac that has sealed the ear lb 
from the sun while humans held sway. 

The city of Pnpyac, near Chernobyl . shows how 
quickly nature can take its revenge. Pripyat was the 
most modern ol Soviet towns, built with little 
expense spared for nuclear workers at Chernobyl, 
Now, says Donald Bruce, a former nuclear 
inspector who visited Pripyat In April,, the concrete 
povtng stones in one of the city's squares have 
been smashed and, in places, pushed up almost a 
metre by tree roots* as if a giant earthquake had 
struck 

The pace of change speeds up after London is 
hit by fire and flood. Early autumn around five 
years after abandonment Is. a likely time for fire. 
ihe streets have built up a shallow litter of grasses 
and fallen leaves- a dry spell and a lightning strike 
sets the city a&razc. Fire guts the buildings that 
still dominate the London landscape. As the 
houses burn and roofs come crashing down, 
nutnents are released from their timbers and from 
leaf litter, providing the fertiliser to speed London's 
return to Its past. "The plants would realty charge 
in. taking advantage of the nitrogen available from 
burnt materia^ ■ says Hadidran,, 
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Boforn the fire, London is merely derelict, In the 
next five years H plants are poised to really mko 
over as another powerful force of nature — flood— 
begins to hil the city. 

2008*2013 

With humans gone, floods are inevitable. On 
12th January 1996, the Thames flood barrier was 
closed for three consecutive tides to hold bock 
damaging surges generated by a combination of a 
major storm and spring tides. Without the flood 
barrier, says Mervyn Little wood, a tidal engineer at 
Hydraulics Research,, Wallingford, a surge tide 
could charge into cam rat London, and damage the 
embankments that protect H. 'Then In a 
comparatively eh art lime you would got regular 
inundation from spring tides.* Even without a 
Storm, says Little wood, neglect ensures that the 
fiver's ear Eh ombankmertEs ore slowly eroded or 
damaged by subsidence. Several Times a year, and 
then more frequently, land along the banks Of the 
Thames f foods and gjadualiy reverts to marsh leneL 




At the close of the first decade alter 
abandonment, the wildlife really begins to come 
into its own, familiar weeds, like rose boy 
wiirowherb that grew in places endlessly disrupted 
by humans, yield to the true flowers of nature. 
Orchids once more bloom in central London. The 
river, railways and canals, which provide broad 
avenue* linking central London to the surrounding 
countryside, help the old inhabitants spread hack 
into town. 

The advance parties are already here. The 
Camiey Street Natural Park beside the Regent's 
Canal in north London is in an area that was ohee 
part of the Middlesex fores? . Andy Lfttlewood, who 
manages the park for the London Wildlife Trust, 
says that It contains five common spotted orchids 
whose seeds probably arrived via the canal from 
some distant source. It also contains a large pond 



whose fi*h population is sustained by fry from 
canal r Should London ever be evacuated, 

Li tile wood believes the pork itself would act as a 
seed store as well as an animal pool for 
colonisation further gfjeld. 

Wilh the plants come butterflies, bees end 
other insects and invertebrates. Larger insets, 
birds and finally mammals follow as iho food chain 
rebuilds itself. Soon, oven the centre of the city 
lull of butterflies as well as kestrels, foxes, 
hedgehogs, bats and— where the floods leave 
pools and marsh In the area closest to the nvef— 
toads, frogs and newts. Birch trees nourish in the 
developing son, 1 

But not all abandoned London's wildlife is 
entirely natural.. The two grey wolves in London Zoo 
have upped and bred with pet dogs gone wild, m\ 
Bernt Jones of Uppsala University in Sweden, says 
that linger dogs like German shepherds could weli 
survive in the wild and prove suitable mate* for Ihe 
wolves Smaller breed* of dog would simply provide 
their lunch. 



Cats do better. A 1993 study of the stomach 
oont&nls imd boll a wo ur of feral cats showed that 
75 percent of their diet came from food pul Out Tor 
them, white the rest came from scavenging. But 
other studies have Shown that urban cats kill a lot 



of ptey which | hey do not eat — mostly birds, 
followed by small mammals such as rats and mice. 
\ According to Hadtdiam -it would be much easier for 
| oats to 'rediscover their wild genes" than for dogs. 
Many animals that we think of as 'wildlife' 
vanish in the first decade, as they depend on me 
food end shelter provided by human*, Trafalgar 
Square is bereft of its vast flocks of pigeons and 
house mice disappear altogether. Sewer rats fere 
j no better. "The reason we"ve got rats Is because 
we've got people," says Dave Cowan of the 
Ministry for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Genual 
Science Laboratory in Slough, Volos, hoidmiqe and 
other rural specie* would return to AH the nicho, 
says Oliver Gilbert, e reader in landscape 
architecture at the University of Sheffield, 

But as birch saplings encroach on the Mall, and 
much of central London is. full of burnt out 
- buildings, overrun wuh creepers and with shrubs 
growing out from ledges and crock* In their wails, 

] the besieged city still bolds out against me 
onslaught of nature. The concrete and steel office 
i blocks In the City financial district and out east to 
: Canary Wharf are immensely strong, Although the 
| streets have turned! green, the concrete buildings 
i merely look neglected. Window* are broken, or 
: have fallen from theif frames, and the concrete is 
i stained by the smoke of fires, But their structures 
| are in as good shape as ever-— or even better. 
Without peopEe, thare'd be no pollution from 
vehicles or industry, says Tim Eurstein of the 
Department of Material* Science at Iho university 
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.4 succession of frees take Over &he afy m mth oak eventually mmnatiflg away from ihe flood plain. 



of Cambridge, and rain would bo less acidic than a 
is now. That helps preserve concrete, which is 
aikuime. The con dm on ol the buildings is good 
news tor cliff nesting birds, At iho end of the firs! 
decade, The corrupie* of pipes and si air wells that 
adorn ihe Lloyd’s build mg supports a huge 
population of kestrels, sparrowhawks and even a 
few rough-legged buzzards from Scandinavia. 

2013-2063 

Some other great steel structures— Ihe bridges 
of London — would not, find life after humans so j 
congenial. Blackfnars bridge and some of the other \ 
metal bodges that span the Thames need regular = 
repainting and thirty years would be enough for \ 
them to fall into disrepair, says Lttdewood, [ 

The massive masonry piers hold up for a long j 
time, but fifty years after abandonment the bridges = 
are collapsing. 'You would end up with a series of = 

weirs down ihe river where bits and pieces had = 

fallen In/ says Liltlewood. Salmon returned to the ■ 
Thames in the 1970s r after It was cleaned up, but j 
have not yet spawned ihe re, In the new pollution- 
free London, salmon leap their at nficuri weirs on 
the way lo the spawning grounds upriver. 

Twenty to thirty yours alter the humans leave, 
birch woodland: would rapidly till Ihe open spaces, 

■ay* David Goode, director of the London Ecology 
Unit. Elsewhere an impenetrable! understorey o! 
okler thicket— perhaps rising to five metres in 
height— dominates. As Ihe birch matures and 
some trees foil, creating even more ground litter. 
Sycamore end maple move In. 

‘The whole buih Townscape would change quite [ 
dramatically In something like 30 years/ Goode \ 
says. Ivy,. carried by birds from the Victorian F 

cemeteries where it proliferates, is growing down f 
from the roofs of skyscrapers, giving Canary Wharf 
and Centre Point a spreading gjeen cap- Ivy also j 
clambers up from the ground, probably reaching a \ 
maximum height of 40 metros. Sdys Gilbert. \ 

Wooden constructions would be the first to = 

vanish completely, says Han Srinivas of the l 



Department of Social Engineering at Tokyo Institute 
of Technology, followed by the materials that glue a 
building together— partitions, insuiatiofi^materlais 
lhat insects desiroy by hatting in them. House 
sparrows, pigeons and ether birds that nest In side 
city buildings are usually accompanied by Insects 
that live in their nests. Whan the birds leave, the 
insects colonise carpels, fur and pianis. 

The remains of houses built of brick and stone 
are still clearly visible amid the growing forest. 

Steel pipes and copper eabtes are rusted but still 
recognisable. Bui as trees grow and taka root 
among the rubble, more and more walls come 
crashing down. Loaf litter begins to pile up over tho 
brick and rubble, softening its hard angles. Several 
centuries more are needed before they are reduced 
to mysterious hummocks beneath the turf and the 
giant towers of concrete, still dominating the 
skyline above the trees, are brought down. 

2063-2563 

London’s brick buildings nave been gutted by 
fire, undermined by water, by i cored by storms and 
infiltrated by plant roots and insects. Those 
nearest the rlvura-Mho Thames and Its tributaries, 
including London’s many underground rivers such 
as the Fleet, which flows alongside Farringdon 
Road—are tho first to go, says Heather Vltes, a 
lecturer in physical geography at the University of 
Oxford. 
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Now concrete find steel structures, too, are 
succumbing. Alter 200 years runny buildings $w 
CfumbHngr if not on the brink of collapse. White the 
concrete remained alkaline. the steel bars that 
reinforce It held fast against corrosion, Set carbon 
dioxide dissolved In rain has gradually carbonated 
the surface of the concrete and edged I is way in, 
while acic± from decaying organic matter In the 
ground has infiltrated concrete foundations. 

Once the steel corrodes, the end is swift, the 
corrosion products lake up about three nmes the 
volume of the steel itself, says Berstein, so as the 
steel rusts, it expands until its concrete covering 
crumbles off. "this Is probably the major failure 
you would see In buildings like Canary Wharf and 
In the City, as that steel reinforcement begins to 
corrode/ explains Alan Poole of the Geomafteflals 
Unit ait Queen Mary and Westfield College. London, 

Add to that the effects of rising groundwater. 
Already, says Vdos, London has problems largely 
because the exodus Of Industry from the city 
means that tess groundwater is being pumped out 
for commercial use As the water rises even 
further, large buildings with concrete foundations In 
the ofay sink and: tilt. 

The foundations of Canary Wharf are a huge 
mass of concrete and reinforcing steel. Two or 
three hundred years after abandonment, as the 
clay becomes waterlogged and the steel corrodes, 
the whole tower begins to tilt. In the mid 24th 
Century, (he Great Leaning Tower of Canary Wharf 
is a major tourist attraction. The great 
grandchildren, many limes removed, of those who 
abandoned London now take ecocrujses along me 
river. Ms banks lined with elder and willow and the 
flood plain beyond with poplar and ash. in the 
distance, a huge oak forest spreads over the low 
hills towards Hampstead Heath, Thy low-lying isle 
of Dogs has reverted entirely to marsh, Reanng up 
above the reeds and mud fes thy vast, Ivy efod 
tower, . tilting at a crary angle, 8 monument to the 
hideous city that was- 

The river dominates Ihy landscape. From above, 
a circling buz/ord sues on utterly changed London,, 
After 500 years without human intervention, the 
Thames is nothing tike it Is now, "The river through 
central London is 
narrower than it 
should naturally be, 
because of 
reclamations at the 
side/ says Mervyn 
Littlewood. "If it was 
allowed to look after 
itself, it would 
probably be shallower 
and wider/ 

Eventually it reaches 
the width of pte 



Roman London when Southwark, at the south sitte 
of London Bridge, was marsh and mudflats Much 
= o! the city reverts to flood ptein forest- ] 

j Adventurous hikers now loilow the woodland 
j trails through central London. But the naturalists 
\ among them can detect the work of humans. 

London has never reverted completely to its true 
= origins. Humans brought too many plants and 
j animals from abroad, "Since men arrived wrth Ins 
\ tfade and Interest In horticulture and crop prants. 
j the rate of immigration has speeded up 
\ enormously and speeds from all over the world 
] have arrived/ Gilbert says. J 

The forest of Greater London contains many of 
the exotic species introduced by humans that could 
adapt and survive without them, such as the hybrid: 
"super grasses" bred for dl&ea&e resistance and 
persistence. In the drier areas, the oak forest Is 
interspersed with foreign species such as 
sycamore, Norway maple- Turkey oak and some 
conifers. 

The birds are not all native. Ring-necked 
j parakeets, which originally came from Asia, are 
doing wolL Wolves, or wolf German shepherd 
: hybrids, room the forests preying on roe, muotjac 
l anct si Ha deer and feral Pigs descended from the 
[ stocks at London Zoo and city farms. In the 

: suburbs. I ho descendants of sweet chestnuts that 

■ 

once lined the streets are flourishing, 

\ Some time, perhaps five hundred years after 
; abandonment, the Great Leaning Tower of Canary 
\ Wharf finality crashes down, “Eventually it would 
! collapse, probably one stormy night/ says Poole. 

: It's unlikely that It, or any modern building would 
last as long os some great stone medieval 
■ constructions. "Look al Ely Cathedr&l — 1,000 yeans 
! old, slight lean, but remarkably stable/ says 
! Bursts in. “The superstructure might be snaky but 
: the substructure Is surprisingly resilient.* 1 in a Hood 
plain like London's, inundation of foundations and 
= natural soil movements would leave very low 
buildings standing after 1,000 years. By that Lime, 
both the oak and iho flood plain forests would be 
mature and the rubble Of Canary Wharf would have 
sunk Into the marsh. London Is no longer n blot on 
the landscape. A 
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The Pygmies of the West African Rainforest 




They live in the woods In ramshackle benders poorly constructed from a few sticks. 
They blow any money they have en cheap rancid alcohol. They seemingly do 
nothing all day long, eat vile slop cooked up ever the campfire and mercilessly 
scrounge off anyone they can, living in a situation of totally chaotic anarchy, Sound 
familiar? No, not a description of your average protest site but of a group of people 
who have been living like that for considerably longer. 



This is of course only a superficial first 
Impression of mo pygmies of the Congo basin 
rdnloresc Taken collectively, they are the largest 
group of anarchist gatherer-hunters in the worrd, 
and certainly one of the oldest continuous human 
cultures on earth. For thousands upon thousands 
of years they have Jived harmoniously With the 
forest, in tune with its ecology as few other people 
are. 

For over 15 years,, ttew Jersey native Louis 
Sarno has lived in the rainforest of the south, 
western comer of Ihe Central African RepubNc with 
the indigenous B^&anjeHO pygmies, in what is now 
peri of ihe O^anga-Sangha Dense Forest Reserve- 
Inspired by the music of the pygmies. Some began 
Tils jour nay wfljh tittle more than a plane ticket, a 
tape recorder, a few quid bunged to turn by 
musician Brian Eoo and a naive notion abou! 



pygmy life., largely Inlluenced by Col In Turnouts 
classic The Forest Peo&ie. 

Oulwardly la£y. scrounging and noflr-a1cat>ollc h 
the Ssyakn pygmies Sarno mol had seemingly -lost 
ail desire to hunt or moke music. Only when he 
had lived with them for some lime £on a diet of 
tadpoles,) was he allowed to join them in one of 
their hunting camps in the rainforest, where they 
still lived in relative harmony with nature. 

Do or Die talked 10 him on one of his rare tbps 
out of the forest- 

■ 

■ 

j Arrival In the Forest 

: When did you first go to live with the Bayaka and 
; what was it that originally Inspired you to go? 

[ 1 first got there in December 1985 and I've been 

living there continuously pretty much since 1989. I 
wHS interested in the traditional music Of the 
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FfciyrjhH,, so that'* the thing that drew nr*e there 
originally. And l\e always liked forests —I'd never 
seen a rainforest before but I figured I d like h 
rainforest too. 

E 

■ 

How did you find It when you gat there? Was It 
what you expected? 

In the beginning It wasn't really what I expected 
at all. The Bayaka were living not in the forest but j 
on the edge of the forest nod there was a logging i 
company there and a sawmill and a Sot of them 
were working lor the sawmill. They lived right 
across from me saw mill, so when I originally ! 

arrived you could see these piles of logs just down • 
the road, dead trees that had been cut down — so It 
wasn't really what I expected in (he beginning, not 
at all, \ 

Bui the people themselves, the Bayaka, seemed 
nice enough and SO I Just storied recording music j 
there and the music was really good, I had some 
problems getting mom io lot me hoar the real 
music but once I did it was really good so I decided j 
to stay. ; 

I 

What was their attitude to you? 

A white man coming from some other place — ■ 

he's bound to have wealth with him and things they j 
could l.rj ke and distribute— they could get a lot of 
money and gifts from me. So I think that's how 
may viewed me at the beginning and I don’t think [ 
that view of me has completely disappeared- 1 j 

mean, now I'm part of the community, but there's [ 
still that aspect— if 1 am a member of the [ 

community, rm a member of the community that \ 
has more possibilities of wealth than the rest of 
ttiem H so they still look to me for things. If r 

someone is in dehl, they often come to me to see j 
if I can help them out or If someone doesn't have [ 
any batteries for their flashlight, they'll come to l 

me. [ 

Traditional Bay aka Life 

Could you say something about the traditional life 
of tho Bay oka? What makes them different to the 
other people who live around them? 

Well, the Buyiika are hunter-gatherers so that 
means that they usually get their food on a dally 
basis and they grow very few crops. $P they got 
their food by foraging in tho rainforest and hunting. = 
And ordinarily they would go to the foresl several = 
limes & year, for a few monlhs each time or maybe \ 
for one long period, and they have these hunting \ 
camps. Hunting Is a communal activity — the 

■ 

women and the older children and the men all taka 
part. In these net hunts. They enclose a big araa of = 
forest with nets and then they chase game into 
these nets, And they do honey gathering, they 
gather various nuts and seeds in the forest which 
they can make sauces out of, there are some 



mushrooms and I hero's an edible leaf from b wne 
that they eat a lot of. Then usually In the dry 1 
season they come bach near the 0anlu villages 
because they have to work in tho plantations of tne 
Bantus. They do this work for a little bit of manioc 
because not growing their own food they depend f 
on wild yams but there's not really enough wiki M 
yams to support thorn all Ltie time so they need to 
supplement that with manioc and manioc has- 1 
become increasingly implant as the staple in 
their diet. They gel it from the Bantus eilher by | 
buying it with meat or by working in the plantations 
In exchange for It, M 

u As I developed the stamina 
for hunting, I began to enjoy 
our expeditions more and 
more . Hunting was fun! I 
thought of the contrasts 
between hunting and 
agriculture. Who in his right 
mind would want to trade such 
an invigorating day's work for 
the drudgery of life in the 
fields? And for what? Manioc? 
Bananas? Hunting gave you 
meat. And each day’s hunt 
was full of tittle adventures, 
excitement , moments of idyllic 
contemplation or laughter. No 
two days were the same . rr 

The thing is traditionally Sayaka families are 
owned by Bantu families. Particular Bantu families 
own particular Boy aka families and this ownership 
Is Inherited by the oldest son of the Bantu family. 
Sometimes depending on whether the Bantus are 
good people or bad people the relationship con 
either hr? beneficial or can really be a duig to the 
Beyeka. At any rate they don't like being owned, 
they don't like being considered the property of 
somebody else. Where I am, Ihsi relationship has 
pretty much broken down with the arrival of the 
sawmill because that gave the Bayaka other 
economic alternatives. Before if a Bayaka wanted a 
pair o( aborts or anything, they'd have to get it 
through their Banlu and when getting a piece of 
clothing from the Bantu owner — it would he 
something the Bantu would maybe have thrown 
away that he gives to the Bayaka— then they have 
to work for that. And so that's I he traditional 
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relationship, Thai's the relationship -when i went to 
Congo for instance — it's slill very strong there. 
Particular Bantus woold say, "That's my Baynka,* = 

With the sawmill came elements of Shu national 
authority— police and gendarmes, so that hind of 
Subverted the traditional authority of the Bantu 
chlo( and also a tot Of the Bay aka had this chance 
to work for somebody else and a loS of them took \ 
it. IE. was. for them (Ike a liberal km h even though 
they may be wpree Off working for the sawmill 
because they work really hard: and Ehcy get very i 
little money and then they often still get exploited ! 
by the Bantus as well. The Bantus loan them : 

money at 100% interest rate and so they loon \ 

Ihem Nke 5.000 francs and then on payday the i 

Bay aka have to pay hack 10,000 francs. The \ 

Bayaka take these loans because they don"t really 
think about the future that much, they think more 
about fulfilling present needs and* desires, so if a 
guy wants some cigarettes and a drink and he has \ 
no money he'll go and borrow some money from a \ 
Bantu at 100% inieresi rate, But the olden 
traditional relationship of slavery has broken down 
and it's Just been replaced by very bad exploitation 
by ihe more sophisticated Bantus over the Bayak& r 

Rapid Changes to Bayaka Lite 

Hove things changed a lot in tht time that you ve 

been there? | 

Yes, l would soy things have changed in that the 
Bayaka now have a school fn the village where E \ 
am and although a lot of the children don’t attend 
the school there are some attending and the new j 
generation is slowly learning lo road and write, 
getting some basic literacy. Another change is that 
there's bean a loss of forest knowledge in the new l 
generation. A to! of the new generation can still ilve \ 
in the forest bus It's less than before — \ think 
there's been an overall net loss. The younger j 

generation is turning a lot more to take part in the ] 
outside world — they want to be part of a larger j 
world and listen to pop music and ihinfis like chat. 

And in the nearby town, the population of 
immigrants horn the savannahs has Increased 



drastically, putting more pressure on the rainforest. 
The forest has been cut down for plantations and 
the togging company — tfta latest resurrection of the 
logging company — is just wreaking havoc with the 
forest— chopping it up into these little parcels with 
roads criss-crossing everywhere. So in that sense 
there's definitely (ass wildlife now, the forest is 
less healthy than It was. And the government has 
given the Bayaka the right to vote — adult men, 
anyhow, have the right to vote — not that it does 
much good— they're all going to be voting for 
Bantus — they're not going to be voting for Bayaka. 

How do the Bayaka regard the changes that have 
happened since you've been there? 

Well, when you're there at the lime, you don't 
really see the changes » any kind of abrupt thing, 
they just happen gradually. If they think about U r 
they'd think, "Veah well* there's definitely less 
animals than there wore before end I ho forest is 
more chopped up than II was before," Bus then e 
lol of them will say, "Yeah, but don’t worry, the 
forest will grow back." They just see thal the forest 
has always been big end so to them the idea that 
you can pot an end to the forest is kind of 
ridiculous. 

How has their way of life changed from what it 
might have been traditionally? The changes you 
have observed since you went there X5 year* ago 
seem like quite rapid changes, hut you war* 
saying even when you first went there they 
weren't living; exactly as they might have done 
traditionally. 

Tney still have the traditional 1 forest camps and 
things like that— they'll go out for months at a 
time, sometimes for half a year in hunting camps 
to gather honey and go hunting, but increasingly 
some of them have other jobs. Some of them work 
for the logging company and now conservation has 
moved in— since I've been there, some national 
porks have been set up and there are some areas 
of She sc parks that the Bayekfi aren't allowed to- go 
into anymore end other areas where they 1 re sbll 
allowed lo have traditional methods of hunting and 
gathering. With the national parks and reserves, 
the Bayaka get the possibility of conservation jobs. 
Some of them work as research assistants— 
there's a project to habituate gorillas to human 
presence so that tourists can pay to see the 
gorillas and so some of the Bayaka are working for 
[huso Americans who are habituating Ehe gorillas., 
Some other Bayaka work taking Ihe anti poachmg 
guards out in the forest. They work as trackers. 
They're the ones who find the traces of poachers. 
And the Bayaka who work for the logging company, 
they know ihe species of trees, so they know which 
species is the one that con be cut, so I hey 1 re the 
ones that go and find the trow and mark them.. 
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When i came. ihe Bayaka could work for the 
logging company and (hat was about It— there were 
no research jobs or anything like Thai. Some of 
them have these research jobs, which arc actually 
the creme de in creme of work. The Boyska who 
work for the researchers are treated very well f they 
gel paid well* if someone in these Bayakas' family 
Is sick, the researchers come and make sure they 
gel medicine and everything so they have nice 
clothes and they do quite wclh They work three 
weeks at a time and then they have three weeks 
oft, and so in their three weeks ors they can go 
into ihe forest if they want to and go hunting for a 
while. The Bay aka also have the old option of 
hunting for the Bantus— but that's noi really in the 
Bayaka's long term Interest* shooting animals for 
other people, because that's taking away from 
l heir own food* 

Total Anarchy 

Has the traditional social structure of the Bnyaka 
groups eh.ingod? 

No„ within themselves they have the same 
traditional social structure, which Is basically 
anarchy. They have no chief, there's no one who 
can give orders or anything like that. Everyone just 
does what they want really. Traditionally most 
Bay aka co-operate with each other* because you 
get the best results, you get the most food, if you 
co-operate. For instance, when there's a hunt going 
on, most people take part in il because they want 
to be able lo have some meat, hot any particular 
person that doesn't feel like going hunting, he 
doesn t have to go— there's no coercion involved r 
there's no kind of putting up a prison or anything 
like that. They use embarrassment and things like 
that to try to keep social control. If something's 
getting out Of hand they might laugh at the person 
or make fun of them, sometimes criticise the 
person os well, 

But there's no chief and because they can't 
realty sort out a very serious problem amongst 
themselves, they have to appeal to the outside and 
they would normally go to the Bantu chief who 
would then make a Judgement on the caw. 
Nowadays it would be me mayor's office, because 
the Bantu chiefs of the Sangha Sangha people 
have lost their power really* so they don't have 
much Influence on the Bayaka anymore. So now 
they go to the recognised authority which is the 
mayor's office to settle those kind of more serious 
disputes. 

But amongst themselves it's still anarchy. And 
that's fine, that works fine in the rainforest — it 
does cause some problems when they try to have 
a larger village I ike structure on the road, i>acause 
there are certain activities that are really for the 
benefit, of the whole community but no one wants 
10 do them, and there's no one to order them to 



do them. Maybe the village is kind of filthy and you 
want to dean it up. but everyone thinks* "Why 
should t clean it up? — it's not my messT and with 
everyone with that attitude it Just gets worse and 
worse. Normally in a camp in the forest thet sort of 
I problem doesn't arise because they don't stay tong 
: enough in one spot for things to gel out of hand,. 

It's quite a strange contf a dictio n that the way the 
society was traditionally organised was anarchic 
within their own group but then being owned as 
slaves by the Bo nt us. 

\ Welt, when you have total anarchy usually that 
con work — if you have a small group it will work. 1 
l But occasionally if you have a real serious 

problem — for instance if someone kills somebody 

■ else — because they don't have coercion in their 
society —what can shey do? They don'i have the 
means to punish the person. Bui they would like to 

l geo the person punished if it's some realty serious 
: thing, but they (hemselves just can't do It end so 
they have to appeal to someone on the outside. 

. Anri ft's just how it goes I think — ‘that's b sacrifice 
they make, since none of them want that kind of 
authority to impose their will on the others, none of 
\ them have that authority. SO when they sometimes 
] need that kind of authority, for certain extreme 
cases, they have to appeal to the outside for that. 

I know it is a cant rad id ion* but 1 think that's the 
price they pay feu having this kind of anarchy. And 
like I say it works really well with small groups, but 
i when you get a large group it starts to have 
j problems because then almost any activity will be 
disrupted by others, Wiih a small group if they hold 
b dance* pretty much everyone participates, bul 

■ with e much larger group* you'll have some people 
who just want to play (he pop music on ihe radio, 
and it's going on at the same time as the other 
people holding o (radidonal dance. They can's tell 
each other whal to do. ‘Turn off mat radio!"— they 
just don't do that, so they sort of just let it go on— 
they hold their dance. Ihe others are dancing (o (he 
pop music all sort of right next to each other— it 
does cause a little chaos sometimes. 

Have there been more differences in wealth and 
poverty within the Bny-ik.i with some people 
having jobs? 

A little bit. not really mot much- -they have their 
[ mechanisms for really levelling out any uneven 
\ distnbuhons. Any one of them shat makes some 
j< money — say working for the gorilla habitual ion— 

\ they come back with money, but their family's 
[ going to make demands on them, the reiatwes of 
\ their wives are going to make demands on them, 

; friends are going to make demands and so you 
[ know..* As soon os they come back with the 
[ money, very quickly it's finished. And that happens 
to me too* thai's why 1 always have problems 
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there. because no matter how much 1 go with. they 
Just get on my case until I have nothing and then 
it's like things are calm again. And so they have 
this way of equalising the distribution of wealth In 
their community and there? might he some slight 
unevenness -people who work for the researchers 
for instance r they might have enough money to buy 
a nice cassette player that's a piece of junk, but It 
looks nice, some cheap ihmg made in Nigeria. 

They have this cassette player, Out even that, it's 
not Just theirs , it gets loaned out, everybody 
borrows it and uses it, so they might be the owner, 
but anyone else can borrow it if they ask, or even 
without asking, and so these things get passed 
around. So (here's not that much unevenness in 
terms of income and wealth distribution. They have 
their mechanisms which SO far still handle things 
pretty well. 

Life In the Forest 

So what sort of relationship to the forest and to 
their surroundings do the Gayaka have? 

WON. the Sayaka exploit their surroundings in 
what hes always been a sustainable way. When 
(hey go net hunting, (he net hunting is not SO 
efficient that it kills all the animals — the Bsyaket 
ere awaro that (here arc animals (hat gel ew©y and 
ibai that's good. And when they go gathering 
honey, sometimes they chop the doe down, but a 
lot of times they climb the tree and lake the honey 
out and the tree's loft standing. They know the 
forest tree by tree. They know particular food trees 
In the forest and thoy moke most of their things 
out of forest products. They hove crossbows (hey 
make completely from forest products and women 
make baskets and sleeping mats. They make rope 
Cut of forest vinos— they use the fibres and they 
make a rope, and they take them and make their 
nursling nets with this rope. So they really live 
protty much in harmony with their environment — 
when they make a hunting camp in the forest, si* 
months later. if you go to that spot after they've 
left the hunting camp. It fc s complexly reverted 
back w forest. 



So il doesn't have that much Impact on thn 
f crest ? 



It hardly has any impact, 1 mean, if you have a 
l trained eye, you can tell where Bay aka have lived — 
\ that they have been here a year six months ^go Of 

■ a year ago. Often, if someone didn't tell you, you 
would never know that this was a spot that people 

■ had lived in and held dances and all this kind of 

jj stuff— you would never know. The bouses that (hey 
make* just out of slicks and leaves, they decay 
[ very quickly.. On their own they don't do much 
\ destruction at all to the forest — the forest can 
i close up (be little wounds that the Bayaka make 
into It almost immediately, 

■ 

I WWF Nature Reserve 






You've uld somut hing about the nature ruiiorvo 
and that some of the Buyoka have got Jobs 
working with the gorilla huh Hunt Ion project r d wnh 
wondering what sort of Impact the establishment 
of the nature reserve and the Involvement of the 
World Wildlife Fund has had on life In the area 
and on tho rainforest itself? 



The most immediate erf fuel is that now (here are 
! certain areas of tho forest lhat tho Bay aka are not 
: allowed to go into anymore — they're not allowed to 
‘ go into the parks. Some beautiful areas are now 
\ off-limits to the Bayaka* On the other hand, if Jt 
wasn't for the conservation project, all the forest 
! there would be logged so at least there are some 
! areas where logging is not allowed. Unfortunately, 

- most of the areas where logging Is forbidden, I Hu 
: Bayaka are not allowed to go into either. There's 
only this one little piece which is always under 
j threat, which the Bayaka can still go Into — It's the 
I last bit of primary forest that they have legal 
access to and tho logging company's always trying 
l to get it and world Wildlife is not defending it thai 
E slrongly. Tho WWf Is almost ready to sacrifice It 
Just to protect the park tteelf. 

The Bayaka have mad© a kind of unwilling 
: sacrifice for conservation— they' ve sacrificed a big 
; part of the forest for conservation and it would be 
alright If the conservation project was managing to 
protect tho animals* but It's noc even really 
managing to do that. It maybe protects the 
] elephants a Oil, but that’s about K — the small 
\ animals are being poached by (he Bantus that 
: have come to work for the logging companies, 
j There's (his wide-scale poaching going on and the 
World Wildlife is supposed to stop it but they're 
] very ineffective a( putting an end to it. SO any 
\ possible benefit of protecting the food source of 
j the Bayaka is nol really there, l suppose the WWF 
\ protect H a little bit — they've slowed down what 
| would otherwise probably be completely cut of 
j control poaching, But the primary purpose of the 
reserve is to protect the wildlife from poaching — 
not to protect it for the Bayaka, I'm sure the 
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projccl would do very happy if all t ho Bayaka 
suddenly got Ebota and died— it would moke their 
job simpler,, you know,, 

■ 

So do the parks help protect the Say aka's food 
source at all? 

1 

Well, the parks act as a reserve, because if the 
parks a/e safe then there will always be animals i 
and a lot of them will come out of the parks. \ i 

don't agree particularly that the Bayaka should be j 
not allowed to go into the forest, but it's kind of l 

complicated, because although you might like to ^ 

make an area that the Bayaka are allowed to go j 
Into but nobody else is, it s very hard to exclude i 
the Bantu if you don’t exclude the Bayaka. The 
reason for this is that the Bantu believe they’re t 
better than the Bayaka and that you cannot give 
any kind of rights to the bayaka that they cannot | 
have themselves. 

There wore some educated Bantu guys who 
work for the conservation project and they were in 
some discussion about wildlife, and the Header was 
saying. "Here you have our Closest relatives the 
chimpanzees and the gorillas^ and over here you 
have humans.* And one of the guards said, "Vos, 
but where do the Bayaka fit Into that?" The Bantu 
men w ere thinking that the Bayaka were going to 
be inbelween the humans and the chimps, you 
know, sort of not quite with the humans and not 
quite with the chimps. That's what the Bantu really 
believe. So the idea that you could let the Bayaka ] 
go into a pari of the forest that you won t let the 
Bantus In doesn't go over too well. So if you allow j 
the Bayaka into say, the parks, and you allow j 

hunting in the parks because that’s totally 
traditional, eventually you're going to have to let j 
the Bantus in as well- They'll intimidate the Bayaka j 
and the Bayaka wilt bring mem in r because in (he 
end the Bayaka are afraid of the Bantus. White 
people coma and try and help the Bayaka out and 
try and make things more equal for them, but you 
know, white people come and then Ehey go— but j 

the Bantu are always there* so the Bayaka pay 
primary attention to whai the Bantu wont end 
they'll conspire with them against the white man \ 
because they have to deal with the Bantu all the 
bme. I 

l 

So are the Bayaka a bit of a thorn In the aide of 
the people managing the project? 

The Bayaka are a thorn In the side because the 
Bayaka do not like the project, because they do 
not like being told that they "re not allowed to hunt 
certain animals. For instance. The Bayaka love 
elephant meat and they're not allowed to hunt ] 

elephants. Elephant meat is a big thing for the i 
Bayaka— for instance. !t h s often the only meat that 
widows ever get. Because widows don't have a 
man hunting for them, they often don't get a share 



of the meat, but when an elephant is killed, 
everybody gats a shore of (ho meat. And they're 
quite good at killing an elephant and keeping It 
totally hidden, so that you never see the elephant 
but at night tune the food comes out I think they M 
should be allowed to hunt a few elephants lust the - 
way the Inuit should be allowed to hunt some 1 

whales, because the Buyake are not the reason 
why she elephants are endangered— it's certainly 
not because of the Bayaka. k's (ike the Inuit are * 
not the ones that have endangered the whaled so 
why should they then have so aher (heir iradttional 1 
life because of our own greed? I 

Endangered Wildlife 

W hat's the main threat to the wildlife In the j 

area? 

It s the pope ifli ion pressure— people are just 1 

shoohng (he animals, They're ail being killed for 1 
Ehp hush meat trade, not lust to oal—the Bantu 
don't just kill lor subsistence,. Ehey kill for profit. I 

Most of (ho Bantu people that have come here. I 

they're outsiders, they're not the original rainforest I 
Bantu. There is a tribe, the Sangha Sangha— j 

Ihey'rg the Ong£ that used to own She Bayaka, end 
lhey h re a fisher people, so if they wanted meal, 
they would send the It women out to Bayaka I 

hunting camps with manioc and the women would 
barter with the Bayaka for meat. That was on j 

acceptable tradition. 

But with the outsider Bantu who have come 
from the sovannah, they have no respect for the 
forest, they have no Investment in ihe area, 1 

they've come there to make money- and so they 
see cutting trees as a way to make money, they 
see killing animals as a way to make money. So 
these Bantu aren't going to be happy if there's one 
tree standing that they could make some money by 
culling down, or If there's one animal they could 




A hunter in the Jemba region of Cameroon with 
& bongo and several differs on their way to 
market — (firs indicative of what is takmg 

plaice ttvougfrout ihe Gui neo Congo 1 1 a n forests 
of lAtosf and Contra! Africa. 
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make? sniTin inn-ncyy by killing. ThOy feu I thyy Rii'ivu 
the right to take n .ill for profit and they don't really 
look at the needs of (he Bayaka and certainly 
these outsiders are very horrible lo the Bayaka. 
Now the Bantu that are nicest lo the Bayaka are 
Ihe original Sangha Sangha, the ones that used to 
own them. They at least recognise the Bayaka's 
humanity because they've lived in conjunction with 
them for so many generations. It's these outsiders 
that have come that are much more shrewd In their 

exploitation of the Bayaka — irs a relationship of 
pure exploitation- They just Ihink of the Bay aka as 
totally inferior. 

These outsiders Pave big. manioc plantations* 
which they're cutting down the forests to make, 
and a lot of times she Bayaka steal the manioc 
fr&m i heir pi&rnaiionsr So now the plantation 
owners have even been saying, p Wo've got to get 
no of the Bayaka — we've got to push them out of 
this area completely, because they're just thieves." 
f said, “Can you really say that? When you came 
hero, this was the Bayoka's land and now you're 
saying (hat you have lo push: them away, that they 
shouldn't be able lo hve here anymore because 
they steal from your Helds?" But that's what 
they’ve been saying. 

Rainforest Ecology 

Could you give people nn Idea of what the area is 
like, ef the ecology al the area? 

The area Is rich in wildlife— there's the forest 
elephants,, which are now recognised as a different 
species from the savannah elephant. There's the 
lowland gorilla — still plenty or those, There are 
chimpanzees, leopards, crocodiles, bongo — which 
Is a really large forest antelope, pythons, andi alt 
•kinds of monkeys and birds. So It's a very rich 
area In terms of wHdlife and nature — it's really very 
beautiful. It's a rainforest* which means the Soil IS 
very poor quality soil. There's realty no topsoil* 
everything is Just drawing nutrients out of other 
things that are decaying, so the nutrients ere 
immediately pulled up again and there’s no topsoil: 
that's formed, So when you cut I he forest down il 
only has a ilmoled number of years that it can be 
used agr icullurally before it becomes pretty 
useless. And once fI becomes useless it's really 
almost too late for real rainforest to grow on It 
anymore. You Just Start getting these other kind of 
weeds, end it becomes more of a savannah type of 
vegetation. 

The whofe area was originally covered in 
rainforest and there p s still a lot of rainforest there. 
There are some dirt roads they've built now but 
when you get away from where the logging has 
been going on, M becomes this primary forest. On 
one side, across one river, you got into Cameroon, 
which 1$ rainforest that Is also being logged, but 
selectively: the same as where we are, although 




selective logging is also very destructive. Then 
! across the border the other way, through the 
! forest, you gel to the Republic of Congo* and 
Immediately across the border ll"s now a national; 

: park in Congo and there's no hunting allowed in 
(his park* although It used to be an area that the 
Bayaka hunted In traditionally. Then if you cross 
through that park and you get lo Iho other side, it's 
Just forest, still old forest, but iFs fores! that’s 
going to be logged at some point because it’s 
outside (he park and all the forest now in Congo 
has been parcelled out to logging com pomes. So if 
it's no( in (he park then It's going to bo cut at 
some point. 

■ 

Is It logging that's really the main problem? 

Logging is the worst thing. And it's not just from 
the cutting of the trees — it's the whole process — it 
starts increasing the population* it brings in 
immigrants who then have guns and H just Starts a 
j whole cycle of destruction, that just gats worse and 
: worse, And as long as you have logging there, 
yOU h ra never going to have confer van on working. 
One aspect of the logging was good- — il liberated 
the Bayaka from Bantu ownership. But, other than 
(hat, it's been a negative thing— you'd like lo have 
some sort of social progress, but maybe without 
the environmental destruction. And U s herd you 
know, el s hard to know wha! to do, It's especially 
complicated wilh I he Bayaka situation because you 
have Ihq&o two different groups --the Bayaka are 
; the most Indigenous* but you have these other 
indigenous people that dislike the Bayaka, so you 
have this kind 1 of conflict going on which makes it 
especially complicated.. 

: 

With the logging — is there involvement from huge 
Western corporations? 

Right where l am it's a French logging company 
and they're really a bunch of criminals. It’s almost 
: like a money- laundering operation. Their parent 
company — the big parent company — they're the 
same company that make the Mirage fighter jets 
for France — nice people. So It doesn’t even matter 
if the logging company is losing money, because 
they're such a huge corporation worldwide* with 
their hands in so many things* that if they have a 
loss-making togging operation, they're stlli gpipg to 



Ho or Hle/i,'o« W&9 





main tai n It. The French want the company !o 
maintain IL To the French K it's like they're 
countering the German and American influence, 
which Is the conservation stuff- it was Franco' s 
colony, so I hey don't like the Gorman and American 
influence mat's moving in— so they tacitly hack the 
lodging company. 



Music to the Forest God 

You wore laying thnt wfrnt originally drew you to 
the Uayaha was the music — does music play .1 
very important role \n their lives? 



Yes, music is very Important to them, because 
they have these Ceremonies whore they call these 
forest spirits out, and that’s to guarantee that they 
get food in the hunt and so making music as a way 
of guaranteeing that they're going to feed | 

themselves. And also they have music after a \ 

death and they have music all the time really, it's \ 
very important— it's like the one big artistic 
expression that they have because they don't really 
much go in for visual arts and there's no sculpture, 
no painting— about (he only thing they have are i 

Ehese little tattoos they make on their faces and 
these little haircuts that they give each other— it's 
a bit hke ihe hip hop stufl... they shave their heads 
nod then they make little designs with a razor. Hip 
hop I think has gotten it from them or it's just \ 

coincident^ but they've been domg that for a long 
lime. Other than that they don't nave any real 
artistic expressions so if* the music that is the = 
real big thing for them. 



I guess traditionally they were nomadic or semi- 
nnmartic so having sculptures isn't obviously 
much use if you're going to be moving around. 

In ihe rainforest the most Important thing is | 
your ears— you hear things. You know what birds \ 
are there mostly because you hear them,, not [ 

because you see them and so they hsve ibis highly 
developed sense of hearing and also a very 
musical sense, because they si art music when 
they are babies and babies hear music all the 
time— their mothers go to the ceremonies singing 



and they're holding the baby in their arms. So by 
the lime they can talk, they con already s mg, they 
can sing little Baynka songs. Just as they Itam to 
talk, 

Some of their songs—the fables— contain bits 
of their ancient history. The fables have an ancient 
dreamtime sort of history, you know— when God 
was on the earth and all the animals could talk 
and this is how things got set up. And some of 
i heir other songs are just little topical things, like,, 
you know. “Oh, your marriage is no good, gel 
another marriage. “ Maybe some guy is married to 
his cousin or something and I hey think that's 
incest so they sing, "That's not a good marriage, 
find another wife' — this kind of thing, their songs 
have words like that, 

I partially through wli.it you wore doing uni! 

through ether people their mufllc Euih got some 
ujcpcnuru to the wider world. 

I think it had exposure already before [ was 
doing recordings. There have actually been quite a 
few records over the years of Bayake music Irom 
deferent countries — from wftal was Zaire and 
Cameroon. Central African Republic and Gabon. 
They've always been admired lor their music.. The 
first recorded mention of pygmies in histoneal 
limes was from soma ancient Egyptian records 
from 4.500 years ago when in the tomb Of this 
Pharaoh they have this communication from this 
guy who was sent down to look for the? source of 
the Nila and he describes entering this huge forest 
and finding this small people, this little people, 
people of the trees who sang this glorious music to 
their forest god, And the Pharaoh said bring two of 
them back and lot me see this wonderful dance 
that they do and hoar the songs that they sing to 
their forest, god, So these are records that were 
found in this Pharaoh's tomb— There's no way of 
knowing if ie was the same son of music bul l bet 
it was Eht same stylo of music. So even back then 
they were praised for their music , 

The Missionary Position 

Ift the government of the Central African Republic 
actively trying to civilise the Bayakd? 

Yeah, they'd like thorn to civilise. What you have 
is missionaries — that's a really insidious thing. You 
have these missionaries — they do some good fof 
the Bayaka. but they do bad US well. Baptist 
missionaries that have come nearby, they don't like 
the Bayaka to do their traditional dances. They 
teach them these songs about God and say that 
they would prefer that They sing these songs about 
God to the traditional stuff., And then you have the 
Catholics that have been working there for 30 
years now — Ehuy're a utile easier, they used to be 
again st the traditional stuff and they've kind of 
loosened up about that, but they also leach these 
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songs to the Biiyaka, find that hind of causes a 
cuimral pollution. You stari getting these young I 
children, instead of singing their own songs, they 
start singing these church-type songs, so it means ! 
they're singing their own music less and il j 

weakens the tradition. And you know, they help j 

with some things P like medical stuff, so il L s a 

mi 

miaed blessing. 

And the Bayaka really have to lake help from ] 
wherever they can get tt m because there is so little 
on offer to them. The Catholics were especially j 
good at trying to get the Bayaka to settle more and ] 
have plantations, And i think it’s good for them to 
have plantations— because fit does give them more 
manioc, and they ear a lor of manioc and it makes i 
them a little more independent Eo have that manioc ! 
and they still can go Into the forest for long periods 
of time, if they weren't working in iftslr own holds, 
they'd be working in the Bantus fieEdS. working for 
the Bantu, so they might as well work in their own 
plantations. 




And then they try to get l hem education, and I 
have mixed feelings about that — on the one hand, ■ 
the Bayaka them&elves wore the ones that j 

originally asked for school, they said they want j 
their children to learn to road and writ#, and so, j 
you know, I had to support that, because they j 

wanted it, Sul on the other hand, at this point in j 

time in that country — a literate Bayaka — whel are i 
his options? There aren't really that many P And if I 
that schooling is at the sacrifice of forest j 

knowledge then it becomes a problem* it's son of 
complicated — they're kind of caught in between 
and E don't really know the answer. I've raised 0 l 
bey there since he was two years old — he’s now 
almost 13 and he's been going to school for a ■ 

couple of years, but he plays hooky a lot, he = 

doesn't like to go 10 school so ha goes into the 
forest instead and then the teacher comes and. 
yells at me because I'm irresponsible. 

I 

So attempts to get the Bayaka to join the 
malnstruam culture haven't worked that well? 



The Bayaka are pretty strong in their culture, 
especially because of the women — the women 
especially are very traditional. The women are very 
important economically and even politically in the 
traditional 1 society — rt"s very egalitarian. But, I 
guess as il becomes the man who t& working at a 
job. then E guess in a sense the woman becomes 
economically a Eittie less importanl. Bui I don't 
know if that's completely true because she's still 
the one who does a tot of the food gathering. When 
the men got back from work, they still want to eat 
something and so fit's still often the women thai 
they then depend on to gather food. I don’t think 
there's been that much of e change In the 
relationships, Bayaka women are very strong, I 
mean, the man don't have an easy lime trying to 
push the women around— they're quite strong. 

Even if the men go working for the logging company 
or something, I he women are pretty traditional and 
sort of keep the men from wandering too far from 
I he centre,, you know. There's always this return to 
the centre „ so far. 

Hove a lot of the Bayiiha converted? Are they 
Christian because of the ml*&ionarlos? 

Very tow. I remember talking to the old French 
priest— he'd been there about IB years when 1 
talked to him and in 18 years he had one convert 
The problem is they'll sing the songs and that’s 
arready pollution, when they start singing those 
songs, Sul so far, conversion attempts haven't 
been very successful 1 . 

With the Baptists il might be more, because I he 
Baptists are more extreme and demanding. They 
got one Bayaka to convert and become a Baptist, 
so they hod him go testify in the village where 1 live 
saying. "Your dead spirit stuff Is all bullshit 
because I know, because 1 used to dance as this 
big spirit, and now i know Ihat it's bad to do that 
and now I just sing songs to God and I'm telling 
you don't believe in Ejengi, because it's Just a man 
dancing in the Ejengi suit../ It was horrible, 
reeding stuff like that, that kind of testimony. The 
BayOkd In my vhElago got very angry and they just 
chose not to believe him. They Just said. "That's 
bullshit, you're lying to us, we don'i believe you," 

But the Baptists are going to keep trying to 
convert people. I’m sure they Ye doing it now that 
! r m not there r they Ye doing it again. So whet I by 
to do — because we have the Baptists and the 
Catholics— l tfy and play the Baptists against the 
Catholics. I'm always tolling the Catholic priest — 
because si iirst wo only had a little Catholic church 
and now there's a Baphst church nest to it — so I'm 
refiling i he Catholics. "Oh. those Baptists, they're 
gelling more converts than you/ And he's going. 
"Mo. no, no, this is our village, we were hero first. 
They can have their own down the ro^d — they can't 
have this one/ 
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£^g/ny chitdron sitftng on the centrifuge, ail that 
rematns of a French paim^ofi factory at 
Manfou&t& m the Congo. 
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Muiybn tt's ^oqd If the Buynkn con 3.00 thnt 
you've; got two different sorts of Chfiitldni 
disagreeing with each other. 



Yes, i pointed that out to therm. I said* “Look, 
thong's already two different groups of white people 
telling you Iheir God is the teal gocP r " And also i ! 
said, "This is like the fables that you guys tall aboui 
Kumba the god of the forest, well, this is white 
people's version of that." So I said* "It's no more 
real or less real than your fables." and that's given 

p 

them a good perspective. I think in my village 
they’re pretty resistant But they'll sing the songs, I 
and that S She problem, because they just see them r 
as songs and not as a stylo of music, And the more 
the children hear those songs. I he more they grow 
up singing those songs ralher than the traditional 
stuff an 4 It causes a weakening of the tradition. 



Forest Spirits 

Could you say a bit more about the forest spirits 
that you mentioned? 



bu( \ think the Bayaka know perfectly well thal rfs 
a person dancing, They just don't openly admit 
mot. Their belief is sort of a belief by choice— they 
choose to believe in the spirits. 



It's quite interesting, from whnit you were Baying, 
that one of the main impacts that the 
missionaries have had is on the music because 
obviously the music Is one of the most central 
things to Bayaka culture. Have they done that 
intent tern ally? 



3 don't chink the Catholics did n intentionally, 
they just thought that because the Bayaka are very 
musical* they’d teach them the stor y of God in 1 
songs, and so they'd be more ready to accept it. a 
Bui the missionaries did it without thinking that if 
they teach these songs and then she Bayaka alng 
those songs too much. n r s going to start repi&clng 



the traditional stuff. j 

But then the missionaries became Aware of It, j 
because l started seeing this now general ion of 
Gal hoi Ic priests who were coming to my village and 
saying. H We’re trying so gel our Bayaka to renew ! 
their traditions — they've lost all th elf traditional 
dances. They only sing this church music (hat 
we’ve l aught them, we want them to learn their 
traditions again." So they were coming down and 
trying to learn it from our village. 









So they are actually trying to undo what they did? 

Well* a little bit + I don’t know how much, but a 
liltte bit. They become a bit alarmed 01 the extent 
to which the traditions were losl and the Catholic 
mission were trying to reverse that a little bit, 
trying to tell the Bayaka that their own traditions 
were good. I'd like to see some people come that 
juss want to help the Bayaka* nos try io change 
them, just help them tarry on with their lives. 



How Can We Help? 



Well, they have a belief in these spirits that they 
appeal to in order to have a successful hunt. 
According to the Bayaka. the forest has different 
spirits living in it and some of thorn they can call in 
for dances. I don't really know whal to say about 
it — it's |ust a strong tradition— it's central to their 
whole cultural existence, their music and these 
spirits. That’s why its so bad that the Baptists are 
trying lo get rid of the spirits. Just replace them 
with something from the outside — like these God 
songs. You re taking something lhafs theirs r that 
they've probably had for many generations. But I 
think the missionaries have it wrong if they think 
that the B&yake literally believe that the spirit who 
appears In the dance is a spirit end nothing else. 
Their belief In the spirits is almost a bit like me 
way we believe in Santa Claus or something like 
that, 1 don't think it’s a totally die hard belief. The 
Spirit dancing has powers because it’s a spirit— 



What kind of things could people do? 

Protect the Bayaka 's loresl and do some sort of 
health programme, a consistent health programme. 
; The conservation project has no health programme 
j for the Bayaka, which I think 1 $ disgusting. 

■ 

So* a health programme that wasn't linked to 
believing in Jesus would be a good thing, 

j Yeah t that wasn't linked to believing in Jesus. I 
: mean, the missionaries help them r You don't have 
] to say, “I believe in Jesus* before they gjve you 
medicine, Bui you know, one of the attractions for 
the Bayaka to make contact is the medicine and 

j 

: then (he missionaries start frying to alter their 

\ beliefs. 

■ 

fif poop I Li did go out there to help In some way, 
what might we also bo able to learn from the 
Bayaka? 
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Maybe we could learn not to be so Judgments — 
Ihe Bayaka ore not very judgmental, We're very 
judgmental people, We should learn to be more 
tolerant, Those ere two things we C£h le^rM from 
them. The Bayaka are very tolerant. You al ways 
have the benefit of the doubt with the Bayaka, 1 
can't say that we can Jeern to live in harmony with 
nature or someth ing like that, but we Can learn 
maybe to have more lolerance for differences In 
people and hove e wider ran ge of behaviour that 
we accept among people and not be caught up in 
Ihe pash be willing to deal with in mgs In the 
present. 

A Life of Leisure 

Why Is It thut the Bayaka seem to have lived In a 
more or less unchanged way for such a long 
lime? 

WelL I think because their way ol life has been 
successful. As long as too rainforest is there, it s 
preferable to a iHe oh soy. just farming or 
something like that, because farming is much 
harder work, With farming, you've got to labour in 
the sun B whereas hunting and gathering is much 
more enjoyable. It's more adventurous, every day 
is different and you're in the forest, which Is a 
beautiful environment and the forest really is a 
land of plenty. Also I think partly they've been kept 
more traditional by the Bantu owners— it's the 
most traditional Bayaka who are Still bemg owned 
by She Bantus. So I think It's partly the Bantus, 
because it's to their advantage to have the Say aka 
stay the samp, because than they can exploit the 
Bayaka very easily for labour, and they can get 
meal and honey and forest products and things 
like that from the Bayaka, And so I think it's partly 
the Bantu keeping l hem l hat way and also the fact 
that their traditional way o? life is. generally 
speaking, a more fulfilling way of life— more leisure 
than we have, for instance, with our ordinary jobs 
and stuff, 

I think its only changing now because the 
Bantu/ Bayaka relationship Is breaking down and 
also because of changing economics— with these 
targe togging companies coming — the changing 
economics are causing this breakdown in every 
way and as the forest becomes more Iragmonted 
then you start having parks , and then the Bayaka 
can't go Into the parks and suddenly hunting and 
gathering is not so viable anymore and they have 
to supplement it with other activities which is 
wtiat p 5 happening now, 

A friend of mine went to Burundi: and there are 
some Twa pygmies there who used to be hunter- 
gatherers and now he says they're a sad lot. 

There's no forest loft for them to go to. si's alt 
been converted to agriculture, and they’re like 
paupers scrounging to gel a living. So having th& 
forest is the real key to their survival* 



Running Towards the Car 

f also think It 1 6 Interesting when you read 
anthropology books, there's this idea that most 
human societies started out In a more or less 
similar form — as very small groups of people wfth 
a hunting-gathering economy, but then there's 
| this Idea that there’s some great ladder or 
progression and everyone’s going to walk up the 
stages and they're all going to end up living In big 
cities like London^ It's Just quite Interesting that 
not everyone has done that. 

Not everyone has done that but probably most 
people want to do that. More and more Bayaka are 
j wanting to— now they want to make journeys, they 
want to see more of the world, things like that, 
instead of running away irom a car passing on the 
rood, they run towards it now. It’s like they want to 
take part in the larger world and the new 
generation does not want to be like Ehoir parents. 
The young generation wants to be different, wants 
more than what I heir parents had. ( thunk It's 
Inevitable— people are lazy, so if they think there p $ 
an easier way to make a living, they tend to want 
i that, And hunting-gathering, It's a great way of 
\ life— it's interesting end fulfilling, but if is hard and 
even though you do got more leisure from it, it's 
l still difficult. You do gel pockets of resistance, you 
= know, you always find them amongst indigenous 
l people, some small group that w ante to keep Ihe 
\ tradiiions. but that tends to be an older generation 
\ and when you start gelling the younger generation, 
they want to change. And that's what's happening 
now with the Bayaka,. Where I was in Congo, it's 
l not happening yet, but il'll start as the togging 
invades and more outside inlluence comes — you'll 
| start getting a younger generation of Boy aka who 
I win scan craving to take part in a larger world. 

I "/ had come to regard [the 
Bayaka} as the most well- 
adjusted people in the world * 
Their undaunted preoccupation 
with enjoying each moment as 
I It came f with no concern for 
I the consequences , made them 
| free from neuroses ■ They were 
[ an example to me of how the 
\ full potential of the Individual 
could he realized in the 
\ absence of the complex 
\ constraints imposed by 
j modern civilization. rr 
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They see it as esi escape from being owned. 
tTiey see it as an 6KW from Ignorance. They 
start to look at thel r parcels as ignorant, d Yoah, 
sure they know about the forest, but they don't 
know about how to read and write/ so the patents 
get taken advantage of in a larger world, so the 
new generation don't want 10 be like that — they 
don't want to be taken advantage of. They want to 
wear clothes now. because one of the reasons the 
Bantus have given them to "prove" That they're 
inferior is the fact that they don't have clothes and 
so now the new generation have this thing about 
wanting to nave nice clothes. 

■ 

What opportunities do they have to try and fulfil 
that then? Presumably If they want nice cloth*!, 
they're going to need money, *o they have to go 
and get a job. 

Yeah, so they work for the logging company, j 
because they think they might got mqnoy there for 
Clothes, or they worft for researchers 0"d stuff like \ 
ihot. So there are a few opportunities now around- 
Not for most of them, but for a few people there 
are starting to be opportunities. ■ 

Is there an element nf resistance to j 

modernisation «. well? You were saying wme of 
the older people want to resist development? 

The Older generation— whet they know is the l 
forest and so they just want to Slick with that. They i 
Stick to that way of life and they might think the = 
younger generation ana being useless or whatever. j 
Out that's Just a generational thing, Bui it is true, 
the new generation— not as many people In the 
new generation can climb trees or run up to gaEhei 
honey or stuff like that, but on the other hand the 
new generation doesn't find that as Important as 
the older generation does, l 

Prospects for the Future 

Whet do you think the prospects for the future 
are? Which way do you think things pro headed? 

well. 1 think it's tied up wi|h the rainforest— the 
Buyaka's fate is really tied with the ram forest. 

Because as tong as they have the rainforest and ■ 
living In the rainforest is a viable option, if they can 
gel enough animals to live on and stuff, they 1 SI bo 
alright, because if things get loo bad by the road j 
and conditions are just too much abject poverty, j 
they can go into the forest. But once that forest is j 
not there anymore or it's Just loo impoverished to j 
help therm then they're really going to be the \ 

poorest oF the poor and then i think you'll really j 

see the ending of their culture and maybe even as i 
a people they'll Just be totally broken r They're very j. 
adaptable, but they've always had the forest there j 
as a thing they can retreat into but now the forest j 
itself is under attack In a big way, in a large scale 
way that h never has been before. You have to 



have a successful conservation programme to have 
the Bayska survive as a distinct culture. 

Otherwise, really It's going to be transformed— 
their not having any material possessions in tho 
forest is a good thing— you don't see it as poverty. 
When they are like that by the road next to these 
other tribes that have more wealth, suddenly they 
are jjus-t very poor people. And tho forest is also 
whore they can renew their spiritual traditions — it's 
where everyone gets back Into the traditional 
activities. Even if they don't ever have much 
traditional music out by the road, when they're in 
the forest, they have all die traditional slufi again. 
So it's very important for schooling for foe young 
generation, and for spiritual renewal for everybody- 

The Beginning of the End 

How much of the forest as a total Is protected as 

rsMrvee? 

Well, in my area. I'd say about half of it is park 
and hall of it is reserve now and the Bay aka are 
allowed to go into the reserves but not the parks. 

Is it the cjise like In Conge, ns you were saying, 
that anything not Inside O park hm berm 
pa rc-cl led out for logging? 

In Congo- they have a park and then all the rest 
of the forest Is going to be logged. Where l am, 
they have two little parks and the rest of ihc forest 
Is going to be logged except the liny piece which 
so f&r they haven't allowed the lugging company to 
get on* In Cameroon, they have a little park, which 
has been partially logged already but then they are 
logging the rest of the forest. 

Finally, this more modern logging is going to 
reach Africa, because they've just been too poor to 
do togging in these places and now it s like the 
fine I attack, especially in northern Congo,. also in 
Gabon— you have logging everywhere. Nor l hern 
Congo and Gabon especially are Just huge swathes 
of almost uninhabited rainforest, really some of the 
least known rainforests left on earth are In Africa— 
It's like the last groot wilder ness in a way and it's 
going to be logged now— It's really the beginning of 
the end ol it now. It's a huge area — they'll be 
logging for many decades probably- But they start 
building the roads- l hey Ye building the roads 
through what used to be the Impenetrable swamp 
forest, now they can build the roads right through 
it. You build the roads „ you start having 
settlements and you know, it’s the beginning oF the 
end. It's happening very fast,* 

Further Reading 

Song from tfte Pewst: My Life Among me Ba 
Benjefti Pygmies by Louis Sarnc [Boston, 

Houghton Mifflin- 1993} ISBN 0-395 61331-0, 
Unattfibuled quotes in tho article are taken from 
this book- 
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The war in th O Democratic Republic of Congo, 
which has been going on since August 1993 bns 
resulted io at least 2,5 million death a and 2,3 
million refugees. This under- reported donfllct is 

First World War. □jcfam has called it “thfl 
world's blggost humanitarian disaster . 41 

Fuelling the conflict is coltan (Colombo tantahtei. 
a rare mineral used in almost all ceil phones, 
laptops* pagers and many other electronic devices. 
The huge expansion in mobile phone use has 
made ibis minora! incredibly valuable-. The world's 
fourth-large coltan reserve lies under the tropical 
rainforest of the Eastern Congo and the rival 
factions m the war have been competing to control 
it R resulting in huge numbers of deaths, and 
massive destruction! to one of (he most ecologically 
important areas in thy world; 

According to a UN Security Council report, 
American proxies Uganda end Rwanda have boon 
looting the Eastern Congo with most of the 
proceeds- going to the West. Companies like Sony, 
Nokia, Ericsson, and Intel increased their demand 
for the mining of coltan in the Congo In the (ate 
1990s and Rwanda and Uganda took control of the 
mining areas. The Rwandan army made $20 million 
per month mining coltan In 2000. Both Rwanda 
and Uganda have boon rewarded by Western 
governments and by the World Bank for their 
massive human rights abuses, massacres, torture 
and rapes with increased aid and debt relief, 

Coltan is being illegally mined in the Kahuzl 
Bsega National Park and Okapi wildlife Reserve, 
both UNESCO World Heritage sites In the Eastern 
Congo, Over iO h OOO miners have moved ln(o the 
parks and are chopping down the forest and killing 
the wild animals. The numbers of lowfand gpniias. 
okapis, end elephants have significantly dropped. 
The gorillas are very rare and may be on the brink 
of extinction. Also the indigenous Two and Mbuti 
pygmies are being killed, raped* kidnapped and 
cannibalised by the rebel 1 actions, primarily backed 
by Uganda. 

Surveillance 

Your mobile phone is not only responsible for the 
slaughter of endangered wildlife and thousands of 
people but is also the most widespread tracking 
and surveillance device ever to be introduced. 

Mobile phone Cell location surveillance was 
officially acknowledged several years ago. By 
logging the base station used by the handset to 
connect to the network, the authorities can locate 
its owner to the accuracy of a few hundred metres 
in cities whenever the phone is switched Ch, even if 
you're not making a calf. Within two years, with new 
3G technology* all mobile phones will haw satellite- 
locating devices built into them which win be 



accurate to within a few metres, Alt tho information 
on everyone's phone cabs made and received and 
mobile phone location data Is retained and can be 
accessed by the authorities pi will. 

The government is now also funding a secret 
surveillance programme called "Celldar' which uses 
mobile phone masts to adow the surveillance of 
anyone, at any time and anywhere there is a phone 
signal* whether or not they themsefves have a 
phone. The technology detects the shapes made 
whan radio waves omitted by mobile phone masts 
meet an obstruction* Signals bounced back by 
immobile objects* such as walls or trees, are 
filtered out by the receiver. This allows anything 
moving, such as cars or people. to be tracked 'in 
real time'. The system, used alongside technology 
which allows individuals to be identified by their 
mobile phono handsets, wil mean that Individuals 
can be located and their movements wntchod on a 
screen from hundreds of miles away. Researchers 
are working to give the new equipment 'X-ray 
vision' — the capability to 5 see through walls and 
look into- people' s homes. 

Health 

And to top It all, there Is serious concern over 
the health effects of mobile phones— they are 
pulsed at the same frequency as the cells In your 
body use to communicate (the "‘bioband" — 0-400 
Mi) and scientific studies nave proven that 
radiation from mobile phones causes biochemical 
changes in the brain which could pose general 
risks to health and Increase the risk of brain 
tumours. The 2000 government Stewart inquiry 
concluded mat radiation from handsets could 
cause 'subtle biological changes*, There Is also an 
increased risk to children nnd teenagers* whose 
thinner skulls and still developing nervous system 
muko thorn nM the more receptive to the effects of 
mobile phone radiation. 

Even those who don't have e mobile may be at 
risk from the redial Ion produced by mobile phone 
masts. There is a current government enquiry Into 
whether mobile phone masts can cause brain 
cancer and leukaemia, prompted by the eruption of 
'cancer streets' across the country where clusters 
of people are living near to mobile phone base 
stations. There Is consistent evidence of 
headache, sleep disruption, impairment of short- 
term memory* nosebleeds and, more seriously, an 
increase in the frequency of seizures in some 
children already suffering from epilepsy in people 
living near to mobile phone masts.* 

What more reason da you need? Ditch that 
gorilla- killer state tracking device! 

www.mastsamtv.org 

www thMMkagJst org 
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Unless we act to stem the alienation of people from the environment (and illustrate 
the connections between ecology and our everyday lives) each generation will 
multiply the problems we face. If we are not to engage In ever more widespread 
and fullfe battles against destruction we need to start at the beginning — with the 
children. 



The legacy of domination is that our ecology Is 
under assault. industry is destroying the diversity 
of life on Earth at an unprecedented scale, as 
J ames lovdocK (author of the Gala Hypothesis) 
puls it: 'It s as if the brain were to decide that it is 
l he most important organ in the body- iind started 
mining the livor, 1 " That we find ourselves here is 
due, In pert, to dominant culture's general 
alien aiion from the ecological communities which 
support our lives. Alongside the damage that we 
are causing to other species, this alienation Is 
having a profound psychological effect on 
ourselves — as a species — enabling us to blindly 
stumbte on, creating further problems. Our 
psyches have evolved m symbiosis with the 
environment, as the cultures we have formed 
further divorce u$ from it, it is no wonder that we 
act irrationally, el is a psychological, as wail as 
physical, loss of connection. 

Three steps towards a basis for a radical 
ecology a! sensibility can be defined as: nurturing a 
relationship with the natural worlds devetoping 



understanding of our plane is basic ecological 
: processes: and encouraging and supporting 
participation in coring for, and developing in 
partnership with, our environment, 

Cling-FHro Wrapped Kids 

| For the majority of children, having o relationship 
I with the natural world Is becoming a lot more 
: difficult. Not only does the cling-film wrapped 
sanitised world of the modern consumer disguise 
i any connections to the natural world and its 
\ processes, but parental fear and capUal-drtvflrt 
\ urbanisation are denying children access to 
: "natural areas, in a 1995 survey by Barnordos, 

\ half of parents interviewed said that they would 
I never let their children play outside without adult 
j supervision. A 1999 study by the NSFCC claimed 8 
\ out of 10 parems were too frightened lo allow kids 
to play unsuper vised In panks r i 

Mow much time do modern parents have to 
supervise children, never mind make the effort to 
take (hem to play in natural areas, supposing they 
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can gain access to Ihem? Even when children arc 
allowed out it has been □bsurved that their 
independent mobility tango for how for children ore 
allowed to play} has shrunk for a nine year old to a 
ninth of whet it was In the 1970s. 2 

Increasingly intensified yw of our countryside is 
denying even rural children access to wild aroas. 
Yet in the city the situation is much worse r whore 
the environment Is of adult design with priority 
given 10 economically profitable activity. The sEark 
design of the modern h piay area' Is less about 
children playing and exploring their world, and more 
about a 'safe environment' where children can 
'pass the lime'. 57% of children born In developing 
counl ries in this decade will be born into urban 
slums. 3 This is also a major problem In Britain and 
has been said to have Contributed Eo (he fact (hat 
the environmental movement here la predominantly 
wfitte and middl'd &tau> The Block Envtranmerrt 
MeEwork has un covered what it cells the cycle of 
participation: 

"An e ne elements of this cycle are embedded in 
white middle class lifestyle. Most of them, have 
gardens, so that children have the opportunely to 
mess around with soil and plants. At the 
weekends, it Is usual to drive out to the 
countryside for pi ernes and walks. In other words, 
being in contact with nature is part of their lives, if 
one enjoys nature, one naturally grows to rove It. If 
then, one is informed that what one loves is 
threatened, It is a natural human response to 
come out fighting for it. In such a scenario 
environmental paniapeiion is a natural 
phenomenon In white middle class Sfe* a 

“For many deprived groups it Is therefore 
important to recognise that the process i-s missing 
because the first crucial step— contact wiEh 
nature— is not In piece, if we wish to release ihe 
vast mi$$mg coni ribul ion of ethnic groups and 
other disadvantaged groups, the environmental 
movement needs to put into place access lo 
contact with nature In (he immodlale environment 
of such groups, and enable access to nature at 
large further afield." -3 

As can be recognised this is an Issue of class 
as well as ethnicity. Ethnic groups can also have 
ether barriers to wanting to gel involved in natural 
areas: one of these i$ culture. The 'natural 1 
environment in the UK is by and Fargo 'wilderness 
free. It is as much a social and cultural construct 
as it is a natural one. The tales that help define a 
sense of home In the natural world told by 
grandparents and parents may he of a different 
type of environment, Imbuing different values. The 
overriding priority given by many environmentalists 
to 'natural areas" above a social ecology that links 
both the natural world and the more social and 
urbanised realms Characterised in loner city areas, 
could be seen lo have an underlying agenda of 



privilege and racial prejudice- A Iqi of 'lifestyle 
environmentalism" prioritises retreats to the rural 
: over quality of life issues affecting tho majority of 
: urban dwellers. Greening estates, allotments, 

I public space and the built environment can be a 
[ more immediate priority for many ethnic and 
\ disadvantaged groups. 

! Another group that may need additional support 
in feeling comfortable in the natural world are gins 
I and young women: 

j 'Cultural barriers and tears keep many of our 
daughters away from (he woods and: the fields. 
Tomboys are acceptable only until (hay reach the 
threshold of adolescence. Then, they are lold F they 
. must climb down from the trees ihey love and act 
'a proper lady*. At this point, young women begin 
to live with a parados. They are taught to spend 
their time attracting men, but they are also caught 
j to fear violence from moo. As a result* women mgy 
crave solitude but may fear being alone In the 
j landscape. Over and over, they toll me Thai they 
feel vulnerable;: they fear danger—not from the 
l land, but from mem They fear violence and never 
j quite forget about its most disturbing expression: 

: rape."* 

\ Education for Action 

r So. If a starting point for nurturing an ecological 
[ sensibility In children is lots Of direct first hand 
contact with the natural world, this may have to be 
facilitated. This facilitation does nol only include 
providing access to ' natural' areas, both local to 
them and more diverse areas further afield, but 
tan also include breaking down psychological 
i barriers about contact with the natural world. This 
I may require targeted and focused activities that 
not only Include techniques eo bring people up 
= dose to nature, but also entice thorn to make that 
leap In the first place. 




M nomndustnei societies kffls gor j connection 
with nature immediately through deity 
need for 'excursions \ 
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Once u positive relationship with the natural 
world is beginning to grow, the Hirst step is canng 
about something, the second stage is developing 
understanding. One of the reasons that people Pen j. 
carry on. their ecologically destructive habits is that j 
they remain ignorant of the basic processes thai j 
underpin our world.. These processes. If I 

understood, would make many of our actions seem 
absurd, if effectively illustrated, through 
participating in practical activities, a child of eight j 
can understand basic ecological concepts. 
Understanding how energy flows through OUT 
environment, and that we need green plants to 
process the sun's energy into food we can eat, I 
shows the folty of covering the land In concrete and j 
eroding the soil- Realising that we live on a finite 
planet and that all of our molecules are constantly 
recycled makes children understand the absurdity 
of plastic packaging londMi, and that poison puk 
Into the aif and water cycles will* eventually. come 
Pack to hauni us. Illustrating ihe Ihterconnoelions 
between all living things shows ihet you cannot act 
in isolation from Ihe rest of the world t and that, all 
of our actions have consequences. This,, in 
conjunction with the foci that everything is 
constantly undergoing a process of change which 
is vital for evolution raises the question of why we 
are trying to simplify our environment and Malt the 
flow off natural processes, and also gives us hope j 
for the future. These are just a few concepts, 
which when considered together, build a basic r 

picture chat should be a prerequisite for anyone j 

Jiving on the planet H and can be seen as even more 
vital than the baste social and cultural skills that 
are taught in our schools. l 

But all of this means nothing unless people act. j 
it is important that you then provide accessible 
ways that children and young people can get 
involved m caring for their environment, from 
making life style changes to working together to 
look after and develop natural areas near where 
they live, play, or go to school. These may only 
scorn like small things but It is Important that 
young people can act on things that they can 
achieve, specific to their age and capabilities.. 

Sitting in the classroom at school where 



environmental education is predominantly issue 
based (acid rain and global warming etc.) con bo i 
very disom powering. 

Awareness of Che issues is important but they I 

are problems caused by aduit society, and it is 9 

adult society that holds the solutions. Children ere j 
one of our most powerless minorities, so to toll H 
them that their planet Is dying, and the sol ul ions t 

are cut of their control is very unfair. But. by taking ‘ 
part In activities which make small' tangrble 1 

changes and reinforce an ecological mindset, I 

children can develop an understanding of the wprld 
which may stop them burying their heads in the I 

sand when they are older. However, we must be I 

careful to place this in context. Telling children that 
by reducing their impact through recycling and 
other I lifestyle changes they can save she planet, ns 
not only misleading but also- implies that the stale 
ol the planet is their fault for not doing these 
things in the first place, rather than the underlying 
cause being social and economic systems based 
on domination and exploitation. Onto again, this 
participation in activities may have- to an extent, to 
bo facilitated and supported as consumer society 
does not encourage participation m the real world. 1 
Children may not be used to the concept of acting 
on things that I bey learn and discover, 1 

At what age should we begin to work with 
children to Implement this pattern ol exploration, ! 
discovery, learning, and participation? At what age 
Of a child's development are activities with 
different emphases appropriate? A place to start 
can be at the beginning. When a child is born it is 
a wild animal, nor yet a social or cultural 1 creature* 
its experience of the world Is direct and real!, 
unmedialed by words and concepts. At ihis stage a 
child's development mirror natural evolution, it is 
a cumulative ptocess of auio^poesis (literally self- 
poeiry), or self -making. soirorgamsaliort, 

Rene Pubes. a writer on psychology and health 
status^ "Development of the nervous system and 
oven mental health depend upon a constant 
exposure to sensory stimuli and new experiences/ 
through play and discovery children organise their 
world, they build themselves. The natural wbdd at 
Us best is rich and chon-tic* a torrent of responsive 
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stimuli. It Is malleable, if regular *ind teeming with 
other life, exposure to which can help Tiro the 
im agnation. 

* An hough his toots are cultural, the child's 
modelling JmpuFsas, perceptual and manual, 
appear to be spontaneous and biologically innate. 
These impulses are instinctive and inventive, whilst 
the child's materials are In the strict sense 
’ natural' „ Being artefact as such is not the 
essential nature of any object. The natural 
properties of an artefact — its shape, colour, and 
especially texture and potential use— are the 
reality along with the identity. Looked at in thus way 
a child's world making in play is a learning 
process... On this basis it is possible to sustain 
the view mat Ihe child does net merely grew but 
evolves out of nature into culture. “* a 

An Adventure of the Senses 

This process of Stimulating the Imagination 
Continues throughout the child’s development. In 
those early years up to the ago of about five the 
child's main attachment is to their mother/carer, 
From the age of five the child takes tentative stops 
away from this allachment Into She wider world. It 
is from thus age we can supplement pure free ploy 
wrth more focused activities. It is important when 
designing play and learning activities to Involve 
children in the natural world to take into account 
that children have a different perception of the 
environment to adults. How many times have you 
seen adults walking their children through the 
countryside and: trying to show them magnificent 
views, just to turn round to find the kids poking 
around in puddles or making dens in the bushes? 
Adults tend to find beauty, tranquillity, and solace 
in the mindscapps of rolling hills or sea and sky, 

For children the natural world is much more 
Immediate and Intimate. Acting out scenarios in 
secluded dons, climbing trees for lookouts. They 
can spend a whole day Just muck log about on the 
edge of a stream. The best way to design activities 
is to observe how children play, and develop on 
this behaviour. From the age of about five to seven 
children can begin to understand concrete 
concepts that can be shown practically through 
games and discoveries. Such things as; animals 
need shelter, water,, air, and food for survival, and 
that they get these things from; their environment. 

From about the age ol eight to around the age 
of twelve are the most formative years of a child e 
development. It is these years that are most likely 
to have the greatest impression on the person the 
child is to become. The world Is becoming an 
incredibly Interesting place, they are beginning to 
underhand ideas, and if given the opportunity, to 
be exhilarated by life. It is at this ago I hat risks are 
to be taken and discoveries to be made. Asbjorn 
Fleming, a Norwegian educationalist has noted: 
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Solitude 

A simple yet valuable experience that is very 
powerful is that of solitude. With almost 
constant supervision, and the audio and visual 
bombardment of consumer society, many 
children very seldom hove positive experiences 
of solitude. As won as being a valuable place 
for reflection it can also bn an experience where 
children can appreciate the flows and rhythms 
of the natural world. A simple activity to provide 
this Is known in earth education as r magic 
spots'. 

* Let each child choose a spot in the woods 
sitting with their back to a tree but so they 
cannot see anyone else. Then they sit still 
and silent until the normal activity of the 
woodland resumes around them, as if they 
wore just another feature in their 
surroundings. 

* For some children, the first lime they do ihis 
if can he good to give them something to 
focus on— are there insects on the bark of 
their tree? What different sounds con they 
hear? What shapes are made by the play of 
light as the trees move above them? 

* The first time you try It, start with five 
minutes then increase it to around ten 
minutes, if given the choice some children 
will often stay longer than this, 

* Use small sitting mats so that chu children 
are comfortable. 



* if woridrig with a large group of children, drop 
them off and pick them up one by one. Place 
thorn so that they face different directions 
and can't see each other. 

* Gel the group together before setting off. 
Have them reach up above them and grasp 
an imaginary Curtaln H the 'veil of silence", 
and lower it to their feel. After this no one 
am utter e sound until the "veil" is kited at 
the end of the activity. Re mind them I hat the 
activity Is not for meditating or "listening to 
the little voice inside their head'* but 
experiencing the world around them. 



A variation on this activity is ceiled "night 
watchers" and is done after dark. This activity is 
the same as ’magic spots" but a night-light or 
small candle in a jam jar is placed behind each 
Child. If the jar is placed behind them it does 
not spoil their night vision, but they and you are 
reassured by the hide dots or light scattered 
through the wood. 
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' . . .p^ay comes (o children naturally with two 
related impulses- to use the body lo ns fullest 
while interacting with others socially. Inevitably ii 
Involves risk, conflict and even fighting but these 
are the thrilling experiences thal Children seek out 
and they drive forward physical and social 
development..,. There is a will and a drive to 
develop and it happens through real play. Wtiat this 
means is using the body as it can be used, finding 
out for themselves what the body is capable of.... 
Much of children's play is about finding out what 
they are capable of and pushing 1 hem selves on." 7 

The natural world is the perfect place for this 
type of adventure* Unlike the adult designed 
challenges of the "play area' or the athletics field, 
the natural world doesn't Judge, n just is. "Can I 
climb that t reo"? Can i jump the dyke just here?" 
Children weave the landscape together wtth 
stones, (hey make It their own. This can be a very 
supportive relationship. It Is o lime in children 1 s 
lives where they have very lilt lo control, they are at 
the beck and call of adult relationships and 
decisions. To feel at home in the natural world is a 
valuable thing. Amongst the buzzing lives or other 
species, if is a place where they can go to be 
alone without being lonely. These explorations and 
discoveries can also i nolle o curiosity which can 
drive a desire to learn. At this age they arc able to 
be excited by ideas and are beginning to be able to 
understand abstract concepts and the 
Interconnections between living things, if these 
concepts are placed in the context of their 
discoveries r and are Illustrated by the children 
participating in a practical way, ihey can lake on a 
reality that transcends textbooks. 

Rites of Passage 

The next stage of a child's development can be 
very difficult: if involves the transition from being a 
child to becoming a young adult — adolescence, At 
this time there is a lot going on in a young 





Collecting berries in 7 he fores! garden, 

MooisecoemO Forest Garden and WWtlfe 
Project in Brighton has been iwrodveing local 
kids lo ecology since 2 9#4- 

person s Ilfa^fftandB, music, developing sexuality, 
the future, and having a good lime can 
predominate. They can also be possessed by a 
soLf<onsclousnoss that can be almost crippling. At 
this time the most useful thing that can be done Is 
to maintain on underlying contact and relationship 
with the natural world * and to help nurture the 
confide nf autonomous individual. This can provide 
a position of strength from which they can make 
i informed decisions about iho world that they are 
becoming active in. During this period a 
relationship with (he natural world) Is of 
immeasurable value for the selfesteem, 

] confidence, and security of young people. It has 
: been said ol the natural environment that: 

: "Nowhere, if seems, do human concerns matter 

: less. And yet r nowhere is Lhe simple fact of our 
j existence so exhilaratmgay clean Nowhere do so 
few trivia Idsing and demeaning assaults on egos 
[ exist. Nowhere do humans matter more... By 
forging connections with plants, animals, and land, 
by finding some ways lo expedience some 
relationship to the Earth, Individuals can gain a 
sense of worth. Heroin Nos security. 

How (important u ns can bo is illustrated in this 
anecdote: jn 1974, i heard this from n twelve- 

year old black girl who had been bussed to a 
previously all while Boston school: "I guess I'm 
doin' ail right. I'm studyin' and like teacher says, k 
pays off, A lot of time, though, I wish R could walk 
j out of that school and find myself a place where 
there are no whites, no black folk, no people of 
j any kind! I mean, a place where I'd be able to sit 
j still and gel my head together; a place where I 
| could walk and waik 1 and Td be walking on grass. 

; not cement, with glass end garbage around: a 
: place where tftora'd be sky and the sun, and then 
\ the moon and ail those stars. At night sometimes, 
when l get to feeling real low. I'll climb up the 
\ stairs So our roof [she Uved in a triple-docker 
j building with a fiat roof], and i look at the sky. and 
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V ll say hello there, you moon end all your babies 
stars I Vm be log Silly. I know, foul up there, 3 feel; I 
Can stop end think about what's happening to 
me — it s (ho only place t can, the only place*"* 
When relationships have broken down within 
society or the Family, young people can be laced, 
with an overwhelming sense of isolation. The 



that we know best, that we know the things l hey 
\ should know, and that we can best raise Sham to 
behave and act fittingly. This, form of domination is 
echoed throughout society — the management not 
! trusting the workers lo do the job, the government 
j not trusting the citizens. The children ore our hope. 
In environmental and social terms ITs our limited 




natural world can give a definition of self defined In 
relation to Others, Including other species; and the 
security of interconnected relationships to the rest 
of the world, a counterpoint to isolation and 
slign alien, Finding your place in the wortd, and 
drawing comfort from diversity. As stated by Paul 
Shepard: “The culmination of this difference-with- 
affimiy is a Arm ground of personal confidence and 
membership in Its largest sense/ 10 

One wny of developing these experiences is 
through camps and expeditions that encompass 
challenging activities. Those con be intense 
experiences whkh Invoke immersing young people 
in the natural world. Talking into Eho Homes of the 
campfire in the seclusion of the night can provide a 
safe place for them lo voice and discuss their 
hopes and tears. Incorporating ’challenges by 
choice - can help them test themselves. These are 
just a few of the elements of something that is 
generally lost from commercialised society, a form 
of ’fights of passage 1 , something to delineate the 
transition from being a child to becoming an adult 
When working in small groups In this way 
challenges should be based around the principles 
of mutual aid* voluntary co-operation, and 
organisation without hierarchy, and underpinned by 
communication, lun, and a sense of 
adventure. We should not foe educating 
people to become environmentalists, we 
should ho helping young people become 
Strong individuals, secure In 
themselves* who are 
abkr to work with 
ethers without 
domination, and have 
an abiding love of 
the natural world. It 
is from this position 
of strength that they can 
make their own 
decisions, However, 
we can hope that 
they will then foe 
equipped to go on and 
participate within their 
communities and defend 
the things that they have 
grown to love and 
understand. 

Children am 
imaging: educating 
them has connotations 
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Imaginations that have brought efoout the stale we 
are in, it will take pnlmlted imaginations to solve 
these problems. They will be solved by the 
children, but In order to do so children must foe 
given the freedom to unleash their imaginations. 
As Einstein said, "imagination is more important 
than knowledge". What we can do. rather than 
educate, is to help nurture tho experiences andi 
understandings that will catalyse and empower 
children to think beyond the confines that we 
impose upon them. 

"Since toes Imagination arises from the child's 
contact with nature, each chlid is a born ocologisE. 
Thus: save the children to save the imagination to 
save (ho planet." 
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Forest Schools 

Sis' trig from as young as 3 years old, Forest 
Schools taka children and young people 
(especially those with 1 challenging behaviour'! Inlo 
the woods for several days a week. This happens 
cone rain or Shine, The children are taught skills 
like using how saws, building dens, and cooking 
on open it res. The programme cuiml nates with 
woodland campovers, forest Schools are now 
being established across the country. Contact 
them at; Forest Schools. Bridgewater College. 

Bath Road,. Bridgewater, Somerset TAG 4PZ, web: 
www.bridgewato r.ac jjH 

Forest School Camps 

These camps are for an ages and have been 
running in the UK tor shorn 50 years. They have 
around 1,200 participants per year. The emphasis 
is on 'learning by doing', and Involves woodcraft 
skills and adventure training. There Is currently a 
move Within the organisation lo revitalise their 
radical and libertarian roots. This Is being 
Spearheaded try a group called Fire In the Baity. 
Contact them at: Forest School Camps, Filton 
House, 42 Payne Avenue, Aidringlon, Hove BN3 
BHD. Web: www. flrainthebell v.ora.tih 

The Woodcraft Falk 

Sometimes labelled as a cooperative scouting 
movement, The Woodcraft Folk have groups 
operating in many parts of the Country. For more 
information got in touch with them at: Woodcraft 
Folk. 13 Rilherdon Road, London SW17 8QE. 

The Institute for Earth Education 

The Institute has been around for about 25 
years ond now operates in 7 different countries. It 
developed the principle of active learning 
adventures in the natural world that develop 
feelings, understanding, and par lid pal ion. The 
programmes that it distributes and promotes era 
well-crafled and can provide the basis for very 
successful activities. Like all institutes the 
structure is very much ’the lengthened shadow of 
one individual', but the practical reality an the 
gyound in the UK, where it has been operating for 
10 years, is that of a mutual aid network. Contact 
them at: The inshlute for Earth Education, 

Shor thills Environmental Centre, Nightinggales 
Lane, Ch el font St Giles, HP8 4SG, 



Blue Planet Days 

This Is a proved fun by Millennium Debate of 
Oxford. They go into secondary schools for a day 
and run a series of events that include a high 
impact multi media performance about, our effects 
on the planet and workshops on various aspects 
of alternative culture and technology. Contact 
them at: The Millennium Debate, 46 Nelson St, 
Oxford 0X2 GEE. Web: www.millennlum.debate.ore 

Wild Things— Ecological Education Collective 

We are a small workers cooperative, based in 
Nottinghamshire, that developed as a posilive 
initial rve from experiences in (he road protasis of 
the mid. 1990s, We provide active learning 
adventures based on the principles and practice 
of earth education and adventurous 
environmental play and challenge activities, to 
children’s and young people’s groups from 
Nottingham and across the ox-mlning 
communities at ihe Nottinghamshire coalfield. We 
currently work wilh over 1,000 children a year. 
Wild Things is establishing with other 
organisations a Wild Play Network, which aims to 
provide resources, activities and training to 
facilitate environmental play and discovery based 
learning throughout Nottinghamshire. It also aims 
to gain access 10, and secure, a wkJe network of 
areas suitable for these activities across the 
couniy. Contact: Wild Things, The Sumac Centre. 
254 Gladstone Street. Nottingham NG7 SHX, 

Tel: 0S4S 4584727 

Email: eco-Bction^ ihwl ldlhmes.aril.uk 

Wab: yvww.wlldihin^s. or e.uk 
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Radical £du Catiein in the Zapatista Cemnounities 




In December 1994 the EZLN (Zapatista Army of National Liberation) launched an 
offensive that took control of over a third of the state of Chiapas In Mexico. In this 

■i 

urea 32 autonomous municipalities were established. In these municipalities the 
villages democratically decided on new community representatives. 



A central aspect or this struggle for autonomy is 
Lo regain control of education within their viii^es. 

II and in doing so promote the use or indigenous 
lLir.gy0g.oSi as well os a syllabus t lii'ii strongmens 
I |wlr cultures and is relevant to their own fur.il woy 
1 of life, With Ehis fcn mind the comm unities also 
M choose their own teachers, Wliat follows ps a short 
Interview with somebody who teaches m one of the 
villages In the autonomous municipals. = 

i How did you get Involved fin autonomous 
education? 




Tve been working in the communities for 7 years 
dqw. When I arrived In 1995, -Ofter the 9th 
February talks had broken down, there had started 
Co be harassment in ati the Zapatista communities 
of Chiapas, Then several caravans were organised 
on a national level to break the military siege, and 
to stand by as civil society Zapahsla communities- 
I arrived in one community and when I arrived there 
I was a women's Checkpoint looking after the 
[p community white the men were working, I was 
— — 



community. To see for the first lime indigenous 
women with a lot of strength in (heir faces, with a 
lot of dignity in their faces, and then that's when a 
thought that i wanted to be here - 1 asked the 
community what I could do if I stayed, and they 
said that due to the Zapatista uprising teachers 
had left their communities and that they didn't Uke 
the teachers who had been (here before. They said 
that if f wanted to, I could work in the community 
teaching young people to work with (he kids* 

And what were you doing before when you wore 
living In Mexico City? 

Weil r i was studying and working, and I knew 
lots about what was going on here through the 
student committees in the university, And there 
were also Chiapas support groups, which goE 
together in the universiCy. 

Whal Is autonomous education all about? What 
are its values and goals? 

When I arrived here, to start with, the people 
saw the need for there to be care for the children 
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as the teachers had Heft. Also. they were not In 
agree mem with government education* because 
the offieint education was in Spanish when they 
Spoke other languages. Because the teachers in 
many cases also acted like a political figure, they 
had a tot of weight In Ihe community and 
sometimes were the ones who brought alcohol into 
the community. In other cases.. there were teachers 
that even hr they did their job. it wes an education 
that did not fli the needs or culture of the 
community* Then Ihe commons! les began to feel 
the need to have an education which was created 
in the community and with young people from the 
same community, people thal didn't come from 
outside-* and who wouldn't leave. Then hit by bit 
from 199S which is when me San Andres peace 
agreements were ^amg on. around the negotiating 
tables of San Andres the- issues of autonomy 
began to be dealt with, and the municipalities 
began to organise themselves autonomously. 
Basically, they were Zapatista communities in 
resistance, and then from *995 they began to 
form themselves Into autonomous municipalities. 
And it was- then that they decided that as 
autonomous municipalities it was important to 
have an aulonontous education, and it's there the 
process began, and the people began to think 
about what an autonomous education would bo. 
Then people talked about how they wanted on 
education met would help ihem to resolve ihoir 
problems, that was in their mother tongue, thal 
was wilh people of I ho same community* (hat 
respected their culture* and that's how 
autonomous education began to be organised. 

What Is the syllabus of autonomous education? 

well, there are many municipalities and 
autonomous education is working in all of them. 
Also there are different people from civil society 
who are supporting this education, so it varies 
according to the needs of each municipality and 
according to the agreements of each municipality. 
But the main things that we work In are reading 
and writing native languages, and that is quite a 
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long process because there are still no sot ways of 
writing in the native languages* so for indigenous 
languages Ihere are no s*l materials. So ihe 
process of reading and writing in indigenous 
| languages is still difficult, Put it Is something that 
Ihe people say they want I heir offspring to learn. 

; Therefore* I think that is a very important potol. 

I because it is important to read ancf write but it is 
j also important that children toss their shame and 
get back their dignity* because before m school 
\ they were devalued, to (his new education they am 
I concerned that children participate and lose 
shame. So each municipality has its own way of 
doing this. 

History is also taught— the history of each 
autonomous municipal has been pieced together 
and there have also been gatherings of old folk 

■ 

where the old people talk about how customs were 
in the past* They've also given a tot of significance 
to songs* Ihealre and health concerns. So. 
education Is being formed from what is seen as a 
necessity in each particular municipality. 

How many autonomous schools nto there In there 
In the Zapatista areas? 

Who knows? In the Zapatista area where we are 
j there are seven municipalities, and there are 
j schools in almost all the communities of those 
] seven municipalities. But in toe Zapatista area 
\ there are more than 1*000 communities* and of 
l toose 1.000 communities* i don't know how many 
schools there are, 

■ 

How arm the necessary mote rials for teaching and 
} learning obtained? 

j Well* firstly there are no materials. Rather, it s 
■ like ihe educators work with what they can. So, 

: them are communities which had a school before* 
and they work in I hat school wilh those materials. 
But there are communities where they had no 
j school, and they have built a new school with wood 
and corrugated iron and then they paint a 
\ blackboard and they have their desses. But It's 
according to toe pOMlbilities of each community. 

5 Materials like books ore very scarce. Materials 
sometimes come front tne travelling caravans, or 
are sent from civil society and support groups. But 
(here are loads of schoots, so il p $ difficult for all of 
t toem to have whet's needed to teach, 

j What sorts of problems Am there with the efforts 
I to educate autonomously? 

j Well, I think the problems faced are many, We 
: face political problems* In the sense that for many 
j years the educators have been working under 
[ pressure of military harassment or with the 
\ pressure and fear that the land would be taken 
away. Mow the problem is facing government 
attempts to buy communities off. Sometimes in 



the communities this Is part of (he strategy of low 
intensity warfare. It there is an autonomous 
education initiative, the government has its own 
education Initiative and Enos to conopt pari of the 
community. So those ere problems lo do wilh the 
conditions that the communities are living in- 

"Education is our priority 
because that is where the 
manipulation of the 
government come s in, ” 

— A Zapatista from the 
Ocosingo region. 

Other problems arc that the educators have 
their Job os educator as a ser vice to the 
community, not as paid work. So the educator has 
to see lo their group of children, but Ihey also have 
to see to their family end their field, as well as 
having lo do ail the work which comes from ihoir 
process of struggre. So realty it is one of the most 
difficult jobs because it tokos more time than being 
a health promoter or human rights promoter. As 
well as this fc think that educators don’t have 
sufficient resources;; t here's no materials- Also the 
process of education has been developing. 
Sometimes the menlaJily of the parents has been 
developing too, because to star! with education 
was something that wasn't meeting immediate 
needs, so children were also part of their family's 
collective work. So these soms of problems,,. 

How do you see the future of the Zapatista 

movement? 

Weis, what I see is that it as, becoming a very 
important process at the love! of the building of 
the autonomous municipalities, Because ! think the 
piece ss that’s going on in (he autonomous 
municipalities Is something which is already 
irreversible. And also they constitute hope and an 
alternative to I he global system , Although It'S 
about a local process which is the autonomy of the 
communities, the autonomous municipalities are 
also an alternative to all these global initiatives. So 
( think it's also the indigenous people's realisation 
that whether or not the government fulfil their 
agreements, the municipalities are already being 
built, and they are real, and they have a real; 
autonomy. The indigenous people are not going lo 
be like before,. 5o I think That Is what is going on. 
and it can't go back. 

What sort of support can people from othiir parts 
of the world offer? 

WolL I think firstly to be informed about what is 
happening here, and i think also there’s lots of 



Things lb do everywhere if we learn from what Is 
} going on here in the communities, They ere on 
example of what c an also be done in other places, 
; And on other levels, like more specific support for 
\ the autonomous municipalities, people can be in 
touch with each municipality directly, with their 
■ councils, to see what needs they have. 



■ 

What do you think can be learnt from the struggle 

: hero? 

■ 

i Think the most important thing is the sense of 
\ community^ and also That the process really is 
\ being built with everyone end amongst everyone, 

[ as fiver yona participates and everyone has a 
l space Ip the process. It’s not anything that is 
\ finished, it's a whole process with Us cycles and! 
stages i U's developing. Also I think there is a lot TP 
learn from the way in which, as the government are 
not capable of meeting the people's needs. (I is 
the people themselves Thai have to decide now 
they should sort out their needs * 
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For mom da tails on the Zapatista struggle we 
recommend the excellent book The Zapatistas: A 
Rough Guido published by Chloposhnk (PG Box 
79, B2 Colston Street, Bristol BS1 SBB, England.) 
ISBN G 3075 S7B 32. You Oort Order 3 copy from 
them tor £& ( including postage) or tot an updated 
version on the web look at: 
www.ch iaoas tfnkMkgoteway. net 
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The recent direct action campaign fighting to defend peat hogs from destruction 
has been going on for about two years now, taking over where others left off and 
Injecting new spirit Into the battle. This article Is a basic introduction to the 
ecology and social history of bogs, the recent campaign, as well as an insight into 
the political machinations that seem to overwhelm so many ecological issues — Just 
one more reason to Ignore the lot and hit them where it hurts! 



Thorne and Hatfield Moors 

The Humber-head Levels, stretching from York to 
Gainsborough and from Gnmsby to Doncaster, 
were creat ed as ice retreated after lasl 
glaciation. leaving a fattened landscape, much of 
winch Js at or below sea-level, Thorno Moors and 
HatlteW Moor are south or the Humber estuary and 
make up a total of 3,000 hectares of peat kind. 
They are among the remnants of fln extensive 
complex of lowland raised mires which storied 
growing in the new landscape around: a. 500 years 
ago. Thorne and Hailiold and are how the two 
largest surviving lowland raised mires in Britain.* 

Although close neighbours the two sites are Ter 
from identical, Their geology and histories are very 
different and their habitat ranges are distinctive, 
Just over half of Thorne Moors is re-grown 
abandoned peat workings, criss-crossed by 
drainage ditches* clinker towpalhs and disused 
canals, with fen meadow, willow and birch scrub 
and mature woodland at the edgos. In the midst of 
this mosaic are pockets o< living, growing mire.. 
Over 80% Of the surface of Hatfield Moor has been 
stripped and worked for peat. Part of the 
remainder supports native Scots pine, and the 



centre of the moor is an Important sandy heath 
■and. 

Alter centuries of damage and destruction, the 
area of raised bog habitat in the UK remaining in a 
: natural stale and still laying down peat (active bog) 
is 6,000 hectares: only G% of the original area. 2 Of 
the 10,000 or so raised bogs in Britain, only onq 
site support* bog habitat across its entire 
structure: Glen Moss in Scotland, which covers just 
s six hectares. England, which originally held the 
largest area of raised bog, no ronger h» any sues 
] where active hog predominates. Even within the 
: Silas of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), there is 
1 more damaged -area than pristine active bog* 3 The 
j total amount of raised bog habitat in prime, natural 
condition Is well below the 10,000 hectares 
recognised as the minimum atea required for its 
secure conservation. 4 Active raised bog in Europe 
l is now so scarce that it is listed under the 
[ European Council directive on the conservation of 
natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora, 



What Is Peat? 



p 



Raised peal boys are formed In low fying 
waterlogged fireas, Rather than decaying, acidic 



*4ti/Do or IMVftfc 10 





sphagnum moss is preserved due la Ihe lack of 
oxygen, which medriS the! a Itving, bog grows he o 
rate of between 2mm and 15mm per year. 
Sphagnum moss is immensely absorbent; indeed 
until the Second World War dned moss was 
preferred lo cation waul in field hospitals, being 
also sterile and having antiseptic dualities, in the 
mid- 16th Century the raised bog on Thome Moore 
was Over 20 fool high, and would grow up to S foot 
higher in the winter because of the wet weather. 
"Quaking bogs', as they are sometimes known can 
be as little as 2% solids— the rest made op of 
water. One 191 h Century naturalise Adrian 
Woadruffe^Peacooh. a Lincolnshire vicar. descried 
it os, “'Truatihhng in waves when you jumped on 
Its... surface, till She undulations wore lost in the 
distance or at the edge of Ihe nearest ditch". 5 

Oue to the lack of decay, locked up inside the 
peat bogs is an Irreplaceable archive of past 
chmate conditions, vegetation and human activity 
dating bach thousands ot years. Ancient boats, 
human bodies, trees and porien have an been 
found preserved in peat. As organisms grow they 
use carbon dioxide it he main greenhouse gas 
contributing to climate change), storing it as 
carbon, and as they decay the carbon is released. 
Peat is essentially undecayed plant-matter, storing 
between 500 and 1,000 gigetonnes of carbon 
gioba%- 6 Research in the USA suggests that 
alterations m the extent of peat bogs would change 
me concentration of C02 In the atmosphere by up 
to 20% r because living peat bogs absorb and: 
contain CG2 as they grow, while drained (not to 
mention dug up and spread around) bogs decay, 
releasing thousands of years worth of stored 
carbon into the air, 

PealFands are unique because they are acidic 
and low in nutrients, creating conditions for a 
particularly specialised ecology. In addition, 
pealFanfl habitats Sro ecologically distinct from 
each other, as variations In rainfall, geology and 
surrounding habitats encourage different species, 
Thor no and Hetlfeld are name to over 800 species 
of flowering points and ferns and hundreds of 
Species of mosses, liverworts, lichens and fungi. 

At least three rate species of carnivorous plant are 
Found on Thorne and Hatfield: 

* The Round- Leaved Sundew and Sutter wpft live 
In the baggy bits and trap inseds in the gunk they 





i secrete on their leaves, and then enfold them so 
| that they are digested; in the secretions. Heaving 
! only wings,, claws, skin and the indigestible part of 
the insect's skeleton as the leaves unfold once 

p 

more. 

* The RJtfdderwprl lives in water on Ihe fen 
margins, and has no roots,, but only a mass of 
fronds, each of which bears several Liny 
"bladders". Hairs on the mouth of the bladder are 
sensitive to Insects swimming by, thus triggering 

i ihe rial nine see to open up, which aueits in water 
and ine unfortunate insect. Once irepoed. ihe 
i insect is not killed, but starves and then decays, 
i releasing the required nutrtenis to the plant. 

Halliotd Moor alone has 5,500 speetes of 

: 

invertebrates — a truly astonishing figure, and [bore 
are different species again on Thorne, Aboul 150 
nationally scarce or endangered species have been 
recorded, including several which are unique la one 
j or both qf these Moors. They are also home to 
j over 2Q0 species of birds. Including the Nightjar, 
Wood I ark, Nightingale, Woodcock, Curlew, Peregrine 
and Short and Long-Eared owls. Hatfield Is the only 
lowland breeding sue in England of the Twite or 
I Heather Linnet. Wintering birds or prey such as 
Merlin. Hen harrier and Marsh harrier depend on 
large expanses of undisturbed habitat to hunt over, 
and [heir numbers declined drastically as the area 
\ of the Moors under active peat cutting expanded 
during the 1980s. 

j Peat Cutting 

Peat was traditionally cut by hand* a slow 
me C hod, which enabled peal I and wNclhfc to survive 
among ihe flooded peat callings and allowed the 
vegetation to regenerate over time. New peat 
; 'ml I ling' extraction methods in the 1980s brought 
Intensive drainage and the almost complete 
removal of surface vegetation, along with me top 
layer of peat, from large parts of the Moors 

"Drainage not only can affect the plants and 
■ animals that live on a peat bog, but atso can 
j change the character of the bog itseFf. The 
; essence of an acid peat bog — what enables it to 
maintain its acidic condition — is its wetness. Once 
j the soil dries out, plants die and decay as they 
! would in any other habitat. The nutrients supplied 
| by the decayed plant matter change the bog from a 
| low-nutrient, acid habrial lo a nutrient-rich „ alkaline 
one, Wor can the effects ol severe drainage be 
j reversed by returning water to the bog"- 
Catherine Caufleld, Tftome iwoors fi99i> 
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A network of ditches and drams Is cel across 
and around the moor. draining water out and 
pumping H aw ay, When the (ertd is dry enough 
(around Easter or a bit later) roll valors are brought 
on P which chum up the surface, destroying the 
delicate soil structure of the peat and any 
palaeoenvironmeolaS record; contained In it. Those 
are followed by bulldozers, which scrape the loose 
peat into ridges and then by harvesters, which 
hoover it up into the dumper trucks which dump it 
in long, high mounds next to a narrow gauge 
railway. At Hatfield it is processed all year round, 
stocks having just about run out by the time the 
next cutting season comes round- it is important to 
note that because bogs are mainly liquid, damage 
(through drainage)' to habitats and the peat archive 



extends beyond tbo extraction area to affect the 
entire site . 1 

i 

j Recent Wrarigllngs 

: From the 1300s, rights of turbary (peat-cutting} 

; for fuel weje exercised on both Thorne and Hatfield 
Moors for hundreds of years by local people. In the 
1820s the government enclosed the land and 
awarded it to individuals, the local churches and 
j schools etc. El was I hen possible to sell the rand 
; on. In the late 19th and early 20th century, Thorne 
| Moors were very extensively commercially worked 
| for peat, most of which was sold as bedding for 
j homes. With the advent of the internal combustion 
i engine this market virtually disappeared and little 
peat was cut between the mid 1920s and the early 



William Bunting: Thorne Moors Greatest Defender I 

in the early 1950s, an irascible, uncompromising man called William Bunting arrived in Thorne. Born 
In Barnsley in 1916 he had acted as a courier and smugger for the anarchists in the Spanish Civil war 
Fascinated by the moors r Bunting became a self-taught naturalist. His discoveries include a species of 
alga that lives on the antenna of microscopic water fleas, and os well am this he was the torsi person to 
draw attention to the Bronze .Age wooden pathway under Thorne Moors. 

Angered by the publication in 1952 Of West folding County Council s footpath map, showing no paths 
at ail on Thome, Bunting taught himself to road Latin, Medieval English and Norman French so to 
acquaint himself with the confused and arcane laws and administrative regulations on public rights-of- 
way. With this knowledge he fought the Illegal enclosure of Thorne through the courts for the next two 
decades. He also continued to walk the old footpaths, removing obstacles and confronting angry 
landowners as he went. When walking on the moors he carried a gun, a walking stick concealing a 
razor-sharp sabre, a machete and his wire cutters. When asked if he had ever had occasion to fire a 
gun while on the moors, he roared* N What do you think 1 use them for, picking my bloody nose?" 

In the early 1960$, conventional wisdom was that farming and peal digging had already ruined 
Thome Moors and it was generally regarded as a piece of waste-hind. The Yorkshire Naturalists' Tryst 
voted not to object to a plan to dump fuel ash on I he moors. Bunting, outraged, wrote scathing letters, 
compiled reports and badgered the organisation's leading lights to come and see for Ihemselves. They 
reversed their decision. Bunting defeated numerous plans for similar schemes. As well as the planners 
and developers, Bunting also had to fight the Nature Conservancy Council (NCC— a precursor of English 
Nature si which had denied for many years that there was anything of interest on Thorne Moors. 

In late 1971. FI son* excavated several deep drains thel threatened to destroy completely the richest 
par I of the arm With the heart of the moors nt risk. Bunting and a group erf nature lists, local residents 
and students from a number of northern universities look matters Into their own hands* Galling 
the mselves Bum mg’s Beavers, the group worn onto the Moors practically every weekend throughout the 
spring and Summer of 1972 to dam I he drains. FI sons" workers were unable to keep up w«lh them end 
by the early autumn dozens of dams had been built, some of them more lhan forty feet thick. 

in October 1972. shortly after a BBC TV crew filmed the Bowers at woFk, Ftaorta dynamited IB of Lhe 
dams. The Beavers repaired the dams, end Ffsons* which had been showered with unfavourable 
publicity, let the new dams stand, Ftaons eventually entered Into an agreement to protect then area from 
drainage and cutting, and to reinforce several of the Beavers" dams and eleven years later, Lhe NCG 
bought 180 acres of rl and declared it a National Nature Reserve. 

William Bunting died in 1995, having been pensioned out of the army in lhe late 1940s with TB and 
diagnosed shortly afterward wuh e Crippling inflammation of the vertebrae. He w as ill and In terrible 
pain for much of his life, yet without his obsessive and aggressive protection, Thorne Moors would have 
been destroyed long Bgo. 

We take his words to heart: m l suggest that the essence of conservation lies with one simple word,, 
NO! Don't become like those prostitutes in the Nature Conservancy. Say no, mean no, fight to retain 
lhe places we have." 

Source: frame Moots by Catherine Caufieid (Sumach press, 1991) 
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196Q&, PFsinninK. por mission foi ptont extraction 
covering almost (he whole of both Moors was 
granted in 1950. In the 196Gs the first 
mechanised forms of peat extraction — block 
cutting. — arrived when F isons. and companies like 
them started marketing peat as a growth medium 
(compost! Horticulture. Fisons Ltd. reputedly 
owned the land (absolute title has never been 
proved),, including sand and gravel extraction lights 
from the 1963 to 1994 when they became 
Levingion Horticulture Ltd, in a management 
buyout 

The Scotls Company (UK), based in Ohio, 
bought out levington Horticulture Ltd. In 199?, 
Scotia, as the current leaseholder m the land, 
held the mineral extraction planning permission 
granted Over 50 years, which was due so run out in 
2023. 

From 1990 the Pealland Campaign Consortium 
(PCCl members and cither Non Governmental 
Organisations {NGOs} ware running 
a strong campaign to save peat 
bogs and promote peat 
alternatives. Indeed. In 1992 
such was the success of the 

campaign that it was thought 
that it would be possible to 
ensure that: 

* No peal was being 
extracted from SSSis 
vdlhin 12 months. 

* No peat was being 
extracted from bogs of 
conservation value within 
(wo years. 

* Peat extraction 
would cease altogether in 
the UK within five years fi 

The campaign was 
affecting Fisons 4 safes 
enough to bring them to 
the negotiating table. 

They approached the 
government for help, who 

left English Nature (e 
government agency) to sort it out. 

This led to ‘The Counterpart 
Lease' between Fisons and 
English Nature which was signed 
in 1994, The lease required 
Fisons to donate 8.100 acres of 
freehold pc at I and to English 
Mature— some of which became a 
National Nature Reserve- -BUT the 
holding company kept all mineral extraction 
rights (including sand and gravis! which is under 
the pea t) on 5.390 acres, in places where work 
had already started. Planning permission for 
pest extraction which was granted in (he 1950s 



was to last until 2023. Once extraction had Ceased 
i the land would be restored and managed by 
Engrish Nature, 

As part of I ho agreement an average peat depth 

of 0.5m was to be left. 9 Note, however, that 

.. . 

’average' moans they can (and do) dig. deeper in 
j some areas to allow access lo the sand and gravel 
underneath r whkisi not digging as deep In other 
\ areas as the bottom level, of the peat undulates 
] naturally 

: In addition English Nature must "not knowingly 

i (...) encourage or assist others to do anything 
: which may directly or indirectly prevent, reside! or 
] impede the use of the property for rbe approved 
| use. 1 'is 

So. although the deal Drought roughly half ol 
Thorne Moors mto immediate conservation 

; management, it also resulted in me ludicrous 

situation whereby English Nature was effectively 
\ made landlord to continued peat-cutting on the rest 
? of the site end undermined the SSSi peat 
consumer boycott. Even when three nightjar 
territories were lound, mining was not halted in the 
area, even though the nightjar is a protected 
species. Outrageously, English Nature announced 
the agreement In a press ‘release entitled 
"Agreement Saves Key Portlands However, this 
is what Dr Derek ftatcilffe. former Chiof Scientist 

of the disbanded Nature 
Conservancy Council had to 
say: 

"The deferred promise of 
eventually returning worked- 
over hog to conservation 
management has a hollow 
ring* since there is no 
acceptable evidence that 
peatland worked Out by the 
modern methods of machine 

milling Hus any further value 
for peat-bog wildlife." 
"Protestors have pointed out 
English Nature had no need to 
i into such a deaf with Fisons..,. as 
f tide is Hewing in the 
conservationists' favour and the 
firm itself was on the ropes, 
English Nature could have let the 
voluntary bodies batter away to 
stop the peat mining, as They had 
some chance of doing. What it 
has done 1$ to rescue the 
developers; 1 " n 
In 1995 English Nature 
recommended parts of Thorne 
Moors for proposed Special 
Area of Conservation (p$AC| 
status which would grant the 
council the power to override 
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oJtf planning permissions.* 2 The Jesse r Specialty 
Protected Area status was also recommended at 
this lime and granted in 2000 . 13 

In May 1997 all hell broke loose when English 
Nature published e proposal to denotlfy 5%= of 
Thome and 35% of Hatfield, Le, to rescind its 
Special She of SctfflltJflc Inteiest (SSSI) status. 14 
Using reports funded by Scotts* 15 which showed 
that the hydrology of the site was so badly 
damaged by the peat wooing that It could no 
longer be restored, English Nature proposed that 
SSSI status was no longer warranted™ In October 3 
public meeting In Thorne i organised by Thorne and 
MalfieEd Moors Conservation Forum and Friends of 
the Earth) attracted over 400 people objecting to 
the denotpficalion. Local conservationists were told 
(off the record! by English Nature staff (hat Hatfield 
Moor might need to be sacrificed to save the more 



"Sooner or Later We All Have to go 
to the Bog” 

The lowly bog could be the (rue ‘climax' plant 
community into which all ecosystems will 
evolve. Portlands cover over four million square 
kilometres of the Earth’ surface, ranging from 
frozen tundra to tropical bogs. Conventional 
'succession iheofy’ holds that psanl 
communities naturally and predictably evolve to 
a stable ‘climax' vegetation, which Is usually 
forest. According to the textbooks , peallands 
are merely an occasional stepping stone Oh the 
way. Some scientists, however, disagree, saying 
they have found widespread evidence that the 
true point of most succession is the peat bog. 
One American proponent, Lee Klinger, says: 

# My studies... show a well documented 
progression from herbaceous communities 10 
forests, which gradually become stunted pod 
slow-growing until finally there is Sphagnum 
bog." 

Once established bog communities ore 
extremely stable. end only disappear because 
ol OJdernal disturbances, such as human 
exploitation h changing climate „ permanent 
flooding or lire. This new succession theory 
leads, bizarrely, to the conclusion that the most 
highly evolved communities contain the most 
primitive species, As Klmger says; ‘We go back 
from tinghosperms to bryophyles in bogs, in the 
Jong term, perhaps algae will take over from 
bryophytes." Britain's leading bog Specialist 
comments: H lf you look In She bottom of the 
peat bogs on the Fenniries you find ihe remains 
of birch woods that were them 5.000 years ago 
until they were overwhelmed by peat. " 

| Source; 'Forests Destined Id End In Ihe 
Mire'., Fred Pearce, Mew Scientist, 07/05/94) 



precrous Thorno Moor. 10 The Thome and HaEfieru 



Moors Conservation Forum raised over £5,000 Tor 
: palacoenvlfonnenlal, ecofQgy and Hydrology 
I reports, countering the Scotts funded research and 
proving thet the moors were still quality habitat. 17 
I in December 1997 the Council of English Nature 
\ announced It would not be amending the SSSI 
l boundaries ol Thorne and Hatfield Moors. 







in 1999. having been made a pSAC In 1995. 
i pans of Thorne finally achieved cSAC (the step 
before complete Special Area of Censer vaE ion 
status is awarded but for all intents and purposes 
[ a SAC) and soon after the rest of Thorne and all of 
! Hatfield was proposed for submission. Giving the 
I whole moors SAC status could eventually require a 
mineral planning review io identify and assess 
permissions impacting upon mo site (and copious 
procraselnaiory consultations with regard to 
resol ution/ailarflatives/buy out). The government 
and the Stotts Company endlessly untied the 
decision back and for Eh between them, via English 
Mature. Every other month English Nature reported 
'expecting (he proposals to have bean submitted Eo 
Brussels by now, but following objections from the 
Peat Producers Aseoeiaiion* the Scotts Company 
and William Sinclair Ltd., the Department of tho 
Environment- Fisheries and Rural Affairs (DEPRA} 
j continually delayed., 

j On February 18th 2002. Peat Alert! called a 
j national day of action,, hitting 8 Scotts sites at 
i once (see Action section). On 27 Ih February, 

: Scotts surprised the rest of Ehe peat industry by 
announcing a deal with DEFRA and English Nature. 

■ in essence, DEFRA finally stepped in to All the 

[ financial gap the local councils, could never hope to 
; bridge, paying Scotts £20-3 million for tne minerals 
[ exiraction rights on all their pSACs. Scotts slopped 
[ cutting that day on Thorne Moors. Wedholme Row 
and half of Hathoid Moor, The same day, the Peal 
I Producers Association (PFA) changed Its name to 
the 'Growing Madia Association 9 . 

The new agreement Is over 300 pages long, and 
disappointing os for campaigners and activists are 
concerned: Scotts still have until September 2004 
\ (three cutting seasons) to extract neatly a million 
= cubic metres of peat from three or four fields on 
l the southern and eastern sides of Hatfield- There 
| wdll be independent monitoring of the amount 
j taken. If, for whatever reason. Scotts are forced to 
j stop earlier without having taken l tie if quota, they 
l will be compensated, English Nature will pay Scotts 
for the use of the If equipment and some of their 

■ 

staff for 3-4 years as pari of the restoration 
\ work. 1 ^ English Nature are planning to flood largo 
j areas of ihe site and will therefore need to bring m 
\ another 300-600 cubic metres of peal* 1 [no one 
^ knows where from) to create the 'bunds' (dykes). 
Given the size of its peal operation in comparison 
(0 the rest of its business, 11 becomes less 
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surprising that Scotts fcs hoping that the kudos Is 
worth more than the peal itself — parttcuiariy since 
there i*s so little loft in any case. 

|n the meantime DEFKA is still refusing to 
Submit the sites individually for SAG designation, 
which , If it were granted H could Still take up to 
seven years to implement. 

We really are beyond the eleventh hour — ihe 
experts light over now to restore the moors, while 
companies continue extracting peat from them, 
bringing peatiand habitats ever closer to the brink, 
fsio one knows whether it is even possible for the 
moors to regenerate, Ten years ago, predictions 
were dire, yet experts are still making increasingly 
desperate estimates about regeneration, still trying 
to provide evidence that the moors have enough 
ecological Interest to warrant legal pro! cotton. At 
Thorne and Hatfield ihey have peeved their case, 
hut the peat industry is stdl winning there end on 
other sites. due to a frustrating combination of 
corporate greed and legal bureaucracy, 

Other Peat Begs 

There are ma<ty smaller bogs In the UK. both 
raised mire and blanket bogs, currently being 
mined for horticulture! products, principally in 
Scotland, Cumbna h the Fens and Somerset - 
However, these do not satisfy the British 
gardener's appetite, so Ihe peat Industry also 
imports vast quantities of peat. In volume terms, 
the UK market demand for peat stands at 
approximately 3.4 million m3 of which about 40 % 
is imported, mostly Irom Ireland, 313 Since 199 8 
Scotts have had a deal with Bord m@ Mono, the 
Irish Peat Development Board, to process and 
distnbute Irish peal via the Hatfield peat works, 
Ireland is famous for its peat, Indeed it has vast 




The Flow Country, Northern Scotland— This vast 
expanse of peerf tends te globally important, 



Britain contains one-seventh &f me world's 
blanket peaefartf And most of mis & in it io flow 
Country, Threatened by exploitation, afforestation 
and climate change, this wilderness is In need of 
uncompromising defence! 

reserves. but It also has several peat-fired power 
stations and plans for more, 

\ On the other hand, tha second biggest peat 
producer in the UK, William Sinclair Ltd., imports 
\ much of Us peat from Estonia and Scotts Is 
l planning to Increase Eastern European imports as 
its UK exploitation decreases.. According to Alan 
: Shaw at the Growing Media Association, up to 10 
percent of the UK's peat now comes from the 
Baltics, and the figure is expected to rise, “I think 
\ [imports from Central and Eastern Europe] will 
grow, and I suspect Ihe Baltic countries and Russia 
will become more important, " he says. Around a 
j fifth of Estonia is covered In peat bogs, most of 
: which have inadequate environmental protection, 

■ Over the next few years, pea, t cutting trill be 
exhausted in the low-lying coastal regions, and 
firms arc putting con side Mbit- pressure on Eho 
government to move on to untouched bogland, 

j some ol Europe's last safe havens for wildlife. 

I Peadands in Lithuania, Latvia, Russia. Poland, 

■ Slovakia and Ukraine are also particularly 

\ vulnerable. In addition to the horticulture industry. 

= fuel companies ere also eager to exploit the 
\ resource In Central and Eastern Europe. Peat 
fuelled power stations— an inefficient and polluting 
energy source-might prove tempting to countries 
in the region that are trying to resolve energy 
shortages. ~Peat power companies in Ireland and 
Finland are working very hard to persuade? people 
in Estonia to buy their technology,' warns Richard 
Lindsay, a peatlands expert at the University of 
East London, 3 * 

Chronology of Action 

in April 1992 Earth First] hit the headlines with 
Its first publicised act ol ocotage in the UK: 
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Unknown saboteurs dfsaule -isons 
p*a£ digging machinery 
on Thorne Moor 











£100.000 damage to digging machinery on Thome 
Moors. 

Foil owing that, Aire Valley Farm First! (now 
Leeds EFfJ foiled lo stop work for a day, when they 
couldn't actually find any machinery — ihose were 
the days when you could gel lost on the moors! 

In Recent Years 

Smce 1997 a variety of groups from various 
backgrounds have been focusing on Thorne and 
Hatfield Moors, There have been numerous Leeds 
Fnends Of the Ear Ih (FoE) events m Thorne and on 
Thome Moors, Involving street (heal re and 
petitions. On Good Friday 1993 FoE organised an 




-extraction 
protesters cause 
£100,000 damage 
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action louring garden centres with costumes* j 
banners, placards and leaflets. Leeds FoE have 
held annual garden centre pickets every Easter 
Bank holiday {a weekend when gardeners boy vast 
amounts of peat based products Outing the 
summer of 1999 Ihe Wildlife Trusts Joined FoE In 
holding public meetings lo raise awareness and 
campaign for new wildlife legislation, in 1999 the 
government was persuaded to conduct an inquiry 
into English failure end FoE drew up a tabte of the 
Peat Free status of local authorities. Other groups, 
such as the Thorne and Hatfield Moors 
Conservation Forum, and individuals have 
undertaken ail sorts of campaigning including 
writing articles, sending letters to MPs and to 
Scotts. lobbying, parliament and doing talks at local 
primary schools. 

EFf Off! 

During the summer of 2001 northern EF! groups 
began building up support for the campaign arid 
trying to limit the amount of peat extracted. 

An action was organised every month with three 
in August, They ranged from smalt unannounced 
autonomous actions to big we 1 1- acker Used ones. 
Some were designed to stop work at the factory 
while others were trespasses onto the moor. A 
whole range of different activities occurred from a 
kid's ceilidh, pieying frisbee, shutting down the 

works, stopping cutting, filling in 
drainage ditches, stealing keys from 
machines, damaging the back-up 
generator, shutting down the 
processing computer, sabotaging 

machines, putting sand in the train 
engines, digging up the railway track 
and derailing the trains (you can 
derail ihe trains by chasing them— 
they can t go very fast on Che 
unstable peal and above a certain 
speed they wobble and fall over!!. All 
this occurred without a single arrest, 
although we did have a memorable 
game Of chicken wiilh the police 
helicopter. 

An action was planned to coincide 
with the EF1 Gathering at the start of 
August. A group of about 30 people 
headed off to (he peal works after 
ihe action was announced in the 
morning meeting. When we arrived, 
police (with horses) had occupied 
the works. Speaking lo workers after 
the event we were told that the 
police had claimed that 10O violent 
anarchists had planned to come and 
destroy the works. We were told that 
the pokce shut down the works for 3 
days and left over 200 officers there 
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for the whoi& of that period- this most hove been 
os o result of an advert deliberately posted on the 
gathering blackboard, announcing Shat we would bo 
going hack on the Monday after the gathering* 
despite there being no intention to do this! This 
was probably our most successful action so Fart 

There was also some night time action over the 
Summer including plenty of ditch rilling and re- 
routing pumping equipment onto a track to create a 
mire impassable for their machines. Peat Alertl 
was born in autumn 2001, It was becoming clear 
that saving Thorne and Hatfield, the two largest 
raised mires in the lift, could lead io mere rapid 
destruction for other peat lands* In the UK and 
abroad, so we emended our focus to reflect our 
ultimate aim; a complete end lo peat use. 

February 2002: Seotts Targeted Across 
the Country 

in 2002 we decided to up Ihe ante and our first 
action targeted till the Seotts sites in the country 
in one day on February 18th, 

God aim lug* Surrey — Head Office: Around 20 
people went rnlo the offices lor about an hour and 
a half before police with dogs arrived and people 
left. Most of the office was dosed down and 
the front doois were locked with 0-i«ks, 15 
people were a* rested for burglary and released 
at 3am without charge* since 
dropped* 

Cor wen. ftnrth 
Woles— FBI Home and 
Garden fertiliser and 
pesticides 

manufacturing plant: 13 



activists arrived early in the morning, occupied the 
office and the factory floor and hung a banner 
overlooking the A5, The gales were temporarily 
locked shut. After & couple of hours hanging 
around getting In the way, more police showed up 
and people ! oft, leaving one pretty pissed-off 
manager who claimed to be missing a back-up 
computer disc. 

infold, near Ipswich, Suffolk Seotts 
fertiliser plant: A group of 15 activists arrived at 
Seotts fertiliser plant at 9am „ but security guards 
were Just securing the site after being notified of 
the Cor wen action two minutes before, four people 
got into offices with varying levels of success. 
Outside Ihe entrance gate an activist D locked 
themselves to a lorry as it pulled up* starting a tail 
bOCk r which had up 10 twenty lorries in It with many 
more using turned away. The blockade lasted for 3 
hours before police arrested five people for 
aggravated trespass and obstruction of me 
highway, Arnvmg at the sita just ur ter us was ihe 
director of the International fertiliser division, Eric 

von ftarlhoven. who had 
travelled over from 
Holland for a meeting. 
He was thoroughly 
grilled by campaign 
members. 

Hatfield Moor. South 

Yorkshire — Seotts peat 
extraciion: 15 activists spent 
the day carrying out 

conservation work on the 
moor, Including filling in 
drainage ditches to 
prevent the moors 
drying out, 

There 
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were no police, so they just got an with it and left 
the moor around 5pm, They then went to the front j 
gates end stopped work in the factory for about I 
belt an hour, leaving before the police turned up- 

Wedholme Flow, Cumbria S-coEts peat 
extractions About 10 people spent the day on the j 
bog. budding dams to Interfere with Scotts' 
attempt to drain the land ready for harvesting in. 
the spring, 

Guelu, East Yorkshire Scotts fertiliser end 
pesl icicle manufacturing facility: At around 11.30 ■ 

Two women entered the offices, staying only to 
send a fax to Mick Kirkbride, UK Managing Director 
at the Head Office In Godalmliig,. announcing Ihelr 
presence and opposition lo Scotts involvement in 
pieat extraction, Ai the same time a set of getes i 
were locked shut by other activists, 

Easter Blockade 2002 

the week reading up to Easter usually sees a 
massive amount of lorry movement, as peat is 
distributed from the works in time for the bank 
holiday weekend. An action camp for the 4-day \ 
blockade was planned lor nearby. Before (he site 
was taken, both night time and day time actions on 
Hatfield moo r had been taking piece, filling In 
ditches and blocking pipes to stop the peal drying \ 
out. plus other sabotage actions on the moors anti 
at the works. At a bail hearing during the peal 
blockade, it was made known to the court thal 
bags of peal stored at the Hatfield Moor pealworks j 
had been slashed earlier In March, causing 
damage to stock worth over £30.000 (Scotts 
estimate)^ 

The campsite was a fortress! The site was on 
old RAF base and many things remained from its 
Ministry of E>efence days including barbed wire j 
fences and barricades, but we had our own four j 
flags flying from the old radar tower. Before the 
blockade began,. Scoils rang other campaigners to I 
see if there was anything they could do to forestall 
it. One of the major objectives was to prevent j 

lorries loaded with processed peat from leaving the 
plant. The whole week was heavily policed and j 
both a Seeiion 60 (stop, search, demask i and a 



section 14 (designated protest area only) were in 
place and police also managed to rind ioch<m 1 
equipment and a tripod Hidden in ditches. Despite I 
this, on day one about 100 people managed to 1 
block the access road as planned. Alter Two and a j 
half hours, however. 13 vans of riot cops moved in I 
and arrested everyone who stayed in the road, On I 
day I wo. Friends of the Earth held a demo in front I 
of the works. Despite people being prevented from I 
reaching the works, many Ipmes were prevented ] 
from leaving by the unnerved police! Smaller I 

groups of people were also out on the moors ditch I 
fill log. We tatted down go Thursday; after a 
beautiful few days in the sun end fresh air. The 
week seriously disrupted their operations, 
massively reducing the amount of peat lorries 
leaving, costing the police a lot of money, showing 
new people the moors and achieving high levels of 
local support. 




The 11th M&y trespass was he/p in memory or 
Beany Hothma rr who Jed the Krnder Seoul mass 
tresp&s s of 1932 and then 60 years /ate/ 
spoke at the mass injunction breaking trespass 
at Twyford Down frr 1993 . He dted on January 
23rd 2002 after a lifetime of campaigning fur 
countrywide access, end pensioners and 
worker's rights. Ho was des^noeo as 'a 
political and environmental workaholic , " 
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Later on 1st May one ol the two power lines 
supplying the works wa$ chopped down. An 
anonymous t«p off received by Peal Alert I slated 
that a small group of people visited Hot rue id pool 
works at night. They attempted to bring down the 
two power lines that provide electricity to the 
works. One of the support posts for one of the 
power lines was successfully brought down, but 
unfortunately the other lino proved to bo 
indestruetable. However, with limited power, major 
disruption was caused to their operation. 

On 11th May another trespass was held an She 
moor and then on July IQlh Peal Alert I received 
Information that digging equipment was disabled 
and protective plastic on peat slacks was 
destroyed at Bolton Fell In Cumbria. Notices 
demanding an end to peat extraction were 
prominently displayed. 

Another Week of Act fort fo August 

Diggers, dams Arid damage sums up a 
successful week of action against Peat extraction 
comprising si* days. Ion actions, over £100,000 of 
damage and only 5 arrests to prevent a breach of 
the peace. On Sunday 26th August a mass 
trespass was organised from the Northern Green 
Gathering, thirty people- many of whom had never 
seen Hat held, trespassed on the moor. Work was 
stopped and machines taken off the moor, A tot of 
ditch filling happened, and various sheets used to 
protect the stockpiled peat were cut. 

On the Wednesday a small group of people mei 
up on the way to Leeds, trespassed on the moor 
and did some ditch filling. However the recent ram 
and a lot of previous ditch lining meant a lot of the 
moor was flooded and we had problems findmg 
Hitches to fill! This is a great success as a flooded 
moor prevents both peat decomposition and 
Scott's ability to gel machines on the moor and 
extract me peat, 

| The following day we visited Crowie Moor, on the 
eastern, edge of Thorne Moors just nor Eh of 
Hat he Id. We met up with a local campurgner who 
has been trying to protect Crowie moor from illegal 
peat extraction end flytippiog. Crowte Moor was 
bought from Levinglons in 1992 by English Nature 
to prevent peat extraction, and given to 
Uncoinstiire Wildlife Trust to set up a nature 
reserve. They, however, haven't stopped Illegal 
peat extraction there, and don't seem concerned 

I that a local family, the Crows # have mined rented 
Hand without the mmeraf extraction rights. When we 
encountered ihem extracting peat, we stopped 
i work and climbed on their machinery. A stand-off 

[ ensued until they promised tb take their machines 
eff the land If we left, and as it was gone five we 
did. We also were fortunate enough to visit one of 
the few remaining examples of untouched peat bog 
In this country. 



On Friday we trove lied the distance up to 
Cumbn^ to vi^lt L&F Peat, who mime Solway Moss 
for Hums* compost, used for mushroom growing, 
Solway Moss Is a silo the government wants to 
submit for Special Area of Conservation status to 
Europe, however L&F Peat have threatened to take 
the government to judicial review if they do, 

| preventing any of the peat sites being submitted. 
So we decided; to lot them know of our existence 
and what we thought of this, 
j A group of five people visited their office in 
i Carlisle, to find info and demand they stop mining 
Solway Moss, withdraw their planning application to 
\ expend iheir works at Solway and withdraw their 
throat of judicial review. The police arrived within 
minutes and arresled the iivc to prevent a breach 
of the peace. 

\ A much larger group went to visit Sot way Moss, 
with the intehiion of stopping work We were also 
met wfth the threat o( violence, but managed to 
lock the gates shut and lose the keys. We then 
decided to leave, treating the action as a warning 
shot and first site recce, 

On Saturday 31M August a group went to 
Hathold peat works with the intention of stopping 
work, However, due to the recent rain and bank 
holiday they weren't processing peal and were just 
; repairing machines. A quick run round the site 
\ caused damage to bags of fertiliser supplies, the 
losing oE keys, gluing shut of control panels with 

i 
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HVe fry to bring harmony to pa at 
harvesting. We sod that as 
conservation, not devastation. 

m " 

The people who are 
knowledgeable about if are really 
Impressed about the way p&at Js 
extracted in the UK. " — Charles 
Berger, President of Scoffs, in 
fflr Pear's Sake\ Geographical 
magazine. August 1999. 
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liquid metal, slashing of peat bags, dropping of 
metal Into pHes of peat (which will set off alarms 
es they go into toe process, slopping it until they 
have found tbem all} and the recovery of internal 
Scotts documents. 

Another group went back to Crowle Moo r. 
Slopping off at the Grow family peat works, tyres 
were lei down and valves broken before heading 
off onto the moor. Luft atone with a digger for 
about a m inula before the police followed, 
aluminium dust was poured into Ihe fuel supply, 
which will cause the engine to- seize up nest time it 
is used. Then people played around on the moor 
stopping wort* for the rest of the day and ditch 
filling. 

Post Alert! received an anonymous communique 
mot on Saturday evening a group of people visited 
Hatfield Peal Works and committed over £100.000 
worth of damage Py slashing the bags or Ihe 
stocks of peal, 

Finally on the Sunday we visited Tickhili garden 
centre near Doncaster, which uses peat from 
Hatfield Moor. Every area of the centre was 
stickeredf. flyers were placed on all windscreens In 
me car park and were handed out to customers, 

In all,, the week was considered a massive 
success and gave a big boost to the post 
campaign. 
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More Sabotage 

Peat Alert! received a communique stating that 
in early November a night time visit occurred at 
Solway Moss. En one night all of the peat cutting 
machinery and all ihe vehicles in the works P about 
15 In total, were seriously damaged. LfiP Peat's 



stock of peat was also visited that night 
with about a quarter of their stock 
slashed. fl 

Also on the same night. Bolton Foil, a 
peat bog owned and worked by William 
Sinclair ltd. P was visited and three of their 
peat cutting machines sabotaged. 

Both of these sites are candidate SAC 
sites, but the companies are both 
threatening to take the government to 
judicial review if they are submitted. These 
actions were earned out because of the 
companies 1 refusal to allow SAC status to 
proceed! and because both companies are 
expanding in the peat induslry. 

As part of the need to refocus our actions on 
oiher companies like mess and not just SCOttt, 
Bolton fell pOM stripping site was visited on 
Sunday 14 December 2002, The works was very 
busy but the Helds were wot and empty. Drainpipes 
were bieckcd with bags of peat, a footbridge was 
pushed into a drainage ditch ond a small railway 
bridge was dismantled. 

There will be more actions continuing with, 
another big push over the summer cutting season. 
IF you wish to gel involved with the peat campaign, 
or (or more information on resistance to peal 
extraction, contact: Peat Alert! c/o CRC, 16 
Sholabroke Avenue, Leeds LSG 3HB, Telephone; 
0113 262 9365 Email;; inf o^ne alalert .org.uk 
Web; www.peatalerl.org.uk * 
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Jargon Buster 

&SSI — Site of Special Scientific Interest, UK 
legislation, empowers the wildlife agencies to 
ehsurC the sites are wefhnanaged and 
protected from damaging aCtiwiliE?^ "illthpygh 

this is &omewhai meanlqgiqss os, tt gives no 
power to revoke extant planning permissions. 
Owners must give three months notice of 
* dam aging operations', which English Nature 
can i hen decided to act on— or not. 

spa — S pecial Protection Area, Eli Birds 
Directive J19T9}, and*** 

Sac - Specie! Ar*a of Conner vai ion, EU 
Habrtais. and Species Directive [l 994), Boih 
have the power to override old planning 
permissions, and are ihuroforo somewhat more 
useful. In fact, SAC requires a review of all 
planning permissions which may affect the 
haWtaL 

pSAC— proposed SAC— me point where 
English Mature has proposed It, but the 
government hasn't yet submitted it to Europe. 

cSAG - candidate SAC— the point where the 
government has submitted U, but the European 
Commission hasn't yet awarded the 
designation. However, planning authorities must 
treat cSACs as if they were SACs. 
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The Future for Hatfield Moor and 
Thorne Moors 

In her book, Thorne Moors, written in 1991 B 
before the Agreement and various proieciions 
had been awarded. Catherine Canfield wrote* 

"There are many species that me total 
reserves are too small tq support in viable 
numbers including birds of prey such as me rims 
and hen harrtem, which rely on the moors as a 
winter habitat, and the northern eggar moth, 
which requires a square mete of peal tend to 
forage over. Not are the reserves representative 
of the full range of habitats on Thorne Moors, 
Several of the most Important habitats on the 
moors are unprotected and are scheduled for 
complete diminution within the next five years. 

The raft spider's habile! will disappear from 
the moors within a year, according lo Fl sons' 
cutting plans/ Brim Evershsm (Wildlife 
Tfusts/Cochftir of THMCF) says, in addition, the 
reserves, though they am not being drained 
themselves, are threatened by drainage 
elsewhere. So far, no way has been discovered 
5o maintain the high water tables they need to 
survive while the tend all around them is being 
drained/ 



"No peat bog In Britain has been 
successfully restored and the experience of 
peat-rostoralion projects elsewhere is not 
enoournging. In the early 1980s, after spending 
£33miinon on in attempt to restore five tiny 
parcels of bog. si a cost of £2 minion per 
square metre, Dutch conservationists decided 
that it made more sense eg protect unspoiled 
bogs. Since ell Holland's peat bogs have 
already been destroyed, Dutch conservation 
groups hove bought several of Ireland's most 
severely threatened peat bogs." 

Although some progress has new been made 
in restoration techniques , the future on Hatfield 
Moor must to considered less favourably still. 
Most of Hatfield Es now about 10 square miles 
of bare peat, cut from the living brig surface 
right down to the original ten moss. There are 
some rofugia around the edges of this barren 
area, as well as Lrndhoimo Istend in the middle, 
but massive human Entorv&nticn Is needed to 
translocate appropriate flora and fauna to those 
places where wild nature simply would not 
reach on Us own — of where natural processes 
would noE lend towards bog formatkm. 
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"From a certain point onward , there Is no turning hack . 

That Is the point that must be reached . “"—Ft anz Kafka. 

For us anarchists the questions of how to act and how to organise are intimately 
linked. And it Is these two questions, not the question of the desired form of a 
future society, that provide us with the most useful method for understanding the 
various forms of anarchism that exist. 



Insurrectionary anarchism is one such form, 
although it 4s important to stress that 
insurrections * y anarchists dorfl form one unified 
brock. but are extremely varied in their 
perspectives. Insurrection ary anarchism Is not an 
ideological solution to social problems, nor a 
commodity on the capitalist market of Ideotogtes 
and opinions. Ralhe* it Is an on going practice 
aimed at pulling an and to the domination of the 
state and iho continuance of capitalism. which 
requires analysis and discussion to advance. 
Historically most anarchists, except those who 
believed that society would evolve to the point that 
It would teave the stale behind, have believed that 
some sort of insurrectionary activity would da 
necessary to radical ly transform society Most 
Simply, this means that the state has to be 
knocked out of existence by the exploited and 
excluded,, thus anarchists must attack; waiting for 
the state to disappear is defeat. 

Here we spell out some impUcatlons that we 
and some other insurrectionary anarchists nave 
drawn from this general problem: if the slate will 
not disappear on its own, how then do we end its 
existence? insurrectionary anarchism is primarily a 
practice* and focuses on the organisation of 
attack. Thus, the adjective "insurrectionary 1 does 



nol Indicate a specific model of the future. 

\ Anarchists who believe we must go through an 
insurrectionary period, to rid the world of the 
institutions of domination and exploitation, 
moreover, take a variety of positions on the shape 

■ of a future society— they could be anarchy 
communist, individualist or primltiwst, for example. 

j Many reluse tu of for a specific, singula* model of 
: the future at all. believing that people will choose a 
I variety Of social forms to organise themselves 

■ when given the chance^ They ore critical of groups 
! or tendencies that believe they are “earners or IM» 

; truih“ and try to impose their ideoiogicaE and 

formal solution to the probCem of social 
: organ! saltern. Instead* many Insurrectionary 

\ anarchists believe that It is through self 
j organisation In struggle that people will learn to 
j live without institutions of domination. 

S" 

There is also another, more specific usage Of 
l the term Insurrection" — one that comes from the 
\ distinction Max Stirner. a l 9 lh century German 
\ philosopher and individualist, drew between 
Insurrection and revolution . 1 To Sumer,, revolution 
JmpNed a transition between two systems, whereas 
[ insurrection is an uprising that begins from an 
individual's discontent with their own life and 

k. 

through it the individual does not seek to build a 
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new system but to create Ihe relations they desire. 
Bui i - 1 of those general conceptions ol insurrection 
haw Informed insurrectionary anarchism. 

In This article we will first explore some of the 
general implications of these two conceptions of 
insurreellon, Then, as these Ideas have Jjowh out 
of iha practice of siruggie and* from concrete 
experiences. we will explain ihese ideas further by 
putting thorn within the historical context of their 
development. While insurrectionary anarchists are 
active in many parts of the world- at The moment 
we are parlicularly influenced by the activities and 
writings of those in Italy and Greece, which are 
also the countries whore insurrectionary anarchists 
are the most active. The current extremely varied 
Italian insurrectionary anarchist scene, which 
centres around .'i number of occupied spaces and 
publications, exists as an inform*) network carrying 
on their struggle outside of ail formal 
organise! Ions, This tendency has taken on the 
Insurrectionary anarchist' label to distinguish itself 
from the ihilian Anarchist Federation: a pi esI lor mi si 
organ Isat Ion which officially reject individual aids of 
revolt, favouring only mass action and an 
educaticnaf and evangelistic practice centring 
around propaganda in 'non-revolutionary periods" — 
and from the Kalian libertarian menkclpolists* who 
take a largely reformist approach to “anarchist 1 
activity. 

The state wili not wither away, as it seems many 
anarchisls have come to believe— some are 
entrenched in a position or waning, while others 
even openly condemn the sets of those for whom 
the creation of the new world depends on the 
destruction of the old. Attack is the refusal of 
mediation^ pacification, sacrifice, accommodation 
and compromise in struggle, It is through acting 
and learning to act, not propaganda, that we will 
open iho path to insurrection— although obviously 
analysis and discussion have? a role in clarifying 
how to act- Waiting only loaches waiting: in acting 
one learns to act. Yet n is Important to note that 
the force of an insurrection Is social, not military. 
The measure lor evaluating the importance of a 
generalised revolt Is not the armed clash, but, on 
the contrary, the extent of the paralysis of the 
economy, of normality. If students continue to 
study, worker ond office employees to work, Ihe 
unemployed to solely strive lor employment, then 
no change is possible. We could look to the 
examples of May 1968 in Pahs, Italy in the 1970s, 
or the more recent insurrection in Albania for 
inspiration, s 

Sabotage and Other "Modest Attempts 1 

As anarchists, the revolution is our constant 
point of reference; no matter what we are doing or 
with what problem we are concerned. But the 
revolution is not a myth simply to be used as a 



polos of reference, it should not be though! of as 
inhabiting an abstract future. Precisely because it 
\ Is £ concrete event, it must be built daily through 
j more modest attempts that do not have ail the 
I liberating characteristics of the social revolution In 
\ the I rue sense. These more modest attempts are 
: insurrections, In them the uprising of the most 

■ exploited and excluded of society and the most 
; political ly aware minority open* the way to the 

possible i-nvolvement of Increasingly wider sections 
of the exploited in a flux of rebellion which could 
lead lo revolution. Over l he last year, wo have seen 
! !he beginning of this process at work in Argentina. 

; Yei struggles must be developed both in the 
intermediate and tong term, in other words, it is 
still possible and necessary to mi or vena In 
inter mediate struggles, I hat is, In struggles that 
arc Circumscribed, even locally, with precise 
Objectives that are born from some specific 
problem. This may be direct actions to rests! the 
building of military bases or prisons: fights against 
tho institution of property. Such as Squatting and 
rent strikes: or attacks on particular capitalist 
j projects, much as high-speed railways, genetically 
modified crops or power transmission lines. These 
\ should not be considered to be of secondary 
importance: such kinds of struggles also disturb 
j capitalism's universal project. 

For i he so events to build, they must spread: 

\ Insurrectionary anarchism,, therefore, pFeces 
: particular importance on the circulation and spread 
: of action, not managed revolt, for no army or police 
force is able to control the generalised circulation 
of such autonomous activity. Paying attention lo 
] how struggles have spread has led many 
anarchists to aim their critical focus on the 

■ question of organisation, for whereas centralised 
struggle is controlled and limited (one only needs 
to ihink o( Ihe examples of ihe many revolutionary 
movements In Latin America that unht recently 
were controlled by 'The Parly” to understand this), 

\ autonomous struggle has Ihe capacity to spread 
j capillary sty IO h 

\ Therefore, what the system Is afraid of is not 
: just these acts of sabotage themselves, but also 
them spreading socially, Un contra liability itself is 
= the strength of the insurrection. Every 

proletariamsed individual who disposes of even the 
\ most modest means can draw up his or her 
! objectives, alone or along with others- It is 
materially impossible for the slate and capital to 
; police the whole social terrain. Anyone who really 
wants to contest the network of control can make 
| their own theoretical and practical contribution as 

■ they see fit. There is no need to fit themselves 

■ within the structured roles of formally organised 
revolt (revolt that is circumscribed and controlled 
by an organisation). The appearance of the first 
broken links of social control coincides with the 
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spreading of acts of sabotage. The Einonymous 
prince of social self-liberation could spread to all 
fi old 5 , breaking i Me codes of prevention put into 
place by power. 

In moments when larger scale Insurrections are 
not taking place, small actions— which require 
unsophisticated means that are available lo all and 
thus ore easily reproducible — are by their very 
simplicity and spontaneity uncontrollable. They 
make a mockery of even the most advanced 
technological developments In CGunloNnsurgency- 
Jn the United States, a string of arsons of 
environmentally damaging projects, some claimed 
under the name Earth Liberation Front, have 
spread across the country due largely to the 
simplicity of the technique. In Italy, sabotage of 
high speed railways has spread uncontrollably, 
again because anyone can plan and carry out I he if 
own diction without needmg a large organisation 
with charters and constitutions, complex 
techniques or sophisticated knowledge. 

In addition, contrary to the mathematicians of 
the graod revolutionary parties, it Is never possible 
to see the outcome of a specific struggle In 
advance. Even a limited struggle can have iht 
most unexpected consequences. The passage from 
the various insurrections— 'limited and 
circumscribed — to r evolution eon never be 
guaranteed in advance by any method, nor can one 
know in advance that present actions will not lead 
lo a future insurrectsonar y moment. 

Roots of Insurrectionary Anarchy 

As Insurrectionary anarchism is a developing 
practice — not an ideological model of l he future or 
a determinist history — Insurrectionary anarchists 
do not lake The work of any single revolutionary 
theoretician as their central doctrine: thus 
insurrectionary anarchists are not Qafcunlnl&ta. for 



example, end feet no need to defend ell his 
writings and actions. Yet Bakunin was historically 
important to the development of an anarchism that 
focused its force In insurrection. Unlike Marx, who 
built his support m the First International, mostly 
within the central executive structure, Bakunin 
worked to build support for conord mated action 
\ though autonomous insurrections el the base. 

] especially in Southern Europe, And since Bakunin's 
i time Insurrectionary anarchists have been 
concentrated In Southern Europe. 

\ In the responses to the Paris Commune of ±871 
: and in the conflicts of the First International one 
can see the formation of insurrectionary 

■ anarchism's basic concepts. Whereas Marx 
believed that the new political forms of the 
Commune (forms of democracy and representation! 

i would advance the social revolution, Bakunin 
argued that political and organisational forms had 
hold the social revolution back. Also influential to 
later insurrection aries, Bakunin argued (hat it was 
one's actions that would spread the revolution, not 
\ words. In 1871 Marx and his supporters allied 
I themselves with the followers of Bisnqui — from 
whom the concept of the "dictatorship of the 
\ proletariat" came— to cut Bakunin and his 
l supporters out of a special conference of the 
International held In London. Bakuninisls held their 

k 

own conference in Sonvilier. arguing that 
! hierarchical and political means ctmld never be 
! used to gain social revolutionary ends, as the 
I Sonvilior circular status, it was impossible "for a 
j free and egalitarian society lo come out of an 
l authoritarian organisation. 1 " Marx pejoratively 
termed the Sonvlller conference ‘anarchist,' and 
those in Son vi Her caned the London conference 
"Marxist" to mark its authoritarian attempt to 
control the International. In ±872. Marx succeeded 
[ In expelling Bakunin from the International and 
requiring all member organisations to udvocalc the 
conquest of political power as the necessary 
prerequisite to revolution. 

Social and Individual Struggle 

Another issue that has caused a lot of debate 

i 

within anarchist circres is the supposed- 
I eon (redaction between individual and social 
j struggle: again, this is a question of the 
; organisation of struggle. This is e debate mat has 
j gone on and still goes on within the insurrectionary 
j anarchist circles; Renzo ftavalore stood for 
] individual revolt, Errico Malatesta far social 
j struggle, whilst Luigi Gal lean! believed there was 
no contradiction between the two. 

■ 

Wovatore* an Italian anarchist who died In a 
shoot^ouf with the police in 1922, wrote. "Anarchy 
is not a social form, Out a method of individuation. 

■ 

No society wilt concede to me more than a limited 
Freedom and a well-being that it grants to each of 
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ns immbeni ." 4 Melanesia, also an Italian and an 

active in&urrHclidniiry his whale* life. wai an ! 

anarcho-tomniuni^t far whom andrcNsm was = 

based In the organised attach of collective j 

straggle, especially of the labour movement: yet. = 
he was still very critical of any Form of organisation 
that could become authoritarian, This was the jj 

Oasis of his 1927 disagreement with the Russian : 
Platform Ists — who attempted to create a 
ecntralascd and unitary revolutionary organisation, 

Maratesta critiqued the proposal of the [ 

Platformists— who put forward their program In 
response to the victory or the Bolsheviks in 
Russia — lor attempting to discipline and synthesise 
Struggle within a single organisation. In hts critique 
of the proposal he slated, "in order to achieve 
their ends, anarchist organisations must in their 
constitution and operation, remain in harmony with 
the principles of anarchism; that is ri they must 
know how to blond (ho free action of individuals 
with the necessity and the joy oi cooperation which 
serve to develop the awareness and initiative of 
their members." While many social anarchists of 
today critique Insurrectionary anarchists by 
claiming that they are against organisation as 
such* it is worth noting that most social anarchists \ 
and enarahooornrnurtisUi active in the beginning of r 
the lest century did not view organisation and 
individualism as a contradiction, and that few 
anarchists have ever been against organisation as 
such, Maltese's 1927 statement on the Subject 
hears repeating; H Judging by certain polemics it \ 
would seem that there are anarchists who spurn 
any form of organisation: but in fact the many, too 
many, discussions on this subject, even when 
obscured t>y questions of language or poisoned by 
personal issues,, are concerned with the means 
and not the actual principle of organisation. Thus It 
happens that when those comrades wbo sound the 
most hostile to organisation wont to realty do 
something they organise jest like the rest of us 
and often more effectively. The problem, i repeat, 
is entirely one of means,. 

Qalleani, who emigrated to the United States in 
1901 after facing arrest m Europe edited one of 
the most important US Italian anarchist journal s* 
Cronaca So-yverslva. and was critical of formal 
organisation. In his articles end speeches he 
merged Kropotkin's- idee ol mutual aid with j 

unfettered insurgency, defending communist i 

anarchism against authoritarian socialism and i 

reform! sm„ speaking of the value of spontaneity, 
vahety, autonomy and independence, direct action j 
and self-determination.. Gal lean i and his followers 

■ 

were deeply suspicious of formal organisations, \ 

seeing them as likely to turn into hierarchical, \ 

authoritarian organisations. The critique of formal 
organisation has become a central concern of i 

most Insurrectionary anarchists ever since. 



Galtaant saw no contradiction between individual 
and social struggle, nor did he see a contradiction 
between communism and anarchism. Ho was firmly 
against authoritarian communism, which he saw as 
growing out of collectivist Ideologies- — the idea that 
production and consumption must be organised 
into a collective in which individuals must 
participate. Galleoni Ls one of main influences on 
those who today call themselves insurrectionary 
anarchists. 

The debate about the relation between individual 
and social struggle, between individualism and 
communism, continues today. Some 
Insurrectionary anarchists argue that insurrection 
begins with the desire of individuals to break out of 
constrained and controlled circumstances, the 
desire to re appropriate the capacity Eo create 
one s own life os one sees fit. This requires that 
they overcome the separation between themselves 
and their conditions of existence— food, housing, 
etc. Where the few, the privileged, control the 
conditions of existence, It is not, possible lor most 
individuals to truly determine their existence on 
their own terms, individuality cam only flourish 
whore there is equality of access to the conditions 
of existence. This equality of access Is 
communism: what individuals do with that access 
is up lo them and those around them. There f'ofe B 

Why we are Insurrectionary 

Anarchists,., 

* Because we consider it possible to 
contribute to the development of struggles 
that are appearing spontaneously 
everywhere, turning thorn into mess 
insurrections— that is to say actual 
revolutions. 

* Because we want to destroy the Capitalist 
order of the world which is useful to nobody 
but the managers of class domination, 

* Because we are for the immediate, 
destructive attack against the structures, 
Individuals and organisations of capita I r 
slate and all forms of oppression. 

* Because we construct IvePy criticise all those 
who are in situations of compromise with 
power In their belief that the revolutionary 
struggle is impossible al the present time. 

■ Because rather than we it, we have -dec ided 
to proceed to action, even if the lime Is not 
ripe. 

* Because we warn to put an end to this state 
of affairs right away, rather than wait until 
conditions make Its transform alien possible. 

These are some oi the reasons w% we are 

anarchists,, revolutionaries and insurrectionists. 

Oy Alfredo Bonanno. 
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there Is no equality or identity of indMduBls implied 
m true communism. What forces us Into an Identity 
or an equality of being arc the social roles laid 
upon us by our present system. Thus there is no 
eon tradition hut ween individuality and 
communism* 

The insurrectional anarchist project grows out of 
the individual's desire lo determine how one wilt 
live one's life end with whom one will carry out this 
project of self-determination. But this desire is 
confronted do all sides by the existing social order* 
0 reality in which the conditions or our existence 
and me social relationships through which our lives 
are created have already been determined in the 
interests of a ruling class who benefit from the 
activities that we are compelled 1 to do for our own 
survival. 

Thus the desire for Individual seif-determ in alien 
and seif-realisation leads to the necessity of & 
class analysis and class, struggle. But the old 
workerist conceptions, which perceived the 
industrial working class as the central subject of 
revolution; arc not adequate to this task. What 
defines us as a class is our dispossession, the 
fact that the Current system of social relationships 
sioflis away our capacity to determine the 
conditions of our existence. Class struggle exists 
m all of the individual and collective acts of revolt 
in which small portions of our daily life ere taken 
bock or smell portions of the apparatus of 
domination end exploitation ore obstructed, 
damaged or desl rayed, in a significant sense, there 
are no isolated, individual acts pf revolt. All such 
acts are responses to the social situation P end 
many involve some ievei of complicity, indicating 
some level of collective struggle. Consider, for 
example, me spontaneous, mostly unspoken 
organisation of me theft of goods and the 
sabotage of the work process that goes on at most 
workplaces; this informal co ordination of 
Subversive activity earned out an the interest pf 



each individual Involved is a central principle of 
collective activity for insurrectionary nnerchliti, 
because the collectivity exists to serve the 
ml or csts and desires of each of the individuals in 
re- appropriating the if (eves and often carries within 
[ it a conception of ways of relating free of 
I exploitation and domination, 

8ul even lone acts of revolt have their social 

■ 

aspects and are part of the general struggle of the 
dispossessed. Through a critical amende towards 
the struggles of the past, the changes in the 
forces of domination and their variation between 
different places, and the development of present 
struggles, we can make our attack more strategic 
and targeted. Such a critical attitude Is what allows 
j struggles |o circulate. Being strategic, however, 
j does not mean there is only one way to struggle; 
clear strategies are necessary to allow different 
methods to he used In a coordinated and fruitful 
J way. Individual and social struggle ate neither 
contradictory; nor idenllcoE. 

■ 

: Critique of Organisation 

In Italy, the failure of the social movements of 
: the 1960s and 1970s led some lo reassess the 
revolutionary movement and others to abandon it 
' ail together. During the '70s. many Leninist groups 
concluded that capitalism was in the throes of its 
final crisis, and they moved to armed struggle. 
These groups acted as professional 
: revolutionaries* reducing their lives to a singular 
social rofe. But by the 1980s they came to believe 
! that the lime for revolutionary social struggle had 
ended, and they thus called for an amnesty for 
movement prisoners from the 70s. some even 
going as far as to disassociate themselves from 
the struggle. This separated them from 
insurrectionary anarchists who believed that a 
ravolunonEiry struggle to over! brow capitalism and 
■ the state sun continued, for no eteiermlnisi history 
l could name th<? correct mom#m to rebel; In fact, 
determ Ini sf history often becomes an exouse for 
l not acting on d only pushes o possible rupture with 
: the present further Into the impossible. 

Much of the Italian insurrectionary anarchist 
I critique of the movements of the *7Gs focused on 
the forms of organisation that shaped the forces of 
j struggle and out of this a more developed idea pf 
| informal organisation grew. A critique of the 
authoritarian organisations of the "70s, whose 
members often believed they were in a privileged 
position to struggle as compared lo the proletariat 
j as a whole 1 , was further refined In the struggles of 
i the 80s. such as the early iQBQs struggle against 
a military base that, was co house nuclear weapons 
in Com iso, Sicily. Anarchists were very active in 
j that struggle, which was organised into seif- 
= managed leagues. These ad hoc, autonomous 
leagues look three general principles to guide the 
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organisation of struggle: permanent condhrt, Self- 
management ansi attack, Permanent conflict meant 
Nun the struggle would remain In conflict with the 
const ruction of the base until fl was defeated 
without mediating or negotiating. The leagues were 
self-generated and self-managed; they refused 
permanent delegation of representatives and the 
professional! satfon of struggle- The leagues were 
organisations of attack on the const ruction of me 
base, not the defence of the Interests of this or 
that group. This style of organisation allowed 
groups to take the actions they saw as most 
effective while still being able to co-ordinate attack 
when useful, thus keeping open the potential of 
struggle to spread, it also kept the focus of 
organisation on the goal of ending ihe construction 
of the base instead of the building of permanent 
organisations, for which mediating with state 
institutions for a share of power usually becomes 
the focus and! Uimiting the autonomy of struggle the 
means. 

As the anarchists involved in the Comi&o 
struggle understood, one of the central reasons 
that social struggles are kept from developing in a 
positive direction is the prevalence of forms of 
organisation that cut us off from our own power to 
act and close off the potential of insurrection. 
These are permanent organisations, those that 
synthesise all struggle within a single organisation, 
and organisations that mediate struggles with the 
institutions of domination. Permanent 
organisations tend to develop into institutions that 
stand above the struggling multitude. They tend to 
develop a formal or informal hierarchy and to 
disempower the multitude: power is alienated from 
its active form within the multitude and instituted 
within the organisation. This transforms the active 
multitude into a passive mass. The hierarchical 
constitution of power relations removes decision 
from the lime such a decision is necessary end 
places it within me or gam sal ion. The practical 
consequence of such an organisation is that tho 
active powers of those involved in the struggle arc 
stilled by the organisation. Decisions thai should 
be made by those involved in an action are 
deferred to the organisation; moreover, permanent 
organisations tend to make decisions based not on 
Ihe necessity of a specific goal Of action, but on 
the needs of that organisation, especially its 
preservation. The organisation becomes an end in 
used. One needs only to look at the operations of 
the many socialist parties to see this in its moss 
blatant form. 

As an organisation moves towards permanence 
and comes to stand above the multitude , the 
organs r appears — often claiming to have created 
the struggle— and begins to speak for the mass. It 
is the job of the organiser to transform the 
multitude into a coni Tollable mass and to represent 



that mess to the media or state institutions. 
Organisers rarely view themselves os port of the 
multitude, thus they don't see it as their task to 
act, but to propagandise and organise, for si is the 
masses that act. 

The Opinion Factory 

For the organiser, who takes as their motto p only 
that which appears in the media exists', real action 
always takes a back seal to the maintenance of 
l the media image. The goal of such image 
maintenance is never to attack a specific 
institution of domination, but to affect public 
opinion „ to forever build the movement or H even 
worse, the organisation. The organiser must always 
worry about how the actions of others will reflect 
on tho movement they must, therefore, both 
a! tempi, to discipline the struggling multitude and 
try ip control how the movement Is ropresentedi in 
the media, image usually replaces action lor the 
permanent organisation and ihe organiser. 

The attempt to control the vast image and 
opinion making factories of our society is a losing 
battle, as if we could ever try to match the quantity 
j of images put forward by the media or gel them to 
Ten ihe truin'. Thus, many insurrectionary 
anorcblsls have been very critical of carrying on 
the struggle within the capitalist mass media. In 
Italy, this has put them at odds with organisations 
| such as Y& Ba&tal who see the media as a key 
: vehicle for their movement? in other parts of the 
world, tho question of how anarchists should relate 
to the media has been a focus of debate in recent 
years— specially since 1999 in Seattle -and it is 
therefore important for us to spell out the critical 
| position of some insurrectionary anarchists. 

On a basic level, we need to ask, what Is 
: opinion? An opinion is not something first found 
among the public in general and than, afterwards, 
replayed through tho media, ns a simple reporting 
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of the public opinion. An opinion exists In the 
media firsh Secondly, the medio then reproduces 
the opinion e million times over, linking the opinion 
to e certain type of person (conservatives think x, 
liberals think V). Thirdly, as Alfredo Bon anno points 
out. “[An opinion) is a Not toned idea, an idea that 
has been uniformed in order to make it acceptable 
to the largest number of people. Opinions are 
massitied ideas,' 6 Public opinion is produced as a 
series of simple choices or solutions (Tm for 
globalisation and free trade" 1 or Tm for more 
national control and protectionism'), We are alt 
supposed to choose- — as we choose our leaders or 
our burgers — instead of thinking for ourselves. H is 
obvious, therefore, that anarchists cannot use the 
opinion-making faoiory to aeate co-unte opinions, 
and hopefully anarchists would never went to 
operate on the level of opinion even if wo could 
somehow exert control over the content spewed 
out of the factory gates. Anyhow, the ethic of 
anarchism could neuer be communicated In the 
form of opinion: it would die once moaslficd. Yet, it 
is exaciiy on the level of opinion that the organiser 
works, lor opinion and imago-maintenance are the 
very tools of power, tools used to shape and 
discipline a multitude into a controllable mass, 

Instead of moving power and decision making 
into an organisation, most Insurrectionary 
anarchists recognise the need to organise in a 
fashion that lacks the formality end authority which 
separate organisers and organised: this is called 
informal organisation, Because the organiser's 
nature is to plan and control, they often privilege 
the perpetuation of the organisation over other 
goals. Informal organisations, on the other hand, 
dissolve whan their goat is achieved or abandoned; 
they do not perpetuate themselves merely lot the 
sake of the organisation if the goals that cau&ed 
people to organise have ceased to exist. 

As In the case of the Comiso leagues, informal 
organisation is a means lor affinity groups to ct> 
ordinate efforts when necessary. We must always 
remember that many things can be done more 
easily by an affinity group or individual. and, in 
those cases „ higher levels of organisation Just 
make the decision making process cumbersome — 
it stifles us. The smef/esf amount of organisation 
necessary to achieve one's aims is always the 
best to maximise our efforts. 

Informal organisation must be based on an 
ethic of autonomous action: autonomy i$ 
necessary to prevent our active powers from 
becoming alienated, to prevent the formation of 
relations of authority. Autonomy is refusing to obey 
or give orders, which are always shouted from 
above or beyond the situation. Autonomy allows 
decisions to be made when they are necessary, 
instead of being pie determined or delayed by the 
decision of a committee or meeting. This does not 



moan to say however that wo shouldn't think 
\ strategically about the future fiod make 
j agreements or plans. On the contrary, plans and 
\ agreements are useful and important. Whet is 
\ emphasised is a flexibility that allows people to 
I discard plans when they become useless. Plans 
l should be adaptable to events as they unfold. i 
I Just as an informal organisation must have an 
\ ethic of autonomy or it will be transformed into an 
\ authoritarian organisation, in order to avoid ihe 

■ alienation of our active powers. It must also have 
an ethic of no compromise with respect to the 
organisation^ agreed goal. The organisation's goal 
should be either moved towards or abandoned. 

■ 

E Com promising with those who we oppose (e,g. the 
state or a corporation} defeats all true opposition, 
hi replaces our power to act with thai of our 
enemies. 

The scraps handed down to appease and divert 
us by those wo oppose musi be refund. 
Compromise with any institution of domination [the 
State, the police, WTO, IMF, r Thc Party', etc.) is 
always the alienation Of our power to the very 
\ institution^ we supposedly wl&h to destroy: this 
j sort or compromise resuhs in the forfeiture of our 
: power to act decisively, to make decisions and 
actions when we choose. As such, compromise 
\ only makes the slate and capital stronger. For 
j those who wish to open the possibility of 
j insurrection, for those who donT wish to wail for 
= the supposedly appropriate material conditions for 
\ revolution, for those who don't want a revolution 
\ which Is merely the creation of a now power 
: structure but want the destruction of all structures 
which alienate our power from us. such 
compromise is contrary lo their aims, To 
\ continually refuse to compromise is to be in 
[ perpetual conflict weh the established order and its 
structures of domination and deprivation* 
Permanent conflict is uncontrollable autonomous 
action Ehat does not compromise with power. 

Revolutionary Solidarity 

^evolutionary solidarity, another control practice 
j of insurrection-ary anarchism, allows us to move lar 
beyond the 'send a cheque' style of solidarity that 
\ so pervades the Left, as well as solidarity lhat 
relies on petitioning the state for relief or mercy, 
j One example of revolutionary solidarity was Nikes 
\ Mazotis' action against TVx Gold in December 
I 1997 T Many people In the villages around 
; Strymomkos in Northern Greece were struggling 
against the installation of a gold metallurgy plant in 
their area. In solidarity with the villagers, Nikos 
placed a bomb in the Ministry of Industry and 
j Development that was intended to explode when 
: no one was in the buildings unfortunately. If never 
went off ai alt. hlikos was sentenced to fifteen 
years in prison, but is now free. TVX Gold is a 
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mullmfltioinial company whose headquarters is in 
Canada, mere ere thus many points al which 
revolution ary solidarity with the villagers of 

Stfynunikos could have boon enacted. Fundraising 
on behalf of one's comrades is necessary and 
surely appreciated, but this can be combined with 
more active forma of solidarity with those who 
struggle against our common anomies 
Revolutionary solidarity communicates the link 
between the exploitation and repression of others 
and our own fate, and it shows people the points 
at which capitalism or the stale operate in similar 
ways in very differed! places. By creating links 
between struggles against the state and capital, 
revolutionary solidarity has the potential 1 to take 
pur local struggles to a global level. 

Moreover* revolt*! lonary solidarity fs always an 
active attack; It always involves the recovery Of our 
own actEve powers tha! multiply in combi nation — in j 

soJIdartty—wIth the active powers of others. Many 
insurrectionary anarchists have been involved in 
me resistance against me EiES prison regime 
tfkfwos tic Infernos tie Especial SegutmftnW— 
inmate Files for Special Monitoring* in Spain. This 
is a revolutionary struggle because it is not only j 
aimed at a mere reform, but ultimately its goal is j 
the disappearance Of prisons, which involves 0 
radical social change, it Is a seif-o/ganised 
struggle, In which there are not any leaders or j 

representatives, neither inside the prisons nor 
outside, but only solidarity that grows between 
exploited people both from inside and outside the 
walls. 

One of the primary strengths of informal 
organisation Is that it allows anarchists to 
intervene In intermediate or specific struggles 
without compromising principles or demanding 
uniformity of action and politics. Informally 
organised struggles may be composed of affinity 
groups with quite different political perspectives 
from each other, Some people may wish to open 
the possibility for insurrection, while others ere 
only concerned with . m immediate goal, There Is no 
reason why those who share an Immediate 
practical aim but diverge in their long-term goats 
might not come together. For example, an anti- 
genetic engineering (GE} group could form and 
decide to co-ordinate the tearing up lest crops and 
to circulate antFGE feaifets. in this case those who 
want an ensurrechonary rupture with this social 
order and those who merely hate genetic 
engineering could easily work together towards this 
Immediate goal. Groups that take a more 
insurrectionary approach to action, however, often 
end up in conflict with other groups working around 
similar issues. The Earth Liberation Front, an 
informally organised set of groups which nave 
taken a position of atlack on those they see as 
destroying the earth* have been vilified by the 



mainstream environmental movement. At the same 
time, they would probably be critiqued by many 
insurrectionary anarchists for focusing defensively 
on the protection of the eafth and ignoring the 
social aspect of revolution. What is important lo 
allow different groups to work Together is co- 
ordination with autonomy, 

For those who wish to open me possibility of 
insurrection, such corporation will not dose the 
door on their dreams. Informal organisation, with 
its ethics of autonomy and no compromise, does 
not control struggle, and uncontrollability opens Ehe 
possibility for an Insurrectionary rupture with the 
present social order * 

Notes 
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Further Reading 

it's worth looking at these two English 
language ins urrec tionary Anarchist journals; 

HUilug Mine AbmetiA, PO Box 993, Santo Crux. 
CA 95061, USA. 

Emntu hH Mt&f USifyll/ia&SBin 
WotK www.geoetttQS.CQm/kk t rhacus 

Wilful Disobedience, PO B0x 31Q9B, La s 
Angelas, CA 90001, USA, 

Email; acreticua &retioo , com 

Web; 

wtmttfaoeUim. $om/M atn nnia/vtuttmri f K.htmI 
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iH^iny Insurrectionary anarchist writings can be 
obtained from Elephant Editions publications* 
These, mainly pamphlets, can be ordered from 
them at: Bmphmat Editions, BM Elephant, 
London WC1N 3MX W England. Many of them 
can also be found on the web at: 

■ 

www.gmcitin.com/hk abmcue/loMB/ioma.himl 
For insurrectionary anarchist texts In Spanish 
chuck ouf the Pnlabrns de Guerra website ait 
ttm:// flag. blackened, oet/pdgj 
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I have a theory. My theory is that every time the government or seme corporation 
commits an act of destruction to the wild or humanity; if every time a corporation's 
oil tanker pollutes a coastline, or they mangle- plunder and destroy a wild place; (f 
every time they do this, t take my anger and 1 place It In a certain compartment 
Inside my brain, when it comes time for the insurrection i will be able to access 
those pieces of anger that 1 stored. 



So I spend my days patiently continuing^ 
attempting to slop the madness which drives the 
govern menls and corporations, and each day I 
hear of new atrocities. I go on another A to B 
demonstration, shou( some slogans, and then at 
the end of day I again open up this special 
compartment and put [he anger of some new 
.atrocity In it, all in anticipation of the day when I 
shall need this ang or to bring the Empire down. 

But n new lea r has overcome my, I perceive 
my anger calling me from inside this 
compartment, l hear the door unlatching from 
in&idM. end iNs new terrible question approaches 
me: 

How shall I know when if& time for 
insurrection? 

Will it be when the next river or lake Is 
destroyed after being needle ssly polluted? When 
rpggtng companies have destroyed another eco- 
system and driven the native peoples from the 
land? 

Is then the time for insurrection? 

Or i.5 it when a government or NATO or the UN 
bombs a country and murders thousands of 
people? When another multinational is compllcit 



with the murder of indigenous tribes so another 
of the earth’s natural areas can he plundered? 
is then the time for insurrection? 

When your Locsi factory exports another 
shipment of arms designed and destined to kill 
people like you and me? If corporations continue 
to wreak havoc upon the ozone layer, if ecology Is 
cast blindly aside in favour of prolrt? If certain 
parlies proceed in n manner which Is clearly 
imperilling the Jives of a multitude of glorious and 
beautiful onknali and plants on our planet? 
is men the time for insurrection? 

Or do we carry on simply demon abating, 
handing in petitions, hoping the system wilt 
realise its faults and change, or hope for a future 
revolution when we p ve got the masses on our 
side and we will them be able to put everything 
right? Do we hope (or this whilst the system 
carries on destroying us and the planet to such 
an extent that the world: may not be worlh living 
in when we finally get round to doing anything 
about it? 

Do we carry on waiting and waiting until things 
get critical? Is ti then the time for insurrection? 

Dr will it he too late,,.?* 
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A Sense of Place 




Of all the hills In Shropshire's Welsh Marches, the Stiperstones Is surely the most 
enigmatic* This long windswept ridge, topped with strange shattered quartzite rock 
and craggy tors has an awesome wildness, Through centuries of myth and legend It 
has held a unique grip on local consciousness. Inspiring both love and fear* 



And at Its heart stands the dark outcrop colled 
i he Dtivir* Choir, "a mass of quen*ite> blackened 
and hardened by uncountable ages." wrote Mory 
Webb m her 1920s novel The Gotti&n Arrow^ ’The 
scattered rocks, (he ragged holly-brakes on the j 
tower slopes were like small carved lions beside 
the black marble steps of a stupendous throne. j 
Moihmg ever altered its look. Dawn quickened over j 
it In -pearl and emerald: summer ££nt the armies of j 
heather to its very foot; snow rested there as j 

doves nest in clifts. It remained inviolable, taciturn, j 
evil. It glowered darkly on the dawn: it came j 

through the snow like jagged bones through flesh; j 
before its hardness even the venturesome 

■i 

cranberries were discouraged. For miles around, in 
the plains* the valleys, (he mountain dwellings it 
was feared, it drew the thunder, people said, j 

Storms broke round it suddenly out of a clear sky; 
it seeETWd almost as If it created storm. No one I 
cared to cross the range near it after dark," 



The rocks of the Stiperstones wore- laid down 
during the Ordovician period, some A&Q million 
years ago. The special quartzite which forms the 
ridge was subject to severe frost shattering during 
the last ice age, which resulted in the boulder- 
strewn landscape, sorted into circles of stones on 
the flatter areas and stripes down the steep sides. 
The strangeness of these formations fuelled 
furlhcr myths trial they were caused by demonic 
wickedness. More durable rock remained as a 
dozen jagged Tor formations, of which the Devil's 
Chair is but one r 

Apart from this dramatic scenery* interwoven ss 
it Is with folklore, literary connections and 
centuries of human intervention through mining 
and farming, (he Stiperstones also holds a unique 
combination of geological* geomorpftoiogicai and 
biological: interest. It is a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest tffrd a National Nature Reserve, as well as 
being a candidate Special Area of Conservation 



or 









(SAC) under the European Habitats Directive. Out 
for all its claim as a sanctuary for wild nature, (In* 
ridge is also an industrial sue, riddled with old 
mines, spoil heaps and derelict fruit-dings. Small- 
scale lead mining Mas been practised here since 
Roman times and lead stamps ol Ihe Emperor 
Hadrian have been found. Because of the mines 
and ghost ly spoil heaps of white quartzite one 
Superstores- area was known as the Land of 
Dereliction, However; even this was H not SO much 
an unsightly blot on nature, ss subservient to her 
mood: here, accentuating the desolate beauty of 
the same", observed I9lh century historian 
Magdalene Weaie. Life for the people who eked a 
Lining hare was harsh and the mood can certainly 
be desolate, but its strange beauty is a result of 
centuries of the relationship between the labours 
of people and the wild spirit of the hill- It is this 
relationship which created the heath land. 

Much of the Super scones. Is dominated by 
heather with the distribution of other heathland 
species dependent upon altitude and aspect. The 



western valleys* arc oomparalMtiy 
dry and sunny, south-facing 
slopes support bell heather and 
western gprse, North-facing 
slopes are dominated by ling 
heather and whfcnberry (called 
bilberry in other parts of the 
country}, On higher ground, 
heather grows with cowberry and 
crowberry — its only sue In Ihe 
county. In welter places, cross- 
leaved heath, bog mosses, cotton 
grass, bog asphodel and marsh 
violet grow. Pasture, which was 
origina&ly carved out Of the 
heather, supports heath 
speedwell and fredstruw and 
mountain pansy, There are nay 
meadows with yellow rattle and 
common spotted orchid, oak 
eopp4ces P fragments of upland 
woods of birch and rowan and 
remnants of ancient holty groves. 
Perhaps of prime imparlance, and 
the reason why the Stifrersfones 
is a candidate SAC. is the fact 
that tt is a rare form of dry heath, 
one of only nine to be designated 
In the country. It supports red 
grouse, stonecnal and nesting 
curlew and is visited by buzzards 
and ravens. Insects such as the 
emperor moth, green-hair sire ah 
butte my and upland wood ant are 
species of national conservation 
significance hero. 

Although the Devil's Chair still 
remains inviolable, the 'armies of heather' and the 
'venturesome cranberries" neve not fared so wen 
since Mary Webb wrote about them 80 years ago. 
Although the upper part of the Superstores cenlrul 
ridge remains pretty much as It has for centuries , 
in the last fifty years much of the heather and 
whinberry has boon 10*1. Forestry plantations. 
■Improved’’ pasture and ploughing have bitten off 
large chunks or ancient heath end grassland. Few 
remain of what Charles Sinker, one of Shropshire's 
most renowned botanists, called 'field after field 
washed pale with mountain pansies". 



Conserving Heathland 

A couple of years ego, on Ihe western flank 
below the Devil’s Chair and behind a new sign 
proclaiming the Heritage Lottery Fund, lay a 
battlefield— hectares of tree stumps, burnt 
branches and bare ground. Was this the devil's 
worfo? If it was, it was not a scene of wanton 
destruction but Ihe result of removing a 
commercial conifer plantation to reinstate the 
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StipoFsEoncfs heath land. Scattered in me 
plantation's debris were t»in.y specks of purple 
flower on regenerating sprigs of heather, These 
struggling seedlings were the advance guard for 
She Shropshire WUdlif-e Trust's Bach to Purple 
project. Purple is the colour of the Pell heather and 
l mg which flower here in summer. H is also the 
colour of the juice of wfiinbemes* which people 
have picked for pies and preserves for centuries. 

In on attempt to reverse the tide Of lifty years of 
attrition, the Trust* English Nature and Forest 
Enterprise aim to restore heathland in a broad and 
continuous run 10 kilometres along and 
surrounding l he ridge of the St iper stones., 

Although the conifer stumps were cut Tow and 
the brash burnt, the mulch oi remaining pine 
needles was so thick that natural heather 
regeneration was going to be very diffrculL Horse- 
drawn harrows were used to break the mulch down 
nut these got snagged on the stumps, so a 
hawthorn tree was cut and dragged -behind the 
horses. This worked so well that a mechanical 
version of a hawthorn branch was devised to do- 
the job. But for soma (obs, like removing seedling 
trees from around the rocks, neither horses nor 
machinery are any use. This sort of work needs to 
be done manually, with dozens of forays by Wildlife 
Trust volunteers onto the Sliperstones to cut scrub 
and beet stumps. Local children have also been 
helping to pull seedling rowan, birch and pine, and 
taking them back to their tree nursery for planting 
out in school grounds. 

Embarking on a high-profile campaign raises 
people's expectations and so leaving Ehe process 
of natural ^generation to run its course is not 
enough. To speed up the heathland regeneration, 
and involve the local community, 10,000 heather 
cuttings have boon taken from the hill and grown 
on in nurseries for later planting. These cuttings 
and heather seeds will cover ihe 100 hectares of 
cleared plantation, but it's really only just the 
beginning of the Back to Purple project, in the 
second phase of the five year restoration plan, ihe 
Wildlife Trust hopes to buy up and menage 
extensive parcels of land and restore them to 
heathland. 



we may be more used to thinking about 
= heathland os a lowland habitat, tike the fictitious 
\ Egdon Heath of Thomas Hardy novels in Dorset, 

■ and those in Hampshire. Surrey. Devon* Suffolk 
and Norfolk. However, daft as it may seem — - 
especially when you J re struggling through a blizzard 

■ on the top of this hill — the Stiperstones has been 

\ recognised as the same sort of heathland found in 
j lowland England, and not one of the deep peal 
\ moorland habitats usually associated with the 
j uplands r Being classified as lowland heath has 
i political clout which makes it nationally and 
[ internationally significant for conservation, 
i Heathland is a rare and declining habitat and a 
fifth of Europe's total remains in the Utt-“but only 
[ just* and* to dur shame* heathland and the 
creatures which depend upon it nave been 

■ decimated. Over 40 percent of British heathland 

l has been lost since 1950* to forestry, agriculture 
\ and building development. The fragments that 
\ remain are threatened by scrub encroachment due 
to Pack of management* as well as by housing, 
mineral extraction, uncontrolled fife- recreational 
pressure, military training and atmospheric 
pollution. Through its Biodiversity Action Plan, the 
UK IS now committed to improving 58,000 
j hectares of its heathland and recreating a further 
j 6.000 hectares. This ambition is being, put into 
j practice through a scheme called 'Tomorrows 
\ Heathland Heritage - , Involving conservation 
I partnerships like Back to Purple. 

\ But there is a problem with adopting such a 
j generic approach to lowland heath restoration, in. 

| that political obligations to bring back certain types 
\ of heather might divert attention away Irom other 
I vulnerable healhland types such as grassland. 

■ There's a danger that importing the targets of the 
Biodiversity Action Plan to heaths like the 

j Sliperstones will have a rounding down effecl on 
Ihe oddity and distinctiveness of the place. One 
question might be: given the variety of Individual 
heathland plant communities, what shade of purple 
should we go back to? Another might bo: what do 
we do about the abandonment of the cultural 
activities which produced the distinctiveness of 
each heathland? A bit of scrub bashing and the 
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occasional burn will not compensate for the 
centiinleB of human interaction which has now been 
lost, All hcalhlands haw evolved from human 
activity and are as much about what people do to 
l he place— like grazing, burning and cutting — as 
the plants which grow there. Perhaps most 
important of all the factors affecting the future of 
these habitats are Pur feelings and attitudes 
towards them , 

Sack Eo Purple is a hold scheme which alms Co 
peel buck the landscape abuses of recent years 
and return the ancient heath land— the purple pelt 
of this most enigmatic of hills. As Bernard Martin, 
e Shropshire Wildlife Trust volunteer says, "it’s e 
legacy for the people to come, As Ive got older ( F ve 
seen places i used to visit as a child disappear 
because of pressures from Increased population 
and farming and I feel I have to do something 
about it. When I'm dead and gone, I want my family 
to remember the Back to Purple project and say, 
*My grandad did that". In 200-300 years t hope 
people will look back on this — like we appreciate.' 
the vision of people in the past who created some 
of these wonderful places — and say, "“they saved it 
just In lime." 



Faking Nature 

Ecological restoration may appear to I 
be an adaplalion of a very old form Of 
technology, like traditional farming 1 

which It parallels In soma ways It 
sterns to be poietic — a poetical truth 
revealed through the relationship with 
place and the living beings of that 
place. But i believe this to be r at 
least in some important respects, I 

false. The technology el the 
heal bland restoration fc removing 

damaging agricultural and silvicultures 
incursions into a valued landscape 
and its wildlife habitats, but d Is also 
preventing the dynamics of natural 
processes of regeneration - - the 
development of healhland into 
woodland — now that the cultural 
activities which formed and 
maintained the heathlond have gone. 
Moreover,, this kind of work tempts an 
uncritical acceptance of the principles 
of restoration, and of the sort of 
"environmenEafc engineering’ which is used as 
mitigation for environmentally damaging schemes. 
New ponds are dug to replace ones destroyed by 
building an airport runway. New trees are planted 
to replace woods destroyed hy a new road. 

Gardens and historic landscapes are restored as a 
way of Increasing property value. 

For Australian environmental philosopher Robert 
Elliot, such projects produce a fake nature: 14 One 
reason the! the faked forest Is not Jusi as good as 
a naturally evolved forest Is mat there is always 
the possibility mat the trained eye will tell the 
difference... The reasons why the 'faked" forest 
counts for loss, more often than not. than the real 
thing are similar to the reasons why faked works of 
art count for less then the real thing. Origin is 
important as an integral part of the evaluation 
process. It is Important because our beliefs about 
it determine the valuation we make. It is also 
important in that the discovery that something has 
an origin quite different Eo the origin we initially 
believe it has, can literally alter the way we 
perceive me thing.,, there Is, a suggest, no 
compelling reasons for accepting the restoration 
thesis.*i 



Given (ho vulnerability of special 
habitats like heathland and the 
expectations of (hose involved in their 
restoration, together with the rise in 1 
importance of quasi-sc iontrlic notions 
of bfodi varsity and sustainability, it 
may soem perverse to want to 1 

scrutmase all this a lol harder than we 
have. I maintain we should. 
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Conservation enterprises tike the Back to Purple 
project cap manipulate our beliefs about what 
nalure is and thus lead to an acceptance of a rake 
or unaulhentJe experience of nature, according to 
the sophistication of the technology employed fry 
the project- This is not to soy that I he heather 
planted on the Sliper&tones is sny less wild or any 
less natural than it would bo If the restoration 
project had not taken place. Out I am saying that 
our attitudes to nature are being shaped fry a 
technology that is producing an inauthentic* 
falsified nature, it might be argued ihnt as such 
conservation is not revealing poetic truth. But an 
examination of the falseness of whet conservation 
produces reveals a truth about our relationship 
with nature. Why do we accept the fake, rather 
than nature as it really is? Is the ke. the fake, the 
false thing made In feci a truth? What 
conservation produces is based on the fears and 
anxieties concealed within technology, and its 
poiesis, its poetic truth, Is a le&r of nature itself — 
ecophobia. 

if confer vat ion is conce rned with bringing about 
a particular kind of heritage which turns out to be 
a fake, the principles and attitudes of ecological 
restoration arc open to the same criticisms that 
can be levelled at modern technology. 

The usual understanding of technology is that it 
has developed because of selenitic advance end 
that it follows. 

and is . * 

subordinate to, 
science. Fluid 
reality becomes 
bound by a 
conceptual 
system In which it 
must be fixed 
before Si can be 
seen at all, and rt 
Is demanded that 
everything be 
seized and 
requisitioned for 
human use. 

Of particular 
Interest here Is 
the essence of 
technology 
revealed through 



■« 



(bo objectification of nolure and the way science 
calculates, catalogues ond disposes of things, a 
process at the heart of modem notions like natural 
capital „ biodiversity and ecological restoration^ 
When we humans claim dominion over everything 
outside ourselves, and take control through 
Objectifying* then things cease even to be regarded 
as objects and are only Important for the uses we 
can put them to r 

Allowing nature io bo freo of any human 
intervention is rarely, if ever, an objective of 
conservation. Natural environments and their living 
beings which nave been protected, enhanced or 
cieated by conservalion are open to management, 
study, examination, recreation and other forms of 
challenging. 

And yof nature continues to challenge us. A year 
after the clearing of stumps and seeding of 
heal her, 1 wcnl back lo the Sllpcrstones to see 
what had happened.. The purple hud returned 
alright but not (he purple that was planned. Having 
lain dormant In the son for a century or more, the 
area where the conifer plantation had been cleared 
was full of the purple flowers of thousands of 
foxgloves- This weis a sign! fleam lesson. It. was a 
woodland that was restoring itself, not the 
heathland that so much effort had gone into. It 
struck me as a cause for celebration. This was 
nature calling the shots, answering our 
Interventions with a powerful and beautiful 
Indifference.* 

Notes 

X) HOtHTl [Illicit. 'Faking NdLiwe , in EmlrtthnierilM EWWS. £dil£d tr r 

Rcbtrt EiUqC fDbcflbni UMwnitsr Prsw. 1905) 
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SAVINA WILDLIFE 

The Hunt Saboteurs Association {HSA) was 
formed in 1963 by members of the League 
Against Cruel Sports who, according to HSA 
founder John Prestige, felt that “the League 
didn't seem to be doing anything," The early 
HSA was supported by the League. The first 
sabotage of a hunt was on Boxing Day 1963 
on the South Devon Foxhounds at Torquay, 
Hunt saboteurs blew horns, blockaded roads, 
sprayed aniseed and tipped meat In front of 
the hounds. 




Toe sabotage was so successful that the hunt 
whs can-coMtd. Within weeks, more groups wore 
founded In iho Southwest and after the first year 
thoio hod been about 120 sabotage actions. Hunt 
sabotage continued to grow until Its beak in she 
1980s where regional- hits could involve hundreds 
of sabs. its political profile changed during this 
development as the radical animal rights 
movement also grew and sabbmg became an 
attractive aelrvpty for up font anarchists. The state 
began a concerted crackdown in the early 1^90$ 
with the Criminal Justice Act which, brought tn the 
Aggravated Trespass faws aimed specifically 
against sabs, ravers and road protestors. 

Hundreds of arrests were made and over-lhe-lop 
policing became a regular feature of sabbmg. 

The tactics of a sab group nowadays ban been 
developed to provide the most effective forms of 
intervention io disrupt the activity of the hum and 
to give a fox a chance to escape. While hounds are 
searching for a scent, horn and voice calls arc 
used to draw them away from the huntsman. When 
a fo* breaks from cover, sabs will interpose 
ourselves between the fox and the hounds after 
the fox has passed. We attempt to prevent ihe 
hounds following the fox by covering its trail with 
scenlrnosklng sprays made from ciironolfa essence 
end by crocking home-made whips „ a signal for the 
hounds to stop and Turn. Often the mere presence 
of a sab group at a regularly sobbed hunt is 
enough to prevent them from hunting, as they 
spend the whole day riding around trying to avoid 
sabs, Sobbing is a highly skilled activity learnt over 
many years but everyone has something to 
contribute and anyone can be in the right place at 
the right time to make a crucial intervention. 

The aim of sabotaging a hunt is primarily to 
save the fives Of individual animals. Where many 
direct actions and political campaigns are based 



around abstmehons or 




part of «in intractably 



large whore, direct action in animal rights, and 
particularly hunt sabotage, focuses on the life and 
experience of the individual sentient being as the 
unit of value. This can make e refreshing change 
from some campaigns which may seem like a drop 
in the ocean. it is an exhilarating experience to see 
a beautiful wild animal escape Ms persecutors ns a 
result of our Intervention. There are few things 
more satisfying than 3 successful set-piece 
sabotage. Sobbing also affects the hunts 
economically as a successful^ sabotaged hunt is a 
frustrating experience 1 for the riders who finance it. 
During the last 20 years of hunt saboteur activity, 
attendance of hunts has declined and many have 
been forced to 4 amalgamate' — meaning that one of 
the bunts effecriveiy ceases to exist in all but 
name. 

There is an element of class conflict in the 
confrontation between the hum and the sabs. 
Hunters and their supporters are as a rule ihe 
rural landowning class,, a bizarre sect who ere 
almost compieiely separated from thu rest of 
society and yet have great Influence Over political 
and economic affairs. As they say themselves, "We 
are the bloody Establishments 11 Is most satisfying 
to have the opportunity to ridicule them at one of 
I heir important social functions. 

As hunt saboteurs we are witnesses to the eii- 
□ut war against wildlife which seems to be the 
main activity in the 5 Dialled countryside. Open 
country is the playground of the rich, and a few 
patches of scrubby wood* remain only because 
they are managed for hunting and shooting. These 
copses and areas of scrub are not of suf ficient 
size or quality to maintain a great diversity of plant 
and animal life. Whatever animals do manage to 
survive are terrorised, poisoned, trapped and shot 
by gamekeepers* terrier men, blethering aristocrats 
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and various other professional or amateur sadists. 
While crossing the countrysioe to sabotage a 
foxhunt we will usually find much evidence of other 
wildlife abuse— shooting pens, snares, farsen-traps 
and often active shooters, I have seen a pair of 
nhe-shoot^rs halfway through the day surrounded 
by the corpses of at least fifty wood-pigeons and a 
crow. Without our Intervention they would have 
killed another fifty birds in the rest of the day. 
Walking, cycling or driving through country lanes it 
is all too easy to believe that the countryside is an 
idyllic refuge for nature, but looking a little deeper 
it appears more like an enormous factory of waste, 
pollution and animal abuse. Even the massacre of 
wildlife does not compare to the stinking 
farmyards* littered 1 with dead machinery* where 
millions of sick and suffering animals are raised on 
Antibiotics, hormones end cash crop concentrates 
to feed up the nod general ion of European heart 
attack victims who occasionally trundle past In 
their 4x4 s. An irate farmer once said to a sab, 
"What woufd happen if ( wasn't here managing this, 
land? The trees would grow and the birds would 
come back! There "d be little birds everywhere! And 
then what would you do?" This fear and hatred of 
wild plants and animats la typical of the alienation 
from nature that agroindustrial workers suffer. As 
usual, haired justifies abuse. 

Being pert of a hunt sab group has indirect 
advantages at least as important as its direct 
aims. A sab group is a classic example of the 
affinity group form of organisation. The co- 
operation of two or more autonomous sab groups 
Is a glorious Illustration of successful chaos in 
Inchon. Sabbing requires quick thinking on your feet 
and absolute trust of one's fellow sabs in 
situations which may be physically or legally risky. 

It builds useful skills of navigation, observation, 
listening, spatial awareness, taking opportunities 
and perceiving risks, and dealing with confrontation 
and the police. 

Sobbing is an activity in which there is almost 
certain to be a conflict with the forces of the State, 
The policing of hunts is ridiculously over the top. 
There have been incidents of over a hundred police 
of Ulcers for a sab group of five and sabhing is 
considered to be the biggest public order problem 
cm the south coast during the hunting season., it is 
difficult to imagine thai anyone could take part m 
the sabotage of a bunt and still maintain any naive 
sympathies for the police when hunt supporters 
whp seriously assauft sabs are not prosecuted and 
yel sabs are often arrested, prosecuted end Fined 
for the most trivial trespass offences like "not 
leaving the land quickly enough when ordered to do 
so by a police officer". Wo can reliably presume 
that top police officers are In I he same social 
circles as hunt supporters. Sussex Police wore 
recently discovered Sitting down at long tables in a 



ham tor a toll English brcakfasl with the $outh 
Downs and Eridge bunt. 

: Spending one or two days & week running 

around outdoors helps keep our bodies healthy and 
; minds sharp, as does most sabs" vegan diet. And 
sobbing can even be fun — classic moments from 
j the past couple of years include: three sad groups 
j leaning against their vans and subjecting bloated 
j Tory mp Nicholes Soames to a volley of abuse as 
j his poor horse struggled along the road; gaining 50 
j much control over South Downs and Erktge hounds 
j that they had to ho dragged away on leads with a 
j terrier man pushing from behind: the huntsman 
\ from the Crawley and Horsham hunt foolishly going 
= out on root due to frozen conditions and having his 
[ horn stolen: and all the foxes that we saw running 
away to survive after a successful inter vent Ion. * 

■ 

\ Contact 

Far datnlis of you/ (ocnl hunt snb group got In 
tOUftft with; 

Hunt Saboteurs Association 
FO Bex 5254 
Northampton NMt 3ZA 
England 

Tel; 0849 490 0727 
Email: ifOomHmtMat».Oig 

i HU; www.huni3 *b&tOrg 

1 




Ye s r ft really firsts! The utmost mythical naked 
hunt sets cafendsri Twelve or so naked 



(although disappointingly rather coy) sabs pose 
against the backdrop of Dartmoor National Park 
(with a few rather tactically placed horns and 
whips}. Can you possibly live throughout the 
rest of the year without your own copy? Send a 
bargain £ 3.00 (Including postage} to; Plymouth 
Hunl Saboteurs, PO Box 129, Plymouth, Devon 
PL1 1RY England, 
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Solidarity work in Palestine 



In September 2000 a new upsurge of 
Palestinian anger at Israel erupted In 
the *AI Aqsa Intifada', The escalation of 
resistance and the subsequent increase 
in overt Israeli military repression 
pushed the conflict back onto the 
global front pages. One response to this 
has boon that well over a hundred Brits, 
many from the direct action scene, 
have travelled to Palestine to act in 
solidarity as 'human shields'. This is an 
interview with a recent returnee. Here 
we do not aim to give an understanding 
of the conflict itself, hut Instead to give 
some idea of what this Inspiring 'on-the- 
groimcT solidarity work has been like, 
along with some of Its problems. 

wttll (he first question has to he, why did you go 
out there? 

I hrsr became involved in anti-war activism after 
the September nth attacks. In the following period 
it became obvious that the Americans were going 
to go into Iraq. The anti-war movement was 
showing positive growth with all sorts of people 
becoming involved, 1 then became aware of the 
work of the International Solidarity Movement (ISM) 

Jo Palestine and how Israeli dominance In she 
Middle East is so crucial to American strategy. 

IBM's work seemed something concrete you could 
gel involved in which had a real Impact on an 
aspect of American imperialist foreign policy, as 
well as getting involved in the 'human rights' side 
of things, 

l initially went over there quite sceptical about \ 

tlie way that ISM worked, t wanted to see what [ 

actually happened on the ground end whether this 
was a valid form of activity. Having got out there , It ; 
was an Interesting contrast with the sort of \ 

activism that many of us do in Britain now. In a way 
it's right back to the stage where you're relying on j 
media influence and higher authorities. As an = 

anarchist activist, working with an embassy is 
pretty strange. You find yourself having to 
telephone them in order to secure protection from 
the Israeli occupation forces. This is a major ] 

disruptive tactic the ISM use. it requires a shift in 




perspective, there am issues and contradictions 
with my own personal philosophy,, - but it must be 
said, it works. 



Can you briefly describe what it's dike In Israeli; 
and the Occupied Territories? 

There's a sudden marked transition between 
Arabic culture m me occupied territories and Israel. 
To a certain uxtonl East Jerusalem, which is 
Palestinian, is quite Israeli, The way people drive, 
What they wear, the music is Westernised. 

Crossing over into the West Bank or Gaza, there's 
a sudden change: the way poo pie dress: the 
extremes of poverty* it struck mo when i came out 
of Qri/n. You leave behind a taxi service of 
battered Ford Escorts which are Just about kept 
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gping and everylhmg’s cheap, very cheap, 'tou then 
cross ihe border anti! it's Westernised; Westernised ! 
peirol stations; people paying with credit cards, I 
There's a massive economy disparity between the l 
two, = 

Tea notice the devastation within the Occupied : 
Territories. Around Rafah there's rubble 
everywhere, fn Palestine you’ve got 75 percent 
unemployment, so there are Epfs of people in the i 
street. Obviously poverty Is encrembc. In Gaza r 

people can grow their own food — this Is one of the f 
major things people do as there Is an allotment : 
System, But there's no work, people are running l 
out of clothes and money. People are surviving on [ 
money they earned before the Intifada whan they 
were able to work in the Unhod Arab Emirates or 



Tel Aviv, but all that money is drying up and the 
economy is grinding to a halt. 

It's a phenomenally top sided cm niiict whore 
there are si* Palestinians dead Tor every single 
Israeli that's boon killed. It's a conflict between a 
populahon which is armed to a certain extent with 
AH47s, and a population which is backed by the 
Americans to the tune of several bill Non dollars a 
year. The Israelis totally dominate the Palestinians 
and the way they run their fives, 1 suppose I went ; 
out there with the idea that I his was more of a civil* [ 
war than it is. 

The way 1 understand the conflict now, having 
spent some time oui there, is that It Is to all 
interns and purposes, a war of ethnic cleansing, i 
but more subtle than that seen in the collapse of . 
Yugcssl eivjs . There are a variety of weapons the 
Israelis aro using. One of them is obviously blatant 
physical force: helicopter gun&hip attacks on \ 

refugee camps, incursions, shoofing youths in ■ 

street clashes. Another is that Israel is doing its l 
best lo devastate any chance the Palestinians i 

hiivo of 1 independent economic development. This 
in part is carried out through diplomacy {H was 
inherent in cne Oslo Accords!, but largely It s 
simply the mill lory destroying Infrastructure. 

The final weapon used is psychological war. The 
Palestinian people live under constant threat, a 
fear of incursion and violent death. The rofe of the 
ISM is to resist these attacks, physically, by ] 

placing oneself as a human shield In front of the ] 
direct violence. The economic attack is difficult, but 
Ihe psychological war is where i think ISM plays fts : 
greatest role. It lets the Palestinians know that l 
internationals do know what is happening, and that 
to soma extent their plight is being broadcast to 
the outside world. 

It's ironic that out of the Holocaust, and the 
very understandable reaction to I he Holocaust on j 
the part of those survivors who went on io found I 
Israel, you get a military slate founded on an ideas 
of ethnic purity, AH rising out of a genocide 
commuted by the Third Reich. That was certainly 



one of the things that Struck me about Israeli 
society. 

Can you give us an Idea of the day-to-day 
activities of the I5M7 

1 worked mainly in Rafah. the southernmost city 
in the Gaza strip. It's a city which has been split in 
half by the Israell-Egyptian border. The Israelis are 
now building a huge wall right through Rafah and 
you have to really see this to understand what this 
means. This is a very old city. People have very 
deep roots. In building the wall., She Israelis are 
demolishing houses, not only for the wall. Put also 
to clear a free Are zone 200m in front of the wall. 
What they do is they demolish people's houses 
with bulldozers; bulldozers backed up wUh tanks. 
They'll turn up at 2 am and give the family fifteen 
minuies to gel out. They then bulldoze the house 
and that's It, They have actually knocked down 
houses and killed people before now. The family is 
left in a situation where the only available 
residence is a tent supplied by the United Mahons. 
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houses to Raton in its continuing prefect ro 
bisect the cHy wilts & nuiit ary waif, The void that 
was once bpmes is now a 200m free f*rc zone. 



Now whet ISM activists do in Rafah is to sleep 
m threatened homos. Incursions are frequent in 
Rafah whore the Israeli military will Come in at 
mght with tanks, seal off an area, maybe demolish 
some homes, arrest people, sometimes Just trying 
to flush out the resistance, to force idem to open 
are. if there's an Incursion, wo moke ourselves as 
Clear and obvious as possible. We inform our 
embassies that we're there, the idea being that 
l he embassies will contact the Israeli Occupation 
Forces (EOF) and say that we are In the area and 
that they ere risking an international incident if 
they kill one of us. Basically the effect is to 
dampen down what's going on; you can't stop It, 
hut al least the Individual family you are with have 
a lot more security knowing that you p re there. 
Vou're not only helping that family though— you re 
psychologically boosting the whole neighbourhood 
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by your presence,, It s a really positive individual ■ 
thing, wheh bullets are coming into the llOUM, to ■ 
be- able to go out on the balcony and wave a white 
l flag and say "There ere internationals In this s 
bouse * and have the tiring stop, rt does ol course j 
E work on this whole racist double standard which s& 

; in place... essentially using the racist attitudes of 
[ the I OF against themselves, ■ 

\ Another practical example happened when I was 
L leaving WabluS. laying to WOSS a checkpoint. The ■ 
j Occupation Forets were causing there to be a 
| massive queue of people trying to get through the 
j checkpoint. Remember ihat these checkpoint 

fragment ihe communal ies, cult mg people off from ■ 
i their families and plates of work, Interrupting the 1 
! avenues of tommy nrceiion wiihm Palestinian 1 

society, What happened was that the soldiers hap | 
knocked down the only sunscreen. There were I 
: men,, women and kids trying to get ih rough the I 

checkpoml In the blazing heal ol midday and the 1 
IOF Were just keeping them there. We wont to 1 
stand at the bock of the crowd. Women scarfed to 1 

spill out into the road In search of shade hut the j 

soldiers pome out and storied shoving (hem hack I 
: with rifles. Suddenly they saw the two of us 
] sending there with o ur backpacks, and that was it. 
i If all With friendly smiles they waved us 

E Co the front of the queue but we stood there and 
= watched for an hour and they started processing 
j people just like that. So there’s this weird way I 

: where fhat sort of activism works Out there In a 
j way that H wouldn't Here- 
■ 

: You wor b with Ruche I Corrle Whorl She waft killed. 

[ Can you tell us what happened? 

| ves r l was unfortunately a participant in the 
: action where Rachel Dome died. This action was 
; routine in Rafah, The ICF will turn up without 
warning and, under cover of tanks, knock down a 
bouse very quickly and leave. Other limes they 
spend the whole afternoon pushing rubble about 
j and clearing olive groves. We'd get a phone calf 
from someone saying that this was happening; the 
group would then attempt to Intervene, essentially 
| using old style EF1 digger diving tactics on these 
bulldozers. On this occasion, two o'clock on a 
Sunday afternoon, we went there and spent about 
three hours obstructing the bulldozers. It became 
clear to me that they didn't particularly care..* they 
i were pushing j| a ft did seem at times that they 
j were backing off, but at other times being very 
j dangerous- So ft did feel like the tactics were 
sometimes working. 

And then with Rachel, (here was a bultdozer 

E 

coming in a straight line towards a house, one of 
the houses actually that people had been sleeping 
In which was slated for demolition, and she moved 
■out to confront it- As the bulldozer moved forward 
pushing a pile of earth in front of it, she climbed 
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"You notice the devastation. Right round 
Rafah there s rubble everywhere . You 've got 
75 percent unemployment, so obviously 
poverty is pretty endemic . " 

knpw rT , You don't know who Earn".! don't want to 



the pile of earth, very 
cl eat (y visible to the driver 
Stic slid back down the pile 
of earth, presumably to 
walk; away from it. 

Something happened then 
to posh her onto her face 
and she was run over by 
I he blade. The bulldozer 
driver didn't even lift the 
biade B he reversed over her 
end reversed another 20m 
away. She was left Just 
dying i he re and It was very 
obvious from the word go 
thal something was badly 
wrong,. She was laken away 
by ambulance and she died 
in hospital about hair an 
hour later, this incident 
has obviously brought up a 
lot of questions about ISM 
end how well these human 
shield actions can work. 

Could you say something 
about t be resistance to 
the occupation coming 
from within the Israeli 
population? 

There are big links being buiii- Metta, who’s one 
of the founder members of E$m ts an Israeli Jew 
and she's actually married to a Palestinian. She's 
really crossed a massive divide there. Israeli 
citizens are not oven aliowed info -Gaza, as an 
example. A large number of the internationals with 
ISM are Jewish P coming from the US particularly, 
who hove come to act in solidarity and say J not in 
our name', But there are lime 1 1 peace 
organisations, the refuseniks. Gush Shalom, Pence 
Now, these organlsol ions do cooperate with ISM 
but they ore unfortunately a Elny minority within 
Israeli society. There is a group called "Jewish 
Mothers Against the Occupation'; they go down in 
buses to the checkpoints In tho West Bank on the 
Israeli side and harangue the soldiers in Hebrew. 

So there is a resistance but it's not massive. 

Another Issue is that ISM r probably less so now 
since RachoJ Corrie died and Tom HurndaEI B s been 
put in a coma, could be easily infiltrated. There is 
no background check or anything. You IE 
occasionally gel p eoi!ehorator' or J Jew p shouted at 
you In the street r not by many people, but there is 
this idea out there that internationals could be a 
cover for spying in the communities. Which is why 
as an ESMer you absolutely steer clear of finding 
out anything about the armed resistance. You'll 
possibly get people trying to tell or show you things 
and your response has lo be, "I don't want to 



know because we do not want to be put in the 
: position where people think mere are collaborators 
in the ISM, That would be very dangerous! 

What Is the relationship between ISM and the 
Palfsetlnlevi Authority (FA)? 

There are issues about which Palestinian 
organisations you work with and what their ultimate 
aims are. The PA was put in piece by the Oslo 
Accords as a way of running tho Palestinian state. 
H's a Ba-rtlustart for iho benefit of tho Israelis. You 
quite often end up working with organisations like 
: that, Really, what Is waiting in the wings to fake 
over Palestinian society is as politically suspect as 
the israelii government., Although potentially it will 
= not b& as violent to Its own people, there are still 
l well corroborated reports of murder, torture end 
; Imprisonment by the PA, People are frightened of 
the Palestinian poflce and security forces, Large 
I sections of the population have little or no faith in 
r the PA. tn the Ga*o strip i got the Impression that 
: the PA were fully in control and that it was running 
| everything, whereas in the West Bank they have Mr 
^ less Influence. Nablus was run by a town 
committee H there was more autonomy. Amongst 
the terrible conditions, the attacks on the 
infrastructure etc, the town was running, ail the 
; municipal stuff was going on. El shows the 
potential without Pa control and people are a lot 



Do or Ui*/i«o, I0/E77 




less respectful of Arafat in Mablus than they are in 
G sua and Rafah, So there's a potential divide there 
<f the Palestinians ever achieve autonomy. 

I have heard the pa described as Stalinists, a 
totalitarian system waiting In the wings. There was 
a definite attempt by the PA to co-opt Rachel 
Comas death for 5 heir own political agenda. One 
of tho more distressing things in Rafah Is that it's 
a population under siege which is not taking 
collective measures to defend itself. For example, 
if your house is demolished, the PA don't sort yo u 
out with anything. There’s still a system of private 
sa ruin raiding. ii leaves a lot of people homeless wi th 
nowhere lo go„ there's no backup for them, except 
what they get through their own kinship networks. 
There are a Sot of wealthy people in I he occupied 
territories: you see expensive ears.. there is an 
elite. We wore taken by the Pa to something like a 
Pif/a Hut where a week's wages was spent on 
each of us-hcojtupI as fuck. Collective resistance 
has been actively undermined by the fact tivit the 
PA are there to reinforce existing social and 
economic structures, 

Palestinian resistance has become increasingly 
aligned with istnmlc fundamentalism. How does 
this affect the ISM? 

It Is an Islamic resistance now, whereas 20 to 
30 years ago the socialist-based resistance was 
faF more secular. That generation were put in & no- 
wln situation and they failed- So now the youth 
have gone over to a pan-Aiahrc Islamic view. There 
is now a lot of power In the hands of Islamic Jihad. 
In a way it Is peculiar as an intern atlonal activist to 
be there with me background and views we’re likely 
to have which contrast heavily with fundamentalist 
Islamic altitudes. 



in Rafah, during the 
Second Intifada, one of The 
first things i hat happened, 
so t was told* was that ail 
the prostitutes and drug 
dealers- were taken out and 
shot In the streets. The 
disco and the cinemas 
were burnt down. So. one 
of the first ihings the 
Islamic groups, did was to 
put their conservative hold 
on society and Rafah was 
already fairly conservative. 
There are forces there ei 
work which ere very Hliberd 

and that sometimes 
generetixi a lot of 
contradictions in terms of 
what you wore supporting 
and what you wore doing, I 
(hink this Is whore ISM does wo II In trying to stay 
clear of political entanglement and to actually be 
involved with ordinary non-pollticaiiy aligned 
Palestinians, although some degree Qf political 
entanglement is inevitable* you da need 
assistance, and various political groupings do see 
l$M as on advantage to themselves. The way you 
get around these complications is to work with 
individual Palestinians and report on the situation 
as a whole. 



Is there a difference between working (n Gaza and 
the West Bank? 

All my experience is based In Gaza and the 
significant difference you have in Gaza compared 
to the West Bank is that you still have an armed 
population. Basically life In the West Bank is 
characterised by incursions, extreme violence and 
daily horeumant The Israel 1 forces arc in full 
occupation of the wo fit Bank. They came into the 
towns any time they like with virtual impunity. 

There the population has been progressively 
disarmed over (ho years, In Rated. In the Gaze 
strip, you do have a heavily armed population— you 
still have a Palestinian police force thels armed, 
and you see Palestinian soldiers. So you nave a 
very different situation whore Israeli soldiers don't 
get out of thoir vehicles. In some ways this 
enhances ISM's work because one of the quickest 
ways of dealing with ISM activists in the West Bank 
is to come in and arrest a^d deport them, whereas 
they don’t do that in Ralph, because they're 
worried the armed resistance is going to kill them, 
SO ISM work in the West Bank largely revolves 
around trying to put a direct human face on to 
Palestinian people by confronting individual 
soldiers. 
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tl's difitcult to do that in Ftsf ah. One of the 
tactics the Israeli antiy use lo avoid exposing 
themselves on the street is they occupy a house 
and then blast or •knock holes in the waits to the 



next house and then move along to the next house 
and occupy houses like that. They hold the families 
] there for that reason. This is a cOwnteMnsurgency 
j tactic which not only protects themselves but acts 



The Siege ef The Church af the Nativity 



in April of 2002 . Israeli forces entered the 
West Sank town of Bethlehem. As the forces 
neared (he centre of the town, approximately 150 
to 200 Palestinian civilians- and resistance 
fighters took shelter In the Church of the Nativity, 
believed by many to be built on the Site of 
Christ^ birth. The priests within the church, from 
the Armenian, Greek Orthodox, and Catholic 
tradition! , initially tried to prevent access to the 
church but were overwhelmed, Thus began a 
siege which was to last for over five weeks. 

The Israeli Occupation Force (IOF} denied food 
and medical attention to the Palestinians wHhln. 
Early unsuccessful attempts by the lOF to slerm 
the church and routine indiscriminate sniper fire 
Into The courtyards and windows of the church 
had resulted in several Palesbnians inside being 
injured, with approximately debt fatalities. The 
wounded were able to leave the complex but fear 
of The 10 F meant that only The severely wounded 
did so. 

At (he beginning of May, a group of 
approximately 20 International Solidarity 
Movement USMJ acilvisls and affiliates succeeded 
in breaking IGF cordons to deliver supplies to the 
church. Ten of the activists including myself 
entered the church inlending to stay for the 
remaining duration of the siege. Wo were 
welcomed wholeheartedly. 

Approximately half the Palestinians In the 
church were civilians. The others either bo longed 
lo I he Paies-tini-iin Authority's police and security 
forces or were members of f osiatanoo factions, 
Contrary to IGF claims, we saw no evidence That 
any of the Palestinians, priests, or indeed 
ourselves, were held against their will. 

Conditions in the church were difficult but 
stable. The church Is a Serge complex of 
churches, courtyards, office s P and priests' 
quarters, so space was not a problem and 'cabin 
fever' was to a large extent avoidable. Clean 
water was available: the toilet and washing 
facilities were sparse but well maintained and 
adequate. Thefe was limited access to electricity 
allowing mobile phonos to be charged, although 
the service was often turned off by the lOF* Food 
supplies were very low on our arrival. Food was 
rationed to one meal ai day by a central 
committee, this meal consisting of half a cup of 



weak soup with a few Senilis and pieces of pasta. 
Many Palestinians supplemented this with fried 
lemon leaves or a salty coup made of wild 
mustard leaves found In the courtyards. The 
rationing system worked well although there was 
some evidence of food hoarding. Ah the 
Palestinians were gaunt end weak, many were 
showing signs of severe mainuintion. 

Nine days after we had entered, the slcgfi 
eventually come to an end under the terms of an 
agreement brokered by US and European 
diplomats. Thirteen of the most wanted 
Palestinians would bo exiled abroad, another 26 
would be exiled to the Gaze strip. The remaining 
Palestinians would be freed filter interrogation. 

This was widely regarded amongst the 
Palestinians as a failure although relief that I ho 
siege was over was evident. All the internationals 
involved In the action were arrested and 
deported. 

Qur presence in the church eased the situation 
in a number of ways. Obviously, the delivery of 
food, medical aid and cigarettes was appreciated. 
The lOF’s nightly bombardment ef sound grenades 
ceased and sntpor tire was reduced. It was clear 
that the morale of the Palestinians was improved 
by our presence, as was — we ware told —the 
morale of their families on the outside. We were 
also able to use the med^i interest generated to 
draw attention id Iho plight of those Inside and (o 
counteract the lOFs claims about the It is 
possible that wo made the storming of the church 
more unlikely and hod an effect on the speed and 
content of the agreement brokered to end the 
siege: however, i believe our of foci on these 
aspects was minims). 

A major influence on the course of events was 
the existence of a strong support network on the 
outside. We were lucky to have a representative 
close to Arafat who was able to relay accurate 
information on the negotiations. We also had 
excellent media, moral, and legal support from 
individuals in Bethlehem and from networks In our 
home countries. Such support enabled us to 
weather tho increasingly confusing situation 
towards the close of the siege os representatives 
of the I0F„ the press, our own embassies, and the 
church presented us with partial and misleading 
information. 
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The Desert Water War 

Pari of the war is about the control of water. 

The Gaza area 13 very and wit h a large aquifer 
underneath, and the population need it to 
supply all their drinking water, the Gaza strip 
has a series of wells Eifon-g the eastern si-de 

m 

which border onto- Israel lands, end hills, the 
isrealis arc trying lo farm the desert they have 
a very chemically intensive form of agriculture. 

As a result the aquifers are becoming more and 
more contaminated by surface run off. The 
Israeli settlements built in Gaza are directly 
thieving the water from the aquifer by boring 
their wells to 120 feet. Doe to agreements 
made in the Oslo Accords the Gazans are only 
allowed to drill to SO feet. In November 2002, 
the army came and bulldozed both of the main 
wells that supply Rafah with water and cut off 
water to half the population, As these wells 
were being rebuilt, the workers were shot at 
because they wore right out on the edge in no 
mans land, whore the wells are. The Pales! inian 
snage is implemented as much by these 
incremental Infrastructural attacks, as it is by 
helicopter gunsbip bombardments. 

■ 

as part of the psychological war. The maintenance 
of low level tenor throughout the Palestinian 
territories brings background stress to the people's j 
lives. 

T 

What la the attitude of ISM to Palestinian violent 

. 

resistance? 

a 

ISM ls uneqiitvcHcal about respecting the right of 
Palestinians to liberate themselves from the [ 

occupation in any wey they see necessary, so on [ 
the armed struggle, which Is a totally valid part of \ 
the Palestinian resistance. ISM has an unequivocal 
stance as an organisation, Within ISM. which is 
very diverse, there are people with a Gandhi an 
pacifist viewpoint. While I don't think they oro right, 

3 totally respect them for bemg ool there and 
put! mg themselves on the line. It Is opening up a 
space for non-violent resistance lo & certain 
extent But there are certain specific historical 
circumstances in which non-violent resistance ] 

works,,, and today Palestine is not one of them. 

j 

In the first Intifada there was a lot more non- 
violent resistance. At that stage the Palestinians \ 
were in many ways the underclass of Israeli \ 

society — they were the cheap labour and when they i 
went on strike, that had a direct impact on the \ 
Israeli economy. What has happened since — and 
this is really whac the Oslo Accords and the current 
situation is about — is that Israel is going to- fence \ 
the Palestinians in and eventually gee rid of them. 
Israel is importing its own underclass, because 
over recent years there's been a large wave of 




Immigration into Israel of Ethiopians, Russians ana 
various other people with a Jewish or supposed 
Jewish background- They have become 1 the 
replacement underclass so the Palestinian!! np 
longer have l ho option of non- violent resistance; 
their pass we resistance would moke no difference 
to how the IQF behaves towards them. 

Much of the daily Violent' resistance has to be 
looked m in real terms. l mean, 3 half brick 
bouncing off a vehicle designed to withstand rocket 
fire is a symbolic., almost non-violent act. The IGF 
have shown themselves time and time again quite 
willing to kill people for doing that.. Anyone who 
comas away from that situation feeling that there 
is an avenue for genuine non- violent resistance is, 
l think, mistaken, 1 

Suicide bombing only evolved in the inter suigtrs 
of this Intifada, it's not a historical lactic of the 
Palestinians. I'm stilt not 100 percent sore of what 
l think about it. 1 think there Is a genuine issue in 
that the Israeli society Is totally militarised — all (he 
men do three years, the women do two. everyone 
J$ in the reserves. This underclass being imported, 
one of the conditions is that ihey serve In the 
forces In order to get their citizenship, This threw* 
up the interesting issue of the stratification of 
Israeli society itself to the extent that it isn't the 
Jflon which was dreamed of in the ‘20s and - 30s. IE 
is a phenomenally militarised society and e very 
stratiliad one. The bulldozer driver and the tank 
crew who were present at the incident when Rachel 
was killed wore -Russians. The Ashkanasi and 
Sephardic Jews who were the founders of the 
country — their children don't tend to end up in the 
combat /onus, so essemtiaJiy you've got one 









underclass being pitted against another, in the 
classic mould. 

So you have this very militarised society a ad 
then you get on a bus io Israel and there's a good 
chance that two thirds of the passengers wili bo 
soldiers in uniform with weapons. So in a way that 
gjves a lot more understanding about what this 
faclic's all about, rm not saying 1 endorse It, or 
approves of it. Some of at Just seems pointless folly; 
I mean, three Islamic jihad militants blew 
themselves up on a roadblock sope rating Rafah 
from Gaza and wounded two soldiers. It seems, 
you know, a bit of a dead end -route to gp down. 
However,, as 3 ve said before. ISM respects the 
right of the Palestinians to resisi l he occupation in 
any way they deem necessary. 



What la the future of ISM? 

34ow Is a very challenging time for Lhe ISM. In a 
way the bluff has been called. For a long lime It 1 
was a game of “We can do this because you canT 
kilt us', because the madia backlash and the 
international pressure would be so intense. Rachel 
Currie ' 5 death was not an accident. The driver 
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deliberately killed Rachel. yet It probably wasn'l 
planned Item up high. Suddenly it landed in the lap 
of i he state command: "Right* wo've killed one of 
them now, what's going to happen?" I think they 
were quite eneou ringed by the response. There was 
some media attention in the US. Put the US 
embassy turned around and fucked her off and her 
parents by accepting the lOF's Interpretation of 
events. They claim a pacing slab fell on her head 
while she was on open ground H coupled with the 
accusation that l£M members on the scene moved 
her body in ordet to *ncrrm inale the bulldozer driven 
which is totally insane. The US embassy publicly 
Swallowed that, so I think the IGF are quite 
encouraged. Having pushed it to that point, they 
found out that. In fact, not a lot happened. Then 
three weeks later Tom Hurndail, (an activist from 
Manchester^ gets shot in a far more premeditated 
way, very obviously shot by a sniper from 30Om 
away. Tug question is, is there enough 
International pressure being generated to stop it 
happening again? The i$M is going to have to 
consider how to work now If It's not as erfeclive a 
human shield as it was. 

Obviously it's Impossible to look Into the future 
clearly, especially In such a complex situation ns 
Palestine. Never iheless could you give us some of 
your views on the near future? 

Well K this new Prime Minister, a Harvard 
educated millionaire* fits in well wilh die 
phenomenon of net> liberalism, Gaza's only 
resource is people who are willing to work for 10 
NlS (New Israeli Shekels) a day. There's 75 percent 
unemployment. So will Gaza become a neo-liberal 
colony, a sweatshop? Or will they be kepE in a 
situation of total economic depravation in order to 
secure ethnic cleansing? It'll be interesting to see 
what happens over the n*st few years as a guide to 
the forces we are confronting: what their alms are. 

The Jews are fairly unique in history in having 
maintained a cultural Identity for 2,000 years 
without having a homeland. Sul now the Zionists 
arc staking the whole of It on the continuance of 
American hegemony, which may Iasi for another 
100 yeans, but not forever. The reason they are 
able to behave 1 as they do- is because they've got 
the backing of a major superpower. They will have 
created so much hatred that should the American?, 
desert Israel at any stage, they would be wiped 
out. The nuclear option however is the dominating 
factor. Israel la the only nuclear power In the 
Middle East and this is its insurance. Quite what 
life would be like in fsiaei if the US deserted it and 
they were forced to rety on the nuclear retaliation 
option... It doesn't boar thinking aboul really. Gut 
it's also very much a question of what the 
Palestinians do to resist the occupation, 1 actually 
met a number of Palestinians who weren't in favour 



of resisting the occupation* who behoved that the 
only hope for the Palestinian people lay in a perv 
Arabic struggle.. They thought that realiy it was 
pointless for the Palestinians to continue to 
provoke the Israelis. I encountered an awful lot of 
resignation to what was going on* people hoping It 
j will one day end. but Seeing no way out of It, 

| Nobody had any confidence in the new Prime 
| Minister, the “roadmap to peace', or any 
[ benevolent intervention in the situation. The only 
people ! heard speaking with hope were people 
l who hoped for some sort of parvisiamle resistance 
| that would crush Israel. 

Are there lessons that can be learned from ISM'i 
\ activities which apply to other struggles? 

There are places in the world where ISM 
couldn't Intervene, An accusation often made by 
the Israelis against the ISM Is that there are oiher 
struggles— by picking this one we must hove a 
paFEleuiar gripe against Israel as opposed to any 
other slate that is committing atrocities. Well. She 
| answer to this Is that Israel is trying tb pretend 10 
be a democracy, l$M tan work because Israel I? 
actually concerned to some extent about what the 
l world thinks ol it and also about the potential for 
\ resistance in the US- The US subsidy to Israel 
\ could be influenced by bad publ Icily, So you're in a 
: situation where if you tried to do ISM stuff in. say* 

\ Chechnya, you would simply be killed or 
] immediately removed from the area. That does 
have tq be emphasised, 

j However where the tectiO Is applicable it can be 
; very effective .. Elsewhere I have seen it really work 
j in Chiapas in Mexico, where once again people are 
| exploiting a racist double standard. By virtue of our 
passports and national*! ies we have a certain 
degree of protection from the violence some slates 
\ can hand out. Where applicable* that anomaly is 
one o1 the weapon? we can use In International 
solidarity. A 

Wob: www.pjflsQlitfflrityiOrE {ISM} 
VPFAr.pMttiMttfMmQtottQLQlX 

Further Reading 

'Behind the 21st Century Intifada 1 in Aufhcben No. 
10. i wvvw.geocities.cam/aufhGben Sl Even though we 
l are -not in total agreement, we highly recommend 
l this historical analysis from fellow Bughtoneans^ 

! "Both forms of nationalism „ Zionist and Palestinian, 

\ arose out of the need to recuperate and repress the 
\ combativity of the proletariat" 

\ “Anti-Semitism and the Beirut Pogrom' by Fredy 
Perl man * In Anything Can Happen (ISBN 0 9 US 
98422 By. "'The problem of freedom is always 
present: one might learn from the pogroms to 
j resist or flee- or be brutalised enough to become a 
pogypimisl oneself . ' 
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Nablus 2ta 2: Life Under Curfew 

For much of 2002 Nablus was under 24 hour military curfew. Palestinians were not 
allowed to walk In the streets, shops remained closed and the city ground to a 
halt. Only ambulances and a few municipal vehicles were allowed on the streets. 
Nablus was dotted with checkpoints while tanks and armoured jeeps patrolled the 
streets. 



Jibe only internationals in Nablus at this time 
were from Ehe ISM and a few affi Maced groups. 

Wry occasionally 3 Red Cross or UN vehicle would 

be seen in the city. Mo international press were 
present although there was a local AhJ ozeero film 
crew P II was clear that wo were the only 
international witnesses to events in Nablus under 
curfew. Typical ISM activities In Nablus Included: 

* Protecting borne s Many homes were under 
throat as part of Israel's 'Collective Punishment" 
policy where the family homes of resistance 
right ers ere demolished, ism activists would kvt 
with the families In those homes. It was hoped 
trial thoir presence would deter the I OF from 
demolishing the house, although It was made 
clear Thai there could be no assurances of 
success, if the !0F arrived intent on a 
demolition, ISMars would try and negotiate more 
time. It w^s clear that mesa families felt safer 

in the presence of internationals. 

* Maintaining a street level presence Everyday, 
the mobile units would be in 'conflict ' with mg 
street children, Stones versus armoured 
vehicles. Uve roonds were the norm. 

Maintaining a street presence is important as tE 
can moderate IOF behaviour. Care was taken to 
choose a place which was clearly visible to the 
IGF, out or the line of fire, end not too near to 
the children as this landed lo make them show 
off and take greater risks, especially In the 
presence of cameras, Earlier attempts to be 
more proactive by preventing the IOF from 
huvmg clear lino of sight wore not welcomed by 
the children, as it interfered with I heir stone 
ihrowJiig. Also, care had 10 be taken not to get 
in between the IQF and the resistance groups 
who would occasional iy became involved, 

* Checkpoint watch This would mainly involve 
observing the IOF in the hope that this would 
make them moderate their behaviour. 
Occasionally people would intervene if 
Palestinians were refused passage, however, 
care had to be taken as often intervention can 
make the situation worse. Getting to know a 
group of soldiers on a checkpoint proved to be 
an effective lactic. They would find it herder to 
behave intolerably In front of us and were more 
often swayed by Inter voniion. 



* Accompanying ambulances Ambulances are 
occasionally fired on by the IOF and are often 
refused passage or delayed. The presence of 
internationals has aE Times had a positive 
effect. However, ibis varies over time and from 
region to region, so this tactic was not siw*^ 
used, Negative effects have been reported, 
such as the possibility of developing a 
dependence upon internationals and an 
increase In IOF annoyance. causing more 
hindrance 1 , 

* Occupied bouse visits The IGF would frequently 
occupy houses. This could last for anything from 
a few hours to months. In most cases the family 
were imprisoned in part of Ehe house. The 
behaviour of the troops towards the families 
varied a great deal. Internationals would attempt 
to take food to the families and remain in 
contact with them. We were Often denied 
access. 

* Accompanying demonstrations Accompanying, 
and occasion ally organising, demonslrations r 
Although such demonstrations have little or no 
effect on the IGF's behaviour. AUareera would 
often cover the event and the effect on the 
morale, particularly t be children's, was 
noticeable, it was, for many Palestinians, the 
only time they fell free to walk through their 
streets. 

* Accompanying PaiustinUms At times, 
individuals would request accompaniment to 
cross Nablus or specifically ask us to run 
errands. 

* Roadblock removnl Occasionally activists would 
act alone or at the request of Palestinians to 
remove a roadblock, or at least make It 
passable to traffic. 

* Media work ISM is often successful at getting 
first hand reports of life in Palestine into the 
Western media. This is an important pari of 
iSM's work, but She re is a clear division 
amongst activists between those who saw it as 
their primary role, and those who saw it as a 
side effect of their other activities. This Is not 
an academic issue as U directly affected the 
kinds of action considered, and also. In my 
opinion, caused many to be over sensitive as to 
how ISM Is perceived.# 
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The View from Inside 



Imprisonment as a form of punishment 
can be traced bach to Greek times* but 
until relatively recently long-term 
Incarceration was extremely rare, only 
flourishing in modem times after 
transportation to 'the colonies ’ became 
unviable (In no smalt part due to the 
American Revolution). 

Traditionally, those tn.it offended against society 
were punished publicly, fi.cner.iUy in the most brutal 
way, from the shocks io tne gibbe t Public 
executions, often with atlcndanl torture ami/Ot 
mutMaltfcffll* were the nocm in this country until the 
17th century. Even when they were abolished it was 
not out of any sense of decency or humanity, but 
according to ibe Oxford Htstoryof the Prison* 
because Gjhey had *becomo the occasion of 
nofwdlress and disgust — both because the crowd 
had begun to identity with die victim, not the 
executioner. and because the spectacle had become 
revetting, offending a new sensibility about pain and 
bodily integrity, Thus, it became desirable to mete 
out punishment away from the public gaze." 

Today, prison is s|Hl very much a closed world, 
and while within mo post two decades TV cameras 
have occasionally been able to show a very limited 
view of life behind bars, they rarely capture 
anything more than that which the authorities wish 
them to see. The true misery of imprisonment is 
deliberately kept secret from the general public, 
while the right wing press and unscrupulous 
politicians conspire to present a picture of Cushy 
'holiday camps' and 'health farms'. The prison 
authorities do everything within ihclr power (legal 
and illegal} to prevent investigative journal! sis 
having contact with prisoners and vice-versa, while 
Michael Howard and Jack Shaw Imposed a ban 
preventing visiting journalists reporting anything at 
all. Though the ban has subsequently been 
deemed unlawful, the vast majority of journalists 
are so i&tyi cowardly, and/or clueless that it might 
as well still be in place. 

With the British prison population currently 
growing at a rate of four hundred a week, and Mew 
Labour's draconian policies criminalising dissent, 
as a political aciivisl it is more likely that you will 
sco the inside of a pnson cell than at any time an 
recent history. For those committed to the 
overthrow of the stale, imprisonment has to be 
seen as an oecupaliona! hazard, and as such it's 




p 

belter to consider it be forehand P rather than when 
it"s too late. 

| During my life I'vO spent lime In over 20 British 
prisons (plus at leasl a dozen more I've visited or 
: 'stopped over' at) Including local prisons, remand 
centres, long term Category S prisons, oil Britain's 
maximum security dispersal prisons, a couple of 
Citcgory A units and 16 segregation units, I've 
been around a bit. buS Tve never been anywhere 
I near a low security or ’open' prison, and though I 
correspond with a. number of women prisoners, I've 
obviously never boon hol'd in a women's prison. So 
\ while I think I'm pretty wed qualified to talk about 
the prison experience,, there are limits to what I 
\ know. and inevitably this piece reflects that, 

! If you know you're going to be imprisoned, at 
i least That gives you a head start. Maybe you can 
\ even talk to someone who J s been in your local 
] nick, and wild knows the rules and can give you an 
I idea what to expect. The 'unknown' is the scariest 
j thing of all, isn't it? Prison Is the worst thing our 
society has. 

; The most common f ear, certainty among men, 
seems 10 bo that if they get locked up theyll 'have 
to go in the shewers with Mr, Big,' Forget that— 
probatory homosexuality is as rare In British 
prisons as mall whisky, in fact m some prisons it's 
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The Prison Lexicon 



Wh hie some words of prison slang are 
hundreds or years old. others are toeing 
introduced all the lime. Hero arc jusE a few 
examples; 



Path a coil 

SpJn: a search (as in "pacf-spin'). 

Burglars: security or DSr ( Dedicated Search 
Team), 

Bang up: time locked in celL 

Kxingas (or 'Scoops'): screws. 

Midnight: Midnight mass — grass. 

Ghosting: to be transferred to another prison, 
suddenly and without not ice. 

Jam- roll: parole. 

L-Piiitoa: a life sentence, 

CjcunibuTH (or ’Number** or 'Prelection'): 

Nonces' or 'Bacons' (sex offenders i and 
other "Protection-heads' (debtors, grosses, 
cell thieves etc.) are usually segregated for 
their own sorely under Prison Ryle 45 
(formerly 43} r They should nol he confused 
with prisoners held in the block (ihe 
segregation units under Prison Rule 45 GOAD 
(Good Order and Oiscfcplme). 

Stiff: a smuggled note. 

Bed-leg: a homemade cosh. The word comes 
from ihe small section of sled pipe used lo 
separate prison bunks, which would be put 
in o sock to make a weapon. 

little folium: cigarette butts. 

The enchanted: prisoners on the "Enhanced 
Privilege Lever. 

Tram lines; a distinctive scar caused by a 
prison-made weapon which uses two razor 
blades melted into a toothbrush. 

Shit and a ahjivu (or shit and a shower): a 

short sentence. 

Adidas soa-coso: prison Issue plimsolls. 

Chip- nut: safely net strung between landings. 

Diesel: prison tea. 

Jimmy or Jimmy Boyle: foil used by 

smeckheads to smoky heroin. 

Wet-up (or Jug up); to scald someone, usually 
with a nilxlura of boiling water and sugar. 

Stretch: a sentence or a year (a "10 stretch' is 
a ID year sentence). 

Peter: an older name for a cell, also for a sale. 
Apple or Apple cere: Score — 20, hence 20 
years or £20. 

Salmon or Salman and trout— Snout: tobacco. 

Patches: a prison uniform with prominent 
yeHow panels worn by prisoners captured 
after an escape or following an attempted 



escape. 

Pie and liquor: the vicar. 




0 groat deal rarer. There's probably more chance of 
you being raped or sexually assaulted "Outside 1 
\ than in here. I have never actually come across a 
single occurrence. 

\ Then there "s the fear of non-sexual violence- — 

! are you going to be ‘locked up with a load of thugs 
i and psychopaths who'll cut your throat as soon as 
\ look at you? Again, this is largely exaggerated, but 
| violence does exist In pnson. However, rt"s a 
relatively simple matter to minimise the likelihood 
= or being attacked, m my e* penance there's far less 
: random violence in prison than m wider society. I 
was In an adult long-term pnson at 19, and the 
only lime l‘ve ever been attacked it was by the 
screws. 

Staying safe comes down to basics. Stay alert 
; and learn some manners — prison is a close 
environment contain trig too merry people, so 
manners are extra Important. So polite to people. 

[ treat them with mutual respect, don't bo nosy or 
impinge on their limited personal space, never 
borrow things wit hunt asking, don't boast or 
bullshit, never grass anyone up, and even more 
importantly, avoid drugs (heroin I and stay eway 
from junkies. When I was at Full Sutton in 1996. 
there was an average of one stabbing o week, but 
almost all of them were related to smack. 

While adult prisons, particularly long-term ones, 
tend to be a fairly mature environment, 'Young 
Offenders institutions' (for those under 21) can be 
different, and viotence less easy to avoid , The 
| general advice still applies though — be assertive 
: not aggressive r but darn let people lake liberties 
j with you,, and If necessary be prepared to fight. 
Some self defence training may give you an edge, 
but be warned that prison fights are always dirty — 
i you can expect to be bitten, scalded, stabbed. 

I coshed, and/or attacked by multiple assailants. 
Attacks are likely to toko piece in the showers or 
when the victim is still in bed. 

In roaEfty. it's not other prisoners you should be 
worried about r they will become your friends and 
comrades, in the harsh prison environment bonds 
will be forged that can last a lifetime, TCjur 
i problems will come from the system. and from the 
: screws, particularly if you're a person of integrity. 
From the very lirst moment you enter prison your 
punches, your sense of selfhood, and your very 
humanity will be under attack. If you are to survive 
: unbroken, you must resist all attempts to turn you 
= into a numbered, subjugated, compliant piece of 
: jail fodder, a ’Stepfiotd Prisoner 1 who has had meir 
\ spine end brain removed- You are, after all. not 
JuSl ah individual, but a mem bar of a movement, 
j and those that come after you will be judged by 
\ how you behave.. 

\ Unfortunately, for those of you entering prison 
I today, the revet of political consciousness among 
[ British prisoners is at the lowest point for many 
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years* Divide and rule SCOmS like thE? iQrilhyom-E* 
"Incentives and Earned Privileges' scheme have 
undermined solidarity* and in cell TVs and heroin 
have helped a culture of selfishness to develop. 

You will heir people come out with things like, *1 
cam afford to gel involved” or 1 p vo dorse my bit H 
or "I just want to get out/ Ignore these wankers, 
they're Just trying to Justify their own cowardice. 
Everybody wants to get out of these rotten places, 
hut how do you want to gel out — on your feet or on 
your knees? Resistance and solidarity will always 
exist within prisons, and if you have anything about 
you at all. your place is with mat resistance, not 
with the grovellers and forelock tuggers who shit on 
their fellow cons in the fooNsh belief that they can 
make a comfortable life for themselves in here. 

Prison Receptions, the entry point in(o any jail 
(unless you go straight to the punishment block— 
the sugjug.it ion unit), have changed a lot since The 
days when you wort* very hkciy to he met with a 
beating, but they are still Inevitably an unpleasant 
experience, It is here that your prison file will bo 
opened, I hat you will be given a number where 
strangers will begin to address you by your 
surname only, where others will decide what 
clothes you eon wear end what possessions you 
can have*, and where you wllil receive your first strip- 
search. It is in Reception that the battle begins. 

The first Pnson Reception l was ever in was at 
Canterbury in I9SQ. There were certainly worse 
places bock then, hut there were stilt some vicious 
screws working there, In every ruck in the country 
they used to read you a little speech at Reception, 
pare of which went, "You wilt call all prison officers 
Sir 1 / So it didn't take long for my first 
confrontation to come, ! would not, and will not, be 
forced to calf anyone "Sir 1 . Nor was I prepared to 
substitute boss' or guv nor' os was acceptably in 
some prisons. Like a rot of pf maples It's 
ostensibly a small thing, it would be so easy to 
compromise especially when nl most everyone else 
does* bul what are we without principles? Once you 
star! abandoning Ihom Tor I he sake of 
convenience, who's to say where It will end? 1 
remember a few yearn ago when I was forced onto 
a blanket protest at Durham. Having failed to 
intimidate and bully me into putting on the prison 
clothes, the screws tried persuasion — -"You're 
afone down here in the punishment block, away 
from your mates, nobody will even know you've pul 
them on/ But i r d have known, and the screws 
would havE* known, and that was enough. 

Today there's no Konger an obligation to call your 
captors "Sir J , and many nicks no longer require you 
to wear prison clolhes, but your integrity wilt still be 
tested, end you will have to struggle to retain it. 
Relinquish it, end E imagine prison wilt beve far 
more of a lasting effect on you than if you spend 
the whofe of your sentence In the block. 



Screws often behave like playground bullies and 
i when you come into a new nick, they'll try it on to 
: see how much they can get away with, A crass ic 
I example is to try to get you to "squat' or bend over 
\ duhng a strip search— tell them to fuck off. Every 
\ prison has its Own rules about what you can and 
i can't have, and they change constantly, but if you 
j know you Yu getting sent down you can still try to 
^ be prepared. Often, little can be sent in after 
= you're impnsoned, so have anything you need and 
\ might be able to have with you. Most prisons allow 
I you to wear your own training shoes these days, so 
\ get yourseir a good sturdy pair. Prisoners generally 
wear sports clothes, which ere easily cared for, 
avoid black and dark blue colours which aren't 
always allowed, and go for cotton fabrics that will 
survive the prison laundry, A radio or small stereo 
will be useful, as win one or two books, and some 
j basic stationery, A watch Is more or less essential, 
ideally got one that doesn't require batteries. is 
lough and waterproof (so you can wear it in the 
shower}, bus not unduly expensive or ostentatious. 
While highly desirable, food and drink rind loiFetries 
won't be allowed. If you smoke- (and It's a big 
advantage not to}, you may be permitted to keep a 
small amount of tobacco. Make sure you have 
! cash with you, so that you can buy phonacards and 
i other items you need from the prison shop, 

E There was a time when every ceil contained a 
i copy of the prison rules, and prisoners were 
! required lo read them. Now the prison authorities 
[ generally do their best to keep them secret* 

; because they ore so regularly broken. You will find 
[ it useful to consult the Prison Rufos and Standing 

wmm worst/ cmor. 
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Orders, which outline your few rights and 
entitlements* and they should be available m the 
prison irbrsfy. The Prison Service also publishes Us 
own information booklets* Dut (he contents are 
very selective. If you have difficulty getting hold pT 
a copy of the rules K or things you are not getting 
what you're entitled to, as regards diet or exercise ! 
for example, either contact your solicitor or (ho j 
Prisoners Advice Service at the address given \ 

elsewhere In this section. Prisoners" letters are j 
generally censored, and so have to he handed in or 
posted with the envelopes unsealed. However, you : 
may write to a solicitor or I he Prisoners Advice 
Service in confidence under Prison Rule 39*. 

Contrary to what you may be lord, you do not have l 
to allow a member of staff to seal the envelope for 
you. and if you do not nave stamps you can ask for 
a ’Special Lelter fc , which should be sent at public 
expense* Simply seal the envelop^ , write your 
name and 'Rule 39' on the back, and bend it in or 
post it in the box provided. 

There Is a good deal of variation in prison 
architecture, from the ancient cathedrals or human 
misery to the stark modem conlrokunits- The 
accommodation parts of prisons are known as 
'wings' or *housebtoeks\ end they generally have 
cells on 'landings' or "spurs' on more than one 
level , hnown as 'the ones', 'the twos' etc. Most 
modern prison cells are approximately 7ft x lift. 

■ 

but some are a good deal smaller, and In some 
prisons each cell may contain 2 r or even 3 j 

prisoners. Personally* I am not pfepared to share a \ 
space that small with another person* and if \ 

necessary will opt for a single cell in the block. 
Prisoners are having to spend more time locked in 
(heir cells than for many years, but you should not 
be ‘banged up" for more than 23 hours at a time. I 

Prison really is a bizarie Institution to come Into* j 
and it’ll take you a while to get used to it. Humans j 
are an adaptable species (hough, and within a few 
weeks you'H probably find you're cracking on like 
an oSd lag. if you're on remand though- this ecn be 
a time when you luck up, and It's something l 
el ways warn people about* Time Is different In jad 
and particularly when you're first locked up, a 
couple of days can seem like a month. It's a harsh 

■ 

environment, and! you'll be spending a lot of time 
with the same people, -Many of these will turn out 
to be good friends, but always try to bear in mind 
that in reality. you've known them for days or i 

weeks, not years, and that not everyone in jail tells 
the truth about themselves. In particular, be wary 
about discussing the details of your case with | 

those you hardly know — too many people wind up 
in court with former cellTnates giving evidence | 

against them. Also be careful about giving out your 
home address or personae details until you know 
your now friends a lot better. 



There's a thousand scams and tricks In jail— 
cons are extremely inventive people ond are always 
one step ahead of the screws.. As you pick up your 
jail-craft, youTi learn everything from how to pass a 
cigarette from one end of she wing to the other* 9 
how to make prison 'hooch' without yeast, how to 9 
make weapons out of next to nothing, how to 9 
defeat electronic door systems, how to make a cup 
of tea without a kettle, end all sorts of other 
survival skills. When you i\mi get locked up. you'll 
doubt that you could last more than week in this i 
environment, but in all likelihood you will, and will ■ 
even share in the gallows humour endemic to this I 
olhe r wise Joy toss existence. I 

The human spirit can flourish and triumph in the | 
face Of the darkest adversity, but I'm not going to j 
tel! you that prisons are anything other than utterly I 
rotten places, particularly for those cf us who have I 
to endure year alter year of long-term I 

imprisonment. Prison kids you physically and I 

psychological^ — It's a living death, like being ] 

buried alive. I once reed about a Native American j 
woman who suddenly woke up from a coma as if | 
from sleep. She wanted to know where her 1 

husband and her children were, but she'd been J 
unconscious so long her husband had remarried j 
and her children grown up. It's a tragic story, but at 
least she didn't have the Stow tor lure of having to 
watch, helpless,, as her life slipped away from her, | 
together with everything she cared about. That's I 
how it is for most long-term prisoners , and many 
lose their families, homes, jobs* savings, and= 
possessions even before their cases come id trial. 
Hang onto your integrity, because when the 
system's finished with you and spits you back out 
on the street, it may be all you have left. 

But hey. nobody said it was going to be easy— if 
It was easy they wouldn't call If 'struggle' would 
they? As political activists wo re the lucky ones in 
here* given a rare Opportunity to get inside the 
machine and act Hke a virus. As an activist, youTe 
not locked up to lake a holiday — there's a real 
struggle to be fought in here, so keep militant and 
gel involved-* 

— Mark EJymsiey, Whilomoor Prison* England. 

We're glad to say that at the lime of printing 
Mark Barnsley Is now out of prison. 

Prisons Mark Barnsley's been In: 

HMP Canterbury (*3j. HMP Maidstone |x2). 
Ashford demand Centro {*2)* HMP Wormwood 
Scrubs (x5j p HMP Afmley (x3J 8 HMP Hull (x2). 

Wolds Remand Centre, HMP Doncaster (jt2h 
HMP Lincoln* HMP Full Sutton fx3), HMP 
Brixton* HMP Wolds., HMP Garth* HMP Durham* 

HMP Long Lartin, HMP Cardiff, HMP WoodhilP 
!x2K HMP Packhurst, HMP Wakefield fx2), HMP 
Frankie nd. HMP Whitemoor. 
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It's simple: we can’t realty talk about being In struggle together in any way, or 
being a movement, if we ignore people Imprisoned for Involvement in the same 
activity. And we can t afford to either. It makes it a much larger step to take action 
If you know you'll be forgotten about if you get nicked. Prisoner support Is a vital 
part of becoming a threat to the state and Industry. 



uo these pages you II find the details of people 
involved in our movements who have hod the 
mi&reKtuiw to be caught and incarcerated. it has 
been compiled in June 2003 and does not claim to 
be comprehensive. Check out soma of the 
webpages listed In the contacts section if you need 
any more up to date information, you'll also find 



some ideas Tor supporting 

Anarchist Prisoners 




those inside,, 



Robert Lotf Th listen. 
#12112716 777, OSP. 
2606 State Stmt , 
Salem, OR 97310, USA 

Hob. a long time 
ararchlot organiser, 
publisher and writer, 
was one of the few from 
around t ho world who 
faced serious charges 
for the JIB Global Day 
of Action in 1999. When 
a kicked off in Eugene, 
Oregon, In the US, Rob 
threw a rock at a cop 
who was charging at 
him in an effort to 
escape. He was 
arrested and sentenced 
to m months In an for 



Assault If and Riot. He has recently challenged the 
[ prison ry tings that the circled A be cfassified as a 
j: Security Threat Group symbol (i.e. forbidden gang 
j symbol} and anarchist reading material be denied, 
and ended up serving time In the Hole for this, But 
the prisoncrats are rtwnlmg the rules nowJ 
Donations to and info from: PO Box 50634, 

[ Eugene OR 97405, USA. 

Web; m ^ defenesiraier. pi fi/ rob I psnc p s 




Harold Thompson, 
#93992, NWCC, Site 1, 
Route 1, Box 660, 
Tiptonvllle, Tennos^oe 
38079, USA Harold has 
been in prison since 
1979, serving a life 
sentence for the murder 
of a man convicted of 
killing Harold s mend. 



the mother of his son H with 90 years added for a 
j failed escape attempt. He is a passionate 
; anarchist and jail house lawyer who never gives up. 
: He ha& been busy tiling lawsuits inside, more 
j recently challenging a decision that will determine 
j whether Inmalos across the US are a&lo to receive 
: mail containing 'political content". 

n 



Donations can be sent to: Triends of Harold 
: Thompson', PO Box 375, Knaphlll, Woking, Surrey 
: GU21 2XL, UK. 
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For more on Harold check out: 
him: / / memb fes .IrJaod Jr/HHTHQMFSO N / welcome, 

umi 

Kamina Libre There are around 50 political 
prisoners in Chile, When the dictatorship fell in 
1990 none of the laws changed, just She face and 
name of the regime. Therefore many who look up 
arms in ihe ‘80s are still inside and many continue 
to struggle ^gainst the "democracy" presented by 
the rich bind ruling class, penalised under anfii- 
terrofisl and interior stale security laws, Marta lo 
Andres Villa roe I Sepulveda. Pah It* Hainan Morales 
Fuhrimariri, and Alvaro Christ tan Rodriguez 
Escobar are all serving lengthy sentences for 
political actions, formed the 'Kamina Libre' 
collective In 1996. its mam objective is taking 
action for the release of all Chilean pa lineal 
prisoners and Mapuche [indigenous) prisoners- 
They have made greet headway for prisoners’ 
rights within the high security prison In Santiago, 
Through riots P hunger strikes and disobedience. For 
example, they Improved visiting conditions; secured 
(ho right to vegetarian meals and later to prepare 
their own meals: refused the imposition of prison, 
uniforms; overthrew the censorship of reading 
materials and can now receive any kind of political 
material except anything to do with ETA. 

Write to them vie; haminaht?fc@vahoa .fi5 

Or in English via Santiago ABC: 

si jo cna@holmail.com 

Thomas Meyer-Folk* JVA Bruch sal* Zelle 31i? B 
Sehoenbornstr, 32. 7664« Bnjch&al* Germany In 

1996* Thomas was sent down for a bank robbery. 
He'll he inside until at least 2010. Because or his 
strong antifascist and anarchist beliefs. he‘s been 
subject to very harsh repression — solitary 
eonfinemcinln daily cell raids* suppression and 
censorship of mail (no packages, and his regular 
correspondence with some political groups has 
been denied by High Court Ruling), no access to 
education,. On top of this his coll Is (n bad 
disrepair. When writing lo him don't mention you 
are o political supporter. Besides hand-written 
letters* the only thing he can get in the post is 
three International' Reply Coupons (IRC) et a time, 

Tpmasz Wiloszewskl, Zahlad Karny, Orzetitmn 
5. 90-200 sknadf* Poland Tomasz was sentenced 
to 15 years after killing a naz- in sen defence In 
Radomsko during 1997. 

Zolo Agona Azania. #495 9 P Majdimim Control 
Facility, PO Bax S5T, Westvlllb* Indiana 46391- 
0557, USA Zoic is a politically conscious activist, 
who has been on and off death row since 1981. 
having been wrongly convicted of the murder of a 
cop during an armed robbery. In March an Indiana 
Judge refused Zolo the right to be tried in Lake 



County, the county where the crimes ho is uecusod ? 

■ of occurred. Lake County has 0 black population ■ 
thul over twice the size of Allen County, where 
jj Zolo is being tried. He has asked lor people to ■ 
= print and distribute informal Ion about his situalitm. 

For more info email: ersn® aol.com I 

Also see the website at: * 

I mmtxal r ta= fl t&jm thamiiaam iflJflml 

Jerome White- Boy, # 
37979, South Central 
Correctional Centre* 

255 West Highway 32, 
Ucklng. MO 65542- 
9069- USA Jerome is a 
black anarchist prison 
activist who set up ihe 
Missouri Prison Labour 
Union to fight slave j 

labour In prisons. The ! 

Free Jerome White -Bey 
Support Campaign and 
Legal Detente Fund 
Committee can bo 
j contacted via: Anthony Reyson. South Chicago 
ABC, PO aoni 721, Homewood. Illinois 60430. USA. 




Angola Three: Stilt 
known by their 
campaign name, the 
Angola 3 — Albert 
Woodfo*. Herman 
Wallace and Robert 
"King' Witkerson (King 
was released at Ihe 
fcegi fining 

formed the first Black Panther Parly chapter inside 
a prison. As a result, they were framed for the 
killing of a prison guard. AN have spent long terms 
in isolation. 




Herman Wallace, #76759* Camp J. Cudn 
4/Loft #9. and Albert Woodfox* #72146. OCR 
Upper B Cali 13. both at Louisiana State 
Pun liunt lory, Angola, LA 70712, USA 

For more information cheek out their website at: 
j www,an£Pla 3^i£ 

Matt Lamont. # 2OS7039* In hike Release 
[ Center 550 N. Flower Street, Santa Ana. CA 
; 92703. usa On April 20* 2002. Matthew Gordon 
! Lamont r a Long Beach anarchist activist, and 
j Maxwell Lucas, a Food Not Bombs activist, were 
\ pulled over in the city of La H^bra (Grange County) 
i after being followed by (wo Long Beach detectives. 

[ They found a gas can in tha oar,, arrested the two 
\ men and took (hem into custody. Maxwell Lucas, 
j who is a JuvoniFe, was charged with but not limned 
- to ihe felony of possession of a destructive device. 
] He ps now out of jail. Matthew was charged wiih 
four felony charges of possession of a destructive 
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device, transporting; of a destructive device, the 
use of a destructive device, and the possession of 
maEerlals/i nstruebons to make a destructive I 

device. After being held In the Santa Ana jail facility \ 
In 22 hour lockdown high security for a year, he 
was sentenced in April 2003 to 3 years. \ 



Eco- Defence Prisoners 




Free in 1998 In the Fuff Creek Tree Village, Free 
was the cenjfMrjp Vs first tree sitter. 






Jeffrey Tree' Luerm, #13797071, 05 P. 2605 
State Street, Salem, OR 97310, USA In June 
2000, two US anarchists, Free and Critter, were 
stopped by police and ended up being charged with 
Criminal Mischief and Arson. They had been 
followed by undercover agents after setting fire to 
cars At a car showroom. They wore both held on 
remand and faced lengthy trials with evidence that 
had been tampered with and lying police officers. 
Free was convicted of 11 felony charges and 
sentenced to an outrageous 22 years and 5 
months, with no possibility of parole. 

Chock out the wuh&iies to see how you can 

support Free: 

www.aolrilaf freedom .am. u k pf ! so ■ i t-f s/ fc/ ! KB. . I iu ■ ■ ■ ! 

For more Information 1 please send an SAG) and 
for donations toward Free's costly appeal process,, 
and/or his college education in prison, write to: 
Brighton ABC, TO Bo* 74. Brighton BN1 4ZQ, UK or 
Free s Defence Network, FO Bos 50263, Eugene, 
OR 974Q5, USA. 

Email: howl for freedom^ahoo.com 

Craig Marshall. #13797662, SRCI, Stanton 
Boulevard, Ontario. OR. USA Critter. Free's co- 
defendant, was sentenced to 5 years 5 months for 
conspiracy to commit arson and possession of 
incendiary devices. He has been experiencing a lot 
of harassment, mcEuding mail being delayed and 
Ehe Joml Terrorism Task Force pressunng him to 
grass people up [he told them to fuck off). When 
writing to him, don't call him "Critter' — this has 
been disallowed! 
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ln-iki Garcia Kwh, Care si de Pamplonri. C/san 
Rogue, Apdo 2 50, 31000 Irunoi, Pampfonn, 
Navarra, Spain In July 2001. Iliirski was Sentenced, 
along with seven others in their absence |who have 
remained on the run) to nearly five years for culling 
cables on the construction site of the Hoiz dam. He 
was Involved with Sohdanos con itoiz, a campaign 
fighting the construction of a dam and waterways 
project in the Basque country that is expected to 
have disastrous ecological impacts. 

For more information check out the Solidarios 



con Hoiz websstei 



WWW. 




Ted Kaczynshl, #04475*046, US Pen, Admin. 
Ms*. Facility. PO Box. 8500, Florence. Colorado 
61226. USA Ted is serving multiple life sentences 
for the infamous Unabombor bombmg campaign 
against symbols of lechnotogy; "The Industrial! 




Statement by Free upon his 
sentencing — June llth, 2001 

Vm not going to offer excuses, I want mis 
opportunity to explain my actions so that they 
are not misunderstood or misinterpreted- I 
didn't do this because l enjoy property 
destruction, i don't, 

i did this because I'm frustrated that we are 
doing irreversible damage to our home planet, 
it Is not an exaggeration to say that right now 
we are experiencing a period of extinction equal 
to that of the dinosaurs. Forty thousand 
Species are going extinct each year. Yet we 
continue 10 pollute and exploit the natural 
world, 

I'm not going to justify my actions I can't do 
that any more than one can justify the 
destruction of the environment for profit. They 
are both wrong. i take responsibility for wh-it 
I've done. You can judge my actions, but you 
earn Judge my heart. It con not be said that i 
am unfeeling and uncaring. My heart Is fined 
with love and compassion, J tight fo protect Me. 
aii life* net to t &ke it. 

I took every precaution to Insure that no one 
would be injured by this fire. If I thought for any 
reason that anyone — responding firefighters or 
ponce officers-^wouid be injured, i never would 
have sot this fire. It was not my intention to 
hurt anyone or place anyone at risk. I'm not. 
going to ask the court to grant me leniency. 

AJ( that 1 ask is that you believe the sincerity 
of my words F that you believe that my actions, 
whether pr nOE you consider them to be 
misguided,, stem from the LOVE I have in my 
heart. 
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revolution and Its consequences have been o 
disaster tor tbe human face. They have greatly l 
increased the life expectancy of those who \*ve In = 
advanced couni rics, but they have destabilised \ 
soebety, have made life unfuifiiling. have subjected j 
human beings to indignities, have ted to wide- [ 

spread psychological suffering (In |ho Third World, 
physical suffering as well) and have inllicted severe [ 
damage on the natural worlds We therefore [ 

advocate a revolution against the industrial \ 

system." 



MOVE Prisoners MOVE was a mainly black 
revolutionary group with an ecological perspective 
who were consistently persecuted: by Philadelphia 
police during the "70s. This culminated in the 
police fire bombing of their commune In 1985 in 
which 11 people died, The 'Move 9 r were framed 
for the murder of a cop and sentenced to up to 
100 years each. The 9ih defendant, Mode Africa, 
died in prison in 1958 under suspicious 
circumstances. 




For more info contact: MGVE a PO Box 19709,, 
Philadelphia, PA 19143,. USA 

Email: qj} . aripwel Ijagaol .com 

Debbie Simms Africa, *008307, Janet 
Holloway Africa. A00E3O8, Jarilrra Phillips Africa, 
*006309, SCI Cambridge Spring*, 451 Fullerton 
Avft, Cambridge Springs. PA 1^4031238, USA. 

Michael Da via Africa. MM 4973, Charles 
Simms Africa, AM4375. SCI GrateVord, PO Box 
244, Grateford, PA 19426-0244, USA. 

Edward Goodman Africa p #AM4074, SCI Camp 
Hill, PA 17011-0200- USA 

William Philips Africa, #AM4964 ! 
Delbert Or Africa. 4AM49BS, 
SCI Dallas Drawer K. 
Dallas. PA 18612. USA. 
Mu ml a Abu-JamaU 
#AM8335 r SCI 
Greene, 1040 East R. 
Furman Highway, 
Waynesburg P PA 
1S370-8090, 

USA Mumte is 
an ex-BiacK 
Panther, 
radical 
journalist 
and 
MOVE 
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August Slh t 1978 fc GOO cops storm AfOVJTs 
house in Philadelphia. Delbert Africa 



emerges with his hands up. The cops beet 
him to apufp, in 19$1. the three cops who 
heat htm were found to have acted in sstf- 
defence end acquitted. Defhert is stiff In 
prison. 

supporter who was framed for the murder of a cop 
in 1981- His death sentence was recently 
overturned, and he is awaiting re-sentencing. 

For more info contacts International Concerned 
Family and Friends of Murnla Abu- Jamal. PO Box 
19709, Philadelphia, PA 19143. USA 
Or see: mmSmUBM^O M 

Raul Znpntoa, Derm 6-0, Maximum Security 
compound- Bureau of Corrections, Muntlnlupa 
City, Metro Manila, Philippines Raul is currently 
serving life for murder and frustrated murder In She 
Philippines. He was literally Jusl doing his jots— with 
the DENR. Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources, defending the forests ho loved from 
illegal logging. Unfortunately, the DENR is riddled 
with corruption, and when Raul refused to turn a 
blind eye and stopped the local mayors illegal 
logging In 1989. this resulted In (he mayor, his 
bodyguard and armed poflcemen attaching Raul al 
his forest station while sleeping.. Raul grabbed an 
MIS left by the military personnel assigned to his 
team, and returned fire. The mayor was hilled and 
his bodyguard wounded. After 11 years of court 
action, on March 27th 2001. Raul was found guilty 
and sentenced to life. His case is currently under 
review. 
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See: www.ee o - action .or g/ssp lor a sam ple letter 
to write to the Supreme Court to support him, [ 

Helen Woodson. 0Q3Z31O45 FMC Cocswall, 

POB 27137. Fort Worth, IX 76127, USA Helen is j 
serving her 19th ycaf of a consecutive sentence \ 
totalling 27 years for throe actions. This first was \ 
robbing a federal reserve hank and burning i 

$26,000 on the Jobby floor after distributing a j 

statement denouncing the materialism and 
obsession with wealth and power that causes 

I 

environmental destruction* wars end various other 
social HiSr The second was mailing warning, letters 
with .38 calibre builds 10 various government and 
corporate officials. Thu third was a disarmament of 
a Minute man El ml sslie sib wilh a jackhammor, ! 

The Government In Washington DC has taken a 
new tack In her case, and have ordered that Ihe 
'Suitability' erf her reksaso be evaluated „ proposing 3 
that she be permanent detained os a throat to \ 
oattonaE security. Helen writes: "Nuclear weapon^ ] 
war- the destruction of the natural world, and } 

government and corporate greed must be resisted, j 
Whatever the outcome here, I will remain faithful to 

■s 

this witness, either with another action if I am 
released or as a permanent detainee if I am not. j 
Obviously, though h my situation has Implications for j 
ethers- As the post-September 11 hysteria 
spread s h any serious opponent of official policy 
may become a target, i may be the first to be \ 

subjected to this particular process, but - 

undoubtedly I will not be the last, Q& forward, be : 
serious r be conscientious- be joyful and be a liver 

j 

j 

Animal Liberation Prisoners 

Benjamin Porshy, #1410212600, George 
Viomo Cent of, 0909 Haien Stm«t P East Elmhuni, 

NY 11370. USA On April 21&C. 2002. Ian people 
were arrested In New YorH City for demonsirating j 
against a backer of Huntingdon Life Sciences. j 

During Ihe protests, two posh New Itork apartment j 
buildings were trashed es activists brought their j 
objections directly to executives' doorsteps. i 

Benjamin received the maximum sentence for his [ 
plea to d Class D felony— 2 counts of 2nd degree 
criminal mischief. He has been sentenced to 26 
years concurrently. 

Emails can be sent to* Benjamin at: 

■L 

leltersforber\iafnin@ri seub.net 

Sonia Hayward, HV5343. HMF Cpokhann Wood. 
Rochester. Kent MEl 3LU, UK SOflla is serving 15 | 

months for Invotvemenl in anti-blood sports activity l 
againsl the Old Surrey and Eurslow Hunt and \ 

actions against Huntingdon Life Sciences, E 

Dave Blcnklnsop, EIM7699, HMP BullJngdori, \ 
OxJqrdsIrir* 0X6 OPZ. UK Serving 10 years \ 

imprisonment. The sentence Is made up of three 
parts. 1) Three years for a stave attack on the 



Managing Director of Huntingdon Life Sciences 2} 
IS months for rescuing 600 guinea pigs from a lab 
supplier (Newchurch Farm) 3} 5 years for 
possession Of Incendiary devices. 

Indigenous Prisoners 

Eric Wildcat Halb #Bl-53S5* Unit (/A 10746 
Route IS. Altrion r PA 1G47SOO02. USA Serving 
35-75 years for helping ship arms to Centra!! 
American indigenous activists. 

Leonard P*HHh *39637132, pg box 1000, 
Leavenworth P KS 66043. USA An American Indian 
Movement activist, Leonard has served over 25 
years in prison, whilst assisting the Ogiaia Lakoia 
People of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in 
South Dakota In the mid 1970s* a shootout 
occurred which led to Leonard beihg framed for the 
murder of two FBI agents. He is serving two 
consecutive life sentenceSn De spile the harsh 
conditions of imprisonment,. Leonard Peltier has 
continued to lead an achvt? life- From behind bars- 
he has helped to establish scholarships for Native 
students and special programs for Indigenous 
youth. Me has served on the advisory board ol the 
Rosenborg Fund for Children,, end has sponsored 
children in Central America. No has donated to 
battered women's shelters, oTganized the annual 
Christmas drive for the people of Pine Ridge 
Reservation, and promoted prisoner art programs- 
He has also established himself as a talented 
artist and writer, and recently completed a moving 
biography tilled Prison Writings My Life ts My Sun 
Dance {St. Marlin's Press, New York, 1999) ISBN 
0 312 20354 3, 

Contact: Leonard Peltier Defense Committee. P0 
Box 583 P Lawrence, KS 6G044, USA, 

Email: lodcfridirnai 
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West Papua, the western half of a large and 
diverse island shmed wish Papua Now Guinea* has 
been under Indonesian military rule since the 
1960&- indigenous Papuans, traditionally living 
balanced and autonomous tribal lives, have : 

continuously been displaced, tortured and killed, - 
and their land exploited by corporations, West ; 

Papuans are demanding their freedom and have j 
been resisting the Indonesian army for over forty [ 
years. \ 

the repression against them is severe, and l 

includes Indonesian police picking oul those (hat \ 
are active and putting them in prison under terrible 

■ 

conditions where many 'disappear' or are 
poisoned, I 

These prisoners need support, and support 
from the west can make a difference in ihe way 
they are treated. One Papuan prisoner, who people ! 
in the UK phoned the prison about, reports; 'I was j 
being kept Jn the pitch black In an overflowing j 

toilet. I was cuffed ai my hands and feel. After two- 
weeks the guards pulled mo out and. asked mo why 



all these people wore phonmg and enquiring about 
me* They looked scared and I told them that now 
ihe world is watching them. I was returned to my 
cell but they now cleaned It, put a light in and \ 

removed Ihe cuffs,.. It made mo feet strong to 
hear people outside wore supporting me." I 

west Papuans are collecting information about \ 

prisoners and publishing lists. HopefylEy people will 
pick up on this and spare some lime to phone a \ 
prison, of write to the prisoners or the prison 



governors. 

There will also occasionally be co-ordinated \ 

efforts to get people to phone for specific 
prisoners on certain days. 

Contact: koteka_prisone r_suppor ttasm&fl .corn j 

for information or check the website on which you'll : 
find updated prisoner lists and news: 

ww w we stpaoua ■ n e i/c sa cs/ h r/pijsonei/mdCA,titm 



You can phone Indonesia irom the UK for isp 
per minute by first dialling 090^ 306 01.97, then 9 
the international number. They are 9-5 hours 
ahead of tiro UK, so il J s daytime there around } 

midnrghi of firsl thing in the morning in the UK. W 

However the phone wrl! be answered 24 hours a 
day so just ring when you can. 9 

The most important thmg 15 just to say Ihe 1 

nam^s of the prisoner^ a !OL even if the prison I 
guards don't understand English, and make ii tie Ear 
you a re phoning from abroad. 

Some Indonesian phrases you can use 1 

(pronunciation guide in brackets): 9 

$ayn tetepon ten^ng. r . (Sy ar teiepon 9 

tontang. r ) — I am tele phoning about . . , 9 

Hati hall. (Hart l harh) — Be careful, 9 

Kami jaga fthaf amta s eharang. (Kai PlM jargar 
rechat and a seykarang) We are watching you now, 
Sayn dan Inggns {Sy-yar cfary Ingrces ) — \ am 1 
horn England, 9 

Kantu ptaHkon bath kesetinum mcrcko, mfnum, 
mek&n dart kvs&i&matsn mgwka, (Karmu 
prfltook^n bake kay-SBy-lWtan morftykar. mlnum, \ 

makan dan kay-selamtan rrteraykarjh- Treat th em \ 

WON',, give food* water and look after them, 

ABC Spain Declared Illegal 

On the I3th March 2003* a judge named 
Garzon in Madrid declared That the Spanish 
Anarchist Black Cross prisoner support network 
is pan of the recruitment machinery of the 
proscribed organisation GKAPQ (a Marxist- 
Lenmist urban guerrilla group,, and nothing to do 
wHti the anarchist ABC|, Me w the ABC are being 
investigated imd the network is in danger of 

having all its promises closed, funds nebod and 
valuable work disrupted, The sarno Judge has 
boon banning organisations and groups left, 
right and centre* even down to the main Basque 
separatist party Herri Batasuna* which meant 
that thousands of Individuals* who then tried 
standing fn local eteciions as independents 
were banned from doing oven that, ABC Spain 
mvo commented: “asC-CNa has never been 
■fbgbi 1 - since we do not need to bo 

acknowledged by our enemy* the stole. As 
anarchists, we are above their lews and 1 what 
the powerful deem legal or illegal* good or 
had.-. We only care about the Judgement made 
by our follow dissidents, the unemployed, the 
rebels, our frjniiiius and frtends. and jn short ail 
inosa who put dignity before anything also and 
those who are against the commercialisation 
and subjection of their lives by a cruel, unfair, 
inhumane system which benefits only the few.*. 

If lighting lor h better world Is terrorism, here 
wo are Mr. Garzon. Anarchy ts unavoidable. And 
repression and realily make us stronger/ 
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ftairtf fah y apa ytfriU t&Ktfkan tfi 
(Karm&o tarhoo epa yang larkookan dee 
Igmbarga) — TWo know what you do in the prison, j 
Kaou iitfalafi ieman mereka. (Kermee erd-ar-Ear 
toyman mflrayfcarj— We are their friends, | 

Papua Mercfeka ! — Free F&puai | 

* 

Zapatista Prison eis There are still some 
Zapatista political prisoners, including Angel 
Concepcio n Perez Gutierrez and Francisco Perei 
Vazquez who were sentenced to 25 years, and j 
Carrillo Vazquez Lopez, sentenced to 9 years. Thus 
is taken from a recent communique; 'We Zapatista r 
political prisoners of La vdj do Cerro Hueco (The 
voice of Cerro Hueco) send spirited greetings to ell ; 
from Tabasco: We political prisoners from Zapatista 
support bases continue resisting, in prison, as do j 
the comrades of tjuere'toro. Wo prisoners in 
Tabasco are indigenous c 1 holes from Chiapas that 



are In o situation el bad conditions. Wc sleep on 
the ground and when It rains we are totally flooded 
with water as is the situation Tor other people in 
other parts of the world, bul In prison It Is much 
worse because we are imprisoned without 
committing any crime and we continue having to 
listen to the federal government Fie that, therg are 
no more Zapatista prisoners, but m Tabasco and 
Quere'taro we are still in prison, resisting." 

Send tenors of Support (preferably In Spanish) 
to; La Vdz do Cur jo Huucrj, Ay Diego Duguelay 
3Et, Barrie El Carrillo, San Cristobal do las 
Casas, Chiapas, Mexico, * 

Email: ailutn vozcerrohuecolgholmail.coni 
Web; www.ch iaoasl ink.ukgatewflv.nei hm an up 
to date list of prisoners. 

Email: chiaoasUftk@Mflnoojnffl 




Writing The best way to start supporting 
prisoners is to actually get in touch with someone j 
inside. This is a vital thing not only to break down 
the isolation created by prison and bridge the gap j 
between those inside end the movement o-uisrde, j 
but also for you to find out what imprisonment is ! 
about and what you can do to help. 

Writing off Eo a stranger might be a daunting 
thing. But remember, it's a person probably not j 
uohke you. Why not just send off a card to start 
with, with some well wishes, a bit about who you 
are, and asking how they are doing. They might not 
reply — maybe they can't afford to ai the moment, 
don't have tho lime or the energy, aren't good at 
writing letters or Just don't want to. It can also j 
happen that your letter got "delayed 1 or 'diverted' — 
but don't give up that easily™ If they do reply you 
will find out a bit more about them, and then you'll 
probably find it easier to respond* You con also ask j 
things like what life is like inside, or whet they plan 
to do when they're out. Whan they write to 
prisoners some people are afraid to talk about j 
their lives or what they are up to, thinking this may 

S 

depress people banged up. especially prisoners 
with long sentences, or that they are not Interested l 
in your life. Although In some cases this may be j 
true, on I he whole a letter is the high point of the 
day for most prisoners. Prison life is dead boring, 
and any news that livens it up, whether it's about 

. 

people they know or not. is generally welcome. 
Especially if you didn't know them borons they went 
to prison, they will want to know about you. what J 
your life is like eic. You might develop a regular 



correspondence in which the writing should come 

sully. 

Or why not pass round cards Eo prisoners at a 
meeting or amongst your friends? Prisoners have 
said that getting cards with lots of greetings from 
different people feels a bit like having nice little 
chats at a party, 

When writing to a prisoner, remember to include 
a return address, also on the envelope. Else clean 
writing paper and envelopes. Don't staff sending 
random things, such as poHhcat newsletters or 
stickers until you know tho prisoner wants these 
things and is allowed to receive them. Be aware 
that some prisoners, especially ones with short 
sentences or good chances of early porote, might 
went to keep their heeds down end not he labelled 
anarchist oven through association. When writing 
to prisoners In tho USA, It's also advisable to avoid 
drawing circled As as they're considered "gang 
symbols' in many prisons and are forbidden. 

It's nice to include a stamped addressed 
envelope if you’re hoping for a reply, or an 
international Reply Coupon (iftCi if you're writing 
abroad — these are available al post offices. Also 
remember that It's almost certain that your 
correspondence will be read by the prison ofticiais- 
So be careful with names, describing actions etc. 
It's best to treat it as if you were talking to 
someone on a tapped phone.. Which doesn't mean 
you need to be paranoid and write cryptic gibberish 
Do be prepared to share a bit and to talk about 
politics and what's happening, to keep the prisoner 
involved in the struggles if they want to, 
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These Things Happen Tool 

in Lincoln Pnson ihe mghis of me 24th one 
2 51. h October 2002 saw. acwntihg to mo 
Prison Service, 'the worst outbreak of violence 
iq nit British prisons since the Btr.mgcways 

■ 

uprising of 1991." Hundreds of thousands or 
pounds worth of damage was caused,. Over 550 \ 

screws and poiice from five counties took m one 
than eight hours to regain controF. surrounding 
the tenets (0 preveni a breakout and declaring 
a no-fly zone overhead. 

Lincoln Prison was 200 Inmates over 
capacity at ihe time, and overcrowding has 
been blamed for the trouble, especially by me 
Prison Service, who ere keen to "deal with ibis' 
by pushing for a nigger security budget, more 
strews end more powers to suppress revolts 
and keep prisoners in line. But it's also the 
general inhumane and oppressive conditions of 
prisons, overcrowded or not, that have Inspired 
and will continue to Inspire resistance and the 
proud tradition ot revolt inside. 

Once you "re In touch with a pr isoner, you will be 
able to find out how better to help then* — they \ 

might ask you to write a letter on their behalf, : 

peftbcipatfi in a day of action or they" H let you know \ 
whet they are allowed to receive in the post {i.e. [ 

msgazi nes/music/books/toi let ries. , . the 

i. 

■restrictions on these vary from prison to prison}. 

E 

Fundraising If there is one thing that all 
prisoners and those on Inal need, it is a large 
amount of financial assistance- Thems legal fees \ 
and paperwork costs when prisoners are involved 
in an appeal or in a trial h and day to day expenses 
such as phonecards,. extra food and postage, all 
from overpriced prison commissaries. Having 
someone on the outside who can accept and take 
cate of money for a prisoner is vital, with the 
prisoner being kept fully informed and In control of 
the money that is raised on their behalf. If you 
warn to send money to a prisoner, It might bo 
boiler not to just send it straight away, as they 
may not be able to receive it (though small postal 
orders to prisoners In trie t)K never seem ip cause 
any problems). Ask the prisoner what the best 
thing to do is, 

Solidarity Actions When anarchist prisoner = 

Nikcs Maziotis was sentenced to 15 years for the : 
attempted bombing of the Greek Ministry of jj 

Development, others committed multitudes of [ 

actions In solidarity with him, Maziotls' sentence 
was reduced from fifteen years to five on appeal \ 
partially because of the threat of continued attacks \ 
should Mazlotls be held captive any longer. (He - 
ended up serving three and a half years and was : 
released last August 2002). This can aiso backfire, i 
though. Free (Jeffrey luers — see prisoner list) was i 



due to Start his trial and some pro pie attacked ll» 
seme tar dealership he was accused of setting fac- 
to, Their communique stated that this was done in 
solidarity with Free and his co-defendant Critter. OF 
course h we can"t really tell whether this had any 
impact on Free's particularly harsh sentencing, but 
it might have. So use your common sense \ 1 

Work an projects that are prisoner-directed 
This can range from projects directed by prisoners 
themselves, such as the Missouri Prison Labour 
Union or Legal Aid projects, for which you can show 
support and/or provide resources or other matengi 
help: to books for prisoners schemes, publishing 
prisoners 4 writings and art. helping prisoners' 
fumilres, or working on campaigns against prison 
building. prison labour or the prison system 
generally. 

Campaign Against Prison Slavery 

Work in prisons has On the whole nothing to do 
with 'gainful activity' or 1 rehabilitation 4 as people 
may think, but is aboui oxpioitaiion and 
punishment. Conditions are poor and beyond the 
roach of Health and Safety inspectors, pay is 
usually around £5 a week For full time work,, If not 
less, and you may as well forget basic employment 
rights or trade union Organising, Prisoners are a 
cheep workforce end more and more companies 
end corporations are striking deals with prison 
governors to employ this slave labour. If prisoners 
refuse to work or are ‘not working hard enough ' B 
they are punished. Prison labour also undermines 
all workers’ pay and conditions. 

The Campaign Against Prison Slavery has been 
recently founded to challenge and end forced 
prison labour, and to expose the companies trial 
exploit it.* 

Campaign Against Prison Slavery c/o The 
Cardigan. 145-143 Cardigan Raud r Leeds ISO 
XLG r UHr Email: ggalnstprlsonslavory^melLcom 

Resources and Contacts 



UK 

ABC Brighton (Anarchist prisoner support) 

PO Bom: 74. Brighton BS1 4ZQ, IW 
Email: 

Wot: tyrjgfiipnai&_*_or& uk 
ABC Bristol 

c/e Rebele, 14 Robertson Rd r Easton. 

Bristol BS5 B/Y. UK 
Email: 

WoO: www.gooottios.oom/hrl stQl a be 

Activists Legal Project (Useful nfermatfon about 
your rights and legal proceedings) 

IBB Chorwofl Street, Oxford 0X4 1BG, UM 
Tel: B18BS 243772 
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etnnU: flc tfvis M*£afjB!£f1. trpc.Qrg 
Wet: w#w, actlyts litigator ojQCbQf&Qb 

4£F50 (Animal Liberation Front Supporter# Croup) 
BCM l±$Q f London WC1N 3KX. UK 

Earth Liberation Prisoners 

BM Box 2407 \ London WClN 3XX r UK ] 

Email: esftbUbpilaonei^holniaiKcom \ 

www-SDfritQffreodom , org, ok \ 

a 

*1 

- 

Have rt (anarchist fret f books to prisoners scheme) 
BM Hnvon. London WClN 3XX m UK. 

iegai defence and Monitoring Croup (LDMG) 
(volunteers for the defence of cMl protest nod 
the right O t pub lie assembly) 

QM Box Haven, London WClN 3XX, UK 
Tel: 020 8245 2930 (24hr anaworphnna) 

Email: idmgmaii^yahoo, co.uk 
Web: wwwS.pkreak .to, uk/ldm^ /Index. oho 

Prisoners' Advice Service (Independent charity 
providing unbiased legal end other advice to 
prisoners and their famines) 

Unit 305, Hatton Square r J6/16 it Baldwins 
Cardens, London EClN 7 f?J, UK 
TeL 020 7405S045 
Email: past$ ti nmmid.co.u h 

Vegan Prisoners Support Group 
PC Box 1S4, Enfield* Middlesex ENl 3HD, UK 

International 

ABC Network (US} 

For an overview of the US ABC Network, and an 
Incredible links page see: 

£ [ 



North American Animal Liberation Front Support 
Croup 

Bax $9897, SB4S Yonge Str Willewdafe . Ontario . 
M2M 4K3, Canada 

North American Earth Liberation Prisoners 
Support Network 

NA-ELP&N, FOB 500S2, Eugene. OR 97408, USA 
Email: matBUfl lMLfia 

Prison Activist Resource Centro 
PQ Bex 339 Berkeley CA 94 701 „ USA 

\ www, orisonactivis i,org/lndex. shtmi 

— 

B 

■ 

US Books to Prisoners Schemes 

: 

Bank* to Prisoners 

\ C/O Lett Bank Books. 92 Pike Street ; Seattle, IV4 
90101, USA 

Books Through Bars 

4722 Baltimore Avenue, Philadelphia. PA 19143, 
IMA 

Prisoner Lit Project 

C/p Bound Together Books . 1369 Haight Street. 
Satt Francisco, CA 94117, USA 

Women's Prisoner Book Project 
} c/a drfse Bookstore. 2441 Lynd&le Avenue S,. 
j Minneapolis, MN 55405, USA 

a 

9 

j Books Through Bam 

! c/o Bluestockings Books r 172 Alien Street, NY r 
\ NY 10002 . USA 



ABC Poznan. Poland (don't write ABC on 
envelope) 

PO Box S, 6&9S6, Poznan 
31, Poland 

Email: reibr&WtrikoS.imet^l 

ABC Argentina 
Email: 



APLAN (Anarchist Prisoners 
Legal Aid Network) 

818 SW 3rd Avenue PMB 
#354. Portland. Oregon 
3 7204 r USA 
Email: 
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OVA ABC Peninsula iborfeo 
Appo 1500, CP: 07009. 
Palma tie Mallorca. Spain 
Email: cnnoei maO rohoo. m 



“White there is a fewer cfass, i am In it, 

White there is a criminal element, i am of it. 
White there is a sou I in prison, t am not free/' 
—Eugene Dobs { 1355-1926 } 
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Jn 1966, the most notorious prisoner In Britain was miraculously sprung from jail. 
George Blake was a British double-agent serving 42 years for spying for the Soviet 
Union, At the time this was the longest jail sentence ever imposed by a British 
court. 

Could help with the escape. It also meant they had 
some knowledge of the layout of the pnson and she 
tevot of security. 

They had experience of covert planning from 
shelf time In the peace movement in the* narijr 
a movement which managed to puli off impressive 
fichons like she Spies for Peace campaign Jn 1963. 
when peace activists Invaded a secret underground 
honker intended for members of ihu government in 
time of nuclear war. The "Spies" siole documents 
from (he shelter and sent them to all major 
nalienai newspapers, revealing for the first lime 
the existence of a national network of these 
■Regional Seats of Government and government 
plans for all-out nuclear war. 

Randle and Pome used their experience of 
direct action In planning the Blake escape. Pal 
Pottle sold, was determined that if I was to get 
involved with the break it should not fail because 
of silty and obvious mistakes... if we were to be 
caught it should not bo the result of Inadequate 
planning." 

While in prison for the Wethersfield actions, Ihey 
had met Slake and also Seem Bourhe (serving 7 



For 22 years the truth of his escape remained a 
secret. Common wisdom held that it must have 
been a professional operation masterminded by 
the KGB, the IRA or even (he British security 
services. However in 1988, two radical peace 
activists revealed that they had rescued Blake from 
prison and smuggled him out of the country to 
Eastern Europe. 

Michael Randle end Pat Pottle were founder 
members of the Committee of 100 anEi-nuclear 
direct action group and describe themselves as 
libertarians and "quasi-anarchists", In 1962 they 
had both been sentenced to 18 months 
imprisonment for conspiracy to organise the 
Committee of 100 demonstrations at the nuclear 
base USAF Wethersfield in Essex. They both had 
first hand experience of prison and it was their 
outrage at the * vicious" sentence Imposed on 
Blake that Jed them to ai tempt to free him. They 
believed the sentence was "unjust" and that 
“ helping him was a decent human response. * 

Being ex-cons in the same prison Blake was in 
not only enabled them to empathise with Blake, 
but also gave them contacts Oh the inside whp 
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ytMfs for sending ^ bomb Id a senior police man k 
who pitted the escape wild them. After their 
release they kept in touch with the two longer-term- 
prifioners and when Sean was staying in A half-way 
house, preparing for release from prison, he made 
contact with Randle and Pottle- He told them that 
Blake hod appealed to hum to help him escape, 
rather than spend the rest of his life in prison. 

When the idee of escape was originally raised, 
Blake suggested that, they contact the Russian 
Embassy tor help. But from the beginning Randle 
and Pottle ruled out. any idea of healing with the 
murderous Soviet Union. It was their liking for 
Slake personally and sympathy for his 4^-year 
H death sentence" which motivated them, as 

Michael Randle said: 'It was to be an entirely 

ynpmfe$slonal--almosL one could say a 09 Y — 
affair." 

Scan Bourke worked out a plan with Kiaku. 
exchanging notes via another inmate whose prison 
job look him belween the pre-release hostel where 
Bourke was., and the long-termers’ Owing where 
Blake was kept. Bourke set up a small network of 
helpers to smuggle things into the prison and 
bought walkie-talkies so they could keep in contact 
even when he was released from prison. He 
smuggled one or these in to Blake* choosing a type 
which could not be picked up by police radios. 

Their plan was as follows: O-biock. where Blake 
was housed, wee the block nearest to one wall of 
the prison. The prison blocks have large gothic 
windows at each end made up of a number of 
smaller panes of glass* divided by cast-iron struts, 
Blake was to make ms exit from the prison landing 
through one of these windows. Removing two of 
the penes of glass and one of the struts would 
make a hole eighteen inches by twelve— Just big 
enough to squeeze through. Blake had made 
himself a. wooden frame of exactly these 
dimensions, which he kept m his cell to practice 
squeezing through. From the window, Blake would 
be able to drop down on to a roof below and from 
there down into the yard* 

The penes of glass were removed from the 
window a couple of days before the day of the 
escape and the iron cross-bar was broken and then 
Stuck back in place with tape, so that it could be 
quickly removed when the time came. 

They planned to make the escape attempt 
between 6 and 7pm on a Saturday evening when 
most of the inmates and staff would be at the 
weekly prison film snow. The only two screws on 
duly were normally watching television in a room 
without a dear line of sight to the window Slake 
would be exiting from. 

Bourke would park a getaway car nearby and 
throw a specialty designed rope ladder (the rungs 
ware ma<ie of size 13 knitting needles— sufficiently 
light to be thrown but still strong enough to hold 



Blake's weight J over the wall at a prearranged 
point. There were security patrols that went round 
the perimeter walls, but Bourke had timed them 
an d reckoned (here was enough of e gap for [tie 
I escape between each circuit they made. 

^ There was a watchman posted in the prison yard 
l who would be able to see the escape, but they 
figured that if they moved quick enough* Blake 
\ could be over the wall before the watchman had a 
: chance to raise the alarm. And even when this did 
■ happen, thay would have a few minutes head-scan 
\ on any pursuing prison officers. 

\ To work out how long it would lake a search 
l party to get round the side of the prison to the 
j point where Blake would be dropping over the wall, 
j Bourke took to jogging around the perimeter of the 
prison every morning, claiming he wanted to gel fit 
[ before release, and timing his run with a stop- 
watch 

Bourkc also mode some dummy runs in the 
f getaway car to work out the timings. On iho day of 
; the escape he fust had to- drive & short distance to 
[ the nearly list they had rented under a false name 
which was to serve a& a safe house. He was 
eventually released from prison and moved into the 
safe house just round the corner from the prison, 

| Michael Randle raised money from friends* 

changed it in banks a couple of times to prevent it 
| bemg traced end Ihen gave it to Bourke to buy a 
[ getaway car (for £651). 

j The day before the escape they went over all 
the plans- then burnt their maps and notes land of 
course the sheets of paper underneath their notes, 
to remove the possibility of impressions being 
traced on underlying pages). 

On the night, tin? escape worn more or Joss io 
plan apart from Blake breaking fils wrist in the 30- 
foot drop down the other side of the prison wall — a 
danger that they had failed to consider In the 
planning. 

The ready co-operation of lots of 'normal' people 
in the escape attempt was a key factor In its 
success. There were many outraged at Blake’s 
clearly politically-motivated sentence who were 
willing to help In small waySn For example. Randle 
and Pottle- managed to find a sympathetic doctor 
who treated Blake's broken wnsl — no questions 
asked. 

B 

Wild speculation began almost immediately after 
; the successful escape — with the newspapers 
reporting that Blake was already out of the country 
and safely In Eastern Europe or that he had been 
spotted on a plane landing in Sydney. 

Blake had lots of supporters in prison who 
sympathised with his predicament and were joyous 
at his escape. The police met with & ^wal! of 
j silence" when they tried to get any Information 
from Blake's fellow prisoners. One lag de&cnbed 
the atmosphere in Worrirwood Scrubs the morning 
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after the escape as being like Chnsinnas Day aftor 
Pother Chrishnas has been." 

The original plan for gelling Blake Out of She 
country was to disguise him by turning him black,. ; 
While hiding out In the safe house r Bloke was \ 

instructed to take a medicine called maladmin, j 

designed for the treatment of vitiligo, a disease \ 

which causes white spots to appear on the skin. \ 
By taking e*tre large closes, and spending time \ 
under a sun lamp, Blake would be able to pass as \ 
an Arab, helped by his knowledge of Arabic B which I 
he had studied in prison. 

Randle and Pottle forged a prescription to get ] 
the large doses of meladmin, destroying the 
equipment used to forge the prescription 
afterwards, and going in disguise to the pharmacy 
to buy it. However, Blake never actually took the 
meladinln because he was worried about Ihe side 
effects— large doses can cause ttwr damage. 

It all started to go wrong when I ho boisterously 
over-confident Sean Bourke became Increasingly 
sketchy, He had talked about getting forged 
passports from 'underworld contacts" but it later = 
turned out he lied no idea how to go about doing j 
this. The meladmin idea and the false passports \ 
were finally abandoned and they settled for \ 

smuggling Blake out of the country instead, ; 

It started to go from bad to worse. Se£n Bourke 
had originally bough! a getaway car in his own \ 

name. When this was discovered he was ordered [ 
to sell the car and buy another one under a false : 
name. j 

But after Blake had been broken out and was ; 
holed up in the Hal they had ranted, it turned out \ 
that Bourke had lied to Randle and Pottle and 
actually used the original; car which was registered 
to him in the escape. This was soon found by the j 
police and identified as the car used in the i 

getaway. 

The "safe' house Bourke had rented for Blake to j 
stay In turned out to be a bedsit with shared 
faculties ant) a landlady who came in to clean once 
;j week— not suitable at all for an escaped convict. 

it later turned out thai unbeknownst to Randle 
end Fottia P Bourke had purposefully endangered | 
the whole project by sending photos of himself to 
the newspapers, phoning the police and telling 
them the whereabouts of the getaway car, and [ 

sending a death threat to the cop he had been ■ 

originally sent to prison for sending a bomb to, \ 

It appears that many of Se£m Bourka's j 

apparently bizarre actions and his bias® attitude to = 
security were driven by a desire for notoriety— a \ 

desire to make a name for himself and then be \ 
able to make some sort of career out of this. This l 
was indeed what he eventually did in a small way \ 
by publishing a book about the escape In 1970 i 
that practically named all the other participants in j 
the escape. 



Duo to I ho discovery of the car and the situation 
with the Hat, Blake was moved through a serm of 
safer houses around London, mostly staying wilh 
friends of Randle and Pfillle’s. This proved to be 
almost as dodgy as staying In Se&n Bourke' s 
bedsit The wife of one friend who agreed tp m 

Eempqrarily shelter Blake fold her analyst all about 
it — because of course the analysis Squires her to 
be completely frank and not lo conceal anyUmng 
from him 1 '. Needless to say Blake was swiftly found 
somewhere else to Stay. 

The police wore looking for 5e£n Bourke 
because of finding the getaway car, so it was 
decided that he should also travel lo the USSR to 
meet up wilh Blake and stay there until he was } 
abre to safely return homo lo Ireland, In order to I 
do this,, Randle and Pol tie had lo forge a 
passport — a process they describe in detail in (heir 
hook (and they provide photos of how to do ill). I 
But the techniques- they describe, using plesilc m 
cement |o mould (he embossing on die corner el 
the photo, have now sadly been outpaced by I 

technology. 9 

However, alter the escape they were able to use 
some of the skills they had learnt for other ends— 9 
forging passports to smuggle American draft 1 

dodgers to Sweden. 1 

It was finally decided lo smuggle Blake out in a 
camper van., Randle and Pottle got a friend wilh 1 
some knowledge of woodwork to build a 1 

compartment Into & camper von. Michael Randle i 

took his family on holiday to East Berlin In the I 

camper van — with Blake hidden underneath. The 
wholesome family and the children in the back, of 
the van, cheerfully sitting on top of the most 
wanted man In Br-lain, easily fooled the few cops 
and customs officers who happened to look in (he 
back ol the van. They never told the children they 
were sitting on top of an escaped spy, end 
managed lo koep the whole thing from them, I 

George Blake was thus successfully delivered to 
East Berlin In December 1966, the conclusion to 
one ol the most successful and most notorious 
prison escapes ever.# 

Source: Hie Bln ho 
Hqw wo 
Freed Georgu 
&iak&—and Why 
by J FWcAhI 
Randfo and 
Pat Pottle 
(Hafmpr 
London, 

1 933) J 
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Definition of a zine: “a small, handmade 
amateur publication done purely out of 
passion, rarefy making a profit or even 
breaking even” — factsheet Five 

Another definition: “Zines are 
publications done for the love of doing 
them, not to make a profit or a 
living." — Zine WcuM; A Reader's Guide 
to the Underground Press 

"Doing this zine is good fun for me, 
and It's my zine so 1 can do what the 
fuck I like anyway."- — The Intro to 
Sexual Chocolate No. 1 

Zines. snort Tor fanzines, have been a means of 
expression and something to occupy yourself with 
for thousands of dissatisfied, bored, creative, 
cynical, enthusiastic, troubled, and passionate 
individuals, Zincs give a voice to the everyday 
anonymous person. The basic idea is that 
someone sits down, writes, collects, draws or edits 
a bunch of stuff they are interested in or care 
deeply about, photocopies or prints up some 
copies of it and distributes it. The zine creating 
process is a direct one. remaining under the 
writer's control at all limes. "Perhaps its 
outstanding facet is that it exists without any 
Outside interference, without any control from 
above, without any censorship, without any 
supervision or manipulation. This is no mere 
formal matter; it goes to the heart of what fanzines 
arc." (The Worfd of Fann/tas by Frcdrlc Wortham. 
1973, p. 71) 

This idea has led to vast networks forming 
across the world of people trading zines. writing for 
each other's zincs, creating resources for lines 
Such as Irbrahes, distributors and review 
collections, and forming an essential part of many 
countercultures. All tills exists outside the 
commercial market; profit and other commercial 
concerns are usually irrelevant, 'As you can see, 
issue W3 of Mo Reason is prO-IOSS and basically 
the principle behind this is that If you make a profit 
or even Just break even then you are a SELL OUT. 
Ka Ha Ha Ha." (No Reason Ho. 3). The non- 
materiat reward is unbridled expression and a 
connection to a larger network of self publishing. 
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The Do-SLYcMjrself ethic holds strongly —mahe your 
own culture instead of just letting, the mainstream 
= load you. participate instead of consume. When we 
j go and make our own culture, If doesn't 
? necessarily mean it's, very good — there's a whole 
j lot of fairly awful zines out There Ml of drtvel— but 
j you can't help but feel inspired by the authenticity 
i and the genuine sincerity that can completely 
j outweigh the dross, 

SaHHPubllsNng has been a common outlet of 
'Ihe people' ever since printing was invented, A 
forerunner of today's zincs can be found In the 
Amateur Press Associations [APA) that emerged In 
j the early 19th century in tho USA as a reaction to 
: the penny press. Amateur writers formed networks 
§ to share their stories in small print runs and 
= without pretensions. An 1875 APA-directory listed 
= over 500 writers. There were separately organised 
: APAs for black and women writers. Another 

j 

forerunner can be located amongst the Science 

j Fiction fan communities in the l93Gs in the USA 

] and the UK. The Idns first communicated via the 

! letters pages of big Sci-fi magazines, and went on 

\ to form club* and share fan fiction and 
■ 

commentary on Sci-fi series. One of the first seif 
; published Scl-fi "fanzines' was The Cornet, printed 
I in 1930 and started by a group called the Science 
; Correspondence Club, lines for comic fans 
[ followed suit. Comics news, commentaries and 
: reviews were also soon complemented by self 
[ published comic books— the forerunner of 
I minitamjcs, still nourishing today. 
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Thcn h the mid-'SQs with aid its political unrest 
sew the growth of alternative nows letters aPI over 
the USA and the UK, Every sc If ‘respecting 
underground scene had some type of access to a 
printing press and would churn out mostly locally 
focused poPltica-i commentary. Many Eaten fed comic 
artists ware involved in this. and carried on 
publishing independent comix (the F x r stands tor > 
rated' and also serves to distinguish thorn from 
mainsiream comics) after all the hippies got jobs. 
The very strict Comics Code had imposed extreme 
restrict ions on the comic industry— no violence* 
sex, drugs, or social relevance basically — and self- 
pub! is hmg stuck two fingers up to the comic 
industry. There were a number of court cases 
against ’obscene' comic artists; these still 
occasionally occur today, even though the Comics 
Code Aychdriiy has tost most of its hold* But* to 
quota Art SpiegoEman (the creator of Msus, and 
flaw, a magazine that revived alternative comics in 
i ho early 1980s); "The flaming promise of 
underground comix had liz/icd into cold glowing 
embers. Underground: Comix bad offered something 
new. Unselfconsciously redefining what comic & 
could be, by smashing formal and stylistic, as well 
a$ cultural and political taboos. Then. somehow, 
what had seemed like a revolution simply deflated 
Into a lifestyle. Underground comix. were 
stereotyped as dealing only with &©x P Dop©, and 
Cheap Thrills, They got stuffed back Into the 
closet, along with bong pipes and love heads, as 
Things Started To Get Uglier/ [Read Yourself flaw. 
1987). The linat CO-Option came when in 1974* 
Marvel comics— America's biggest and dominant 
comics publisher— raunched their Corner Book. 
'underground-Sihe' comics but news stand friendly 
(it only lasted five issues though), 

Ttw punk explosion in the 1970s rediscovered 
these traditions, ignored and misrepresented by 
the mainstream press, punks took it on 
themselves to interview the bands that would 
never over appear in the mainstream music press, 
review ihclr records, and write aboul what punk 

Name That 2tne! 

Trying to come up with a snappy title for your 
zine? well,, anything goes as the following zine 
titles, show*** 

Mr* Pooheadh The Paiindromist {it’s a z)ne 
about palindromes!); Sniffing Behind the 
Gislem; CuOtst Ants Shaft Inherit ihe Earth: 
Gibbering Madness: Goth, Shmoth; 
(Cthyaeiectreanalgesia (it's written by an 
archaeologist^ itchy Bum; Ale Me Me; 

Stfbtir&icide; Kitt Everyone Now; 

Zimmer frameptieup: Adventures of an 
Unemployed Eniomaioglsv, Fist Fucked; Looting 
the Donkey; Notes Rom the Dump, 
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meant to thorn. Punk and hardcore focused 
fanzines still make up a large section of the zincs 
you see Sod ay, but hundreds of thousands of other 
zines have expanded on this. There ere fanzines 
for all other types of music* football* Sci-fi* sports, 
TV series, anything you can think of. There's 
political zines. Personal zines with Artwork, 
biographical stories, rants, Jokes. Fringe culture 
zines — covering topics such as UFOs, serial kiliers, 
conspiracies.,. Health zines. Comic zines. Sex 
zmos. Li car ary and pooby Jtines. Religious ziws. 
Network zines, Prisoner *lne$ P Most zmes though 
end up relucting the writer's divers© interests, and 
provide lots of different combinations of me above 
and more. 

The decline in the cos! of PCs, the proliferation 
of photocopiers and cheaper printing costs have 
contributed to zines looking more diverse than 
ever, though many stick to the traditional messy 
cut ©nd paste — the mom unreadable, the more 
punk! To be fair, cut and past© teotmlquw still 
produce some of the most memorable and 
Interesting, artistic layouts. And some zlae writers 
are almost perfectionist in their hand- pasted 
layout, "I'd forgotten how much I change my mind 
and how much I want my own photocopier. The 
bloke at the newsagents must think ran some kind 
of xeroxaddict, in there 3 times daily for weeks,., 
guess 1 am,., there's something compelling about 
no! gelling it right the iirst lime." ( Names Have 
Been Changed fllj 

Zines are usually distributed on a smallish 
scale, Renews In other publications and word of 
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nimjEh among /ino readers can got direct orders, 
other distribution paints Include lode pendent 
mailorder lists and dislros, gigs, conventions and 
some shops, Ban-er is common, publications are 
often swapped (even if you don't know what kind o i 
Crap you'll end up with). Qurte d faw zincs are free 
to prisoners 

'Will you buy my fanzine? NOf Will you buy my 
eomre? NOI Will you buy my tape? NO I Will you be 
my friend? FUCK OFF! Fanzine nerd, fanzine nerd, 
I've never ever had a bird,,." (from the song 
'Fanzine Nerd" by Anal Beards 

A zinc writer is usually not trying to be the neat 
Hemi ngway, or I he next Bi ll Gates, or even the nest 
middle manager. The opposite Is ofleri the ease — 
zincs celebrate being outside the mainstream, 
being a geek, having odd passions, resisting 
aulhpriiy, “They celebrate the evcrypcrson in a 
world ot celebrity, losers in a society that rewards 
the best and brightest- F (Natan from the 
Underground Slepben Duneombo, 1997 , p, 2), A 
complete msslil in society can sit down and share 
ihclr otherwise Ignored thoughts in relative 
freedom. It doesn't even need to pass an editor. 
And through zmes they can find a community of 
people who will cell Ihemseives losers, outcasts 
and marginalised wilh pride [though you do get 
arrogant overly self-confident tossers desperately 
trying to be the cool ones too, as you do 
anywhere). There's zines devoted to libraries, 
charily shopping, '70s TV shows and roteplaytng, In 
which the writers present thecr passions with pndc 
and shamelessly obsess about the oddest things. 
And there are zincs that contain personal writing 
mat lays it all bare and present the writer with all 
their weaknesses. 

The emphasis in lines is usually a personal 
one. Even in a zine with no personal writing, the 
edltor/wrhers personality can shine tnrough. This 
also means that politics can bo discussed in a 
non academic, unpretentious way. “Zmes should 
also act as a catalyst for Individual thought and 
change. Your views os an Individual are just as 
important as any politician's... It is up to us. if we 
want to challenge the staid, capitalist, dogmallc 
way of looking at things, to voice our own opinions 
and spread our knowledge and ideas ourselves, 
end by doing £lnes r reading, research log, talking to 
others. going on actions, having fun. We can all 
participate! It's up to usf" (Altitude Problem #32) 

Zine writers will research and share information, 
call for action or just relate ihclr stories, thoughts 
and feelings on the wand — and listening to 
someone who doesn't think they're an expert or 
Authority figure can be very refreshing. 

Any typo of rebellion will find itself being co- 
opted Into the mainstream and surpnse. surpass 
i ms has happened to zines too, in ihe USA in the 
early ’90s the media ^discovered 1 zines and 



moccuroto and overly hyped articles started 
appearing everywhere, saying 'to ok at our cute 
angry youth and their quirky zmes - -and how do we 

get intothi^ market?' ‘Alternative became a 
marketing term and some corporations started 
making their advertising resemble 'zines'., or even 
replacing their advertising with zines, since then 
"the kids' could density with them. 

The struggle to be 'down with the kids' can also 
backfire though: a zinestor amused herself with 
feeding a Naw York Times reporter made-up 
expressions for a "Grunge Lexicon' they were doing 
{e.g. "swinging on the HUppity-flop" and "cob 
nobbier"). And it has also resulted in even more 
alienation with the mainstream amongst many 
* masters, who can gel quite lost In debates on 
how to not 4 sell put" In the desperate bid to protect 
the underground ihey've created. 

The last few years have seen a noticeable 
decline in zincs in the UK. The print runs are 
getting smoker, long-running zines are calling it a 
day, distribution is m ore difficult, ffs not easy to 
pinpoint what's causing this. Some say It's due to 
the emergence of e-zines (i.e. zines on the 
Internet)* some say the popularity and 
author! tall veness of big name and circulation zines 
are stopping kids shop around the zine networks, 
some say the whole zine network's just 
floundering. Who knows, but it definitely is a 
shame to give up on printed seifnexprossion and all 
the fun that Is zines. 

“S/wJa was the first giri fanzine f ever saw and 
it was so important, so explosive, so secret, 
something I could do. It was a way to explore 
these things we tried to hide or hide behind, a 
f o * urn for public discourse that we could control 
and define * (Doris #16) 

You don't fust read a zine. You read a zine, and 
contribute and then participate yourself, either by 
corresponding, with Ihc zine writer or by making 
your own zinc or by creating some other link In a 
counterculture. Not replicating the passive, 
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REINCARNATION . Imposa.ble 

BIGFOOT . Bigloot my 

From Mfndtifatfi 



com more ia\ consumer culture that dominates our 
world. Breaking through ihe barriers this world 
erects between us, end letting our passions and 
desires be known and felt.* 



Zlne Contacts 



Oistfos B Review Zlfies, Websites, Listings — 
those arc all places to get started on your search 
for lines. Remember when you write to include an 
SAE (stomped addressed envelope— though acso- 
remember you can t use for example US stamps in 
the UK. send International Reply Coupons Instead |l 
A ctive Distribution, BM Active, London WC1N 
3XX. UK- Email: tontfactlvedl stributron.org (big 
punk anarchist record, zme and book distro. also 
do wholesale) 

Bald Cactus Distribution, PO Box HP171, Leeds 
LS6 DtX, UK, Email: andv^baldcactusJsnctxo.uK 
(music, -and lots of zines and pamphlets) 

Bypass, PO Box 2927, Brighton BNi 3SX, UK. 
Email- fagflfts ^bedsn.f sneE.ca . uk . www. by oa ss- 
zine.co.uk (long running UK review zine) 

Death Wish Distribution, 39 5i audit Road„ 
ThlrSkp North Vbrks YQ7 1QH, UK. Email: 
sm ail &ailof@anolh&r.co,uk (zine distro— lots of 
good stuff) 

Echo Zine Distro, PO Box 11102, Shorewood 
Wl 53211, USA. Email! 

w w wit w s x o ni/cch^z m cdiatf o (committed zine 
distro, wide variety) 

Flat Earth Records and Distribution, 145-149 



Cardigan Road- Leeds LS6 1 U< UK + Email:: 
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latear 1ft A ree-onl ine. co.uh Web: 
www.natear ttL froe-Qnjino.CQ.iA Imosily hardcore 
records, somo zines) 

Flolllne-lmperlum. c/o M99. Mdfileirffelsl.r t 99 a 
10997 Berlin, Germany, Email: 

Hailing impenum@hotmail.com (zine and book 
distro based in Germany, lots of English stuff too; 

Microcosm Publishing, PO Box 14332, 

Portland, OR 97293 0332, USA. Web: 

bti fiHi fl L ca m Wiv distro, lots of 

zines, with good descriptions) 

Moffienmuffel Mailorder, FQ Bo* 74, Brighton 
BNI 420, UK. Email: hatchoofi 3-g^ ahoo.co.uk fzine 
and pamphlet distro) 

Pander Zine Distro, PO Box 582142, 
Minneapolis MN 55453-2142, USA, Web: 
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ftwv/.pantief juicdiatro.com tgjri orientated jme 
distro) 

Pin In Word* Distribution. PO Box 381. 
Huddersfield HOl 3xx. OK. Email: 
DlaJnwordJg MoinnaH .com (anarchist pamphlets, lots 
of prisoner writings, some boohs and benefit 
merchandise) 1 

South Chicago ABC DEstro (for address see 
Anthony Rayson interview, big zine distro with rots 
of prisoner writings) 1 

Stickflgurc Distro, PD Box 55462, Atlanta, GA 
303QB, USA. Web: 

www. si icKfieu red is t ro .com /zines /mailorder (Jots Of 
zines, books, also a record shop) 

Synthesis Distro, (for address see Laura 
Synthesis interview, line distro) 

Tot nl Annihilation Distro, Evan, PO Box 298, 
Sheffield SO 5XT, UK, Email: 1 

WWW flnarchopunh.friftaKln1lnaJ0.uk/bitter. hum 
(punk and hardcore zines, a free review min fzine 
also available) 

Z/nff WWd; A Reader's Guide to tho 
Underground Press. PO Box 3301 56 1 
Murfreesboro TN 37133 0156, USA. (big teview 
zine, No, 1? was 63 pages and cost $4) 

More Websites 

WWW, piscescatalggxom (mainly women 
orientated distro with zines. handmade crafts and 
novelties! ) 

www.bfrr-online.com (mailorder and resource site 
mainly for "speculative fiction’ small press, e.g- Sci- 
fi etc.) 

www. worf d wideounh .com /distro. Mtml (big list of 
punk distro* plus links ro zme reviews, Mines) 
www.zinebook.com (tots of resources— archives, 
links to review siles, distros, interviews, how to 
distribute etc.) 

WjMa.afiflgltiFe.cQnViine/aiiyhidStJiatfP If w 

dtstro run by a IS y&ar old Jflne editor in Oklahoma) 
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1 , Please introduce yourself, who you are 4 what you do T and why you do a zm@+ 



Anthony Rays or from Thought Bombs, USA: 

Tm a 47 year old anarchist, activist organiser, 
zine writer, editor and distributor. My bistro, South 
Chicago Anarchist Black Cross Zine Distro, has 
about 250 titles available now. So i"m very focused 
on lines as a meins to spread education and 
agitation. 

Butch Regala from fief In Touch, Philippines: 

I do (he zine together with some other people or 
should I say my collective buddies Or dose frtends 
that share the same thoughts, dedication, ideas, 
beliefs, and a lot more.,, but 1 don't mean literally 
okay? I These are just my personal thoughts. I’m 
21 years old. still studying in college. And I'm still 
living with my parents, though Tm loo old to be 
doing that. And seriously, Tm just an ordinal y 
Fill pi no guy. And there isn't much inte resting about 
my personal activities at all. 

With the iine, we just want to help the local DlY 
scene/cpmmumiy here. And write something, 
share thoughts. And the great thing about making 
the zine is all my close friends 1 now made through 
making the zine or being involved with the local 
scene here and abroad, and l"m very happy about 
that. 

Shawn OlUtM front Tan foot flute, USA: 

I’ffl 26 years old and currently living in For Hand, 
Oregon, on mo West Coast of the US. I primarily 
work on two different comic-zine projects, under 
the umbrella title of 'TFFt Industries". The first Is 
ceiled! Ten Foot flute and H"$ my own personal! 
comic that I've been working on since late '96, The 
other comic is caned M&g&fn inoustfy and It is an 
aJi^ompiiation anthology, 

l! r ve also submitted several comics, illustrations, 
and covers for various publications over the last 
few years. Bui of course, none of this pays the 
bins so I have to work a dead-end day job (nothing 
worth notings I also volunteer at the Independent 
Publishing Resource Center which is great 
volunteer run organisation that provides the tools 
for people to maka zines. 

Leo from fleae-on fa ffe/teve, UK; 

RiB is a loose casual 1 collective formed In the 
winter of 2000. The notion that we should do a 
2 ine which focused on the various aspects of the 
Oi Y element jn punk, promoting practical 
alternatives to Ideas, media, economics, iMng and 
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art was soon agreed upon and the goal was to 
: offer 'the kids" a lime bit of insight into "who P 
what, where, when, how 1 the scene runs.. Having 
"old timers" on board meant an abundance of 
! contacts were made available for distribution, 

: advertising, contribution and being taken seriously 
in the early days of the zine. Over a year rater, the 
I zine ploughs on B providing plenty of scope into 
r areas often overlooked by other zines and punks Jn 
i general, 

Jesse from Stay fiofd JesBO, Stay Gate, USA: 

j I'm a 20 year old living in Mid-West America. I 
go to school end work at an after school 
programme for youth, I've been doing my zJne for 3 
: years and am on issue #7, Doing a zine gives me 
a voice, and a lot of mail In my PO Boa, 

Laura Wlrtz from Synthnste, UK: 

I'm currently 27 years old and a research 
j student Jn the Sociology department ol Goldsmiths 
\ College; the famous haven of radicals and artists, t 
ateo shelve books Jn the library to pay my 
j expansive London rent. 

My lifestyle is pretty typical far a London 

■ anarchist type: vegan* cyclist, activist. I am also 
\ part of the collective that is setting up the 

i autonomous centre 'Emmaz\ I started doing 
j Synthesis zine when i was 20 because I wanted to 
i be more involved In the underground scene and 

■ writing for me is easier than music.. > if R have a 
bee in my bonnet the zine is a focus for expressing 

= and exploring the issue. 
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2, What does your zinc focus on? What does It moan to you? 



Anthony Rnysun from Thought Bombs, USA: 

My main focus gravi tales io prison issues, but 1 
really try to cover many, many situations and give 
them an anarchist explanation and critique. I try to 
pre sent what I in ink are the talented writers an d 
artists In the underground,, who ere quite often 
incarcerated in the nation's hideous gulag empire. 
This information is, very important an d is basically 
Censored by the authorities and working closely 
with prisoners with a powerful message 
necessitates this type of medium (lines). No one 
else will touch this information in such a 
comprehensive, brutal ly real manner, and dealing 
with ongoing situations, The new techniques used 
inside- morph to the general papulation — those of 
us on the 'outs 1 in minimal security. Just today, (he 
government placed? the entire population vaguely on 
mign alert J for the second lime in a month. Sounds 
like the routine ‘lockdown' so many prisoners have 
faced in these last few years. 

Butch Regain from Get in Touoh, Philippines: 

Actually at first we just wanted to start a 
fanzine „ and honestly, it's a typical hardcore 
oriented zine. with very usuaF stuff like interviews, 
reviews* columns etc. Bui the learning process 
issue by issue made it a tittle more serious and 
matured. And frankly the ideals wg have change 
every once in a while from when you start 
something, like a zine, Yeah* like you're- getting 
sick and bred of the same shit all ihe time. So the 
learning process is your everyday life encounters, 
Your ideas ere getting more concrete, and the 
environment I have here is the main reason. It 
gives me a lot of awareness and thoughts aboul 
Everything you read and experience not being 
permanent. The zine means a lot to me you know, 
basically this Is D1Y in all aspects. But anyone 
could do what we are doing, if the mainstream has 
Eheir own* we have our punk and DiY media that's 
kicking. Personally It Is a g^eal outlel to 
communicate and reach people locally and abroad. 
I've made a lot of contacts through It, 

Shawn Bran ton from Tea Foof flute. USA: 

I've wanted to be a cartoonist from ihe time l 
could escape the crib. But to be a fc pro J cartoonist 
means working for a big. lifeless company drawing 
Superhero drivel. In the mid^BDs I came across the 
mini-comic community and it inspired me to work 
on a comic. Since then I haven't realty thought 
much about the "why' 1 do a comic zine* I've just 
thought about doing it, 1 don't think my comic has 
much of a real focus, just basically whatever i felt 
like drawing about, in the beginning, l concentrated 
more on humour and tried to develop some 
fictional characters. Over the years* I’ve brought In 
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more personal stones, but still kept the humour in 
as well, I've never had much success with creating 
characters and making long stones* so l probably 
won't be doing much of that soon, } 



Loo from Rojuboh to itelte™. UVU 

The aim of the line is lb focus on the 
‘mechanics" and goings on of the European oiy 
network. However it seems to have gone beyond i 
those borders and become an increasingly 
international and political publication* l have always 
believed that the nature of punk is that it's created 
and evolves by those involved In It* and that is just 
what the line is about, hopefully Inspiring and 
informing people of alternatives in reasoning, 
thinking, "news*, economics, music, travel, getting 
stuff done etc. On a more personal level. Ihe £me 
means lots of hard work, dull seemingly endless 
meetings with week lea. cheap biscuits and Sued 
and Kiivo arguing about nothing. There are some 
pretty good perks to the job, such as praise from 
readers and pFenty of free records and lines to 
review which at the end of the day does make It atl 
seem a lot more fun and worthwhile. 



iotfto from Stmy fluid J osso, Stay fiafrt, USA: 

My 2ine focuses on personal stories and 
reflections on life* organising, Monde and society. 



Laura WSrtz from Synthesis. UK: 

Issue 3 was when my zine look on a distinct 
personality. The articles tend to have n slrongjy 
! feminist point of view. Each issue has some sort of 
: critique of some aspect of the straight edge scene., 
: and there are one or two spoof pages. Up to now l 
j have had zine reviews bul the next issue will be 
review-free. Wnth Synthesis \ wanted to provide an 
: interesting, fun* Intelligent, inspiring zine that 
j encourages people to engage with radical politics, 
j feminism, veganism and the other things 1 like. My 
: zine has put me in contact with dozens of people 
l all over the world including some of my mosl 
| beloved friends, Mosl of alE my zine gives me 
another way of engaging wiih people. 



3C4/^o or 1L 





3. What's so great shout zincs? Any shortcomings? 




subscriptions department. Where else in this day 
end age win you find mat direct connection lu 
someone via their art? Gut since zines era an 
underground media, unless you know where to look 
they can be very difficult to find. 

Leo from fleasan tv £eMeve r UK: 

Zincs anew the reader to dose off and hopefully 
discover, learn, think and evaluate about stuff for 
at lease a short while in otherwise hectic lives, rve 
always been Into ihe promotion of ideas and 
learning, the expansion of the mind, especially if 
it’s done from an Individual perspective and not 
being enforced by some half- willed authority figure 
(ilka a teacher). 

Zines also act as important periodicals and 
resources which provide a (aster to events and life 
in a certain age. Shortcomings are the fact that 
they J ro sometimes a lolal waste of paper. Another 
thing l hate Is that they cost money to 
produce/d i sErabuC e/co Heel etc. 

/esse from St&y BoM Seise# Stay tfofd. USA’ 

Zines are a gyeal source of independent 
Information and opinions. There is such a diversity 
in the line world. The probFems come from Elmited 
advance, bad layout and mmdfess production that 
keep ideas isolated. 

Laura Wirt? from Synifresfe, UK: 

Zincs give us much of the social:, political and 
community aspects of the underground and ensure 
we are a network and not jiust a music audience. 
However sometimes the people who write in zines 
can become something of an elite m themselves 
much like (he people who play in a band. 



Anthony Ray son from Thought Bombs, USA: 

Zines are great because you can concentrate 
ihu information about a certain situation or 
hammer away at il in as many intense pages as 
you want. Many things can be covered, contacts 
can be spread., peopFe— especially prisoners — can 
be kept relatively informed about rapidly changing 
developments. It really helps connect, inspire, 
empower, inform and motivate people to organise 
harder, with more purpose , more connectedness to 
others. The bad thing? Like almost everything else 
that's important, people ignore and dismiss them 
to a great extent. The ocean of bad dries hides the 
genuine and purposeful underground. 



Butch Refill ei from Cuff in Touch, Philippi nun; 

Weili It's i ho absolute alternative reading 
material lor the hardcore/punk and counterculture 
in general, for people that have (ho same 
interests. Gut wo alt know that zines are the best 
way to reach people and communicate with each 
other,., it is a tool to express feelings and ideas 
regardless of who and where they came from, it's 
a whole world in a our hands,.. And it is a source 
for Interested people to gel in touch with other 
guys/gals from around the globe. Zines are Ihe few 
remaining reading materials that {font have 
censorship and you can express anything you 
wanted to in... you can write whatever you want 
and react to this bastardised society we have. But 
yeah, this is only my personal opinion coz everyone 
has different ideas regarding this.,. 



Shawn Gran ton from Ten Foot Rirtv, USA: 

1 think the greatest thing about zines is the 
personal, QIY aspect of It. When you order a line in 
the mail, you’ll 
receive something 
l hat was crafted by 
pne person with 
that one person’s 
unique world- 
vision, There were 
no marketing 
reports or strategy 
teams going into it 
To tap that off,, 
that one person 
has personally pul 
their zlner into an 
envelope and sent 
It off to you. It 
wasn't anything 
processed by a 
computer In a 
magazine's 
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4. What do you think Is the political relevance of zlnes? 



Anthony Rnyson fnjrn TTiou^hf Bombs, USA; 

Zlnes are the only means of expression 
prisoners- neve — and high school kids- — and 
punks — and students — and mental patients— kids 
in Indonesia— you name it. The most inclusive, 
current and informed political analysis is to be 
found in zines. I even use zines and Oiv ethics. cut 
and paste, 10 fight the state of Illinois over a 
hideous airport in my area. The very practicality of 
Zines has enormous potential to distribute 
powerful arguments about ongoing struggles for 
any and all groups r but >t lakes dedicated 
hardworking zlnesifirs TO do it. 

Butch Regain from Gdt An Touch, Phi Up pi nos: 

Zings ore the medium of the underground 
community or the punk/herdeora geene. It's to 
countgr mainstream magazines, which I think 
misinterpret people. Our zinc doesn't hove that 
direct political approach. But you have complete 
control of everything in ft. For example In a big 
magazine you're pressured to do things gnd work 
your oss off because you are being paid to do that 
and you know It is intended to fool and make big 
cash. In a small publication like ours it's more of 
our personal thing, which no one forcing you to do. 
You work for it cause you love it and have a big 



heart and dedication Tor what you're doing and 
your dove and passion la [here, 

_ 

■ 

Shawn Gmntan from Ton FoOf Ruht. USA; 

J think the nature of creating a zine is inherently 

■ "vj 

political, if you look at it from the perspective of 

\ tho traditional power structure. Even though 

l "democracy" plays lip service to giving people a 

\ voice, that usually doesn't happen, since you need 

i money to get what you say out there. Doing a zme 

\ allows you to have your say without having to 

spend loads of money, so opinions that were 

\ generally ignored in the mainstream have a wSy 0 ( 

i getting out there. 

. 

a 

i Loo from Reason to Bulla va r UK: 

. 

The political; relevance of zincs becomes 
\ apparent when you realise that they 're D 4 V, thus 
i immediately posing a throat to the system, simply 
because It"* 'us 1 creating the media and not some 
\ overpaid journalist conjuring up half truths in the 
j Interest of some fucker in a Suit, At RW we d like 
\ to have on open forum for people to contribute 
I their own news/opiraions and hopefully provide an 
■; sitemetive to the biased, commercially -led 
mainstream. 




Jesse from Stay Gold 
Stay Gold* USA: 

Zinas could be 
politically challenging 
because of their 
autonomy, although I 
think m&ny tines only 
appeal lo small 
numbers of people 
which limits their ability. 

Laura Wlrtz from 
Synt/ws/i, UK: 

Much of our political 
dialogue lakes place In 
and is documented by 
zines and zincs can 
also be a force for 
change when the 
writers use them as a 
place for campaigning. 
Fur example, [tty article 



. , . counterculture, life, passion 






on Nesitu In issue 4 
brought the issue to 
many, many people for 
the first lime and 
encouraged mere 
people to take up ihe 
boycott. 



3 C 6 /DO or Die/iio. 10 




5. What generally impresses you in a zine? 




Art toy prisoner Todd Hyung Roc TarsetSi from Thought Bombs. 



Anthony Raynon from Thought 
Bnmbs r USA; 

j am Impressed with the 
combination of powerfully written 
material juxtaposed with meaningful 
artwork and graphics. I've been 
convinced toy tremendous underground 
[prisoner) artists how Irnporiaot it is 
to combine the two. Favourite zines? 

Welt, my own. vainly enough, i adore 
Sean Lamtoer Vs lines, Thoy re like ±0 
.zines in one. The punx nearby now 
named Slaughter Attack do some wild 
zines, S think Cyanide is a classic 
feminist line, Zofe Agona A/ama and 
Glenn Wright do bnautrful lines, Ron 
Campbell wrote excellently for his 
iim, Constipation t and i Ihmk Todd 
iNyung-Rae) TarsolN is the most 
talented political artist around. These 
guys are all prisoners. 

Butch Regale from Get Jit Touch, 

Philip pi nest 

Nowadays I'm very Impressed toy persona! 
writing in zines or sharing personal ideas, 
experiences and thoughts. E love to read shout 
tours, vacations, personal experiences, hfe™ elc, It 
really interests me now when, the writer writes like 
s/he is talking with the person reading it. like 
you're talking face to face. I can't really deal with 
the more serious or those "politically correct' zines, 
Coj mostly the things I read in them are very 
different from the situation we have here. And 
those political and activist lines are based on the 
situation In America of Europe which i don't have a 
prototem with, okay I Rut people in places like ours 
are more aware than those armchair revolution 
types of surviving everyday life end doollog with it. 
Sorry Out it's better to toe honest here..,. 

Shfiwfl Grantor from Ten Foot Ruto. USA: 

Basically, good end interesting writing, i know a 
lot of people are putting emphasis on ‘production 
value" these days, and are really concerned with 
making their utie look fancy, tout if there's no good 
writing inside, then what's the point? I like it when 
people write either about things IhaE interest them 
or talk about their experiences in an engaging, 
passionate way- i hats it when people do a "toy the 
numbers' zme and fill It up with things that can toe 
found in a tel of other zines, either because of e 
lack of creativity or because they figure that’s what 
people want to see. A zine should toe a work of 
passion of the person that created II, not 
something done out of obligation or to earn them 
'scene points*. 



Leo from Reason to fleffera, UK: 

It doesn't matter how glossy or well-produced 
j your zinc is, if its form doesn't follow its function 
[ it's lost out. Quite often it's the personal touches, 

I opinions, and human element that 1 like most, as 
[ wen as the sense of support and sharing that 
I comes with them, Vm not a fan of ouetpereonal, 

I seif Indulgent rants, cry baby emotional tales of 
woo or raving fanatism in zines. nor in real life for 
j that matter However, getting tc read scene 
reports from far off places, reviews, inspiring, 
layouts and pictures, practical ideas etc. is what 
[ mates lines appealing to me. 

Jesse from Stay Qofd loiso, Stay G old. USA: 

Good writing or good layout Is what I look for in 
a zine. Comix ore great. My favourites are Phoenix 
was a Mistake, Scam, Assassin and the Whiner, 
Scenery Robots:! HunwnsjQ, Gometbus, Slug and 
Lettuce and Two Tears in a Bucket Mother Fuck it 
l line. 

j Laura Wirtz from Synthesis, UKt 

j Mike to see good writing and 1 like to see it laid 
i out well and attractively since this makes people 
! more likely to read and take in what is being said. I 
j love to see good feminist pieces that are Jacking in 
\ cliches end political articles that come from 
j people's personal experience. The women's issues 
i of Heart Attack were pretty good. All these zines 
are toy women: a London riot grrrt zine called Bitter 
! Strawberries, Morgenmuffel, Fucktooth and 
Personality Liberation Front 
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6. Who do you reckon rends your zfne? Do you get a lot of feedback? 



Anthony Rnysnn from Thought Bombs. USA: 

A lot Of prh$oner$ fund my Ztflff, AS WON 3S j 

other anarchists, underground publications, my = 
friends and relatives and a few random people I j 
give It to here and there, I try lo get them spread 
out as much as possible, stocked in jnfoshops [ 
around the world and make them available free to 
prisoners, l do gel lots of feedback. I get letters E 
and zincs Irom. oil over the world, 1 spend a lot of 
my time in serious letter writing correspondence,, 
most deeply with conscious prisoner writers and ■ 
activists. 

■ 

■ 

Butch Re jin hi from Got to Touch* Philippines: 

Anyone could road It and could get it,., but 
yeah, wo know it's more based on the punk/ \ 

hardcore community. The zinc isn't Just for the : 
punks though. It's for anyone with the interest and 
passion to share feelings and ideas with. We've 
received positive criticism. Of course there $ 
always the negative ones and wo really love to : 
receive criticism like that co* we could Improve 
something. 

Criticism gives us fuel to continue the zine. and 
kick it as hard as we can, as long as we all have 




a veWfi 




FrofTl fhr Ai-hif^ri the if*. lO 



the dosiro and drive to conhnuo sharing what we 
think (mans something. 



Shawn Qrnnton from foe Foot Rule, USA: 

While t get my loir share of alternative comic- 
book Ians reading niy stuff, I think most of the 
audience I have is the zine community- One thing 1 
hnd interesting is the amount of women who read 
my comics. When thinking about It in zine world 
terms, it's not surprising, because there are loads 
of women making and reading zines (and quite a 
few doing comics too?)_ But if you think about it in 
comics world terms, that's amazing, 

Loo Irom Re&&an to BeUfow, UK; 

l don't mind who reads the zine, out I d be 
stoked if people's parents read it. In a way, that 
explains why the layout and whole 'took" of RiB is 
sort of ' access iole\ The aim is to allow It not to be 
categorised or pigeonholed Into any punk genre, 
and I don't care who reads it as long as (hoy don ! 
come got me in the middle of the night- As lor as 
feedback goes, ft all seems to hi; pretty positive. 
Gul most people who have negative things to say, 
won t, mamiy out of guiiossness. 



Jesse from Stay Gufd Jus$v. Stay Goid, USA: 

I'd say my zine pretty much stays in the 
punk/ hardcore scene, and maybe goes out in to 
radical circles because of what t write about. 



■Laura Wlrtz from Synthv^li. UK: 

Most ol my readers are hardcore kids/punks, 
some are riot grrds, some are general feminists, 
some are non- punk anarchists, some arc non-punk 
friends of mine. I do get a great deal oi feedback, 
usually by tetter- Best of all Is when it is a young 
woman who has felt Inspired or empowered or 
when It is a young man who has started m 
question his own sexism. 
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7. Any advice on entering the world of zincs? 



Anthony Ray son from Thought &Qht bs, USA; 

I suggest that people ask people who have done 
lines how lo get started. I have an outline that I'd 
be glad to mail about winemaking. Like everything 
else, the biggest part is getting off the dime and 
doing it. 

Botch Regiila from Gef m Touch, Philippines: 

Do it and he yourself. Try to be hones! with 
everything you write and talk about , If you have just 
started making the line please don't be bothered 
by or think too much about negative criticism. You 
know fet p s normal for people to talk too much even 
though they don't know you well, and ! guess they 
don't have the right to question ond CfffldM 
everything you do. 

If you are Into rested, get in touch, t would love 
to help anyone who's really interested in 
corresponding with us* 

Shawn Grantor from Ton foot Rule. USA: 

Make sura that you write about the things you 
want to write about, and can write about them with 
enthusiasm. Look to olher zines as inspiration, but 
not necessarily as a blueprint, Read as many zines 
as you Can and don't slop reading boohs either. 
Don't be afraid to ask other zmesters for ■advice- 
Don't worry about your first zine sucking because 
it's a learning experience, and you'll get better as 
you do mote. And don't forget to have funl 

Leo from Reason to Ballovo, UK: 

Keep it simple. Keep it original. Give credit 
where credit ts due, Do what you want and not 
what you think others warn you to do. Keep the 
self righteousness to a minimum, Try to be both 
objective and subjective at the same time. Keep 
going. 

Jesse from Stay Gofd Josic. Stay Gold, USA; 

My tips on entering zme world are make sure 
you hove a good layout and good printing, Moke 
sure people can read your writing, cos otherwise 
it's 5 waste of paper. Don’t rush yourself. Good 
writing may take a while, try to scam free copies, 
but don't overuse your hook-ups cos kids can lose 
their Jobs-r For real! 

Laura WirLr from Syntheses, UK: 

Read good zines and lake account of what is 
good about them. Print zines cheaply and on 
recycled paper. Distribute them at gigs and other 
events as well as through the post. Trade with 
olher zing editors and keep hack or your £■ ne- 
tffldlng network. 



1 Contacts 

Thought Bombs t South Chicago ARC Dfetrp. PQ 
\ Box 721 , Homawood. $L 60430 . USA 
i Entail: arttltonyfDySOn&^QiniflSlsQm 

Web: h ftp; / /memb er s. noem. com /thou Eiibombi/ 
Web: http: //me mt>ers, noofn.com/ S T A N T>/. 

I, 

Get In Touch or bettor known now as ihE 
\ cOnspiRncy. PQ BOJt 3 9QO. CPO Manila 1 000, 
Philippine* 

Entail: gttlnWiiC flKAX^t±shQjP.SQIT} 

Ten Foot Role. TFR Industrie*, 3719 S E 
■ Howl homo Btvd. # 2 - 43 , Port lend . Oregon 972 X 4 , 
USA 

EmnJt: fluwnttw 'frolnfall.CQm 

I 

Roasott to Balleye. c/p 145-149 Cortflgsm Rami* 

I Loads LS6 1U UK 

j Email: rt hzlmGvirhQO'Cmi 

Stay Gold Jesse, S fay Gold. 845 Missouri, 
i Lawroncot Kansas, USA 
\ Email: gold /out Qtn 

L 

| -Syntfieste. PO Box 23272, Louden SE14 6XD. UH 
§ Email: MMttMteftlB a com 
I Web: title; //c onnect, io/zynifrosls 
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The Battle of SuafUe 




The Battle of Seattle 

The New Challenge to Capitalist Globalization 

Edited by Eddie Yuen p George Katsiaflcas and Daniel Burton Rose 

{Soft Skull Press, 2001) 

Pa per back /394pp/£ll. 99/ 1 SB N 1 887128 66 2 

For ihat reason alone. this book would matter 
evd?n |f every Single participant talked total crap, 
(thankfully not the case.) Activist s< even when they 



Do we need more prattle about Seattle? While 
the British media have taken lo writing ub oli as an 
extremist clique, in America (at least up to 
September 11th) there's been a mountain of 
books ell clamouring to explain the significance of 
Seattle, reveal to its participants why they did It 
and tell them whore they should go from here. 
Deluged by praise, buried under condemnation, 
what’s the difference? Either way you're buried 
under words not your own, 

This book's on exception because its written by 
some activists l hem selves. Opposition to the World 
Trade Organisation (if not always capital itself) is 
largely assumed: the battle of the title is more 
between the adherents of different tactics. Like an 
Amencan Pefflecf/ons cm M&ytf&y or On Fire, It's an 
open mike discussion which tries to embrace as 
many perspectives and look at as many aspects of 
the movement as It can. It crams in a frankly scary 
fifty-one contributors. Like a continent-spanning 
facilitator, Eddie Yuen then gets the unenviable 
task of trying to sum up. 






nvike bad points, are still part of a real 
conversation K E ]nd need answering, Journalists and 
academies, conversely, can be left to pretile, 

There's more afoot, however. People often scorn 
keen to emphasise the similarities between 
different regional movements, smoothing over any 
differences in the name of some superficial 
'intematkonadsm', proudly proclaiming our 
resistance to be as homogenous capital- [Perl, 
of course, of seeing cur movement purely 
Quantitatively — how many cities came J our for the 
last international day of activism etc.) Or if regional 
differences ana admitted, they're but steps on a 
linear path to some universal truth, on which 
America Is either 'ahead' or 'behind' us in the UK, 
As the apparently popular slogan seems to go, "Act 
anli-globaliy. don't think locally". Meanwhile, a 
genuine anh-cupttaeisi globalisation would 
counterpose capitalist globalisation, not mirror it. 
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This book, with emphasis both on Se-ottio 
predecessors and on tlx- cj if fen mg strands which 
make up the American movement, can help to 
recapture the local context. Even supposing our 
American comrades were doing things wrongly, we 
should he asking what h as led them down that 
pain, we should also be asking If our 'wrongly" 
isn't actually 'rightly" for the particular 
circumstances that they're in. 

Finally, the light shone by books such as those 
could help to dissolve the fetish ishc importance 
which America is often awarded by activists. It may 
well be irue ihat America has a larger influence 
upon world events than, say, Estonia,. However,, 
many activists seem to regard America in much the 
same way as Bush regards Iran, ns the place in 
the world where evil is manufactured, as U 
1 American 1 and 'capitalist' were interchangeable 
terms. 

This attitude can easily flip hack on Itself. where 
any opposition going on within America is assumed 
to hove an apocalyptic importance!, to be wondered 
at rather than considered or critiqued. While 
mainstream America is met with unthinking 
condemnation, any American opposition fs met with 
mindless acclaim. If we have American comrades 
they deserve better than mere cnee heading. and 
books such as this give us the opportunity of 
support through criticism. 

(And just in case this needs spelling out to the 
cheaper seats, if we quote someone favourably 
we’re not agreeing with every other thing they say 
or might say sometime in the future. Similarly, 
those we criticise might well say some good stuff 
somewhere else, Okay?) 

Radical Anti Democratic Practice 

Let’s Start at the most oftviCfciS place ana woFk 
upwards. When Seattle happened it was Iho black 
bloc vs. peace police battle that we all fixated on, 
wasn't it? This debate unsurprisingly reappears 
hero. Just fool the width, wish "black bloc’ running 
up Iho highest score on index nflll Yuen's contra! 
contention is that, poor to Seattle, two si rands' 
defined the movement — commitments to Mon 
Violent Direct Action (NvDaj and to direct 
democracy as a way or working. Seattle snapped 
the IMVDA strand bu! h through Its very success, re- 
emphasised direct democracy as our real self- 
defining principle. This can seem convincing. After 
ali h both sides of this big debate seem happy to 
march behind the slogan; “This is what democracy 
looks like." 

Of course wo have no wish to march behind 
‘leaders', getting our chance to join in on pre- 
arranged slogans, or follow 'gurus’ who explain the 
workings of our lives to US. Direel democracy may 
be an improvement on all of that, but It has its 
own limits whfech means it must itself be 



surpassed. (Yuen does make some criticisms of 
[ this principle himself. el one point warning to. 

[ "beware the felishizetion of process." However 
; these criticisms aren't really taken far enough .) 

\ Strangely* once stripped of the democratic 
l fixations of its adherents. Seattle in practice was a 
\ fine example of this surpassing. Let s say what is 
\ unarguable h but is always grossed Over. Wo aspect 
j of the Seattle protests was democratic. Obviously, 

; had its participants stayed at home on M30 and 
F awaited tfwir opportunity to elect more benign 
F leaders,, none of us would even be talking about 
this now. But we mean more than that. The Seattle 
protests did not embody Yuen's principle of direct 
democracy. And that's how come i hoy ' re so cool. 




First the blockade; in an attempt to cosy up to 
some liberal Non-Governmental Organisations, iho 
; Direct Action Network (DAN) tried to impose the 
: now infamous four principles of non-violence on 
\ any wanting to lake part. As one British participant 
| put it. “Many activists fell angry that they were 
: expected to comply with guidelines they had not 
\ participated in creating” (from (toe Wfe Are Winning! 
\ pamphlet). But also the black bloc did net try to 
jj formally challenge these principles by forcing a 
\ vote or discussion. They merely voted with their 
[ feel (and some handy rocks] by Openly flouting 
| them. 

\ It’s clear we’re talking two different types of 
[ anudemocrecy hero. The four principles wore 
intended: to impose themselves on all participants. 
: The black bloc, conversely, were only acting for 
l themselves. They did not attempt to pass 
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themself s off as "the real movement 1 * even at a 
rhetorical level. 

This is important, but again Insufficient, The 
most common defence of the blockers, it often 
portrays them as the true democrats, rebelling 
agabnst autocratic rules, Yet the blockers did have 
Other options, speft out 4Kf naus&m* m by many in 
this book. They could have tried to formally 
challenge these rules* boycotted proceedings, done 
their damage "some other day' ole. etc. 

More importantly, it seems few actually focused 
on the imposed nature of the four principles until it 
become a convenient argument afterwords, Those 
(the majority) who agreed with them didn't worry 
overmuch trial they were never given the chance to 
vote for them — they |ust went along with them. 
Those (the minority) who disagreed with them jsust 
broke them. NVDA runs deep in American activism, 
and probably ran deeper then. It may well be that 
hod there been o popular vole those exact same 
rules would have been passed. And the blockers 
might still have broken them. And they'd have been 
just as right. 

Thus,, the black bloc at Seattle was an 
exemplary example of anti<iamocraey translating 
Into effective practice, Though small in number 
(estimates vary, but 50 black bloc to 50.000 
bfockadars is possible]* by turning their critique 
into radical practice they shattered a 
consciousness about strict NVDA rules andi kick- 
started a debate. If s unlikely a stiff letter to Z 
Magazine would have achieved the same. 

Moreover, white some in the European bloc can be 
eiitistiy dismissive of those outside thotr clique as 
worthless liberals, many blockers were at pains to 
defend their actions. The book reprints the ACME 
collective's communique, which doesn't slag off 
the main action but Cogently explains why they 
chose to take the course they did, (There’s 
problems with some of the stuff in the 
C&mmuniquO too. of course, but lot's leave that for 
another day.) 

Though they only formally challenged one of 
DAN K s four principles, against property damage, 
their success is that they generated a wider 
critique than getting the odd bit of window 
smashing 'allowed 4 . Tacitly, they challenged a 
whole tendency in American aefivism, where 



protests are professionalised .ind ladles must be 
decided beforehand, then stuck to rigidly. As m&ny 
contributors point out* on previous actions certain 
kinds of properly damage were permitted under 
j NVDA rules — but In the seme Strictly defined way, 

: Barbara Eherenrefeh writes of having 'almost being 
turned away from an antinuclear action until one of 

my companions had the wit to lie and claim we had 

, 

Indeed gone through extensive training." 

Among the many reasons to oppose democracy 
i is its fetishisation of decisionmaking and internal 
I group order over and above anything tho action is 
I trying to achieve* Classic is the charge* oft 
\ repeated through this book* that the blockers were 
\ needlessly divisive because they could always have 
\ broke property 'some other day'. Excuse us? Some 
j other day when the police weren't preoccupied in 
deahng with a mass blockade of virtually 
j unprecedented size, that would be a good day to 
; go in for extensive downtown property damage? 

By bypassing democracy, the few can 
sometimes achieve much. This book itself is 
l testament to the view that things have Shifted 
■ significantly since. (Of course II may be another 
[ small group, the peace police, who by acting so 
spectacularly dumbly and indefensibly in physically 
attacking some black blockers, really forced a 
l debate that went beyond the knee-jerk. 

I Significantly, "peace police and proud' pieces are 
i few and far between here. History often shows the 
j daftest liberal to be the radical's best friend,} 

\ However, we can't go loo far on the blockers 
I achievements. Few blockers seem to have followed 
= up their antidemocratic practice with the 

realisation of what they've done, let alone grasped 
that opposiEion to democracy is an essential part 
| of opposition to capitalism, indeed, their point 
j mode* many now seem content lo retreat back to 
[ the cosy world of consensus decision making, 
j Woffyingly. many unti block rsts In this book note 
: him well-behaved the bad kids have been lately, 

: None here put it with as much unintended irony* 

: however* as an activist called "Slarhowk 1 (no 
comment? I writing in the book On Fire. *ln Seattle I 
; was royally pissed off at the Black Block for what I 
saw as their unilateral decision to violate 
; agreements everyone else accepted. In 
j Washington in 2000, l saw that they abided by 
guidelines they disagreed with and had no part in 
: making, and 1 respected them for it." 

Need we point out to StafbiL., sorry. Starhawk 
[ that most of us spend every day of our lives 

abiding by guidelines we disagree wdh and have no 
part In making — going to work, obeying cops and 
[ officials, paying for food and shelter and all the 
rest of it. This is called life under capitalism* and 
j is what makes us want to resist In the first place! 

The question uwefere hangs — how far did the 
blockers succeed m pushing the envelope at 
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Seattle? As much as they d^cF succeed In 
challenging (he nobon that decision making must 
always bo formalised and tactics predefined, 
thfcy've radicalised things. But It all they've demo is 
add an item to the shopping Fist or 'allowable' 
tactics (‘...and maybe a bit of rock throwing is 
coo E. too/) they've merely made things more 
militant. Which isn't the same thing at all. 

Reversing Perspectives 

LA Kaufmen wnies how this issue was 
* foremost in many activists" minds at the time 
[but] now seems almost like a non-issue". We 
hope our comments have opened a new dimension 
in what lor many quickly became a tired and sterile 
debate. However, one of the successes of this 
book Is that it does not share this fascination for 
ihe pros and cons of redecorating 
Starbucks h but tries to locale Seattle in a & 
wider social and political content. 

in "Seattle Was Nol the 
Beginning',. George 
KotsiaTicas seeks to counter 
the event-based America- 
centred media modot of 
history by Ching prior 
International cases of anEi- 
capitaflisl globalisation. 

However, while citing 
Germany. South Korea and 
other places he sues 
struggles h at the periphery 
of the world system ¥ as the 
most significant if we are to 
turn upside down "the 
biases and distortions Ot the 
very system being opposed/ 

Others ere mure blatant In 
seeing N30 ns the day Third 
world issues arose to bite back at the 
‘overdeveloped world/ As the official 
summer- upper, Yuen states boldly ’the recent 
upsurge against capitalist global! setion has its 
origins in the countries of the Global South", We 
agree we do not wont to see "the gfobai majorities 
as mere passive victims'* waiting for the nice 
Westerners to come rescue them from the bad 
ones- However, we woul d argue the true reversal of 
perspective Is when you see yourself OS the 
subject of capital, end reject your own rote as a 
passive victim of its unalienable laws, and we find, 
problem aiic this perverse desire to place the 
centra of struggle half a world away from where 
you are. What leads to it? 

Perhaps due to its size and relative geographical 
isolation, America is one of the developed world's 
most inward-Eooking countries. Against this, 
internationalism of itself might seem "the answer: 1 
indeed, much of the movements up to Seattle had 




DIRECT ACTION 

CHALLENGE THE REPUBLICAN I KMOCRIHC PARTIES 
TO SUNER M NUKUil 1 US MKLfS 

sjiiMT soi A nmraantiu h duvha a isa 

tlXWMX A 0W3nsna»S0MJUIWS(ni<LM 

mama noioob 




a Third world focus, such as the widespread anti 
sweatshop campaigns. 

Admittedly, it may well be thgt exposure to Third 
World activists did much to radicalise things in 
America r Unsurprisingly, the world's poorest can 
bf Eon harbour the least illusions over what's going 
down, jaggi Singh writes how Indian opposition 
largely gees beyond the WTO to global Capital 
itself, and embraces a range of tactics from non- 
violence through to armed struggle, {While the 
official line of Seattle's organisers was narrowly 
antl-WTO. as the event unfolded it seems to have 
been the point where many attendees transcended 
this perspective.) 

However, perhaps these insights cam# at a 
price. Ironically, this Tebsh made of Third World 
struggles often obscures those struggles 
lhamselves—making (hem seem 
homogenous. Many WcsEern activists 

romantically fixate on Images of 
peasants, poor but authentic P 
simple but wise, (Hakim Boy 
even finds a 'Fourth WorFd' in 
nhe wodd of tribes, forests 
@nd peasants, Shamans and 
pagans/) Back in the real 
world, events often involve 
many different groups, 
including the urban poor and 
even striking workers. The 
growth of call centres In India, 
though probably more 
culturally significant than 
numerous, suggest onee-easy 
east/west distinctions aren't 
where they were, worse, If 
Western activists take the 
Insights of Third World activists 
to uncritically endorse anything 
else they mrghi say and (worse) 
transfer it whole to our own situation, riding 
roughshod over contest, problems lie ahead. 

Moreover,, since Seattle, the mainstream madia 
have taken to painting us os a gong of 
tfoublemqking trusiafarlens. inch kids ploying at 
being naughty end spoiling it for the world's poor 
who actively covet free trade and long for nothing 
more than to be structurally readjusted. 

Of course, ini& second clause quite literally 
stands the tfuth on its head. With recent events in 
Argentina, we might wonder why we even Pother 
talking about Seattle. Yet the first clause can 
superficially appear correct— as a rule we activists 
are (comparatively) materially well off even 
compared to domestic workers. Lunging in where 
they seem wrong, hushing up our weakness where 
they seem part-right, this can add to the tendency 
to consume another's struggle rather than pursue 
your own. 
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Seeing in Colour 

Berheps logically. the ne*\ mejor issue becomes 
domestic minorities, with the 'whiteness* of Seattle 
the self-criticism of choice for virtually everybody 
here. Yuan writes proudly how he has not 
'ghetloised' this question into one section, hue let 
it permeate the whole book, In other words, 
everybody gets a go with the whipping stick. 

At its worst, this means little more than 
an listing the black community into whatever your 
particular agenda was anyway, with much Of this 
newfound conversion to anti-racism being but a 
roundabout way to reintroduce the IMVDA debate all 
over again. “People of colour' can seem quite a 
schizophrenic bunch in this col lection, endorsing 
either strict non-violence or armed insurgency 
depending on which white person Is talking about 
them at any one time — much like the workers" do 
among Trot groups over here. One side brings up 
King and the proud history of the civil rights 
movement. The other counters with Malcolm X P the 
LA riots and the black people at Seattle who joined 
in the looting In the Week bloc's wake. 

While we wouldn't want to argue that the cops 
were particularly soft on biockaders at Seattle. 
NVDA as a tactic does roly on the bad guys seeing 
you as someone not absolutely disposable. As 
Justin Higgins puts it. "if there had been black 
students at Seattle, there would have been real 
bullets." (And of course this is Just what happens 
In most parts of the world,) 




However, this Is to demonstrate 3 cop-like 
desire to cordon debate within (ho crash barriers of 
acceptable topics and to assume new people will 
be happy to Insert themselves Inside our pre- 
decided, already complete frameworks, Stephanie 
Guii loud reports a DAN meeting where someone 
suggests "everybody call one person of colour and 
invite them to the group." Somewhat thankfully, 
“rage and hard words met this tokenising 
proposal,' Vgn Jones puts it succinctly: "Outreach 
is a false Issue, The point Isn't to make the 
movement look like a Benetton ad. The question 
is: How will this convergence actually change the 
movement?" 



We do not shore the politically correct notion 
tii ■ it anyone who belongs to an untaerprrvlleged 
I group cannot be criticised. When Juan Gonzales. 

[ for example- claims it's raasl to harangue cops 
! who are black he J s simply being a pratt. 

| Nevertheless; it is often the writers 'of colour' ^ho 
. can be more interesting, bringing fresh ^ 

. perspectives end new criticisms, m 

\ Kristine Wong, for example, comments that "the 
\ great majority of anb-WTG forces were not 
| addressing the connections between WTO polices 
! and the daily lives of the working class and 
i communities of colour, much less recognising or 
j including grassroots movements. 1 ' She gives an 
| illuminating account of her attempts to get such 

■ movements recognised by activists seemingly more 
concerned by communities of sea turtles than 
communities of people living just down the road- 
Similarly, Andrew Hsiao describes a h hip-hop 

i generation" of new black activists "conned mg (he 
j corporate agenda 10 local bottles' 1 such m the 
. double whammy of cop oppression and the prison- 
] industrial complex, as yet un allied to the Seattle- 
centred movement. - J 

A Touch of CFass 

■ 

■ 

However, there can come with this perspective a 
1 tendency to see 'communities of colour' as the 
[ reel working class rather than a large component 
! of it. or (worse) as honorary members of (he 
‘Global South 1 . (Significantly, Gonra les says 'Third 
World youth" when he means "working class 
I Americans of colour"-) There's a short ride from 
here to seeing white workers as intrinsically 
i suspect, hopelessly rid died with racism, 
j homophobia and the rest. (An attitude common 
among "radical 4 groups In parts of Europe.) Of 
course we are not arguing that such petty 
nationalist prejudices can be ignored, nor that 
1 (hose at the receiving end shouldn't be at the 
E centre of strugFJo against them. Out such divisions 
[ are best opposed by being transcended; by 
\ realising who stands to benefit from them the 
• most. 

[ Toko she anti-sweatshop movement. The 
rhetorical focus for this was Third World 
: sweatshops but the practical arena of struggle was 
l students' own campuses — typically going Into 
| occupation to oppose sweated labour lor their 
\ slothing, coffee etc, (This i* very different to here. 

| where many students may have participated In oui 
I actions-«-hut rarely as students, rarely on their own 
j campuses, UK equivalents to this movement are 
: small by comparison.) True; there were also 
community focused groups such as Food Not 
] Bombs. But these groups often worked directly wiih 
the homeless rather than the labouring poor. 

\ Doubtless, some see the homeless as a section of 
the peasantry somehow transplanted to US soil- 
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Or la this to be loo dismissive of our Stateside 
comrades? We're talking about a country with less 
black men in higher education man in orison (read 
forced labour camps], with levels o! everyday 
racism eclipsing even Europe. Compounded with a 
virtual cultural taboo on talking in class terms, this 
can lead to progressive activists often using 
'people of colour' as a code for 'people of class'. 
Wong, for example r subheads her piece "Race, 
Class and the Framing of a Movement' while Yuen 
uses the phrase 'working class people of colour', 
in this context we shouldn't fail to mark the dear 
difference between such pragmatic calls for 
resistance at a grassroots level and Gonzales's 
politically cor reel claptrap- 

Never thelesSf codes have a tendency to get 
confused with the real thing. And ultimately racism 
is not Integml to copitiiusmi Erie way class is. While 
at times racism provides a useful means for 
capital to divide its adversaries. at others racism's 
very archaic irrationalism can hinder capital's 
progress. Like Bernard Manning, capital has no 
prejudices— it seeks to exploit us an. Vat the 
lumpeniy racist cop who stops the black youth on 
the street, harasses the middle class black on bis 
way to work as much as he hinders the suspect 
gang member. 

(Needless to say. this is not to resurrect the 
tired leftist argument that racism wilt magically 
disappear 'after trie revolution 1 , so it doesn't need 
co be worried about at all. An argument akin to 
saying cops won't be around either, so it doesn't 
matter if one hits you.) 

What about the Workers? 

in this context we should also talk about the 
worker* who supported Seattle. In defiance of the 
simple-minded notion that American capita! is 
always "ahead' In the march of neo-liberalism, 
si nko levels In the US actually exceed tho UK and 
militant workers do exist In places outside of 
museums, the longshoreman shutting down the 
entire West Coast of North America in solidarity 
with Sohallle Is an inspiring and exemplary action, 
and one that wont almost os unnoticed in our 
media as in tho mainstream. Perhaps more 
importantly for us, more radical worker actually 
broke from an official union march to join (n the 
blockade. (Peace pol leers boosi how some of 
these then joined them in assaulting black 
blockers. Life Is rarely simple.) 

While (rightly) concerned about important groups 
largely absent from Seattle, most seem happy to 
neglect alliances actually forged there- Only two 
contributors. Barbara Epstein and Stanley 
AflDOOwItl, chielly focus upon worker groups. And, 
while the writers 'of colour 1 made some of the 
mom interesting points in that debate, there is not 
one piece in this Ihick collection actually from a 




striking longshoreman or blockade-joining worker— 

[ a major omission-. 

Worse, even among contributors willing to talk 
about workers, there seems little separation of 
\ workers from 'their' unions, (Yuen even blithely 

[ talks of "representative organisations of the 
} working class l,e, unions' 1 ). This seems somewhat 
} wor rying from self-professed anarchists who 
| presumably do not identify much with 'Lheir 1 

elected officials, and positively dismiss the idea of 
the direct action movement as 'represented' by 
liberal NGOS, or activists of colour' by hierarchical 
bodies such as the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People or personality cults 
like the Nation of Islam + Only one piece, by 
Coekburn and St, Clair, mokes this (rather obvious) 
Comparison, or reminds us that workers who joined 
the blockade at Seattle had to push their way past 
union goons to get there. 

Ifs true that most workers marching at SeeiUe 
. came from skilled, relatively privileged groups, 
j (Cockbum and St, Clair list "steelworkers, 

■ longshoremen, electrical workers end teamster*/) 

■ In America, these are tho jobs that normally go to 
= while folks. It's also true these are The workers 

3 

most at risk from foreign imports brought in by 
j trade liberalisation. And Yuen rightly cautions 

■ against Infection from an insidious far right agenda 
\ which * advocates for the working class, as long as 

it is white, male and American/ 

However, there is nothing automatic about these 
: workers accepting this narrow^ nationalist agenda, 

\ (We encounter the same logic the other way up, of 
j course, every lime we're cold environmentalists 
i cannot be concerned by social issues.) as Epstein 
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points out, many of I he so workers “though of (on 
thought of as militant to socles change, have 
come to see the need to iCly with worker r* in (he 
South and with the environmental and human 
rights movement/ 

Of course t some ■scream “Trot!" as soon as the 
p w - word is mentioned. Let us make clear we are 
■not pointing to some abstract, homogenised group 
called "the workers' who require the gjft of being 
educated!' by us clever types In order to turn their 
Jives of dreary toil into ones of nicer toiL We are 
pointing to actual concrete events which seem 
positive, and alliances which could be developed. 

Though* worrylngiy. perhaps the opposite Is 
actually happening.. News of worker support at later 
actions seems scant, This may not just be down to 
activists choosing id concentrate on the colour 
issue. Perhaps many of the Inter actions jacked 
the officially approved union march, which (ho more 
radical workers needed In order to break away 
from. Whatever, tho development is far from 
positive, 

Wc cannot leave this point without emphasising 
that a truly radical anttoepitallm is based around 
your owe liberation, To misquote Marx, they who 
spend all their Lime trying to liberate others cannot 
themselves be free — and having to listen to them 
continually whinge on about It isn't very liberating 
either. We are motivated to join an anti-capitalist 
movement by the presence of alarm clocks, 
shouting supervisors and harassing dole officers in 
our own fives. We want to work with others, sure. 
Bui wo want to express our desires alongside 
them, neither on behalf of them nor cheering them 
on from the sidelines. 
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Many here talk like markodng consultants 
chasing tho most likely demographic to buy inio 
anti-capitalism, Taka the 'Sevan Ways to Make Our 
Protests More Powerful' by George Lakey of 
"Training for Change 1 : “2} Decide specifically who 
we Ye I rylng to influence... 3) Become proactive 
re! her than reactive.., 6| Take a positive attitude 
toward the prospect of state repression" etc, etc. 
You can almost picture the accompanying 
slideshow full of endless pia charts and 
interminable bullet points, as you wail hopefully for 
the promised break for fags and biscuits. 

More sinister still is the (unnamed) Direct Action 
Network organiser who brushed off criticism of 
their working methods with the argument, 11 DAN is 
a brand name with a high market value, ' Th is Is 
worse than a penchant for irriealmg phraseology 
(though that would be bad enough in itself). Our 
supposed friends sue radical change as a product, 
which we sell to selected groups by prearranged 
and cleverly marketed campaigns. As an alternative 
to capital, It isn't one. 

Tentative Conclusions 

Ultimately, we can only scratch the surface 
here. There's The almost complete absence of 
anarcho-primiiivisrn, from a scene it once 
dominated if nol defined. There's I he features on 
jail solidarity (something we rarely practice in the 
UK In any organised way), which probably deserve 
a book to themselves. There's the pieces which 
attempt to focus on globalisation itself, to see 
beyond both their lies and our slogans T if jail 
solidarity deserves a book, this issue perhaps 
deserves a library. 

However, that's not to say every alley from here 
le^ds somo where worth going. This Is a tale that 
grew and sprawled in I he telling, and in the 
process lost much of its focus. Like a pencil point, 
it loses its sharpness the longer it writer As it 
progresses to later American ad ions, which 
produced less heated debate, it roads moro and 
more like mere reportage, And the weakest scclion 
is the onu given to European movements, 
geographically (end culturally?) distant from the 
ccmpfl*rs h which often descend into reactionary 
rubbish. (The one British piece, 'Mayday Diary' by 
mainstream journalist Jay Griffiths, is downright 
risible.) Perhaps significantly; the whole list of 
"information resources' at tho back is American. 
(And yes, before smart alecs flit our postbox, we 
arg aware this criticism could easily twist back on 
ourselves, criticising a movement from an ocean 
away.) 

The book is at its weakest when it tries to paml 
a broad, sweeping canvas, taking several years of 
global struggle into its cinemascope. This leads to 
eyestrain more often lhan insight, Conversely. il r e 
al its best when it lakes a jerky snapshot of a 
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moment: a moment just uller Seattle * when Ihe 
Still-fresh tear gas hod burnt away ideology and 
factionalism and where to go next seemed mating 
and open. If the snapshot can look blurry, I hen 
maybe the moment wp& B \ 

A$ a barometer of how Seattle pushed American 
activism forwards, the assembled voices here are 
fascinating. While to some extent it took things in a j 
more militant direction, it might be more accurate j 
to say it threw things into a state of flu* and blurred j 
onceeasy polarities, until the unquosiioned and mo \ 
unthinkable were no longer in me places they used = 
TO be. Many are the articles here which abandon 
old fixed positions for the unknown. As one black j 
blocker writes, "the ground between violence Sind 
pacifism is wide, much wider than the ivory tower of 
either. Moot me there/ \ 

This contrasts to the UK whore the 'big event" J 
{June 18th) merely nailed the lid on a pacifist 
hegemony which was already in decline. Many over 
here then acted as though, now out of our non- 
violent straight-jacket, capital would he helpless at 
our foot. Against this somewhat misplaced : 

confidence h the American is of course the more 
radical shift. 8ut it's also a more tentative, -a more \ 
fragile one. end where it heads is far from certain, j 
And perhaps even that is the glass half full f 

version of events, It could equally be argued that \ 
this book's great weakness is just that — it's just 0 \ 

book, an assemblage of fine-sounding words, it \ 

could be argued that, despite all this talk of re- e 

evaluation, what people have actually done in 
practice Is to have another one like the last one 
(Washington, Philadelphia etc.) with the predictable 
diminishing returns. \ 

The reconciling of non violent blockading with 
black blockism can even -serve to obscure that 
boih are merely tactics, with their own limited 
usefulness, not universal statements of eur identity 
or panaceas to all our ills. This pomt is made by 
many of the later pieces, whatever their other E 

weaknesses. Silvia Ffcdorici and George ■ 

Caffentzis, for example, say H lhe limits of Seattle s l 
tactics are not the limits of the movement", but 
perhaps they write more in hope than expectation, 
Naomi Klein is blunter: "Seattle's tactics worked i 
because they look the police by surprise. That 
won't happen again/ She's already been proved \ 

rrghl, of course. Wo do not need, despite Yuen's ■ 

cry, "Two, Three, Many SeattleS". In the Chinese : 
proverb the hand points at the moon, but the fool \ 
looks at the finger, Seattle was Just me finger. \ 

Similarly, here in Britain, J18 was surrounded by : 
a spate of attempts to break down factional \ 

divisions and ideological ruts In order to think up : 
something new.. In this new hothouse atmosphere, r 
tests such as ’Give Up ActM$nV gained a wide i 
currency. (See Do or Die Ho. 9, pp. 160-1 70 
However, did this quantitative readership translate 




Into any qualitative change in what we actually did? 
Of did we carry on in just the same way as before, 
inhabiting just the same roles and identities, only 
being a bn mere seif-critical while we were doing 
It? (We will be happy to be proved wrong on this 
point!) 

Either way. the last of the book's topics could 
make ihe wholo default redundant. September 
lllh happened so close to publication H only 
appears In the prologue, but from them It hangs 
over everything that folio ws like a shadow, The 
aftershock of this event even reached Britain, an 
ocean sway from the attack, allowing for another 
round of over more repressive laws — with 
doubtless more to come.. In Ground Zero, the 
situation was far worse. Yuen writes how, 
immediately afterwards, "Ihe radical political space 
which has been opened up was instantly 
pulverised/ If that pulverisation was (thankfully) 
not permanent, neither has It had no lasting 
effects. For much of the US public, failing to 
prevent a terrorist atrocity has transformed Bush 
from a vote-stealer and crony capital ist into a 
stalely leader protecting them from the infidel 
horde*. 

Conversely, of course, his adventurism in the 
Middle East could trip upon itself and push people 
towards more radical critiques. At the very least, 
as Aufhebcn have argued, it has shaken our 
perspective from a fixation with International talking 
shops as the supposed heart of capital Into 
something wider. Whatever the long term effects 
upon us. it's unlikely they will be small. 

J1S, MB 0. Sit.,, after those three dates out 
movement has fallen through the looking glass, to 
somewhere new and unfamiliar, home to a strange 
unsettling mixture of successes and setbacks. We 
haven't become the genuine threat to capital we'd 
so ofien boasted of, but neither are we pure and 
untainted by success any more. After bumping into 
this naw P unfamiliar furniture a while, it's even 
tempting to want back into the old, comfy world 
where we were just marginal and knew it. Sul 
looking glasses are one way trips. Whatever the 
nature of this New World. it"s the one we're now in 
and must make the best of.* 
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A Language Older Than Words 

By Derrick Jensen (Souvenir Press, 2000) 

P a pe rijac k/400pp/£12 . 99/ IS BN 0 285 63624 3 



Of all the recent writings to appear from an anti- 
civINsallon perspective- A Language Older Than 
words is probably the most compelling. Jensen'S 
personal and lucid style make it very engaging, 
whilst his well-researched arguments concerning 
the Insidious psychopathology of Western 
Civilisation are not only persuasive, Put leave the 
reader really feekng the depths to which it has 
devastated and denied our natural selves, 

I picked this book up a year and a half ago after 
hearing outstanding reviews of it from various 
sources. Having an Inherent scepticism I 
proceeded with caution* but Within a few pages 1 
began to understand just why this book was finding 
such affinity with people from within radical circles. 
The book differs from the majority of ’political' 
toils because of Jensen's incredibly personal style 
of writing* and the fact that he is attempting to 
understand his pash and the culture that has 
shaped his experiences- Marty antlclvilisaiion 
critiques often teave a cold sensation that has 
more in line with the failed dogmas of deep 
ecology and misanthropy— both of which evoke the 
Christian ideology that humans are somehow 
inherently idiotic, and need redeeming, Yet this 
book seeks to ask different questions about why 
the majority of humankind are destroying 
themselves and the world in which we live. 

Jenson asks these questions through recounting 
bis own life experiences and explaining how he has 
come to feel the way he dees about the world he is 
a part of. He tries to work out the origin of the 
trauma he has been subjected to* and how this 
retracts on our culture as a whole. Identifying and 
trying to explaining trauma— such as the horrific 
child abuse Jensen suffered at the hands of his 
father— Is not the most comforting of practices* 
but through Jenson's personal voyage of discovery 
it is possible to begin to understand why ruptures 
of the Self can run so deep in paopFe's characters. 

Jensen reflects on the uncomfor table reality that 
sexual abuse of children* such as he suffered* is 
in fact normal in Western Civilisation in the sense 
that we allow it to happen and blind and silence 
ourselves to the terrible realisation that ii is 
endemic to our culture. 

Equally endemic is the destruction of nature, 
the denigration of women* and violence agarnst 
anything perceived to be under our control:. Jenson 
traces this tendency to the Enlightenment era, 
which provided the rationale for contrail irig. 
dominating and reproducing nature so it effectively 
became completely separate from culture- Thinkers 
such as Descartes and Bacon were at the forefront 
■of a philosophical and practical quest to rid the 
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planet of all things uncontrollable— including 'the 
native'. 

Jensen gives many shocking examples of how 
tubal people were annihilated throughout the 
course of the Fast 2Q0 years. {And there is no 
doubt that the dominant culture has been an active 
participant in this for the last 10*000 years.) : 
Jensen makes the link that it takes the same 
degree of "normality" (denial and silent ooerip]fcifty> 
for one group of people to wipe out another, as it 
does for a father to rape his children, or a 
multinational company to tear down acres of 
ancient forest. 

Jensen reminds us that what we are missing in 
our lives is genuine relationships with people, and 
un mediated interact Ions with nature. Although 
previous attempts at re- linking nature ynd culture 
have often smacked of inverted imperialism and 
idealised native culture, Jensen avoids this 
simplistic tendency. He is not trying to suggest that 
we seek authenticity in another culture, but rather 
that we carefully re-examine our own relationship to 
the matrix of life rn which we are embedded r He 
believes we must attune ourselves to 'the 
language older than words" which connects all 
living things, and In this way realise the equality of 
our kinship with other human beings and other 
species. 




The question that remains for the reader is what 
to do with the information and Insights of the book. 
Jensen himself grapples with this Question — is it 
more useful- for the world that he go on writing, or 
that he engages himself in struggle against (he 
genocide end ecocide he sees, "every morning I 
wake up and ask myself whether 1 should write a 
book or blow up a dam... every day I tell myself 1 
Should continue to write. Vet I'm not always 
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convinced i'm making tne rlghl decision," For the 
time being he has chosen writing, seeking to 
inspire ys to see in oyr own lives Iris difference we 
can create by rejecting the culture which has mis- 
shaped us. 

This review doesn't really do justice to the 
contents of this radical, incisive, and moving hook. 
Possibly the only way I can really describe what 



this book is £i!>ouE P und what Its underlying 
intentions are, Is In Jensen's own words t 'There is 
a language older by far and deeper than words. It 
is the language of bodies, of body on body, wind on 
snow, rain on trees, wave on stone, \\ is the 
language of dream, gesture, symbol, memory. We 
have forgotten this language. We do not even 
remember that it exists/# 



Direct Action 

Memoirs of an Urban Guerrilla 

Bjr Ann Hansen ( Between the Llnes/AK Press. 2002) 
Paperback/493pp/No price given/ISBN 1 902593 48 O 



This book is a must-read for anyone with an 
interest in rovorulionary anarchist pc&jcis, The 
author. Ann Hanson, writes of her Involvement In 
the Canadian urban guerrilla group "Direct Action'; 
evoking on era of daring possibility through superb 
prose. 

In the early 19S0s the Canadian political scene 
had fully awakened to the ecological and nuclear 
devastation threatening vast areas of ns pristine 
wilderness,. In Vancouver, British Columbia,, 
thousands flocked to demonstrations and rallies In 
a vain attempt lo prevent the collusion of 
capitalism and the state In exploiting these natural 
resources, Againsi this background of protest and 
a strong punk counterculture In the city,, a 
determined group of anarchist idealists decided to 
push the struggle In a more militant direction, 
hoping that their actions would Inspire others to 
build a revolutionary movement ea pabhs of taking 
apart the prevailing structures of power. 

This book is the story of Direct Action — a small" 
urban guerrilte group whose drama! ie acts of 
economic sabotage gave them world wide notoriety. 
I heir struggle was relatively short-lived. The 
headline grabbing bombings of the Chookeye- 
Dunsmuir hydro-elcctnc power line on Vancouver 
Island, and Litton systems plant in Toronto (where 
Cruise missile components were being built} 
succeeded In focusing the full resources of police 
investigation and surveillance on their activities. 
Despite being largely underground, the group were 
ambushed and captured on their way to a weekly 
shooting practice session near the town of 
Squamish less than one year after the group 
began. The 'Squamish Frve r , as they became 
known, were later tried and sentenced to between 
ten years and life for their actions, 

Ann Hansen, the author of this book, was one of 
the founders of the group, and the book is 
testament to her unswerving polrlical beliefs, She 
began on trie path lo urban guerrill adorn whilst 
living in Germany and: becoming involved in the 
support of trie Red Army Faction* whose militancy 
find ideals she greatly admired. However* aware 




■ 

that Europe was far ahead in the field of militant 
resistance* she opted to return to her native 
Canada in the hope of building a guerrilla 
movement there. She moved to Vancouver, finding 
| political community In tne vibram countflveulUire of 
I activists inhabiting the city. Fn a relatively liberal 
nation-slate, mass popular protest had cry stall ised 
I around a number of ecological and anti- nuclear 
issues. The imminent testing of American cruise 
missiles on Canadian soil had created a movement 
of outraged opposition, yet for all the rallies, it had 
: achieved very little , Hansen documents the gradual 
[ coalescence of the ‘Direct Action* group ftom a few 
j individua ls seeking to move beyond singly iss ue 
j campaigns and protest, tactics into more militant 
l and revolutionary acts of defiance. She met up 
\ with Brent Tfiyior end Doug Stewart through the 
\ Vancouver political scene, and the three were later 
\ joined by Gerry Hannah and Julie Bel mas from the 
punk counte reel tore. In contrast to the mainstream 
[ peace and environmental groups, Direct Action was 
| anarchist, anti-capitalist and eco-feminist from its 
inception;; politics which consciously informed their 
actions: F we"re not just opposed to pollution, 
nuclear technology and all that stuff. We're 
opposed to trio sntfre lifestyle and values of this 
society/ ip. 65) 
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This rejection is very evident in the complete 
lifestyle of resistance led by the group. Clearly tend 
nghtlyl) proud of their blagging, scammmg, robbing 
and other nefarious activities, Hansen writes 
extensively of then many excursion a into petty 
crime. This countercultural lifestyle was blatantly 
Nveo for its own ends — and Hansen admits they 
were a little obsessed with theft. Yet these 
activities were also crinical to prepare for their 
political actions — obtaining the necessary caxs, 
cash, raise fcO and dynamite needed to go 
unde rgj'ound and undertake uncompromising acts 
of sabotage, Of 1 his bme Hansen writes;: "1 loved 
the excitement of our ih-es dyeing those months. I 
would wake up In I he morning never Knowing 
exactly what new adventure the day would bring." 
(p u 48) This reminds us of the way in which many 
urban guerrillas have ended up getting caught. 
Although It wasn't what got Direct Action nicked, 
many underground groups have been caught 
Ihroogh their unrelated (rind often completely 
gratuitous) excursions mto shoplifting, or other 
similar petty crime. As some people ere fond of 
saying. H IT you going to break the big Jaws, don't 
break the small one&r 




The days brought solidarity work, political 
discussion,, and -soli education on Issues facing 
British Columbia, Strategically, they were 
concerned with building up public support for 
militant actions on issues that already had a 
momentum of resistance* Their krai actions were 
relatively small-scale, targeting Amax— a large 
mining corporation whose toxic waste dumping was 
causing sea-pel I utiern and affecting the way of life 
of the indigenous coastal population, First they 
graffitlied the company’s head office, and later did 
a nocturnal paint-bomb and flare attack on the 
Ministry OP the Environment which was sanctioning 
Amax's activities, They hoped their action would 
create publicity and garner positive support. 
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However. despite sending out communiques, me 
group's actions were labelled as petty vandalism, 
and they swiftly planned to move on to more 
dramatic tactics which could not bo so easily 
dismissed. 

Their next target was to be the much-hated 
Cheekeye-Dunsmuir po we rime construction on 
Vancouver island — a development symptomatic of 
the growing Industrialisation of the island, j 

Conventional tactics had totally failed to halt this 
project, and the group deeded to up the ante by 
blowing up a portion of Ihe line. Having earlier 
stole n dynamite stored by the govern men! to clear 
highway landslips, Ann and Doug took out one of 
the crucial substations Oh Ihe hydroelectric line. 

The action, certainly created Iho desired publicity, 
as well as considerable Support from those whose 
conventional methods of campaigning against this 
much hated project bad failed. However, the 
unprecedented action was immediately the focus of 
a intense polite investigation, and in order to I 

continue their tactical escalation. Direct Action I 
were now forced fully underground. I 

The paraphernalia of urban guerlliadom which 1 
She group had been preparing pnot to the \ 

Cheekeye Dunsmuir action now came into use, I 

They rented an Apartment using false ID, went on I 
regular shooting practice sessions with their stolen 
cache of guns, and began to prepare for their next 
hit. I 

it is clear that some of the group found the 
transition to underground status more problematic 
than others. For Ann, the step was a logical and 
expected necessity. - tl *even if I had to sacrilice 
seeing my friends and family In order to make a 
significant contribution to revolutionary change it 
was all worth it." (p, 587) However, for some 
members of the group— notably Gerry and Julie— 
this way of life caused dteop stress, and there was 
clearly a great deal of interpersonal tension within | 
the small group. Hansen writes about these group 
dynamics with a total frankness, leaving the reader 
In no doubt about ihe unromantic realities of life 
on the- run, 1 

Some of the group decided to leave the heat of 
the West Coast and head for Toronto to carry out 
their next action — bombing the Litton systems 
plant where cruise misstle components were being 
manufactured. Despite careful preparations 
intended to minimise Ihe likelihood of injury to 
those working In the plant, the bombing went badly 
wrong, Police failed to clear the building following a 
telephone warning, and unpredictabty the liming 
device was triggered early, creating a scene of 
carnage unforeseen by the group. Amazingly no 
one in the plant was kdled, but Direct Action now 
found themselves catapulted into a glaring 
limelight they hadn't wished for. After initially 
considering Suicide, the group decided (hat they 




or Itte/Ko, 1C 




should- go on, but that t heir communique claiming 
the action should include e -sincere apology and 
acknowledgement ol the mistakes, msde. (Nansen 
useful ly includes copies of the main Direct Action 
communiques as Appendices in the book.) 

This communique, along with (he others written 
by Direct Action, was to prove the downfall of The 
group. Whilst they continued to plan further actions 
and robberies, a journalist In Vancouver had 
noticed a striking similarity between the style of 
tne communiques and that of editorials written in a 
defunct radical mngflztne distributed in the city. The 
editorials were in the name of 'The Friends of 
DuruttT, who had a PG box address In Vancouver. 
Once (be police were lipped off, they swiftly made 
connections between the registered PO box holder 
(a friend, politics! ally and ex-fiaEmase of Brent'*) 
and the group. Unfortunately, their previous public 
campaigning efforts had given some of them 
enough of a police file to make them viable 
suspects. When they were located on their return 
to Vancouver, l hey were immediately placed under 
surveillance. 

Hansen dedicates about a third of the book to 
describing this time between the Lncon bombing 
and their capture, piecing together the story with 
her own memories, supplemented by documentary 
evidence gathered by the police. At times the 
detailed recounting of their daily lives makes 
Slightly frustrating reading, but it does serve to 
paint a realistic picture of the group’s 
claustrophobia and rising paranoia. Surprisingly, 
despite their concerns the group were planning a 
substantial robbery, as well as further actions. In 
fact, Ann and Julie decided to involve others 
Outside (he group, in order to work on a women's 
anti- pornography action against the muchhated 
Red Hot Video chain, As the net of police 
investigation closed in. the ^Wimmins Fire Brigade' 
fire bombed 3 of the Red Hot Video stores, 
garnering considcnible support from the various 
groups campaigning to dose down the hardcore 
porn dealers. 

Despite being aware of the group's activities, 
the police held Off From arresting the five until they 
had secured wl re-lap evidence of their involvement 
m the Ulton bombing, As soon as this was 
secured, (a graphic lesson in not discussing your 
political activities m the "seclusion 1 of your own 
home 1 !), the stale prepared an ambush to catch Lhe 
group on its way to shooting practice n oaf 
Squanmsn, The "SquamiSh Five' were swiftly behind 
bars, facing over a hundred charges. 

The account of the surveillance and capture of 
Direct Action makes chilling reading: (he police 
appointed 'watchers' to follow each member -of the 
group, approached their neighbours to gain co- 
operation in monitoring and wire-tapping thoir 
apartment, and tailed their vehicles wherever they 
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went. Hanson's detailed description of the police 
operation is particularly illuminating since much of 
the dialogue comes verbal I m from the evidence 
given |n court. However, her use of composite 
characters (Do whom she ascribes thought* end 
: feelings}* both here and In other parts of the book 
j I* something I found problematic. Stylistically, it 
j certainly makes the book mure readable {and this 
is one oF the reasons for recommending the book 
so highly), but the mixture of fact and fiction can 
leave the reader questioning its authenticity. I don't 
; wart to he too critical of this feature, however,, as 
! It Is rare to be reading a first-hand account of a 
: group like Direct Action and the fact that Hansen is 
j the author, rather than some random biographer 
= gives the book an indisputable level of credibility, 

: (There is of course the issue of bias, but Hansen 
never claims to be writing an objective account of 
the group's history.) 

In terms of the book's relevance for the present 
lime, a number of innings can be said, ft Is certainly 
debatable whether many of the techniques- used by 
Pi reel Action would still be viable— cars those days 
ore surely more secure, robberies arc complicated 
by the prevalence of CCTV. and criteria for ID 
becomes ever more stringent. This Is a shame, 
since some of the book s detailed descriptions 
lend It 1 he air of a "hpw-to’ manual E Yet even if the 
= methods are outdated by 2 1st Century technology, 
the group's sense of possibility and determination 
to achieve their political goals remains inspiring, 

And whilst other members of the group may have 
renounced their notorious past on release from 
= prison, Hanson has used her freedom to explain 
: the if actions without apology- Throughout the book 
: she engages with the difficult political and 
E philosophical questions which informed her life as 
! an urban guerrilla, and her writing now. Foremost 
: amongst these issues is the problem of trying to 
\ create revolutionary change in a climate where the 
aims of protest are largely reformist, the tactics 
are generally kept within "acceptable* limits,, and 
the support for greater militancy Is nominal, for 
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tho so of us at the present dm o attempting to 
resist the mege-machine of global capitalism, 
highly militarised nation states H and aocpsi power 
structures which oppress and compromise our 
freedom, we would do well 1 to heed Hanson's 
ultimate conclusions; 

"There are many different forms of direct action, 
some more effective than otl>ers at different points 
In history, but in conjunction with other forms of 
protest, direct action can make the movement for 
change more effective by opening avenues of 
resistance that are not easily coopted or 
controlled by the state. Unfortunately, people 
within the movement weaken their own actions by 
falling to understand and support the diverse 
tactics available, Instead of forming a unified lront ( 
some activists see the sabotage of destructive 
property by protesters as being on the same level 
as the violence of the state and corporations... If 
we accept Uiat all violence is the same- then we 
have agreed to limit our resistance to whatever thy 
state and corporations find accepiable. We have 




become pacified. Remaining passive in ihe face of 
today's global human and environmental 
destruction will create deeper scars than those 
resuiimg from the mistakes we will inevitably make 
by taking MUon* " {p, 471)* 





The Many-Headed Hydra 

Sailors, Slaves . Commoners and the Hidden History of the Revolutionary Atlantic 
By Peter Lirtebaugh and Marcus Redlkof (Verso, 2000) 
Hardback/433pp/£l9/lSBN 1 S5384 70S 6 



“Who are the oppressors but the Nobility and 
Gentry; and who are oppressed, if not the Ybomsn* 
the Farmer, the Tradesman and l he labourer? , H+ l 

your slavery j's their liberty, your poverty is their [ 

prosperity: yea, In brief, your honouring of them, = 
di$honoureth the commonafity.^ Unlord those f hat 
are lorded by you. ' — Ranter Laurence Clarkson, I 
1647 (p. 81) 

The Many-Headed Hydra Is a long a waned 
(almost 20 years In the making) tour-de-lorce of 
radical history from below. Avoiding the usual 
categories that constrain history within I ho limits of 
the nation state h the authors take an 
internationalist approach In order to study the way 
people have fought against these categories and 
have tried to escape from arid resist states by 
moving across borders *ind organising, across 
races. 



slavery, genocide, and exploitation that it entailed. 



Nowadays when global isatron is the buzzword 
most used to understand capitalism , It Is worth 
remembering that capitalism has always been 
global. Linebaugh and Rediker make this point by 
referring to the Virginia Company— the origin of 
English imperialism — as a *new world-trade 
organization - , (p. 15| Ibis book Is about the 
origins of capilali-sni in the first wave of 
globalisation in the 17lh and lfith centuries and 
about the resistance that ft encountered. At school 
we are taught aboui the great era of exploration 
and discovery — we aw not taught about the 



nor about the mutinies, slave revolts and runaway 
= maroon communities of ex-slaves that resisted it. 

I The authors 4 contention is that the ’discovery’ 
j of the Americas signalled a now stage In human 
j history. It kick-started capitalism, launched global 
j maritime trade, created the biggest movement of 
[ peoples in history and transformed the world. They 
l take this as their starting point and focus on the 
resistance to this new grobaksatiom They then 
follow the thread of this resistance and the twists 
! and luma It makes up to the point which normal 
j "labour history' tends to take as its si ar ting point, 
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Thus The Many Headed Hydra is a book of 
Atlantic history— About the three way traffic 
between Africa, America and Europe. Everyone Is 
familiar with the famous triangular slave trade 
which built hie fortunes of Bristol, Liverpooli, 
Glasgow and London. But it is inevitable that not 
only slaves, sugar and tobacco travailed on the 
ships. Mews travelled too — underground news of 
slave revolts, of revolutions in Haiti, France and 
America; new ideas and new tactics. People 
travelled ioo — radicals who had stirred up trouble 
in England ware transported overseas and spread 
their ideas,, while travellers who had seen m the 
indigenous peoples of the Americas that a free life 
in harmony with nature was possible, brought Eheir 
ideas back to Europe, 

Linobaugh and Red ike r use a few particular 
episodes and a few individual people to draw out a 
series of themes that permeate the whole book. 
They do this successively, using one telling episode 
to make u wide tango of points. And they find a 
scries of metaphors that recur throughout the 
historical period they're looking at. Chief among 
these is the myth of Hercules and the hydra, which 
was continually used by ruling class propagandists 
as a way oi explaining (he difficulty of their task ol 
lorging an empire. One of the twelve labours of 
Hercules was to slay the monstrous hydra, a 
snake- 1 ike beast with many heads. Every time he 
cut one off. another two grow in its place. Ho 
eventually killed it by using fire to seal the severed 
stumps, thus preventing the heads from rogrowing.. 
The Anglo-American ruling class saw themselves as 
Hercules trying to discipline rebellious subjects 
that would simply re-appeor in new and more 
threatening forms Ov*ry time they seemed to have 
conquered them. The building of empire was a 
'Herculean" task and at every turn they wore 
confronted by new manifestations of their 
amorphous enemy- — pirates, rebellious slaves, 
independent women* religious radicals, "wnnlike' 
tribal peoples... ‘the rabble \ which "like a 
Monstrous Hydra " would “hiss gainst their 
Soveraigns ftog&i Power and Authority*' (p. 29) 

Enclosure 

The history of the ruling-class Hercules' struggle 
with the hydra of resistance is driven by four 
central themes that determine the whole period 
covered in the book: enclosure, terror, co-operation 
and resistance, and the struggle for alternative 
ways of life. 

The central thing than governs It all is enclosure 
or expropriation, It is the enclosure of common 
lands in England, beginning slowly in the late 
Middle Ag^s and than rapidly speeding up through 
to the mlcHflth century ihet provides the essential 
historical basis for capitalism. To get the poor to 
work. you had to take away their land- Onco ihe 




May Day 1640: /It (ft© outbreak of the English 
Revolution* 'pfATlttoM ana seamen break open 
the pnsons and storm the Archbishop of 
Canterbury's house in Lambeth, 



lend was denied to the people, they had no choice 
but to work, making money lot the owners of the 
plantations, ships end workshops Hugo numbers 
of displaced people wore redeploy od overseas to 
populate the colonies. The main argument 
advanced by the propagandists of English 
colonialism wss that colonisation would provide a 
I way f Of England to rid itself of the "swarmea of idle 
persons” enclosure had produced- (p. 16) The 
■ separation of the people from the land in England 
: was mirrored oversees as the Irish were 

- dispossessed, Africans enslaved and Native 
i Americans displaced. 

\ Enclosure and the vast changes that were taking 
[ place in society (the beginnings of indusinal 
= exploitation, a huge military mobilisation) prompted 
j massive and gloriously-named rebellions across 
\ the country as handicraft workers and peasants 
sought to preserve their old ways of life; the 
Beggars 4 Christmas Riot of 15B2. the Plasterers 
insurrection of 1586, (he Felt-Makers' Riot of 
j ±591, the Soulhwark CandleMakers J Riot of 1592. 
Those who resisted enclosure, tearing down the 
fences end tilling in fhq di Echos were for the first 
time caned Levellers. 

Terror 

This resistance to enclosure naturally impked a 
response: terror was used to make possible the 
basic conditions for capitalist development. Al 
home, in the colonies and at sea, gruesome 
\ punishments were enacted to keep the poor at 

- their work, prevent the spread Of radical ideas and 
prevent colonists running off to join the enemy. 

j Transportation to the colonies was a 
\ punishment and ode 1 which not only kept the poo* 
j in their place but also profited the slate, rather 
] than costing it anything. The conquered lush, as 
i well as Gypsies and Africans were forcibly deported 
j out of England. Thousands upon thousands of 
] those found guilty of even mmor crimes ware 
j transported to the colonies, in s sermon of 1622, 
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John Donne ptomised that the Virginia Company 
would H Sweep your streets. and was h your dores, 
from -Idle prisons, and the children of idle persons, 
and impfoy them: and truoly, if the whole Countrey 
were such a Bridewell [orison ], to force idle 
persons to work. ft had a good use," (p, 59) As the 
authors point out, the propagandists and planners 
of colonisation wanted America to function as a 
prison. 

However. It was not a prison from which escape 
was impossible. English soldiers and settlers in the 
npw plantations in Ireland would regularly run away 
to Join the Irish. And in the New World, settlers in 
England's Virginia colony refused to work, mutinied 
and “did R urine Away unto me indyans". In 1611 
some of these renegades were recaptured. Sir 
Thomas Dale, the governor of (he colony H in A 
mpste severe man nor caused (them) to he 
executed.,. Some he a pointed to he hanged Some 
burned Some to be broken upon wholes, others to 
be slaked and some to be shot! to death. ■ The 
purpose of this was “to terrety the rest for 
Altemplinge the Lyke + “ (p. 34) 

Co-operation and Resistance 

The two final main themes in the book tell iho 
other side of the story. All the people taken from 
their homes and moved around the world were 
thrown together in new combinations. In order to 
build empire many workers had to be brought 
together to sail the ships and foil the forests, build 
the forts, enclose and tamo the land. These 
people had to learn to speak together, learn to 
work together, wheiher they were from Africa, Spain 
or Suffolk, And often these new combinations of 
workers who met together in prisons, in the holds 
of ships, in work gangs and on plantations, hit 
back at their masters as the co-operahon they had 
learned in order to build the empire, they used to 
undo it as Africans and Irish rose In rebellion 
together, sailors of many countries dropped out 
and turned pi rata together, and settlers ran off to 
Join i he Indians. 

Radical Alternatives 

The final theme is related to this. What these 
people were struggling for were alternative ways of 
living. And this wasn“t utopian dreaming. The 
common lands in England had only been destroyed 
recently. Gammoning self-sufficiency we£ a living 
memory for many. Slaves taken from Africa had 
been taken from communal village societies. And 
also in the Americas, the Native population 
provided a clear example to the early settlers of a 
funenoning society without the slate, wage-slavery, 
moneys class divisions or exploitation. Virginia's 
Indians had no conception of work In me sense 
that Europeans understood it: WEillam Sirachey. the 
secretary Of the Virginia company, reported that 



they were "for the most parte of the year Idle." 
although they were living well while the European 
colon! sis were starving, (p. 24) AH these elements 
[ combined with popular utopian traditions {the 
Classical Golden Age, the Garden of Eden, the 
; communism of the early Christians etc.) to provide 
\ a very clear alternative to early colonial society. 

■ 

I The English Revolution 

| Lmcbaugh and Rediker trace these I hemes 
= through the fallowing two and a half centuries of 
I English imperialism — a cycle of victories and 
: defeats for the diverse masses that made up the 
= various heads of the hydra. The initial period of 
a terror and enclosure under the Tudors which 
launched the early colonial system and the slave 
trade was a defeat as commoners lost their 



commons, Ireland was conquered and unwilling 
colonists were shipped out to America. 

But the new combinations of people thrown 
together by i his process hfcl back in I he English 
Revolution of I he 1640s„ The Civil War between 
King and Parliament unleashed a vast questioning 
and revaluing of everything In the counlry. The 
revolutionary forces led by Oliver Cromwell and the 
militant Puritans abolished censorship of the 



press, did away with repressive courts and 
I executed the Wing by decapitation in 1649. They 
Ihen dissolved the monarchy and the House of 
Lords and declared a republic. In the tumult a huge 
amount of new radical ideas — democratrc. 
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anarchic, communistic, heretical, libertarian— were 
thrown up In am atmosphere in which everything 
was up for grabs. Radical groups such as the 
Levellers and Diggers sprang up, reclaim log the 
common lands and spreading subversion among 
ihe troops. Strange heretical sects proliferated,, 
preaching that Christ would shortly return and 
establish paradise on earth, casting down the 
powerful and the mighty. 

The Diggers declared in 1649 that private 
property was the work of Satan, anti thal the land 
should he worked in common with no enclosure. 
They took direct action to reoceupy the commons, 
storting about a dozen land communes across 
England at Ihe height of ihe revolution. They slated 
that 11 the carlh Is made by our Crealor to be a 
common Treasury of livelihood to one equall with 
another.* (p. 117} 

For their part, the Ranters published a pamphlet 
in 1650 called A Just ification of the Mm Crew, 
which declared that God "pulleth down the mighty 
hom then Throne, and sets up men of low degree." 
They held that God’s glory was to be found "among 
the j agues, theeves, whO€ema$lers> and base 
persons of the world/ (p. 35) The Ranters wanted 
one world human community with no states and: 
the people of Christendom,. Islam and Africa to 
become “one people and one body". They were 
open libertines, "children of pleasure", seeing 
God's glory in ^dancing, lying with one another, 
kissing pure end perfect". ip. 361 

Had the revolution lasted, the history of England 
and the world might have been very different. The 
commons courd have been preserved:; Ihe slave 
trade might have been abolished. Capitalism could 
have been slopped before rt had really properly 
started. 

The Counter- He volution 

Cromwell and the merchants and cepltaksls who 
backed him needed the poor and the working 
classes to make their revolution for them. And so 
for a while there was a remarkable Nourishing of 
radicalism, but once the republic was established 
and Cromwell was safely in power, he turned on 
the radical* and crushed them. 

The Cromwellian counter' revolution spill the 
movement. The more radical elements were 
executed, imprisoned, pushed underground or 
forced to flee overseas, while others hastily 
rewrote their history to deny that they had ever 
been radicals. Those who had once, in the heal of 
revolutionary fervour, opposed Ihe slave trade, now 
became some of its leading figures. 

Once he was securely in power. Cromwell 
pursued an aggressive policy to challenge the 
Dutch for naval supremacy and to make England 
ihe pre-eminent naval and slaving po we r. English 
involvement In me slave trade hugely expanded 
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fl ?$3} r "The itnege of the freebooter a man 
with a patched eye, a png leg, ami a hook tor a 
hand su^esfs r m essential truth: tailoring was 
a dangerous fine of work. ' fjp. 

after 1649, and by the end of iho century England 
was the primary slaving nation in Ihe Atlantic. 

The Diaspora 

; The counter-revolution begun under Cromwell 
[ was made complete by the restoration of the 
= monarchy In 1560. But defeat is never total: a 
radical diaspora developed, spread around the 
Atlantic world, as Ranters. Quakers and erstwhile 
revolutionaries left for the Americas. El seemed 
j that rebellion had been banished after the 1660s. 

| And indeed in England the ruling class had the 
i upper hand for tha nest century. However, the 
l radical spirit of the English revolution had not died. 
It had simply fled to the four corners of me oaf th, 
There* was a series of revolts across tha 
Caribbean and American colonies In the late 17lh 
century. But eventually* altar some yoors of 
inter mutant war, the colonies wore made safe. The 
rebel war against slavery and empire had become 
increasingly difficult on land. The rebels were 
driven into the sea. But not to their deaths — as 
one hydra's head was cut off, another emerged. 

: The same multi-ethnic class of dropouts now took 

= to the seas as pirates and buccaneers > 

■ 

I 

m 

\ The Commons at Sea 

[ In ihe near-century between the 1670s and the 
= mid-iStn century, radical struggles on land seemed 
to disappear, but a new threat arose at sea to 
I challenge the plans of the English elite. The radical 
l ideas of Ihe English revolution, exiled by Ihe 
Cromwellian counief-revo lotion, found a new home 
; on board the sailing ship, where they circulated 
around the Atlantic world. 

Radicalism came easily to 17th century 
seamen, many of whom were press-ganged into the 
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Navy and were effectively slaves. Severs were 
subject to the most vicious regime of punishmeni 
Imaginable in order to enforce work-discipline. 
Sailing ships were the engines driving the 
development of early capitalism but they were also 
the scene of sustained resistance, as sailors 
noted, mutinied, deserted* and went on strike. The 
most developed expression or this seamen's 
resistance was piracy. All these practices and 
tactics ware earned and communicated around the 
world by sailors. The sailing ship served as "a 
forcing house of internationalism" fp„ 151) m which 
working people of all different races and 
backgrounds were thrown together and in which 
news and ideas from alt over the world were 
exchanged r Sailors even developed their own pidgin 
language to communicate between speakers of 
different languages. This became a language of 
resistance, spoken In port cities around the 
Atlantic and conveniently incomprehensible to 
landlubbers. 

By the end of the 17th century England was a 
global superpower. The throat of piracy was the 
one thing to cast a shadow over this happy 
prospect. The pirates of the late 17th and: early 
18th century— the 'golden age" of piracy — were 
multi-racial (many were escaped slaves) and 
libertarian. It was said thg| 'there is SO lithe 
Government and Subordination among IpiratesJ. 
that they are, on Occasion, an Captains, ail 
Leaders .* (p r 163 1 They were essentially multi- 
racial maroon communities at war with slavery, 
similar to those renegade tribes hidden deep in the 
forests of the Americas* but they took to the high 
seas while Others hid In the mountains or jungle. 

A massive campaign of terror was launched to 
extinguish tho threat of piracy. This was mamly due 
lo the threat it posed to the slave trade. A law was 
drafted for the suppre ssion of piracy^ a naval 
squadron was sen! to West Africa and large 
numbers of pirates were captured and executed. 

By 1730 piracy was defeated, but again, the 
radicals* although defeated, were not destroyod- 
Ehe tradition of maritime radicalism continued as 
an. underground current, appearing in mutinies, 
strikes and rebellions around the A! I antic world. 

Return to Land 

The spirit of revolt that had lied overseas 
returned in the later l3lh and early 19lh centuries 
with a vengeance, as the same unbroken thread of 
resistance showed itself again in the American 
revolution. The successful revolutions in America, 
France, and Haiti, frightened the British ruling 
class. And they had good reason to be frightened 
as tho radicalism they tn ought they had conquered 
reared its head again in a series of attempted 
insurrections in Britain. The radicals were fighiing 
for the same things they had been 100 or 200 
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years before^ egainsl slavery and for tho 
commons. 1 

The harbinger of tho storm to come was a wave 

■ of insurrections that ripped through the Caribbean 
^ slave colonies in the 1730s and 1740s. Governor 
{ Mathews of the Leeward islands said, 'the 

\ contagion of rebellion is spread among those 
\ islands more Chen | apprehend is discovered 11 ', (p. 
j 193} This hurricane hit rand in the 1741 New York 
: watar front conspiracy when sailors and slaves 
; organised togellw to burn the city to the ground 
j and stockpiled guns, gunpowder and ammunilion in 
a local dockside bar. 

The New Yftrk conspiracy was discovered and 
= never bora fruit* Els leaders were executed and the 
- colonial authorities took efforts to ensure rt could 
never happen again. They attempted to break up 
l he urban mob. turn black against white and t import 
less rebellious slaves, 

i Inspiring all (he rebellions of this time were Iho 
ongoing decades-long struggles of fho maroons In 
Jamaica and Surinam, in 1740 |he Maroon War in 
! jomoice ended wiih the British Imperial power 
: conceding to the maroons and granting them land, 

■ autonomy and freedom In return lor an end to their 
guerrilla war against the slave state. 

] Despite its ultimately conservative conclusion. 

. the American Revolution of 1776 was initially made 
: by sailors, slaves and the dispossessed multi* 

\ racial urban mob. But this was followed by an 
American counter-revolution as Thomas Jefferson* 
Thomas Paine and other leading figures Of the 
revolution distanced themselves horn the mob and 
acted to preserve proper ty r privilege and slavery. 

\ The constitution of the new federal republic granted 
: : It the power lo repress domestic dissent while at 
\ the same lime strengthening the insiituclori Of 
slavery. 
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But nevertheless, the American experience 
inspired others^ in Britain. Inland. France. Haii : 

and elsewhere. Sailors and slaves carried its j 

message across the Atlantic, inspiring the j 

abolitionist movement in Britain, re veils in ihe j 

Caribbean and ihe early pan- African movement. 



Despard's wife, Catherine, was an Afrieen- 
Amencan who De-spa rd had met in Belize, and who 
had relumed with him to London, She too was s 
re voly lionary and together they were emblematic of 
the Atlantic struggles of the era. reaching from 
Africa and Ireland to Central America and back to 
London. Bekze was notorious 3s a haunt of 




Back to Britain 

(n 1803 an Irish army officer named Colonel 
-Edward Despard was executed for attempting to 
raise a revolutionary army in England and Ireland 
and to declare a republic. This was not so 
implausible at the lime. The American, French and 
Haitian revolutionary 
wars had all 
occurred within 
recent memory. The 
revolt of the United 
Irishmen had been a 
more five years before 
In 1798. Moreover, 
his conspiracy 
occurred in the 
content of widespread 
resistance to early 
industry In England, 

There were regular 
outbreaks of proto- 
Luddite machine 
breaking and arson. 

Moreover, the threat 
of invasion from 
revolutionary France 
roomed large., Many 
of Ehe conspirators 
were solders w 
sailors and they 
know what they were 
doing. 

The plan was to 
fire on (he King’s 
carnage with a 
cannon as he made 
his annuel trip lo 
Parliament and then 
to seize (he Tower 
Ol London and the 
Bank of England 
before signalling 
to the rest of ihe 
country to rise. 

The ultimate aim 
was to implement 
the “wild and 
Levelling principle 
of Universal 
Equality 1 " as his 
trial judge put it. 

(P. 2B1) 






"A Negro hung alive by the Ribs to a Gallows", c. 1773, The 
revolutionary poet and mystic William Blake etched this 
engraving to illustrate Captain John Gabriel Stedman's 
'Narrative of e Five Years- Expedition'. This was an account of 
the war against the maroons of Surinam. The maroons were 
escaped slaves who lived in the rainforest and defeated the 
Dutch imperialists m a guerrilla war against being returned to 
slavery. Tho Governor of Surinam described the maroons as an 
"invisible enemy % who “shoots you down like ducks in the 
swamps", (p. 4} 



buccaneers, who had interbred with escaped 
staves, transported rebels-, and the Indigenous 
inhabitants of the area, to produce a sea going 
polyglot people who lived in a property less, 
stateless form of corn monism. 

Back in London, the couple joined the growing 

movement against slavery, 
□uspard ended up 

'■< n, Imprisoned for debt, and 1 

white in Jail he met 

insurrectionists and mutineers oi all sorts. 
His conspiracy joined slaves, commoners, 
craftsmen degraded by the 
introduction of machinery, 
mutinous sailors, and the Irish 
Still warning to fulfil the ideals of 
1798. Despard's defeat did not 
end the attempts at revolution In 
England. In 1820 the Cato 
Street conspirators planned (o 
kill the cabinet while they were 
at dinner and then to seize key 
targets in London, giving the 
signal for a national uprising. 

The historical period covered by the book ends 
here, at the moment of possibility created by the 
upheavals of the late 18th century. England came 
very close to a revolution in (ha late iBlh and early 
19th century. Of course we know I hat this 
didn't happen, but at the time, the 
future was open and a new world could 
be discerned oh ihe horizon. 

Missing From History 

Working class struggle and working 

class power is edited 
out of history, 
Even those social 
historians wbo 
pay a n.fi ntion to 
the lives of 
those who built 
the wo id we 
live in rather 
than Just those 
that reaped the 
benefit of their 
labours, still 
often present 
the working 
class as 
victims, as 
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poworFess <(or example a recent radio series on 
working class history called '\foiees of (he 
Powerless' i. Thai Is the history of the working 
class but written from tho perspective of the elite. 
This book redresses the balance a bit, presenting 
working class victor!** and showing bow ihe 
cniracEivEf power and the threat to capitalism 
represented fry slaves, sailors, peasants and the 
indigenous altered the course of history, This is a 
message of hope — that we can change the world, 
and indeed that our political ancestors did. The 
changes they achieved we still live with today 
as we 11 bs their revolutionary legacy to 
inspire us to further pursue I heir 
goals. 

These voices have been silenced 
by the acmaf violence of the 
noose, ihe ducking stool, the 
rack, the gun and the sword, and 
also fry "the violence of 
abstract ion in the writing of 
history, the severity of history 
l hat has tong been the captive 
of the nation-state, which 
remains In mos( studies the 
largely unquestioned framework 
of analysis.” (p, 7) 

The authors ere Marxists — 
of sorts, end this book is partly 
following in the tradition of the 
famous Marxist historians of 
She post-war years (EP 
Thompson. EJ Hobsfrawm. 

Christopher Hill etc.). EP 
Thompson’s The iWakrrtg of ffr£ 

English Htorfdng Cfass (1363) 
starts with the formation of the 
London Corresponding Society 
(LCS) in 1792 — supposedly the 
lust working class political 
organisation In Britain, and 
presumably, the wortd. 

Llnebaugh and Redikor trace 
the history of struggle tho! 
comes before this point end the 
defeats that led the LCS 
eventually to define itself in 
national, racial terms as being 
ror the English working cFess 
rather than the international!, 
mufti-racial oppressed: 
mult itudes of the earth. They 
say, "Organizations such as Ihe 
LCS would eventually make their 
peace with the nation, as the 
working ciass became national, 

Etl0f8th a {p- 352) As John 
Zerzan has pointed out in 'Who 
Killed Med Ludd?', 1 the very 



point which traditional Marxists pick as the 
\ marking the beginning of working class hjstory and 
i proletarian struggle. Is exactly the point at which it 
i is effectively dead and buried within the 
: mechanisms of union negotiating and electoral 
= politics. The Many-Hpn&ed Hydra ends where 
L normaT labour history begins— with the birth of 
j the "pro pdf' "full-grown' 'mature' industrial working 
j class— which is actually a product of defeat. The 
I unrooted peasantry, the iranslboriel class of est 
[ peasants and not-yot-prOtes (not dismissed by 

Linebaugh and ftediker as “primitive rebels', 
like Hobsbawm does 2 ), resisted being 
turned into 'full grown 1 industrial 
workers for decades upon ducades. 
When they finally lost, ihe point of 
their defeat was taken as the 
beginning of the ’proper" working 
class, a 'proper' working class 
which is also a product of defeat, 
inasmuch a s it is defined as 
working and also by separate 
national, white and male 
histories. The separate national 
histories wo are taught in school 
and the separation between 
labour hi st or y, black history and 
woman's history are also 
products of defeat. 

The separation of these 
disciplines of history is in a wary 
an ideological attempt to 
prevent links being made, to 
keep people in separate 
categories and to stop, for 
example, the while working 
class connecting their history 
with black history, it is also 
ideological in that In teaching 
rtafionp/ histories, much of the 
point is to reinforce the idc.i of 
the nation (which is essentially a 
fiction}, whereas of course 
actual history never stopped 
when it got to the borders of the 
state. As. we know from real life, 
actions end inspirations and 
causes and effects flow 
internationally. 

Race Against Time 

This book Is also a story of a 
time before the working class 
was so divided— when the white 
workers had not yet been taught 
to hate the black workers, Indeed, 
these divide and rule tactics were 
introduced to defeat and destroy 
the mull i -racial struggles that had 
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threatened (o shake I he early capitalist world to its 
foundations, 

in the turmoil and revolutionary upheavals of the 
1790s the B white tcictj . ' was invented as a specific 
concept, the ados of race was created as a 
weapon to divide the working class, roost 
importantly the Africans and ihe Irish, Ireland was 
the first colon/ of Ihe British Empire — Ihe first 
model and precursor for everything that was to 
come leler, and the lush had always been regarded 
tike the Africans as a sub-human race of 
barbarians. However, in order lo defeat the spectre 
of a united Irish- African revolt the elite started lo 
propagate the idea of while racial supremacy 
removing the Irish irom thalr previous sub- human 
status and inviting them inside the white man s 
Club, thus trying to break the Irish- African alliance. 

This attempt at inventing racial divisions took 
force especially offer ihe revolution. In Haiti. In the 
revolutionary war in Haiti ihe Island’s slaves 
organised themselves Into a force that was to 
defeat the armies of three empires to finally win 
their freedom and create the first free blech 
country in the world- This profoundly shook ihe 
ruling dess in America and in ell Ihe European 
empires. Llnebaugh and Rodiker say: "When 
casualties began to mounl after the British 
expeditions against Haiti in 1795-96. panic — $nd 
racism — spread through society. This was.,, the 
very moment when ihe biological category of race 
was being formed and disseminated in Britain and 
America", (p, 352) One example of how these 
categories changed is the Hew York waterfront 
rebellion of 1741, When a coifed ion of sailors, 
slaves, workers and the down-and-outs of Mew 
YOrfo's dockside slums deeded to si ago an uprising 
"to burn the town and kill as many white people as 
[they} could*, {p, 208) What is interesting here is 
l hot many of Ihe people involved m the plot were, 
m our terms, ’white' . So they clearly didn't mean it 
m ihe sense that would he interpreted now, "White' 
was a term that didn't at this point apply to the 
Irish, for example., end was meant lo refer to those 
in respectable society— the rich. This Is not so 
bizarre as it may seem — remember the American 
Declaration of Independence which states that all 
men ate created equal and yet many of those 
signing it were slave owners and clearly did not 
intend for their slaves to be graniad these rights — 
obviously 'men’ was a category which did not 
include black men. 

The sort of unity seen in 1741 became 
unthinkable afterwards,, when the labour movement 
became for the white, national working class end 
panAfncanism developed lo meet the utopian 
needs of blacks. Both sides of this equation 
specifically defined i hem solves by race, whereas 
that had not been me case a few decades earlier. 



Against Globalisation 

When l started writing this review l originally 
wanted to Include everything. Suffice to say that 
there are far, lar more amazing. inspiring, crazy 
stories of insurrection, riot, sabotage, and 
revolution In this book than I have space lo 
l men! ion. 

The value and the lesson or such radical history 
is to teach us not to foTgel; that our future 
struggles might be enlightened by what has gone 
before. And UnebBligh and ftudiker 's proto- 
proletariat and its struggles against the rise of 
All antic capitalism can teach us some things that 
still have relevance. Primarily that the strengih of 
resistance is In its hydra-headed ness: it is me 
! ability of rebels and revolutionaries to change and 
shift and merge, to disappear and then re appear 
again in new places and In new forms., that keeps 
the forces of authority on their toes. And also that 
there will always bo resistance, and resistance will 
always be lnlornalional-=when the struggle seems 
to have been vanquished, it will re-emerge in 
another unexpected place, on another level, but 
still with the same dreams held in our heal to. 

And as if to demonstrate the cyclical nature of 
the struggle against empire, history caught up with 
the authors of the book. As they were putting the 
finishing touches to their work, a whole new 
■ international movement against globalisation 
I sprang up to renew the international struggle for 
| liberation: 

'The globalising powers have a long reach and 
endless patience. Yet the planetary wanderers do 
not forget, and are ever ready from Africa to the 
Caribbean to Seatlle lo resist slavery and restore 
the commons." |p. 353)* 

Notes 

II Emmmtiw vt hy John Z*irffln (Lift Dank (iotshu, Setflltt. 

lHSAlv p. 
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Running On Emptiness 

The Pathology Of CMfkation 

By John Zerzan (Feral House* 2002) 

Pa perbac k/215pp/£ 12 .00 
ISBN 0 922915 75 X 

You may have heard of John Zerzari — -to some 
ho i$ one of the great thinkers of our time, to 
others tie is an idiot who wnies untruths about pre 
history in order to put forward his theories of a 
‘Future Primitive - . To the United States media he is 
'the leader of the Eugene Anarchists". So what's all 
Ehc fuss about? 

For those of you who have never read any of 
let zan h s work before, 1 suggest you go out and get 
this latest anthology of his wribngs, Zprzan has 
been investigating the dark heart of civilisation for 
some years now. Never one to shy away from 
debate h or be afraid of making enemies within the 
anarchist scone, he lies Also written critiques of 
post-modern lam and on the moribund nature of the 

left Zorzan is a long-term contributory edrior of US 

based publications Green Anarchy and Anarchy: A 
Journo/ Of Desire Armed, which is In my view the 
best anti-authoritarian journal coming out of North 
America. He Mas also had many articles published 
m the UK P ^ Green Anarchist newspaper. At one 
time he was a regular contributor to the US'S 
longest running anarchist paper., the once great, 
now worthless. Fifth Estate. Alongside Anarchy. 

Fifth Estate was one of the first periodicals to 
develop an anarchist critique of technology and 
civilisation., Qne of the other long term contributors 
to this developing cMlque was Fifth Estate's t>avid 
Watson — author of Against the Megamachine, iFor 
a review of this book see Do 0 / Die No. 9. pp. 193 
194.) 

Zerzan r s ground breaki ng book Dements Of 
Refusal realty opened people's eyes to a wider 
critique of our situaiion,. and what we might need 
to look at in order to create a more authentic 
liberated existence. These ideas were being 
developed In more radical anti-euthonlerlan circles, 
both In the US and here in Ehe UK. 

Buiidmg on Agefnsi His-Story. Against Lcvtgihant 
Fredy Perlman p $ 1983 epic book exploring the his- 
StOry of civilisation, in Elements of Refusal Z&t/an 
explores the origins of agriculture, number, erl and 
language— all of which are fundamental parts of 
civilisation. He then goes on to analyse their role in 
oppression, alienation and our separation from 
nature, Zerzan followed this up with bis book 
Future FY/mdftve, the title essay of which caused 
somewhat of a stir amongst the rather staid 
anarchist scene. 

This latest collection has some strong essays. 

In fact this includes the introduction by Theresa 
KJntZ, which b an insightful overview, not Just to 
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this coHectlon. but to the broad range of Ze nan's 
work and the snartho-primitivisl tendency in 
general. Kin tz sets the context for ihis book 
perfectly as she writes during the run up to me war 
on Afghanistan. In fact as I sit hem writing this 
review we are m the midst of another part of the 
'War on Terror’, this time in Iraq-close to the 
origins of civilisation in the fertile crescent. 
Civilization has meant war sjnee Its inception r One 
leviathan swallows up another, devouring ail mat if 
comes across. 

The title essay ‘Running On Emptiness' is one 
of my personal favourites. Here Zerzan analyses 
wftnT he describes as the "fail urn of symbolic 
thought". He critiques the symbolic and the culture 
that has arisen around this alienated form of 
expression > I think this builds on his "Art"* 

'Number' and ‘Language' essays from fterirenfs of 
Refusal and is one the strongest essays in the 
collection, and In fact I feel completes his 
Investigations into the links between the symbolic 
and civil i sal mn which he started there. 

Symbolism enabled our separation from nature 
and the creation of hierarchy between us. the 
replacement of the real wtlh a mere representation 
of it. It is Zerzan's view that. “Culture has led us to 




betray our own aboriginal spirit and wholeness, mlo 
an ever-worsening rearm of synlhetic, isol sling, 
impoverished estrangement. Which is not to say 
that thofe are no more everyday pleasures, without 
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which we would lose our humane&S, But as our 
plight deepens* we glimpse how much must be 
erased for our redemption,* (p, 16) \ 

if we are so go along wilh this analysis of the \ 
origins of specialisation originating in the origins of 
Symbolic thought,, then it seems lo me that our \ 
liberation lies in the destruction of alienated j 

reifying forms of inlereotlon and expression* with ! 

norvsymbolic end unmediated existences taking 1 
their place. 

Other highlights include a transcription of a talk 
he gave at a university for technophiles e milled 
"Against Technology'. This Is a realty good 
Introduction to ideas around the -role of technology 
and its inherently destructive qualities —both for 
the earth and for us, The essay That Thing We Do' 
explores reification ('literally '(hing-lllcailon h ) r The 
inter view titled * Enemy of The Slate with Zorzen by 
Derrick Jensen, is a clear and concise overview of 
Zorzen^ ideas and a lot of I he key elements of the ; 
anil-civilisation critique. j 

Towards the end is an autobiographical piece. j 
'So How Did you Become an Anarchist?" interesting j 
for those who may think of Zerzan merely as an I 
academic and those that arc interested in his early j 
role In (ha trade union movement, which led him to 
Jils cnllque of leftist politics and his part in the 
debate over the "refusal of work 1 versus organised \ 
resistance within the workplace. Afthough the j 

Inclusion of such biographical details may seem ! 
egotistical or to encourage some 'icon' status ■ 

{something which I feel is problematic within the 
milieu) the bottom line is that things com e from 
our personal experiences. 

The essays Wh ose Unabomberr and 'He 
Means It. Do you?' are about Ted Kaczynski, the 
Unabombdr. Zorzan created a storm in the US 
media by being one of the iirsl people so visit 
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Kaczynski In prison, He went on to create a SlOrm 
(again) in the anarchist movement by refusing to 
writo off Kaczynskl as a lunatic serial killer, rat nor 
painting a picture of him us an intelligent anti tech 
anarchist, which is what Kaczynski claims he is* 
but many anarchists haw arrogantly claimed ho is 
not. Micro recently Zerzen wes in trouble again to 
do with his associations with Kaczynski when 
Green An&rChy published a tactical essay entitled 
"Mit 'Em Where It Hurls* by Kaczynski. 

For me the weakest parts of the book are some 
of the shorter essays like ’Star Trek' and 'City of 
Light’ which I don't realty see \he point In 
publishing here since they're not his strongest 
work, and they feel lifts mere padding. 

This book will not provide you with answers, n is 
not an off the peg anarcho-pnmitivist manifesto — 
not another commodity in the market place of 
pseudo-radical ideas. It does not tell you what to 
do, or how to reach any 'future primitive' — shat is 
for you to work Out.* 



My Name Is Chetifs & I’m In Recovery from Western Civilisation 

By Chellis Glendlunlrig (Shambhata Publications* 1994) 

Pape rbacfc/ 240p p /U S$ 13 , 00/15 B H G 87773 996 X 



In the midst of fighting all the bettlas against 
civilisation's advance, we also struggle with trying j 
to comprehend- the 'nature of the beast,' The anti- 
civilisation perspective has developed an ever [ 

more coherent and acute awareness, and is [ 

beginning |o find its way into the thinking and : 

actions of an increasing number of people, = 

But when we think about the vast, \ 

inter connected and entrenched reality of whet we = 
are confronting,, and how we are so thoroughly j 

trapped in it. the mind balks at finding its way into = 
the centre of the madness to help us imd a point 
of clarity from which our actions arc truly cancer led 
and aimed at deconstructing or destroying this 



maze of civilisation and at freeing ourselves from 
its corrosive influence, What Chellis Gieodinning 
gives us in this book is an account of her Own 
personal journey into the place where the human 
being confronts the damage that bps boon done to 
its very nature, and how that connects to the 
ongoing onslaught agamst all of wild, original 
nature. And bn the process it is a step towards 
what it means to "deeivilise" ourselves. 

As t see it, the book’s basic premise is that we 
can't josi fight against civilisation, but that we also 
need to work on individually and collectively healing 
the traumas and wounds that It has inflicted upon 
us in a myriad of painful and destructive ways. This 
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healing process* and the healing power that It 
■draws upon. has its roots In whet she calls the 
'primal matrix', described as. "(he stale of a 
healthy* wholly functioning psyche in f uN-bodied 
participation with a healthy* fully-functioning Earth/ 
Like other anli-csvilisabon writers and thinkers, 
from Thoreau to Stanfey Diamond, Paul Shepard 
and John Zerzan r she then links this perspective of 
the natural individual to what she refers to as 
■nature-based peoples/ those who. she says, 
inhabit the territory whtch. “may offer the clearest 
access we have to the last remaining vestiges of 
our primal matnx, " through theiir “psychological 
knowledge r social practices, Spiritual 
understandings, and ecotogioal awareness." 

Most of the first part of ihe book. entitled 
"Roots 1 * is devoted to exploring what to many wiJi 
be familiar territory— the evolution of humans into 
relatively small, tightly knit hunter-gatherer bands, 
and the ways that they have lived in. nurtured and 
fostered the primal matrix. The second part* 

1 Domestication and its Discontents 1 describes their 
undoing through the long, dislocating and traumatic 
process of domestication, and Its advanced stage 
which she caffs ’tcchnchsddlellon.' The final two 
sections are more in-depth explorations of her view 
Of the healing process. 

Throughout the work, G lend inning draws out. ta a 
relationship between the deluge of psychological 
dysfunctions among us snd the ecological crisis 
besieging our planet/ As a practising 
psychotherapist, she brings this approach to bear 
in her work with those damaged by the 
“psychopathology of daily life" under the regime of 
civilisation. Bur to got to the point where she could 
hetp others heal* she had to go through her own 
painful and painstaking healing ordeal. 



Like Derrick Jensen, whose writings end talks 
have also achieved a growing amount of attention 
\ among eco-activists, anarchists and others. 
Glendinning was the victim of sexual abuse as a 
child. The need to confront and deaf with the scars 

■ 

= and psychologies! blocks left by those experiences 
? became a powerful moltvation to find a deeper and 
l more integrated wholeness in her life, end world in 
general. Like Jensen* she sees her own personal 
abuse and traumas as inextricably linked with the 
abuse perpetrated over countless generations 
within and by families, societies, classes, races, 
nations, corporations and other Institutions, which 
perpetuate civilisation* She draws upon pioneering 
: studies of post-traumatic stress syndrome to 
I inform us that “when the traumatic experience is 
reft unhealed and dissociated from 
\ consciousness,., trauma! i sed people can re enact 
their pain by unconsciously performing aberrant or 
abusive behaviours that then affect their children 
and so on down through the generations, or thai 
= affoci other people and so on down through 
history/ 

Central to Glendlnmng's approach Is this notion 
of trauma, which she sees as inherent In civilised 
life. At some point in our collective and Individual 
1 histories, she says, ‘something unnatural 
I happened te us/ What could this something be, 
she asks? 

'Because we are creatures who were born to 
live in vital participation with the natural world, the 
I violation of this participation forms the basis of our 
= original trauma, This ts the systemic removal of our 
l lives from our previously assumed eJiipbcaE 

participation in nature's world — fro in the tendrils of 
\ earthy textures* the seasons of sun and stars, 

\ carrying our babies across rivers, hunting the 
: satred game, the power of the life force. It is a 
severance that in the western world was initiated 
■slowly and subtly at first wnh the domestication of 
| plants and animals, grew in intensity with the 
j emergence of Fargo scale civil lutlons, and has 
developed to pathological proportion with mass 
technological society— until today you and \ can 
actually live for a week or a month without smelling 
a tree, witnessing the passage of the moon, or 
mooting an animal in the wild, much less knowing 
Eho spirits of these beings or fel homing the 
interconnections between their destinies and Our 
\ own. Original trauma Is the disorientation we 
experience, however consciously or unconsciously, 
because we do not live in the natural world. It is 

. 

the psychic displacement, the exile* that is 
inherent in civfksed life, it is our homelessness/ 

Gtendinning reflects at length on the devastating 
i psychic effect of our loss of contact with wild 
j nature. “As the wilderness came to be divided up 
\ and scuipied for human use." she whies, "people 
i lost the very context that had originally served the 
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development of personal intognty," Another oi the 
social and psychic losses she explores in some 
depth is F our long-standing' ability to enter into 
nature-induced non-ordinary slates of 
consciousness for the purpose of healing, 
revelation, and connectedness with the nature! 
world." With all of these losses, the sense of 
belonging that we had when part of the primal 
maths has been replaced by an intense feeling of 
fragmental ion and destruct ion which permeates 
Civilisation. For Gtendmnmg., the only answer is 
restoration of the primal matnx< and in the later 
chapters she turns her attention to how lhi$ might 
be done, 

Again, the author draws on her own path of 
heading,, recounting the breakthrough experiences 
that she and two friends had, at very different 
stages of their Hves H of coming *to feel at home In 
the natural world" despite growing up in this 
rationalised, technological suciuiy. Glend inning also 
draws on the healing rituals and ceremonies of the 
pf alive American culture, which help the Individual 
and the community to recover a direct, unmedilaled 
participation in the , more-lhan■humon , world or 
cosmos, By beginning to break down the dualism 
of the 'Western" mindset and the illusion of the 
isolated "self we can start to reclaim our nalural 
birthright from the lockstep Of civilised rationalism, 
by becoming attuned lb our psychic connections to 
people and other living beings and to everything 
around us. 

Certainly, it is a lot more difficult for those who 
grow up outside such a traditionally naiure-ba&acf 
culture to find these healing paths back to the 
primal matrix. There are, however, non- indigenous 
people and communities that have been both 
borrowing on (hopefully in a respectful and 
thoughtful way) indigenous ways and/or developing 
their own practices of these types, and a number 
of these people and communities have gained 
strength and Insight for their activism. 

Earth First! and sister groups and movements in 
ihe US have also seen a significant convergence of 
American Indian struggles and oco defence in the 
past 15-20 years, often over the protection of 
Native sacred sites, which have been and remain 
places of natural and spiritual power, places to 
renew one's grounding in the primal matrix. This is 
not by chance. 

And it is uESb- no accident that people like 
Cheiiis. and a growing number or others, have 
based their activist work and writings on insights 
gained from personal experience with the natural 
wond,. confronting their own traumas and 
conditioning and our collective history, as well as 
from deep connections and friendships with 
indigenous people. And l"m sure they would agree 
that this Is an essential part of our confronting The 
Spread of civilisation around she planet, whether 



we call it healing, decolonisation, antkglobalisauon 
or the anarchic destruction of civilisation. 

Glen dinning goes into these issues at length in 
the last two sections of ihe book, 'Hunting, 
Gathering and Healing." ^nd Primal Matrix Re* 
Arising.' She delves deeply into our 
\ Europcan/American civilised legacy and how It 
[ relates to both the indigenous cultures it 

destroyed, displaced or radically impacted, lb our 
[ own pre^civiiised roots and hbw we go on from 
i berev In the chapter. All My Relations,' she also 
[ takes bn the difficult subject, of our relationship 
with our own ancestors, which for most of us is 
quite problematic due to all the dislocations, 
j migrations and loss of Inter-generational memory. 

I And for those of us who are descendants of 
l coloniser peoples and nations, many of our 
ancestors actively participated In and contributed 
to the civilising and colonising process, so we may 
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tee i (hare is nothing useful in reclaiming a 
connection with them. “Every indigenous people on 
Earth/ she points out, “takes- strength end 
direction from its Imeege." So what ere we less- 
then -indigenous people to do? as Giendinning puts 
It, the ^question that arises from such an 
unprecedented predicament is this: how can we 
reclaim, and honor, a lineage so fraught with 
abuse, injustice, and pam?' For her. once again, 
the urgent need to deal with the effects of inter- 
gene rational trauma in her own life led her to 
directly con horn this question. 

She was compelled to trace her father's abusive 
and deranged behaviour bach through his own 
experiences of abuse, and 1 bach on through the 
generations, finally coming to revelations that led 
her to the early period of American colon i$ai ion p 
and the real isai ion that her ancestors actively 
participated' oven led In* the brutal wars against 
Indian peoples. However, the moment of release 
crystallised for her in one early morning on 
awaking, when Shan '...felt the unnameable How of 
life that links me all my way back to the moment of 
Creation through my ancestors— through the ugly 
ra pings and the musket shots and tattered rtesh„„ 
the witch burnings, the scientific theories-- bach 
through the cave paintings and me animal furs.,, 
the lhairy boasts, tho shore crealuies, seaweed 
and plankton, lightning: me. all the way back to 
Creation,,, What had previously prevented me from 
embracing my lineage — the inherent up rootedness 
of my people, the lack or tradition passed down ro 
me. my righteous sense of disgust at history, the 
violence my father had perpetrated — fell into a new 
place, subsumed now by the vast flow of fife... The 
spirits of my ancestors had called out to me; I had 
heard them." 

What Gl endinning is talking about here, what 
she fett in the core of her being, is a radical 
wholeness, cutting through the fragmentation and 
amnesia and illusions of separateness that gives 
power to the chhlisational complex. * Healing/ she 
says near the end of the bonk, “Isa process of 
rounding up all the fragments and reconciling 
them." 

Part of the heating for Giendinning clearly also 
involves finding 4 way to bmijk down the barriers 
between different struggles, activists and 
movements. And she finds this common ground In 
the anticivilisation perspective reflected in her 
book. 

Speaking in Eugene with Ward Churchill, she 
slated that "the struggle against globalisation is a 
continuation; of the struggle for decolonisation/ 
Both the civil hghts/BEack Power and the American 
Indian sovereignty movements in the United States 
were also inspired by and part of the globat 
decolonisation movements. Just as the many 
Indigenous autonomy stfuggres being waged now 



around the globe are the current cutting edge of 
this same process 

Europe and European descended people have a 
| long way to go in confronting the traumatic results 
I of their history and its continuing cycles of 
expansion and warfare. Especially now, with the 
l ’American Empire' declaring total wgr and many 
\ Europeans (and Americans) questioning, protesting 
l and actively resisting civilisation's most extreme 
pathological form, rt Is urgent for Europeans and 
j Americans tNorlh, Central and South), especially, 

: to try to confront together this legacy. Just as Franr 
^ Fanon talked of the need to decolonize one's mind 
as a fundamental stop towards actual 
decolonisation for Africans and African descended 
peoples Jwy Name ts Chottis is an honest and 
helpful attempt to do something similar for 
Europeans and European descended peoples. And 
in some ways it goes even far i her, into (he realm 
of ^civilisation.' 

Il goes to (ho heart of how our isolated and 
alienated civilised selves are for the most pari a 
dim rand distorted rolled ion of what we as natural 
human beings once were and can still be m a 
healthy relationship within primal human grouping 
and with the rest of Fife end natural forces. 

I Glendinning compellingly demons! rales how 
l "internally' overcoming the conditioning and mostly 
unconscious psychic patterns and disturbance & 

■ imposed by civilisation can't be separated from 

■ “externally* fighting the technological b political, 
military, rheological and commercial forces of 

l civilisation and the ecological disturbances and 
\ devastation they wreak. 

\ Some might feel this is an ehfist approach^ 
given the despicable living, working, police state 
j and war -besieged conditions of so many people 
throughout the world. But if the anti^civihsaEion 
perspective really has the truthfulness and power 
many of us feet It has and is vo grow as a 
movement (if it can be ceiled th&t}, from all the* 
dispersed points of resistance where it takes root 
and action, it needs to bavu tho strongest possible 
grounding in the very uncontrolled, free- Mowing 
. psychic c-sud evolutionary dynamics that civilisation 
l seeks to dominate and suppress. Giend inning's 
= book is one effort towards rinding that 
grounding,* 
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Bloody Heit 

The Price Soldiers Pay 

By Dan Hallock (Plough Publishing House, 1999) 
Paporback/36Spp/£S.50/ISBN 0 87486 969 2 



Published by radical Christians the Bruderftof 
Foundation. and with an introduction by the British 
1983 Falkland* War veteran Simon Weston p this 
little book Is a collection of first hand experiences 
of war told by men and worsen from the armed 
forces of various countries. 

Tatting, a broad cook at the whole spectrum of 
brutal wars (and so called low intensity conflicts ' } 
that the world experienced up until the end of the 
last century this hook mainly comprises highly 
personal si ones from people involved in both World 
Wars, the Korean and Vietnam Wars | which is often 
referred to as I ha American War in this book) as 
well as covering |he 1991 Gulf War in Kuwait and 
Iraq, These are interspersed with other pieces from 
people actively involved in peace and anti- 
militarism struggles, and commentary Is given 
throughout by the editor andi retired US serviceman 
Dan Hallock. 

As well as these personal accounts of war r the 
book also takes a look at the wider content of the 
militarisation ol society, and the politics around the 
recruitment of military personnel. This is of 
particular relevance here In Britain, whore young 
people (often with little educeiion and already 
partly traumatised by broken homes or abusive 
parents ) are lured out of ‘economically depressed' 
areas with adverts fuH of the promise of physical 
fitness, adventure and travel. Carol: Picou. seduced 
by these images. and now suffering from Gulf War 
Syndrome (GWS) would like the chance to make 
nor own advert firslly showing people, *„ Jn basic 
training, firing our weapons. ckmWng mountains, 
rappelling, doipg all those wonderful things She 
army teaches you to do, Eind then showing, us now, 
with our crippled bones, our Incontinence. Take oil 
of us in ow wheelchairs, missing ouf arms and 
legs, and dying of cancer and brain tumours. Take 
our grows, and put that on a commercial." (p. S3) 

When asked how he would respond to someone 
who was contemplating a career in the military. 
Retired Navy Rear Admiral Eugene Carroll 
responds. "First. Td disabuse him of the notion 
that the mititary makes anything better. The 
military exists to kilt and destroy." fp r 66) Vietnam 
veteran Gerald McCarthy says that war Is not even 
the only thing lo bo afraid of. Referring to the 
damaging aspects of mititary training, he takes it 
further, ■„* forget going to war... I wouldn't even go 
back to boot camp... I think it can change you 
psychologically forever." (p„ 83) 

The brutalising effect that this military training 
has on people is referred to Over and over ogam 
throughoul the book, end the extent of the 
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brainwashing that soldiers are subjected la seems 
[ immense. More optimistically, however, It is dear 
that given half a chance people arc quite quick to 
j Jettison the Inflicted structure and mindset of the 
military. Vuiuran Vince Bramley had this revelation 
during the Falkland* War when he realised he 
wasn't “the rough, cough j soldier) that the 
; program met of training had made you out to be. Vou 
; realise you re still human, and you have human 
j feelings, find that the men beside you aro no 
different. The one thing that united all of us 
bundled together up on that mountain — both Slits 
and Argentines— was l hat wo were all very upset 
about the whore fucking mess we were in,' (p. 65) 
The other lesson emphasised is the complete 
j and callous disregard that the state and military 
have for people who have been injured In its wars. 

\ Denzii Conmck. a soldier In tins Falklan-ds War who 
\ lost his leg. Is blunt; I'm not angry with the 
j Argentinian soldiers. Sul I get very angry when I 
j think of how the British Army left me high and dry 
after they had their worth out of me.* (p. 308^ 

: From the homeless British exsemteenwn and 
: women of both Wortd wars, through to people 
\ suffering from GWS thore are whole sections Of ex- 
service personnel that have been betrayed by the 
tfsUiblijih.rterti, Pwpta like Anne Selliy. i^vffcO h$n#tng 
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been exposed to unknown chemical eoraiaminHtion 
$ft(] untested medical drugs during tot? first Gulf 
War. now suffers from chronic: rasping and 
wheezing that lias left her specialists baffled as To 
how to treat it, and the military denying, that her 
H loess even exists. 

Recruited with lies and false promises, 
brutalised by training, losing your health In wan 
fought for a rich elite — and then deserted as on 
embarrassment and economic liability 
when It's ail over. That's how the slate 
treats you when it's used you for its 
acts of murder and terror.. 

Of course this book contains more 
than enough statistics and horrifying 
accounts of the reality of these wars to 
make even the hardest stomach turn, 
but for me some of the most important 
□nd interesting pieces of writing In here 
are those that deal with the 
psychological aftermath Of conflicts. 

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and other 
similar conditions arc a common theme mentioned 
throughout the whole book. Many contributors 
recount suffering the ojetmme anxiety, depression, 
emotion at constriction and self-destructive 
behaviour patterns that are some of the symptoms 
associated with PTSD. One extract notes that more 
American Vietnam wer veterans have committed 
Suicide than were actually hilled by 'enemy ' action 
during the whole conflict.. Official figures have been 
constantly disputed, but a 1990 study by the US 
Congress concluded that over half of Vietnam 
combat veterans suffered from significant 
psychological problems, with estimates of those 
who have killed themselves as a result ranging 
from 10,000 through to as high as 120,000, 

PTSO is not something unique to having been 
involved in war— it Is a condition that we should be 
aware of, as well as making efforts to learn 
possible ways of helping friends from within our 
communities who may suffer from it In the future. 
And in ease this sounds over dramatic, even 
leaving aside me potential of traumatic Incidents Iri 
everyday life (accidents, rape, attacks etc.) we 
must remember that as political radicals we 
purposefully seek out confrontational and 
dangerous situations where the likelihood of 
suffering mental and physical trauma is increased 
many times over. 

Especially, for example,, with the solidarity work 
undertaken by internationals in places like 
Palestine and Chiapas. Basic first aid and some 
herb and massage knowledge are useful for the 
physical effects; but are any of us thinking about 
how to deal with t he huge menial dislocation that 
radical social change may well entail— especially if 
we fail and are subject to increased and brutal 
repression? 
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This Is a terrifying and moving book, and I 
certainly recommend it* For people who have been 
in the military (of which there ere quite a few in our 
scene) it can help towards the essential process of 
healing the psychological and physical traumas 
that they have suffered. For everybody else it 
provides rate human insights into the minds of 
young (mainly) men who serve, or have served, as 
hired kilters for the state. 

Those reasons ere enough to read the 
book, but If that Js ail it provides it will 
have been a missed opportunity. Far 
more important is the possibility that 
these writings will help to extend me 
understanding that war Is not: e moral 
Issue, but one that has a more 
systemic cause, like all of the 
struggles we are engaged in, war and 
militarism as we know them are a 
result of e particular system, Smcdley 
Suiter (a retired US Major Oonorol, and winner of 2 
Congressional Medals of Honour) sums It up well; 
“1 spent 33 years and 4 months in active military 
service as a member of the Marine Corps. I served 
in all the commissioned ranks, from second 
lieutenant to major general. And during that period 
l spent most of my time being a high class muscle 
man for Big Business, for Wall Street, and Iter the 
bankers. In short, I was a racketeer, a gangster for 
capitalism/ (p. 205) The only truly effective and 
radical anti-war activist must also stand In 
opposition to this whole system that sees the 
earth, animals and people as resources to be 
sekzeb. managed, exploited — and if needed — 
eliminated. Anything else only perpetuates the 
system and its wars.-* 



Resist the Waf Machine! 

The Peace Piut(gQ Union Is an organisation 
of individuals from oil walks of life. Their shared 
bdli ol Is that war and violent conflict aro neither 
necessary nor Inevitable* and their aim is to 
work towards creating a {ust world free from 
wan They can offer advice end help for serving 
soldiers wishing to leave— especially 
conscientious objector cases, Contact them at: 
Peace Pledge Union, 41b Brecknock Road, 
London NT OUT, England. Tel: 020 7424 9444 
Email: Web; www.pmLQrg .uk 

Also worth getting lb louch with is the 
organisation At Ease, a free advLce service for 
members of the UK Armed Forces, it is 
completely confidential. Contact them: At Ease, 
28 Commercial Street* London El 6LS, UK. 
Email: aToase@ad vi sor v. fr&eser vc .co.uh Tel: 
0207 247 5164 (Office hours are on Sundays 
only between 5-7 pm,) 
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Fed up with facts? Had it up to here with theory? Here's a whole hunch of made-up 
stuff that's a whole lot reale r than most non-fiction. So, all you armchair 
anarchists, sit back and put your feet up and enjoy the vicarious pleasure of readin 
about wrenctifn p with our very own patented monkey wrench ratings system. 



4 Friend of tha Earth by IC Boyle 
(Bloomsbury, 2Q00J ISBN 0-7475-5346^7 

Tills is a greet book. Set in the California- of 
2025i it is (he story of Ty fierwaterj 9 format mad 
dog militant of the (very thinly disguisGdI) "Earth 
Fore vo ri" movement, now tending n bedraggled 
'ark" of endangered species 9 SS 0 mMed by his 
fabulously wealthy and somewhat eccentric rock 
star employer, Ty muses on his chequered past on 
'the unraveling edge of the disaffected fringe"* nis 
bewitching EF1 organiser es-wife. and the extinction [ 
of his daughter in 2001 after an iconic three year \ 
tree-sit (she's infinitely cooler than the dappy Julia : 
Butterfly, by the way.) [ 

ti"H little more then 20 years into the future, but = 
society is already beginning to buckle as titanic 
downpours alternate with scourging dust sfoems, 
and virulent plagues cut a swathe through the 
human population. The roof of tho world has been j 
blown off and nature as we know It has effectively 
perished, literally smashed to smithereens. Boyle . 
is very strong on the profound turmoil Ol dwelling 
in a world that has turned Oh us. no longer 
nurturing or evon dependably-— where insecurity is 
wifi largo. Here our collective power has indeed ! 
transformed the world, but into purgatory and not I 
Into paradise, rendering y& ultimately power/ess. I 
pray that he p 5 wrong, but If the climate change 
feedback mechanisms kick in 
quicker than is currently 
anticipated... oh oh. 1 Reading this 
book this so-called winter, l cast an 
anxious eye about me, At times, the 
promise of an earfy spring flower or 
of che migrant heralds of summer 
seemed tragical ly to be turned on its 
head; less a foretaste of renewal 
man a sign of foreboding, 

To continue in this morbid vain for 
a moment. A Friend of the Earth in 
some ways- is about the death of 
hope. Tier water is coming to terms 



with the debilities of otd age, vanquished dreams 
and the loss of vigour, as well as the unbearably 
hitter taste of failure in his efforts to avert the 
apocalypse | which claimed the life of his daughter 
into che bargain). His shortcomings Jr-en'i glossed 
over either— -he's m man with some serious 
s issues'. When asked by an old llmbor industry 
stooge what ho hed achieved:: *tbc answer ns on 
my lips like a flock of something so rank and acidic 
you just have to spit it out^ "Nothing.' t say, 
'Absolutely nothing.’" Will Tier water's story bo 
ours, his past our present? 

But I'vo made the book sound a lot more 
despairing than rt actually is. 'It is also about the 
way In which hope endures and adapts, perhaps 
even triumphs — "the force of life undented and 
lived right on down To the fast tooih in the last 
head". It ends with Tierwater and his ox making a 
new fife out of the wreckage, high up in the Sierra 
Nevada — as Me wryly puts It. "For the first time In a 
long time i feel something approaching optimism, 
or at teast a decline in the gradient of pessimism." 

IVa a tale beautifully tofd too — chock full o\ rutty 
turns of phrase, very funny throwaway asides and 
some passages that simply shine, Descriptions of 
the [relatively) Intact natural world of the novel’s 
past are unsentimental yet vibrant, sharpening the 
pang of its loss, And as for Tier water's 
rnonkeywrenchiog capers, here's a flavour; 
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"And what were the terms of his parole? To 
remain within the city limits of Los Angers, so 
report to hts parol's ofiicer once 4 week, to protest 
nothing, demonstrate against nothing, abjure all i 
l/ee-huggcrs and spike rs r and above all to steer 
clear of Illegal! activity of any kind. No | 

extracurricular activities, No night-work. No ] 

monke^renching. The judge made that abundantly 
clear. 

Yfcs P wen. fuck the Judge/ 

1J Fw »nw fBany dffprfftsir® r&ndwfi te (hii f ybjffct, *ee 1b a 

rffetfil I ol Live US *HMIOTiflii AcaiM 0l S£HroCfl*5 I'COOObyf 
cjueI ‘Hfc-jrld 1 h 1 ,- J*mnmy RiMhln In r^w Gudridltari 1/3/02 1. If Mii I* 

Cjw niqi. I ham Wdfri Iff &ff Em Bffna*** polmpni until editing. 

& hkjtHiy public a ct&n «b i n.-i rm« -or (hem 1 ); whin you 

IT^fit CAll thff 'Sfltflh «PHWi' (from thfl Him ftmunAWf 

5}. fl* WK? RrfllWgVOil rttpWM'-'Wl' 1 * 11 tfrllWI I V-ftnh. I *lt», I 
mate (trOm Cliff *on£ \ h*Mp Oftm Up' by 
ChiflW*AmtMi li 




5;ck Puppy by Carl Hlaasen 
{Macmillan, 2000} ISBN 0-333-78607-6 ! 

One of my fellow editors couldn't quite see the I 
funny side of Sick Puppy, but then he’s a 
humourless bugger anyway, Carl Hieasen is actually j 
a bit of a star F Ha is renowned for his work as a 
muckrake r, exposing the bfeathlakingly sleazy pond 
iiio who rule the 'swamp of teemmg greed known 
as Florida ", (These people are also responsible for ! 
foistmg Gush the great baboon an an undeserving 
world, if you recall,) Leaving the state to their I 

tender mercies Is like "sneaking out the back door 
on a dying friend", and he even took on old Uncle 
Wall the Human Popsicle in 19^8s Team Rodent: 

How Disney Devours the Workf . You've got to bo 



pretty bravo to fuck with the Mouse down In the 
Magic Kingdom. Strangely, for a native Ftorfdlan 
who cares passionately for his vandalised patch. 




the attempts to convoy Its natural glories in Sick 
Puppy (an mostly flat. Out his hatred is undoubtedly 
sharp, savagmg the development cabal with sassy 
razor-edged quips that come thick and fast- 

The plot concerns freelance eco-nut Twiiiy Spree 
(unbalanced, but in e good way) who can't help but 
wreak "unambiguous vengeance" on moronic Jot- 
skiers who wing pelicans with beer cans, or 
drunken slobs who'vo been out (Ty-tlpping tojcic 
waste of an evening. After stalking litter lout 
government lobbyist Palmer Stoat (who has iust 
bagged a geriatric black rhino on a private game 
reserve), he gets embroiled in fighting Stoat's 
latest shady deal. In conjunction with a cash rich 
young entrepreneur involved m the "import-export 
business". Stoat seeks to ruin the untouched Toad 
Island by turning ic into yet another monsircus gqil 
resort and condominium complex, Building 10 a 
satisfying and highly amusing clime*, the had guys 
finally get their comeuppance thanks to a 
'■narcoleptic pachyderm" and the timely 
intervention of a "dog ex machlna". 

Hiansen has a imoly developed sense of the 
absurd (he needs it}, and nowhere is this more 
evident than in the cast of larger than life, 
flamboyantly grotesque supporting characters. 
There's the Eastern European "models" who are 
becoming Barbie Doll clones for a fix of rhino horn 
powder; Mr. Gash, the hitman with a penchant for 
iguana skin corsets and (hysterical) 999 calf snuff 
tapes (they help him to unwind, you seel; the 
engineer on a one-man /ihacf against nature, alter 
an unfortunate, intimate encounter with a 
chipmunk as a boy. Bust of all r however, is Clinton 
Tyree, memorably described as "Grizzly Adams on 
PCP". He has a. glass eye and pirate Style twin- 
pronged beafd (with matching buzzard beaks), 
wears a plastic shower cap, a kilt made out of a 
racing flag, and & retching Chihuahua pelt vest “for 
special occasions' 1 , ho is one of the all time groat 
oco-warriof (sorry) heroes, right up there with The 
Mpnkeywrenc^ Gang s equally demented and 
implacable Goorgo Washington Hayduke. 

Another highlight of the book is the absoluiety 
priceless exchange between Twiiiy Spree and the 
* anger management counsellor" (ugh) who has 
been asslghCd to him after ho bum! down hi* 
uncled bank. |As Tyree saysL "For Christ's sake, 
what about greed management? Everybody in this 
State should get a course in fhaf. You fail, they 
haul your sorry ass to the border and throw you 
out of Florida/? Sadly, it's too long to quote here, 
but it should be made required reading, for all 
peddlers of pseudo-posillvlty — preferably by 
branding it Inside their eyelids, "Anger is an 
energy", as a mouthy old has-been used to 
scream. 

Tyree again: "Thai's what we were put here for. 
to stay pissed off... Nothing shameful about anger, 
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boy. Sometimes it's the only sane and logical end 
moral reaclion, j^suS. you don I Bake* a class lo 
make 1 1 go raway! V^li lake a dunk or a goddamn 
bulleL Or you eland and tight the bastards." Word 

up! 




Antarctica by Kim Stanley Robinson 
(Harper Collins, 1998) 

ISBN 0-00-64970 3 9 

On first reading An-IarcE^a left me cold — now I'm 
not so sure. As belli s tilts immense and 
inscrutable eomfeiwnt its narrative Is panoramic, a 
kaleidoscope of overrapping and cornet lines 
clashing perspectives. According to Robinson, in 
Antarctica the body of the world "has been stripped 
to the skeleton 4 , leaving a wilderness that vs more 
physical than biologic ah intensely inimical to life. It 
is also the "“landscape of our imagination" — a 
paragon of unsullied and inalienable purity, As true 
Terra NuiUs, the Empty Quarter, tt derives Kft 
presence From our absence- This sanctity was 
enshrined (at least on paper) by the Antarctic 
Treaty- and designation as the “continent for 
science' confirmed its exceptional, otherworldly 
status, free oF national sovereignty, private 
property and commercial eapEoitetionc But fen the 
near future of the book. the Treaty Is going the way 
of !he rapidly disappearing ice As debt ravaged 
Southern nations begin to explore for oil and gas, 
Antarctica Is becoming the ‘outermost edge" of 
the global bailie against "Gotterdammerung 
capitalism", into the fray steps the highly 
clandestine “ecocage Internationale", enraged by 
this Trashing of the last straw, the pollution of an 
ideal. 

Although their vw?ii-orchestratcd assault on the 
oil wells is the pivotal event of the novel, the 
ecolaurs are relatively peripheral to its themes. 
Robinson has more philosophical intentions- 
"Knowledge 1 is still Antarctica's main export, and 
there are good insights into the tortuous workings 
of the scientific factory floor, with the 'tfynamicfesr 
geologists poring obsessively over fossilised leaf 
liner and the orient ah on of pebbles, busy turning 
objects into facts In the biting cold., Their radical 
thesis— a defrosted ice cap 3 million years ago — is 
simultaneously one in the eye for their bitter 
"stabilist 1 rivals and a cautionary message for 
today's climatic catastrophe. One character argues 
lhat science is a "utopian project"., and even lhac it 
is capitalism's last great nemesis— personally 1 
remain to be convinced! Another — engaged in 
whacked out research into the neutrinos which 3rp 



: down from the Norih Pole- — soys that "the whole 
\ project of science is backwards, the more you 
understand something the less it moves you, my 
\ goal now is to reverse that, to do anti-science, to 
I know ie ss, to understand /ess and thus ftwf ft ail 
moro r r Now youVe talking 1 Feng shufe geomancer Ta 
Shu advises that "we must learn this Earth... as 
scientist and lover wrapped together m one. The 
love rknower"— striving to attain the first explorers" 

[ experience of "being-in the-world". 
f Antarctica is crammed with the literally 
[ staggering exploits of these early explorers, like 
l Birdie Bowels end Apsley Cherry Garrard s (!) 
magnificently pointless rttorsf Journey fn Ihe IrVodd 
(1911): tracking down Emperor penguin eggs In the 
[ depths of winter and thereby falling to prove a 
barmy theory, while very nearly dying in the 
. hi tempi, This is a place where even the humdrum 
: can become heroic- such os struggling to fix the 
plumbing at hie South Pole at 60 below. These 
E guys are "the first Antarcticans", the conilnenfs 
- "only shared culture", because iE has *so little 
human history that what happened at the start Still 
overshadows all." 




Mountain guide vsieue leads groups on "fen the 
\ Footsteps of„, # enactments, of these first 
■ expeditions. Her clients subject themselves to 
l rewound Antarctiean hardship, its ’pure 

existentialism" acting as a counterweight to lives 
of comfortable ennufe and an era fen which 
Adventure seems to have bean exhausted. 'Those 
who have no future aro condemned to repeat the 
past/ (Itself another finite resource), but it's a pass 
with the edges smoothed off, remixed: GPS 
assisted, designer kibclad, a chopper ride out of 
here only a phone call, away., They even end up 
recreating earlier recreations. But It suddenly takes 
on real, ha Praising meaning when a erevasso 
claims their sledge and the ecoleurs cut their 
communication link to civilisation — now the 
; Footsteps are Boo close for comfort. 

! Valerie's group are rescued by a hitherto 
unknown community who have gone 'feral' on the 
l ice, moved by their desire lo "become indigenous 
\ to this place" with a new way of life that is an 
eclectic mix of high and low tech. Back home at 
the Amen;: an research siation of McMurdo the oil 

j 

well bombings and the dissolution oF the Treaty 
have triggered a crisis. Antarctica cannot go on as 
■j before, and the challenge its people now face is 
that which confronts the entire world— how to 
sidestep disaster. Guided by the fgr@ls r spirit of 
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’sac red- inhabitation" and Ta Shu's mystical 
warbling®, she people of McMurda draw up a son 
of Declaration of Independence ('we Hold these 
rocks to be self-evident../). With this, the first 
stirring of a true Antarctica^ culture, what was 
Terra iVuJfis at last becomes “Terra Communis”. (Of 
course , such a noble gesture wouldn't be complete 
without fudging at least one tricky practical 
queslion—in this case the issue of oil exploration! 
is neatly deferred.) 

On their long trek to safety, Valerie had reflected 
on tho pleasure of ‘movement as the rhythm of 
her thoughts', the conjunction of mind, body and 
place that the ferals call being ’the land’s human 
expression' — or whsn another Robinson describes 
as ‘taking (he perfect step’, 1 Such metaphysical 
sentiments sound especially pretentious when 
summarised: like this, and they sure aren’t much 
use as a political programme, but ultimately they’re 
what il"5 all about; the only way to gel from A to 6. 
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Road Rage by Ruth Rendell 

(Arrow, 1998) ISBN 0-09-947061 6 

Road Rage is pedestrian — a diabolically dull 
book. On the strength of this it is really hard to see 
where Rendell got her reputation from. pustjackel 
quotes likei “The most brilliant mystery novelist of 
our lime" can only come from a top secret blurb 
factory which churns out empty praise by ihe yard, 
□r because all reviewers are dosed with Prozac* For 
an alleged thriller Road Rage ^s strangely subdued 
and lacking in narrative tension being about as 
suspenseful as a stopped clock. It's vary difficult 
to care what happens to paper ihin characters, but 
oven Chief Inspector Wexford— who Rifidsll has 
had the chance to flesh out over a long sonos of 
novels— seems to be barely there, Special monlion 
must be made of animal rights lunatic Brendan 
Royait. who has "the eyes of the fanatic", with 
“"eyebrows like animal fur" and a 'harsh, 
haranguing" voice — shame she lorgot the bit about 
the twirling moustache and the defenceless 
maiden lashed to the railtoad tracks. He's such a 
beastly unfeeling people-hater that his previous 
form consists entirely of hardcore liberations of 
caged birds from pel shops. 

Written shortly after Newbury. Fairmii® and 
Manchester Airport, Roed Rage has a protest 
against the ^Kingsmarkham By pass' coming to 
Wexford's boat in the well known county of *Midr 
Sussex* (Grrrrj* Mainstream organisations are 
united in opposition, there's some endangered 
small things, a large respectable rally is held a la 



Newbury and tree camps are set up. Then a 
I supposed breakaway faction called Sacred Globe 
I kidnap five hostages (including the Chief 

Inspector's wife, wbo has campaigned against the 

r 

road) and threaten so execute them if the bypass 
isn't stopped. Wexford and his fellow plods bumble 
! cluelessly about, targeting Brendan the reeking red 
herring, a hostage dies, there's a twist in the tall, 
j- 'dramatic* finale, case closed. The End r i 

\ Road Rage's badness is particularly irritating 
i because it is the only one of the novels renewed 
I here that represents our own experience. 

; Presumably we made good topical fodder to be 
I slotted In to Rendell's usual formula, os well as 
[ being usefully photogenic lor the inevitable TV 
| adaptation, Her understanding seems lo come 
[ from a Chief Inspector of Suffolk Police, who 
I undoubtedly gave her very deep insights into tne 
j antt roads movement. There $ no cultural of 
political context hero at all. no nuance, the 
protesters cardboard cutouts straight out of Central 
I Casting, a curious race of medieval revivalists 
| known as the "Tree People" who appear as if by 
i magic, (If anything they’re not distinctively nuity 
j enough f} She has no idea of the subtle tensions 
\ that run through campaigns— o.g. between the 
( "masked raiders" who smash up the developers' 

| office and Kingsmarkham High Street shops, and 
j others who are only too ready to grass up 
| "anarchists*.. One of the latter had once been 
j imprisoned for sabotaging a nuclear power station, 

; but now is ’only in favour of peaceful [sie| 

: resistance' — following a tour of the Sizewell 
nuclear plant, where "he was so impressed he 
= completely changed his tune." 5he p s not oven very 
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good at conveying the apolitical but heartfelt 
passions of "normal 1 local people — from ex-Tories 
contemplating bombings el Twyfordi to country 
ladies on che verge of clobbering security with their 
Chanel handbags at Newbury, in keeping with the 
lifeless fed of the book, even Wexford is blandly in 
Support of the protesters' aims if not their 
means — in true "My uaughior a s □ vegetarian' 
fashion. An attempted hatchet Job on "scrounging 
crusty scum' would at least have been more 
enter C dining. 

SlilL the secretary of the "Mid Sussex Wildlife 
Trust" is spot on when he soys: "Can't keep things 
Simple, people always have to have a lot of 
Internecine squabble s; one litlle thing they don e 
agree with and they’re off forming a collective of 
their own. Give mo animals every time." 

n OK. LhrcfE Ji £ "Ml VaJl9y T In SuSBfliL it 1 * very n*m and would 
h.Y.m lx™ i i>>rwid b> Uh Hasklu^ Ex pj is. *«r Sul Iff 

ha 'Pwnrffii PXwiachofum", a aydJC*wUY ptaco ns™, 

UMIlII dEMa she Eh Irth wt &u. Weil Cfinrflir r ^“ihcK^I 
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The Rape of the Rose by Glyrt Hughes 
{Penguin, WU9) ISBN 044407422-B 

Tho Rapg of ifte Roso vividly 6 evokes the 
tempestuous worf-d of the Luddites: the origin al- 
and still the best— Monkeywrench Gang. From the 
famous abortive attach on Rewfoids' Mill to the 
assassination of Prime Minister PercevaL Ihe 
English (pre) working class is fighting for its right to 
life Jn the spring of 1312. Mor Greave. a self- 
taught weaver in the Yorkshire village of Lady Well, 
eagerly awaits Mayday, when from "“the combing 
shops, public houses, meeting places of 
Combinations and illegal debating societies 
would flow a mighty river southwards to "o'er topple 
t’GevernmenlV He longs tor "a keyhole in the 
black prison of his life.., to see how vast and 
golden it was beyond'. Afler ilceing an ambush m 
Ladywcll's Paradise Mills, he falls In love with 
Mary, 'palmed iady\ occasional informant and all- 
round tealeaf . Together they travel to Oldham, 
where Mary leads a cabbage-lobbing food riot, and 
they participate in the mob- handed sacking of a 
mill owner's mansion, Qt course h It all eventual ly 
ends in tears (sort of), but then that's what 
revolutions are for. 

As with most great revolts. Luddism sprang into 
being fof all kinds of reasons, The "croppers — the 
aristocracy of woollen labour — were resisting the 
imminent obsolescence of their particular trade. 
Export earnings from textiles had been devastated 
by fMapoleonic embargoes, and owners were 
making sure their workers felt the pinch, But it was 
also more than this, a real turning point part of a 
grander narrative; communities with a rich social 
fabric of solidarity^ autonomy and conviviality, in a 
last ditch battle against being herded into the 
factories. These communities were try no means 
perfect, but they did at least have the freedom to 
work only *as they willed or thought bosr. As ono 
writer observed of the Leicester stocking knitiofs' 
for instance, 'Each had a garden, a barret of homo 
brewed ale. a weekday soil of clothes and one for 
Sundays, and plenty of leisure." 1 Greave is clinging 
on to this dear life, dreamily surveying the moors 
as he works on his loom at homo. His wife and 
children aren't so lucky, having been trapped by 
debt bondage into Paradise Mi Ns; the expulsion 
from Eden is made explicit by tts gateway, which 
depicts Adam and Eve. and then 'on the inner 
flanks of the posts, our forefathers slunk into 
exile — into the mill." This isn't just of historical 
interest either— It's an ongoing process. It started 
here, a-n Internal colonisation, a dry run: 

* Yorkshire, too, was a frontier*, as one of the 
soldiers reflects. The Wild west fwhich is to say, 
naked exploitation, land grab, gun law and native 
genocide), is no longer to t>c found in America but 
has shifted to Grvuil. 



I Hughes excels at conjuring up the now almost 
unimaginable brutality of the factory end pie 
workhouse— as well as those snatched moments 
- of release that arc all tliu more precious because 
i of the horror that sut rounds them. He gives us a 
glimpse into a country swarming with millengrtan 
j sects, who, being teetotal, steer wiell Clear of the 
j dodgy pubs where the 'teasei-coiieciors. leech- 
= gatherers; weed-pickers, stone- wallers, moo r guides 

j and broggers" hang out. T here's more than a touch 

■ 

of me Gothic to The Rape of f he Rose too. The mill 
l owner's father is locked in the attic, an 
j unspeakable spectre rotting away from syphilis — 
like a picture of Dorian Gray for the new capitalist 
class, mirroring Its corruption, {Happily, his son is 
\ starling to go* the same way.) And I can't finish 
without mentioning the loveable Wngley, "a young 
\ man incapable of treating life as other than a joko„ 
l He was Joining the Luddites because to upset the 
l masters appealed to his sense of humour." 




p 

| Zodiac by Neal Stephenson 
I {Penguin, 1997} ISBN 0 14-027038-8 



Zodiac is the stot y of san&amon Taylor, 

\ chemistry nera. nitrous Oxide fiend and proud 
■ owner of a considerable altitude, A bii like our 
friend Wrtgley, Sangamor Taylor (ST) has 'a sense 
of irony that rules his life - and makes it 
l "‘Impossible for him to use his considerable brains 
In any kind of senous job". Sul hc"s got it pretty 
1 good really— he's employed by line Group of 
| Environmental Extremist ft (GEE) to ‘threaten me 
j boards of directors of major corporations,,, land] 

I go scuba diving through raw sewage" on off days, 
j plugging outflow pipes as a "plum bur missionary". 

While out on the eponymous inllalable Inspecting 
[ the many "shit greased sphincters” of Boston 
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HorbOur. he Stumble* across a new form of 
pollution, one which could mean the extinction of 
all merino life. 

lt J s an Melting ride. even allowing lor plot holes 
you could: drive an oil tanker through, and the very 
silly SaTanist metal heads who occupy a waste \ 
dump in the middle of the Harbour, Iodise is [ 

peppered with great one-liners and some blinding \ 
action sequences — as when ST Is frantically \ 

paddling for shore* in a hurricane and under lire i 
from a helicopter gunship, $11 while tripping his tits 
off. On the debit side, it suffers from the same j 
failings $s Stephenson's nanotech masterpiece 
The Dtanwnd Age: steaming great gobbets of 
Exposition served up raw, in scratchy black-board 
"So. Professor.,." style. I'm still none me wiser 
about the nature of benzene rings- oven after he 
helpfully compares them to a plastic six-pack I 

holder— but then mayt>e I'm just thick. 

He does however raise ihe very interesting \ 

■question : What if alFAmertean know-how did 
manage to come up with a techno^fix that actually | 
works? Could capitalism be serf-correcting? The 
consequences (or ST"s sense of seif-wortir -and 
lor ms highly specialised niche in capitalist \ 

society — are nicely explored: “Maybe l was the only . 
one who was supposed to be a hero,,. If [they] 
found $ perfect way to clean up toxics..,, where 
would it leave mne? Left behind and worthless." Is \ 
he using ‘the world 1 as therapy, its woes for his j 
own education as “the ecoprophet"? ] 

Far and away the biggest problem with the book ] 
is ST s weird, resolutely liberal faith in the media ■ 
as a neutral tool for righting wrongs. The depth of j 
his cynicism regarding the law and political j 

processes is only matched by his naivety about the 
media. The abject failure of the Environmental 
Protection Agency has created a gap In the market 
for “lalssez fams justice", with GEE as unofficial 
enforcers of the EPA*s own regulations. Their pipe- 
plugging is indeed a direct intervention against 
pollution, but its primary purpose Is to *r&|n media 
death upon the bod guys* — "naming and shaming' 
the evildoers through the media's court of public 
opinion, the only court that can still be relied upon, \ 

This begs a tot of questions. Why are certain \ 
chemhcats produced, in a particular way? The \ 

companies aren't doing it for the 'good of their \ 
health" (especially not when they run the risk of ] 
being demonised by ST and friends ). Who makes j 
the laws to govern their activities, and then fails to 
enforce the (intentionally low) limits anyway? Why 
do *toxlc criminals have it easy ' and GEE get 
arrested? Who owns the media, feeds them with 
stones and supplies advertising revenue? 1 How : 
jaded are journalists? If the media do actually I 

bother to whip up a public storm, how can that 
feeling find a political outlet If the legislative j 

process is rotten to (ho core? All you can do=at i 



best— is pick of f and destroy individual companln. 
IT the demand is Still there, another bastard will be 
along in a minute — tbai J & not much of a deterrent 
effect. 2 Medio coverage is simply irrelevant If 
people face the structurally-imposed dilemma of 
slow death or quick poverty; for example, post- 
1989. many Poles have opposed closure of 
polluting industries because they " prefer being 
poisoned... to losing their Jobs". 3 As ST observes 
of the refugees fishing for toxic flatfish in Boston 
Harbour, '"these people were worried about 
kwashiorkor [malnutrition] not cancer* Here. 
increased awareness of your predicament is 
nothing more than a tormenting itch that you just 
can t scratch. 

As much as ha embraces the media, ST 
adamantly eschews those "terrorists’ who don't 
play GEE’S game—fike Hank Boone, a dead ringer 
for — and partial smear on— Sea Shepherd's Paul 
Watson. But one gets the feeling that. for all his 
protestations of poacolulness. ST 1$ sec roily 
till Mated by tho whole idee of violence — talking 
terrorism Is like talking dirty. Boone s bad 
behaviour seems to be associated with the time 
he's spent wilh Innately “less principled" European 
Outfits, and Stephenson indulges in soma 
outrageous American chauvinism, The Boston Tea 
Party was the “birthplace of l he direct-action 
campaign", which Americans invented of course, 
rather than just marketed. Even worse, ST tfisses 
Europe as 'dirty everywhere.,, nobody has 
idealism, nobody gives a shit when you expose a 
toxic criminal/ Barefaced cheek! Stonc-throwjng 
from tho wodd p s biggest glasshouse., I think.* 
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Here Is a listing of some of the beoka P pamphlets and bits of propaganda that have 
caught our eyes and piqued our Interest over the last year or so. Due to space we 
have focused mainly on stuff published by eeo-radIeals p anarchists, or similar 
relations and fellow troublemakers. We've generally only covered one-off 
productions— leaving listings for regular z fries and newspapers In the contacts 
section at the end of this issue. Where possible we have also included details like 
author, publisher format, price, ISBN and order details to help you track down a 
copy of anything that takes your fancy. Happy reading! 



Sabotage! 

Bewnfo: Wo ffevwr Sforop. Wp Novar farg&t! 

By Anonymous (Self published h 2000) 

A4 nape rback/iaSpp/USS 5-00/ No ISBN 

This is on Impressively hefty arm radical 
magazine about economic sabotage Id the slate 
and corporate mega-machine. The (wisely) 
anonymous authors ask us to consider il a 
philosophical companion and expanded 
supplement id the classic Ecodefcnse. This 
publication 1 5 really well done, with excellent tips 
on all sorts of actions, Including those that, as 
i hey say, "are not restricted by the ilmiting and 
anthropocentric taboo of violence/ Also stuffed full 
of good graphics, poetry, bits of radical crttWsm 
and writing, book recommendations and security 
ops. Kind a reminds mo of Uv® Wild or Dtei years 



ago. i particularly liked "A Firearms Primer for 
Anarchists and Funks' and the Hilarious 'Cars 
: versos Penguins 1 spoof advert For your copy send 
£1Q (including postage— and using a false name 
’ and very Secure address) to: GToybiil, POB 51011, 
I Eugene, OR 97405, USA. 

■ 

■j Permacuttvre: A Beginner s Guide 

j By Graham Burnett (Land and Liberty, 2000) 

AS pamphlet/&Dpp/£4. , 95-/No ISBN 

As someone once said, 'Permacuiture is 
revolution disguised as organic gardening." This is 
[ all well and true, but what if you've only over seen 
the disguise? Here'S where Graham Burnett's 
: handy little booklet comes In, This pamphlet does 
1 exactly what it says on the tin: words and piety res 
\ guide the reader through the "ethics' of 
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Pormaeuiiurq (earth-cere. peopieeare, fair-share) 
and principles nicked Prom nature (e.g. minimum 
effort for maximum of foci, everything goes in 
cycFes, and many more). It backs those up with 
inspiring yel simple examples of everyday applied 
perrnacuiture. 

Yes, permocuftune has a lot to say about 
gardening, but not as a separate activity from life 
itself. Rather, it s about putting our food, ourselves 
and our communities in context with each other— 
positive action to combat environmental 
catastrophe and social alienation. 

So while gardening is stilt very much in evidence 
in this book, so are LETS schemes, community 
orchards,, compost. bogs, sustainable farming, 
urban residents schemes— and happy cartoons of 
people enjoying a bottle ol wine and the sunsel at 
their allotment,. *No less a "yield 1 so the book 
says, *than 501b of carrots or spuds." 

The cartoons are Graham's own, and. keep the 
booklet lively, but there are tables of information, 
too, so if s o usoM reference book. The personal 
touch extends to the Turther Reeding' section, as 
each title comes with a short review. The list vanes 
from basic gardening books to Road'Rogtng and 
Aiwcftjsm & Environmental Survival, placing 

permecuiture in an even wider context. 

Graham closes by saying thal P "There’s no greet 
mystery, if any of the stuff in this pamphlet strikes 
a chord, or just seems like common sense, then 
chances are that you are "doing 1 permaculture on 
some level already." For those who want to find out 
more, or who simply want to be re-inspired; this 
excellent booklet comes highly recommended. 




Order copies from: Land and Liberty, 35 Rayleigh 
] Avenue* western on Sea, Essex £50 7D5- 
] England, Emalli gbuf netlghinisonlf co job t 
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j Green Anarchy Primer! 

I Taking on the Totality 

\ By Untamed Distribution (Self published, 2QD2) 

\ A 5 pemphlet/3.t!pp/N0 price/ No ISBN 

\ A really good introduction to radical eco- 
j anarchist ideas. Written by Eric Blair, John Zerian 
jj and the Green Anarchy Collective [and published by 
\ some people in Bristol) it’s divided into sections 
\ covering topics like Civilisation, industrialism. 
Revolution and Leftism, li s really good to see 
publications like this produced by people in 
England, For far too long the radical ecological 
milieu here has been dominated by crap liberal 
green Ideas. Hopefully paraph lei s and similar 
i publications to this signify a change amongst the 
: thinking of people within our scene. For a copy 
send o donation to: untamed Distribution. Box 1S P 
Green Leaf Bookshop, Colston Street. Bristol RSI 
| 58R, England, Email: untamed dilstro^vanQo.co.tik 

Feral Forager 

A Guide fp Living Qff Nature s Bounty in Urban. 
Rum ! end Wilderness Arens 
By Anonymous (Self Published, 2002) 

AS Pa mphlet/ 2 Spp/ US$1.00/ No ISBN 

j This Is a really fucking cool pamphlet from the 
USA. Starts by explaining why a wild foods diet is 
l the one we are most suited to* and then goes on 
! to show how we can institute elements of this into 
: our lives now. even whilst sim immersed In 
= civilisation and Industrial food production, The 
i author/s explain that they have no intention of 
l encouraging hunting, or even giving up food 
| cultivation altogether to return to some so-called 
] "primitive hunter/gatheror ideal’. Rather ihey 
advocate a scavenging form of subsistence 
= combining elements of a few ecological end radical 
: ways of procuring food, This fine has an excellent 
\ piece on scavenging roodkiil. with some good 
= practical advice, including a piece on tanning the 
: hide to moke crolhmg. Also has an article on 
\ eating insects and loads of details on plant food 
[ collection and preparation , For a copy of this 
I excellent fine send a few US dollars to: Feral 
\ F&roger, TOB 1485, Ash vine, m 28802 r USA. 

r 

j A Communique on Tactics and 

m 

\ Organisation 

TO the Black Bloc, hoot Within the Block Bloc 
j By AAA and QMAC (Self published, 2002) 

AS Pamphlet/ 2 Spp/ US$2. 50/No ISBN 

\ This pamphlet is a result of conversations 
! between people involved In Anti-Racist Action (ARA) 
snp the Green wlounfein Anarchist Collective 
( G MAC ) In me US- it is addressed specifically to 
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the ^nerchisf movement In North America. and so 
should he read as such, rather than m a 'global 
anarchist manifesto'. Situating their unapologetic [ 
and militant resistance in a historical tradition, the 
writers start try reflecting upon mass street actions 
in the few years since the anti WTO demonstrations 
in Seattle during November 1999. \ 

After a critique of middle Class pacifists they 
continue, mentioning some basic steps we must = 
take to increase our street capabilities. These 
break Into 5 sections; increased organisation of 
street fighters, physical training* pre-emptive 
strikes, preparation for increased repression* and \ 
more education and development of theory. Some 
Of the ideas are sound and have been mentioned 
by many of us here in Britain as a good thing to 
do; pre-emptive strikes on state forces end other 
relevant targets, learning more skills, working in 
affinity groups and issuing clear and militant 
communiques Eo explain our actions. j 

However, where l disagree with this pamphlet Is 
in its desire to form tactical leadership roles for j 
demonstrations and actions. Leaving aside all j 

‘political (but very important) eonsideraiion about | 
hierarchies, who Mills these roles, and the l 

construction of middle and upper class power l 

bases within the movement, my opinion is that 
they just never fucking work properly anyway! The 
writing veers into the realm of complete fantasy 
when it starts talking about tactical reserves and 
the decision-making bodies who can deploy them 
when and where needed, Sill I* apart from some 
things. I do think this is a good pamphlet and well \ 
worth a read for our mainland European cousins j 

and us. For a copy send £2.50 [Including postage) \ 
to; Green Mountain Anarchist Collective. P08 76, ] 

Montpelier, VT 05601, USA. 

On Fire j 

The Battle of Gvnou and the Antl<apitailst 
Movement \ 

By One Off Press- (Self published, 2001} 

Pa porback/ 141pp/£3 . 00/i 5BN 1 902593 54 5 

As the above gives away, this one-off and 
anonymously published book contains articles 
relating to the events surrounding the anh-63 
mobilisations In Genoa, Italy in July 2001. More 



specifically it focuses on the more militant sections 
of these mobilisations— especially the black bloc 
and related rioters. Aside from the short 
introduction, glossary and obligatory useful 
coni acts at the end, it contains sixteen pieces of 
writing on various aspects of this militant 
resistance tO the GB end the system it Is a part ol. 
These include contributions from UK based radical 
ecotypes* as well os a supnsingly good piece by 
Ehe anarcho-witoh Sterhawk, After finishing this 
book I felt annoyed at myself for not going to 
Genes, sad and angry at the injuries and death the 
police caused there; yet at the same time fucking 
Inspired and hopeful for the future of our 
resistance. Read this excellent publication, and as 
the crudely painted banner In the final picture of 
the book suggests. .don't only cry for the 
dead — turn sadness and anger into resistance* * 
Copies are available from AK Press or Active 
Distribution. 

Olive Drab Rebels 

Subversion of the US Armed 1 Forces in the 
Vietnam W&r 

By Antagonism Press (Seif published* 2002} 

Pap*r back/3 7pp/No price/ No ISBN 

A (Imely publication, this pamphret contains an 
Introduction and 2 pieces thot are attempts to 
understand the effect that the Vietnam War had on 
the American military. 

The first article ‘Harass the Brass' Is the text of 
a leaflet given out during the large San Francisco 
naval show attended by thousands of military 
personnel. It starts by offering a few examples of 
resistance from within the ranks during the 
Vietnam War, Beginning in around mld-1969 an 
entire company of the infantry sat down and 
refused to* fight on the battlefield, whilst later that 
year a company horn the famed 1st Air Cavalry 
flatly refused orders (live on CBS television!) to 
advance down a dangerous trail* in the next 12 
months this unit alone had notched up an 
impressive 35 combat refusals. By 1970 the army 
had some 65.643 deserters* roughly the 
equivalent of 4 whole infantry divisions. 

it goes on to mention the common practise of 
fragging — a term for killing strict* gjurig hcri and 
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aggressive officers In 1969 a soldier's 
underground nowsp tiptr oven openly offered a 
$!Q r OOO bounty on the head of iho high-ranking 
officer who ordered the Ill-fated attack on 
Hamburger Hill earlier that year. In 1971 the 
Pentagon's own figures show that there were 425 
killings of officers that could be classified as 
tr *fiB irt S 5 , 

As well as killings, sabotage was a commonly 
used tactic by dissenters within the ranks. Some of 
the more impressive actions included one in July 
1972 where 2 aircraft carriers were put out of 
aciion through sabotage. Also that month a 
suspicious lire destroyed over $7 million worth of 
military resources. 

After all these Inspiring stories the article goes 
on to offer some historical content for military 
mutinies, including mentioning a rebellion in the 
ranks of the Spanish navy that disrupted Franco’ s 
Coup in 1936. 

Tt>e second article The Olive Drab Rebels: 
Military Organising During the Vietnam war 1 was 
written in 197 4 * and offers accounts of attempts 
by soldiers, Chilians, end elements of The political 
left to organise within, and against the US armed 
forces. This is an excellent analysis of the situation 
and effects surrounding the war and makes for 
interesting reading. So, is this publication of use to 
us today, where currently nearly all of “our 1 armed 
forces are comprised of volunteers rather than 
draftees? Yes, it Is. Indeed, as one of the texts 
points oul r "There is a common misconception that 
it was draftees who were often the most 
disaffected elements within the military. In fact, si 
was often enlistees | volunteers] who were the 
most likely to engage In open rebellion. " Any 
military personnel reading this? Sabotage the war 
machine — turn your guns on the 
officers. For a copy send £2.00 (including 
postage) tot Antagonism Press, e/o Bm 
M akhno, London WC1N 3Xx p England. 

Email: antagoni sm lffivahoo.com Web: 
mxut}: W. Ibes-cu « 1 1/.U I 'V-IL'- 5 : 1 * 1 

Just Lc ft Us Atone! 

4 Letter from a Pjrpurm Mbesman 
By Wlwe Wpwo 

{Solidarity South Pacific, 2003) 

AS pamph I et / 47 pp/£2 . 40/Ho ISBN 

This is a unique piece of writing. Wiwa Wewo 
came to Europe from his native West Papua in 
1999, West Papua is one of last places on the 
planet that is almost untouched by our 
destructive civilisation. But noi for much 
longer; Indonesia's coionisatEpn and the 
advancement of multinationals to exploit rts 
massive natural resources leaves its 
tubal people murdered, 
tortured, end forced to leave 




their land, its forests ripped down, its mourn urns 
decapitated. and Its rivers poisoned, Wiwa Wuwo 
was sent by his people, the Lani, to find out exacts 
what “that Europe thing is that is attacking us.' 
This pamphlet is a version of the letter he wrote 
back to his people to tell them whet he found and 
what he thought this meant for the Lani end other 
tnbat peopJes. 

His letter lids the unusual clarity of view of 
someone from the outside, someone who has not 
been socialised and indoctrinated into our system. 
He writes with the uncompromising realty of 
someone whoso seen and experienced the horrors 
and injustices that exist at Ihe edges of our 
civilisation. He asks "how can l forgive or forget 
these things?" He came to Europe So see the 
‘modernity 1 he Is seeing tubal people bemr. pushed 
towards, and he found that this 'eivHi nation’ was 
not going to solve the suffering of his people, 
rather It was causing It. The letter ranges rrom 
analytical criticisms of religious organisations, 
government, aid organisations, corporations, and 
of western culture risen P to touching accounts of 
individual atrocities that have happened close to 
him. It is an Interesting and unusual piece of 
writing that I would recommend to anyone who 
casts a critical eye over our modern wodcL 

For a copy of this pamphlet send £2.40 
(including postage,! to: Solidarity South Pacific, e/o 
SDEFl, Pnof House, 6 Tilbury Place, Brighton BN2 
2GY. England. To find out more about the situation 
In West Papua check out: www. eco acti on ,o rg/sso 

The Rise of the West 

A Britt Outline ef the Last Thousand Years 
By John Connor (Green Anarchist Books. 2001) 
AS pamphlet/8 Ipp/ £ 3. SO/ No ISBN 

I just got hold of i his, so haven’t had a chance 
io have any mom then a cursory look through It* A 
substantial publication, it's a radical and 
yn apologetically subjective view of iho 
development of the West in the last 1,000 
years. Written by me Green Anarchist editor 
it takes a radical and predictably onarcho 
^ prlrnklvlst look ;.it things* with the ultimate 
aim of understanding the present 
\ situation, and how to undo H — for the 
benefit of our selves, our friends, and 
the earth. Gel bold of this. It contains 
a historical analysis that you'd be 
unlikely to find anywhere else. Also 
worth looking out is another pamphlet 
by John Connor. Children Of Guioee: 
v&odoo. the 1 7Q3 Hmitan Revolution 
end After. Either of these can bfi 
obtained by sending £4.00 (Including 
postage! to: Green Anarchist Books, 
BCM 1715. London WClN 3XX, 

L# England. 
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Big Bad World 

Cartoon Mototoyn In ffoo Frt^fl of Corporate Rule 
By Polyp (N1 Publications, 2002) 
Pa^rback/9Gpp/No price/iS0N 0 9W 0499 3 4 

Polyp's graphic work hes been grating the pages 
of radical anp alternative publications, for a while 
ntw r and tills book Is a collection of some of his 
work. tl h s on excellent book, with cartoons taking 
in some of the myriad aspects of this insane and 
hypocritical world we Jive in. Particular targets are 
corporations. American politicians and — my 
personal favourite — middle class student in-iY-eliers, 
Oh yeah, and it all made me laugh a leu loof A 
sharp and witty hook. 

Prison Survival — Prisoner Support 

By Anonymous (Self publish od, 2002) 
Faperb#ck/32pp/N0 price/ No ISBN 

This pamphlet brings together various nieces of 
writing which are of practical help to those facing 
prison, as well as those wanting to provide support 
for If leads and comrades inside, The first section 
has some pieces written by prisoners themselves. 
These cover topics and hove loads of information 
that would be realty useful for people facing prison 
for the first time. Written by a load of different 
prisoners they give a really good overview ol what 
it must he like inside the State's gulags. 

The second section Is The one most Of ■shourn 
be familiar with — Prisoner solidarity, it has an 
excellent and radical view of solidarity, rather than 
the sometimes confused and liberal view that most 
people Kugm to have. Also has a good section on 
whal practical things you can do to make a 
prisoner's life better, a few personal accounts and 
tips, and an interview between Rob Thaston and 
Jeff 'Free' Luers, both serving time in the US for 
tadicoi anri-capltalist and earth liberation activities. 
The whole pamphlet finishes with a comprehensive 
listing of useful supper! contacts for prisoner 
support. Look at our 'Prisoners ol War pages for 
people you con contact and support— write to a 
prisoner not an MPF And show solidarity by not 
gettmg caught yourself! For a copy of this excellent 
publication send £1.20 (including postage] to- Re- 
pressed Distribution, 145 Cardigan Road, leeds 
L&© IJL, England, Email: r eore-ssed#malLcom Web: 
www. re-pressed ■orE.uk 

Quo So Vayan Todos 

Argentina # Popular Uprising: Pant 1 & 2 
By Jennifer Whitney and John Jordan 
(Saif published, 2002) 

Newspaper/ 20p;p/ Free/No ISBN 

This is an Insplringly written and beautifully 
illustrated eyewitness account of the financial 
meltdown and ongoing grassroots rebel lion In 
Argentina that started In late 2001. As well as 
detailing and commenting on the uprising, it 
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Includes 'A postscript for the global a nh -capitalist 
movement'; For ways of how you can get a copy 
get in touch with the editors at: 

□ u ose vuyantodo»s#gn .ape .org And If you liked This 
you'll probably love the forthcoming book we Are 
Everywhere: Tee irresistible Rise of Anticapftaffsm 
published by verso sometime In 2003. For details 
see www.wearsve r vwrie re.or g 

Desert Storm 

By Anonymous (Self published. 2002) 
Newspaper/29pp/Frefl/No ISBN 

l With a focus on the WoomefO immigration 
detention centre demonstrations and breakouts in 
March 2002; this publication is dedicated to all 
those denied the freedom to move and the 
freedom to stay where they want in the world, 
j Starting off with a considered and well-written 
] editorial, this newspaper gives a much needed 
! voice to some of those Imprisoned by the 
Australian State as ‘Illegal immigrants'. It also 
i includes articles on 'Economic Migrants', r The 
Politics of Place and Space' , as well as snippets 
from Melbourne Indymedia and an account of a 
Bangladeshi Australian mistakenly arrested m an 
escapee. 

Also really worth getting hold of Is the him about 
I he (rveatS. Try ScriiVELVS for a copy of this (sec 
their address on our contacts pages). For copies of 
the newspaper you should write to: Desert Storm. 

: PO Box 2D9. Brunswick East, Victoria 3057, 
Australia. Email: woomerapu blication@y ahooxom 
H‘s also on (he web el; 

I www.anli med ia.nel/desertslof m anti it’s definitely 
h I so worth checking on! the Woewnera website at: 

; www.woomera20Q2.antimedja .rtcl 

■ 

| X Uttra-Milftanc* X 

By Anonymous (Seri published, 2003) 
j A4 / 10pp/ Fr e*o/ N o ISBN 

j This is the first issue of a really fucking great 
] new militant animal liberation publication, This zinc 
i is radical, uncompromising and has a focus on 
l militant direct action for animal liberation. And it 
\ has not just an eye on animal lib, but stretches It's 
gaze to take in oppression wherever It appears. 
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Plugs the ELF and all the tent has a cool anarchist 
spin io it. Has pieces on "Direct Action 1 , o 
catalogue of 'Recent Actions", on article on 
Dumpster Diving' and an interview wuh some 
vegan straight edge band (oh well,, you can't have 
everything], A$ it says 'Road and pass on." No idea 
where you can got copies of this from though— 
maybe just keep your eyes peeled and ask around? 

Fighting for Our Lives 

By Crfmethlnc, (Self published, 2002) 
A4/24pp/Frae/No ISBN 

Another colourful and poetic production from 
those Crimethlnc folks id the US. Despite 
limitations 1 quite liked their fin I book Days of LVar. 
Nights of love (cool iitie. hey?) put really didn't like 
their second. fVasfon. Since then We seen a few 
of their newspaper type things encouraging us to 
shoplift, skip, skateboard* and go to free hardcore 
punk gigs every night, and I'm not so Impressed as 
I was at frrst, This particular one has okay bUs on 
"Does Anarchy Work?' and “Anarchy, not 
Anarchism!' - - and some not so good bils on "Is 
tin 5 What Democracy Looks like?" and "The 
Economics of Anarchy". 

Some people have made a few pretty good 
criticisms of Crimethlnc and some of the ideas and 
tendencies in their publications,, especially with 
regards to class and race, but there isn't lime, 
space, or inclination to go into I hem hers. So. 
overall this thing is worth reading, if a little too 
focused on art and desire for my liking, and it’s 
worth gelling hold of as a cure for boring anarcho- 
lefty publications. Just don B t think I hat by blagging 
into punk gigs, eating skipped food and hating 
people with jobs that the revokilion^s coming any 
closer, „ Also recently produced by Crimethlnc is 
another free newspaper Hunter/Gaiherer: A Joumel 
of Folklore and Folk war, For copies of both of these 
contact; Crimethlnc Free Press. PO Box 1933, 
Qiyimpla, WA 98507, USA, Check the web at: 
TOmcj’mie.tiiJflc.cofl} 

Violence* Anarchy and the Left 

By Anarchist Youth Network 
(Self published, 2002) 

AS pamphlet/ 3 Spp/No price/ No ISBN 

This pamphlet Violence, Anarchy and the Loti 
fetlshlses violence In the same way that most 
pamphlets with the words anarchy end violence 
placed side by side on the cover do. However* It 
holds a militant message, a spirit that is defiant 
and tries to encourage us to transgress beyond the 
limitations we place on ourselves. As well as this «t 
offers an interesting analysis and criticism 
various strains of anarchy — and unsurprisingly the 
ELF and Hnarcho-pririiitivisi'n are praised. 

The attack on the Crimeihinc "dropout culture' 
for giving "white privileged, middle class kids" 



revolutionary validation was one of my favourite 
= bits, “Living off the excess of capitalism requires 
\ that capitalism continues,,, it pretends to liberate 
} but realty just breeds dependence/ The alternative 
given by this pamphlet is to physically attack the 
\ system in solidarity with the oppressed. 

I The introduction is self- searching, not on a 
\ personal! level but in an attempt to uncover the 
I problems wirth anarchy today. A direct link Is made 
\ with anarchist’s unwillingness to break from lefty 
: ideology (either in a dependant or reactionary 
] sense] and the vision and moralising concerning 
violence in society. "Rather than making the point 
\ that violence Is often necessary and even 
] appropriate within the struggle, we have allowed 
\ the moralising leftists and liberals to control the 
dialogue and impose their own hypocritical 
standards of violence on ua/ 

The whole pamphlet is geared towards the 
eegilimisnfion of violence as* 'an appropriate 
means of dealing with a problem/ and evaluating 
ils usolulness and place in society. Cleverly using 
a variety Of examples from the past and present, 
the writer tries to make us. as anarchists of today, 
identify arid hopefully re-create the violent history 
of anarchists of the past! Although s didn't need 
convincing! For a copy send a donation to: 
Anarchist Youth Network* c/o B4b WiltechapeE 
; High Street, London El 7QX. England, T*l; 07814 
: 629730 Email: info@flnafchiStvPuth.net Web: 

; www. an arc hislvoulh . Me t 
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Rlddiey Walker 

By Russell Hobart [ftioontibUfy, 2002) 

Paperback/ 2 3 5pp/£6.99/ISBN 0 74S75 £304 X 

Riddley Walker is about what all good fiction is 
about,. It is about everything that matters., The 
nature of consciousness, the struggle of humanity 
to extract meaning from existence. e story about 
stones. 

Set in a post apocalyptic Kent where society has 
regressed to the Stone Age< people cling to the 
confused memories of a great civilisation that had 
*boats in the air and picters on the wind". Though 
the details of the story ^re specific, it could he set 
in the ashes of any civil is an on. These themes 
recur throughout the history of collapsed empires. 
The most important thing about the book is thal it 
is a re letllng of the old story. There are no new 
stories in the hi story of human consciousness; Just 
the same one winding thek way through peoples 
lives, through history end I he present moment, 
through feel and fiction, it s ell the same, And life 
is none the worse for it, Hiddiuy walker's curse end 
gift is that bo is one of the earliest to recognise 
this, and Eherofore, by Insbnct, bo is able to read 
the Future, after a fashion. Equally cursed and 
blessed- Riddley Walker is the proto-scribe, the one 
who through his achons and accounts begins the 
map of human consciousness. For baiter or wprse- 
The Appro, language, original sin r Prometheus 
stealing fire from the gods, whatever you want to 
cell it, t just call it the Old Story. 

The whole book is striving towards clarity, the 
opaque, phonetic style It is written in demands the 
reader recognise this. It is a moving account of 
struggle and vision. This book tells that progress, 
historical and otherwise, is a myth, a lie told for 
the benefit of idiots. It also tells that there is no 
knowing, only the Old Story, the light and the 
darkness— and us, you can order, and then steel, 
a copy from any bookshop. 



Desire for Change 

Women on f he FronWtw of Gtobnl RoztetnncQ 
By various PGA Women 4 Seif published, 2002) 

A4 m agnElne/84pp/£3 , 00/No ISBN 

This booklet was compiled by 3 activists from 
the UK who went to the third international! Peoples' 
Global Action (PGA) conierence in Cochabamba. 
Bolivia In 2D01. I ho PGA network grew out of the 
international Zapatista gatherings In 1996 and 97 a 
and formed a space for direct and un mediated 
contact between autonomous groups. 

Unfortunately this publication had to be written to 
redress the imbalance at the conference, as once 
again women wore silenced. The accounts liore are 
mainly from women in the global south; including 
those horn anarcho-punks in Argentina, women 
involved in The coca-growing Irade unions in Bolivia, 
those who were squatting land as part of the 
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landless movement in Brazil, anarcho-feminist 
graffiti artists in Bolivia and eco-achvists in 
Ukraine. The women offer some realty intelligent 
and thoughtful critiques of the PGA, the 
'movement' and their own struggles. Hierarchy in 
some groups involved, and the persistent loud 
voices of men In meetings CreaHyF) were often 
talked about, it was interesting road log about their 
perspectives of the PGA. rather than those of 
western activists who already have large 
communication networks, On the whole most of I ho 
women seem to have found the PGA to be useful 
for people to share ideas and work together on a 
grassroots touch For a copy send a cheque for 
£3.50 (including postage, and made payable to 
London International Solidarity') to: PGA Woman, 
c/o LARG. 82 Raldgate Street. London El 1ES. 
England. Teh 0207 377 9088 Email; 
pgabol ivia@y a hoo..co .uk 

Restructuring add Resistance 

Diverse Voices qf Struggle Ip Western Europe 
Edited by KoEya Abramsky (Self published* 20011 
Paperback/SGSpfj/No prlcu/No ISBN 

This book, as the title suggests, offers an 
insight into the economic and political restructuring 
of Europe and the insistence to the construction of 
the European union (EU), True to the book’s claim 
the voices expressed within it are Indeed diverse — 
the book contains 77 chapters, most of which hove 
different authors. The introduction explains, "As far 
as possible the chapters are not coming from 
Outside academic researchers, but from grassroots 
political activists involved in particular smuggles in 
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different social sectors.,, and in different countries 
across Europe.' 

Sterling off with an exploration or the EU's 
historical development the booh flmbttfouftty goes 
on to explore the breakdown of the social 
consensus', the relation of irade barriers and 
l he strengthening of border end immigration 
controls, privatisation and canalisation across 
Europe. Additionally there ere chapters on the 
increasing industrialisation of Europe's 'periphery * 
EU expansion, ecological devastation and me 
emergence of the global anti-capttslisL movement, 

Although you may well end up Finding yourself 
more informed and inspired by some pieces than 
others (his booh is definitely worth a read. Copies 
can be ordered from: re sresrev@y ahoo.com 

Cracks In the Empire 

Chronicling Resistance to the intrust flat System 
By Anonyrnoufl (Sfllt published, 2000) 

A4 pnpofbiick/2ti3pp/No prlce/No ISBN 

I love ttiisl Originally conceived as a radical 
alternative to (he Earth first! Jwmah I his i$ a very 
inspiring and impressively huge publication 
produced by a small group of biocenirie anarchists 
from a 'hidden forest enclave In the Siskiyou 
mountain range of Southern Oregon" in the USA, 
it's ve/y militant* with an anti^ivilisation, class 
struggle and insurrectionary perspective, it meshes 
the best of militant eccKtefence with a heaEthy 
amount of practical information, news, Intelligent 
radical' theory and loads of good graphics. One of 
the best publications 'I've ever seen* a pity there's 
no details on how to get hold of a copy, Hope it 
continues. 

Some People Push Back 

On the Justice of Roosting Chickens 
By Ward Churchill (H* pressed, 2002) 
Pnpurbiich/l£pp/No prico/No ISBN 

Written swiftly after (he attacks on the World 
Trade Center (WTQ and the Pentagon on 11th 
September 2001,, and taking its title from a 
Malcolm X quote about the assassination of John F 
Kennedy in 1963, this is a really fucking excellent 
essay. From commenting on those attacks, the 
Native American and radical academic and activist 
Ward Churchill effectively constructs the case that 
the USA pretty much had them coming.. From the 
genocide I extermination of Native American s, 
through the US sanctioned murder ol around 
40,000, mainly civilians, dunng their secret 
'Phoenix Program 1 in the Vietnam War, to the 
recent bombing of the Iraqi people, he lists a long 
a-nd obscene list of the US's murderous 
interventions in world affairs. 

He concludes with the thought that 9/11 may 
not have been the ghosts of the Iraqi children, 
whose deaths the USA has been responsible for, 



coming to exact (non revenge; but It may hovn 
boon some of their butchered Rales! I man cousins* 
j or any of the 3.2 million Indo-Chinese who died as 
a result of the genocide! assault on South East 
Asia by the US.. Or any of the hundreds of 
thousands of people burnt (o death at Hiroshima 
or Nagasaki or Dresden. Dr those who died along 
j the Cherokee Trail of Teats, or maybe those 
j murdered by smallpox at Fort Clark in 1S36* Of 
; oven the Native Americans whose severed heads 
; were kicked along the streets of the site where the 
WTC once stood. As he says, "the list is too long, 

I too awful. No matter what its eventual fate* 
America will have gotten of t very, very cheap. The 
j full measure of guilt can never be fully balanced or 
I atoned for." Fuck the USA. Also included is the 
excellent essay AMERICA Reaps What it Sows!' by 
Jali I A Muntaqim, a Black Liberation Army prisoner 
of war. For copies of this contact: Re pressed 
Distribution* 145 Cardigan Road. Leeds L5G U'L, 

web: 
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\ The Calendar Riots 

By Anonymous (Self published, 2001) 
Paperbflck/126pp/Fr**/No ISBN 

= The original idea behind ihks project was to 
uncover a reason for celebrating every day oi the 
year — an admirable -arm if over there wos one. With 
(tie best subbile ever of “a work entirely cateuiaied 
. to excite unbridled licence In grown persons and 
promote immorality in the young ones of both 
sexes: decorated with numerous copper plates 

■ 

curiously drawn and elegantly engraved' this is a 
1 re-print of one of my favourite publications of all 
] time. A date book end usable diary (for any year — 

3 you fill in the dales yourself) on every day of the 
3 year you get details of riotous and insurrectionary 
■ moments from the world over, as well as some of 
I the more esoteric happen ii>gs of the world. Did you 

! know that on New Years- Day 1979 there was a 
two-day rain of seecis on Southampton? Or (hat on 
j 5th April 1910 kissing was banned on French 
railways for causing too many delays? Copies are 
free* bul send 5 second class stamps per copy for 
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postage Lund a donation to help with future 
projects would Ho nice]! to: Billiard Room. Learn. 
Grind Word, Derbyshire S32 2ML, England. 



Throwing Lights 

By Jim Tlndlo. Oliver Tate and Laura Joy Heath 
(Self published. 2002) 

AS Pam ph(et/24pp/No price/No ISBN 

Touchingly dedicated 'tor those who slll-l 
remember all those who have forgotten" this is a 
well-produced irttic pampTiret of poetry and 
illustrations from some people invoked with the 
anti-road struggles of the "90s. Not a great fan of 
poetry (blame school for that? even I was moved by 
some of the writings In here. For a copy contact 



Eariy Leaving 

I shall taka leave of my friends 
J shall leave the party early 
stop outside* breathe in 
the fresh air and the stars 

The shy seems different tonight 
strange stars shine brighter 
in new constellations 

the galactic wind whistles through my bones 
tonight is cold tonight i am cold 
Will you threw your coal over me 
and take me somewhere 
warmer than eternity? 

—from Throwing Lights. 

Bash the Fash 

AnU-Fnsoisi Rocolfoctionn 1984 - 1993 
By K Bui I street (Kate* Sharpie y Library, 2001} 

AS pam phltt /3€pp/£2.0O/ ISSN 1 693600 67 0 

Bosh the Fash is a personal; account of one anti- 
fascist's Involvement with Ami fascist Action (AFA), 
When the Socialist Workers - Party (SWF) supported 
Anti-Nazi League (AND folded in 1962 because 
"fascism was no longer a threat" tbs main force of 
opposition to the extreme fight in me UK during the 
1980s and 90s became AFA. The book lists a 
doled or so incidents which give a good flavour of 
what militant anti-fascism has involved in this 
period. 

There are victories and there are frustrations ‘ 
the struggle against the police is the same in anti- 
fascism as with many other struggles, here the 
police role is protecting the fascists from the 
"frank exchange of views' they might Otherwise 
receive,. The victories and Tales of daring are 
largely told in a !ight-heened manner, although, in 
my (limned) experience the humour is often as a 
result of (ear rather than delight In attacking 
fascists. 




There are lessons in these few short pages, for 
example the British National; Party (BNP) have 
} moved towards 'Community Politics' —and this has 
been mirrored by a shift In the Tactics used to 
{ oppose them. Similarly with any other Struggle, you 
I cannot rely upon one set of tactics forever (not 
| least because you're easier to catch if you're 
j predictable!) and evolution of thoughts, ideas and 
t tactics is a necessary driver for any victory, 
j As mentioned In the conclusion, one of the 
\ most important things about This pamphlet is that 
I it is about reclaiming history, writing IT ourselves to 
\ keep it true, it is useful for the ’small fish - such as 
j myself to chronicle- these events— warts and all — 
j in case nobody does it and then the history would 
j be lost, or distorted by right-wingers or liberals- 

SIC— The Magazine of No Value 

By ChumbawTim-ba (Book Pruss, 2002) 
j P-npo rbnc k/ 144pp/E4 , 95/1 SB N 1 900672 01 4 
A very wall produced and slick publication put 
together by a sub sect of the radical anarcho 
j iroublemaking band Chumbawamba. It includes 
j eyewitness accounts of the recent financial 
breakdown in Argentina, a look at historical and 
1 contemporary radical politics In hely, an interview 
; with Mark Thomas and loads more bits and pieces. 

■ l suppose sometimes it's a case of each to their 

\ own with propaganda, but t can't help feet slightly 
uncomfortable with the ’arty music stuff" In this 
publication and others like it. (Although maybe this 
] is Just down io me tidi ng unable to dance unress 
j I’m drunk or on drugs, i.e. shy and repressed). Art 
\ and music may well have some radical history — 

1 and maybe even I moratory potential in the here 
and now, but from what I've seen I just don't really 
! care about what pop bands, anises and comedians 
j do and say about their "art' end how radical end 
political fit is- Any way. apart from that very 
abbreviated rant, this book is worth a look. Order 
ydur copy from: Chumbawamba, Bos TR666. Leeds 
LS12 3XJ. England. Email : 
sictfchuniia iLdoniQDJo^iih 

Peace de Resistance 
! By Sell N EWS (Self published. 2W3) 
j Paperbflok/304pp/£8.b0/l6BN Q 0529748 7 8 

This is (he most recent edition of the sort of 

■ 

yearly compilation of the past 50 issues of the 
radical and free weekly newsletter SchNEWS, This, 

T . _ 

their eighth book, contains issues 351 through to 
! 401, as well as a whole host of articles- car loons, 
j loads of arili-w&r news, reports from global days of 
action, loads of photos and a comprehensive 
contacts section to finish It all off. Packed full of 

i 

| radical and littie heard of news from ah over the 
world, as well as a reference to happenings from 
I the last year contained fin all the SchN£W$ issues, 
i this is a really good book for general 1 perusal (as 

i 
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wo 13 as an Important resource! for anyone . For a 
copy sen d £9,70 (including postage) to: SchHEWS. 
PO Box 2 600 b Brighton BN2 OEf. England. 

Dongerusalem and Other Poems 

Gy Graeme Lewis and Illustrated by Matt Tweed 
(Wooden Books, 2999 } 

Hardheck/53pp/£6.99/tSBN Q 902418 13 1 

Since my appreciation of poetry Is not exactly 
well developed Tm probably not the best person to 
review this. But anyway, that aside, this- little booh 
is comprised of poems by Graeme interspersed 
with drawings by Space Goat musician Mart Tweed. 
Graeme (AKA QuoboHoxj is almost legendary within 
the radical eco-action scene. After breaking an 
injunction at Twyfard Down he was arrested and 
taken to court. Having worn them for months for 
Just this occasion, he stripped off In court to reveal 
an orange basque and suspenders, all this just 
after a Conservative MP had been found dead, 
naked apart from suspenders and an orange 
soaked in amyl nitrate In his mouth. Anyway,, mad 
stones aside, despite my general ambivalence for 
poetry even I actually liked some of the stuff In 
here, I mean, how many other poeiry books 
contain Odes to the ‘Organic Cider Goddess “ 
whose ^ sweet breasts drip the medicine of 
orchards plenty"? 




Hotffnes 

Caff Contro, Inquiry* Communhmr 
By Kollnko (Self published, 2002) 

Paper back/20Spp/No price/ N q ISBN 

Could call centres be the 'new Toes ones'? New 
centres of proletarian struggle, with their 
concentration of many workers under one roof, at a 
time when the old industrial working class, so- 
cembali ve a few decades ago. has been 
restructured and neutralised? The answer lo this 
question, to judge from this book, seems to be a 
Qualified "no'. 

The book details a workers' inquiry project over 
three years by the German Ruhr based group 
Kotenko. No! that our German comrades see 
themselves e$ sociologists, * That's how we 



perceive our inquiry and intervention in call centres 
in the last three years: as a revolutionary project Mi 
a specific sector that tries to understand and 
\ criticize the totality of capitalist relations,,. Inquiry 
: means understanding the context between the 
i daily cooperation of the workers and Ebeir forms of 
[ struggle and finding the new (communist ) sociality 
: within." 

L 

Using questionnaires to stimulate discussion 
and loallets to agitate, the workerist and 
autonomist influenced militants "threw 
i themselves" Into ‘the sweatshops of the New 
b Economy,* But how does this differ from the old 

■ days when the Leninists went into the car rectories 
= to bring consciousness to the class? A painM and 

self-conscious realisation of this dilemma pervades 
the book, as Kotenko are at perns to distance 
themselves from any type of vanguardism,, criticise 
any type of representation, and stress (bat they 
are Tor ’workers' self-activity", Vet ultimately they 
do seem to aspire to the role of revolutionary 
educators: "We have to underline the fact that the 
- conflicts and struggles take place on the basis of 
j class relations, and show where the chance for tho 
\ abolition of these relations and the potential for 
liberation lies.' 

! By their own admission the project was not a 
j great success^ despite many instances of 
\ individual work refusal on the part of call centre 

■ workers, there were relatively few open struggles to 
\ Intervene in. And yet paradoxically, ikofxnto are 

\ encouraging others to Initiate similar projects 
! around the world. Desperate for a new class 
\ movement to emerge (aren't we all?} Kotoiko seem 
; to SCO workers' inquiry as a too! to galvanise this 
\ process. Contact them at: Kolinko. c/o Archiv n Am 
] Forderturm 27, 4 6049 DbOrhauSOH, Germany, 
i Email: kolmkogprol-positioh, net 

I Web: www.DfQlioPSition.nel 

■ 

■ 

! Seedy Business 

Tjrtaf from an AIJdErttOrtt Stetfd 
By Warren Carter (Moulsocoomb Forest Garden 
\ and Wild I lie Project, 2001) 

I Paporbac k/52pp/N o price/ IS BN 0 9S3974S S 1 

i This book is largely an account of local people's 
] personal recollections of allotments in the 
MoulSecOOfflb and Hollingdoan areas of Brighton 
ftom the 1930s. The book describes a lime oi 
\ scrumming apples and being cuffed round the oar 
1 by the focal bobby. A time when you could happily 
I leave your tools in the shed because there was "a 
\ code of honour that you wouldn't thieve off 
\ anyone's allotment’. People didn't even feel the 
l need to protect wildlife ‘"because there was so 
I much ol It" The allotments were,, however* covered 
\ in housing estates which one resident commented 
] made her "realty angry because they wore taking 
\ away one Of Cur pray grounds,* 
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Scody business concludes with a doscrlphon of 
the Moul sc coomb Forest Garden and Wildlife 
Project, this is one attempt to recapture some 
sense of community end gf«n land in an 
otherwise alienated concrete and monoHagNeuhural 
desert. Since autumn 1994 the project has 
transformed a site that had been derelict for 20 
years into a wildlife and plant haven. The project 
also grows outlawed vegetables that aren't put on 
the National Seed list, in a beetle ago mat the 
genetic erosion that has seen us loose 97 percent 
of the vegetable varieties available IOC years ago. 

Murdering the Dead 

Amudeo Borden on Cn pltrtti&m and Oth&f 
Dfuittn 

b> Antagonism Press (Self publish ed P 2001) 
Paperback/ 9Qp p/ £ 5-00/ N o ISBN 

With titles like weird and wonderful Tales of 
Modem Social Decadence and 'Doctrine of the 
Body Possessed by the Devil 1 this pamphFet is 
worth reading for ihe titles alone- But why hoi her 
with 50 year old texts by an obscure Italian 
dissident? Borders polemics explore the inner 
logic of capitalist production to show that the 
disastrous consequences of catastrophes such as 
floods, earthquakes, shipping and mine 'accidents' 
iBorefiga even anticipates nuclear catastrophes!) 
are not only exacerbated, but produced by capital 
in “Its movement as value perpetually set in 
motion so as to multiply itself'. This is not a 
question of mismanagement or the greed of the 
individual capitalist, or merely of cost cutting at the 
expense of safety to maximise profits. Bordiga 
uses Marxist categories of constant and variable 
capital, dead fi.e. past) and iMng labour, to show 
that 'Modern capital has a great interest in letting 
the products of dead labour fall into disuse as 
soon as possible so as to impose ihcir renewal 
with living labour, mo only type from which it 
'sucks' profit. That is why it Is in seventh heaven 
when war breaks out and ihat is why it is so well 
trained for l he practice of dl Miter* V 

Bordifia's relentless critique of Progress, of 
civilisation, capitalist science, technology and 
industrialism and the division of labour, still 
relevant today, is coupfect with an attack on those 
who would appeal to the state to sort out the 
mess, for ihey misunderstand the fundamental role 
of the slate in the reproduction of capitalist social 
relations. 

In a similar vein the authors of the introduction 
attack Naomi Klein for her reformism and criticise 
the "anti-capitalist movement 14 for its unwillingness 
to go beyond a superficial, negative erttique of 
capitalism. This is rote van! lor the radical ecology 
or direct action scene In its battle against the 
“forces of darkness 1 . Precisely because it is living 
labour which forms I he life blood of capital. 



responsible for calaslrophos and environmental 
destruction, it is the working class in its 
contradictory and antagonistic role within and 
j against capital, which holds the key to the abolition 
of capitalist social relations (and thus the 
improvement of the condHions of all life on the 
planet) through Its own self-abolition. The only 
I movement which can save the ptanel must be a 
social movement, a class movement, 

■ 

M Ordering the Deed, then, can be read ro r its 
; insights into the relationship between capitalism 
i and disasters and environmental destruction, but 
j also as a useful Intf eduction to Marx's critique of 

I political economy. Haven't got the time or 

j inclination to read Capltsff Bordiga offers you a 

; short cut by picking out some of the key pass-ages! 

*! 

II 

j TACT: Temporary Anti-Capitalist Teams 
j By TACT (Self PubUMtafttf, 2002) 

\ AS Pamphlet/ 12pp/20p/No ISBN 

TACT is an acronym looking for a meaning and 
\ not finding one,. The authors lament the 
j "fragmented nature of our struggled and hope for 
j "greater coherence’" within the anti-capitalist 
\ movement through the adoption of Temporary Anti- 
Capitalist Teams (TACT*). At best this is simply a 
[ call to work In affinity groups under a new brand 
| name. The concept of these Teams', however, is 
| so amorphous it lacks any meaning. Surely the 
j London types would have realised by now that 
\ ’declaring" yourselves to be a silty acronym 
IWOMBLES) doesn’t make your actions anymore 
effective, TACT 1, as an example to us alls* declare 
that one of their mam activities so far has been 
H building and running their website"— enough said. 




j Broadening the Struggle £ Winning the 
\ Media War 

\ By Nicholas H&nck (Kerspfebedcbp 2002} 
j AS Pamph tef/Slpp/No price/ IS BN 096835030 2 

i This pamphlet describes Marcos successful use 
\ of the international media. Unfortunately the author 
takes this at face value, and he describes the 

■ 

j success of the "public relations campaign 1 in terms 
: of column inches, ancl the reason for this success 
\ as being Marcos's ‘silver tongue’. The reel 

success, however, is the international support and 
l attention the Zapatistas have received as a result 



Do or Dia/No, 1C/5W5 




of the media attention. This support has ensured 
that their struggle has not been isolated and 
therefore more difficult for the Meccan government 
to suppress 

The success of Ihe media campaign, in 
particular Marcos" communiques, could also be 
doe to their content rather than their poetic value. 
The eloquent cal! for the violent destruction of the 
state may not have been as palatable to the 
Western media as call for Indigenous rights. 

Marcos is intentional in his appeal to be 
'"everything to everyone", to avoid any ideological 
political position and to be compromising in his 
demands. Along with (heir reluctance to use 
military force, this makes the Zepausfa struggle 
particularly exportable to Mexican civil society and 
Western liberals. This can either be interpreted as 
a reformist indigenous movement using militant 
posturing to court positive media attention or a 
revolutionary indigenous army tactically using 
poetic declarations to obscure their actual 
intentions. De spite its limited evaluation of the 
'media war' this pamphlet does highlight the 
importance of learning when to attack, when |q 
retreat, as wall as when to speak and when to be 
silent. Important Wessons for us all. 

Feral Revolution 

By Feral Faun ( Elephant Editions. 2001) 
Paperback/ liOpp/ Ho prlce/No ISBN 

This bonk Is a collection of Feral Faun's writings 
spanning the last decade. Feral Faun has been a 
contributor to the radical anti-authoritarian 
magazine Anarchy-4 Journal of Desire Armed for 
many years, and indeed most of these essays 
appeared there first. This collection is nmeHy in that 
Ihe author no longer writes under the name "Feral 
Faun" and has moved towards a more 
insurrectionist point of view — although still just as 
critical of civilisation and domestication. 

For me the highlights in this book are the 
essays 'Social Transformation— Or the Abolition of 
Society" and "The ideology of victimisation', Also 
included is "The Anarchist Subculture 1 , a sharp 
critique of the political ghetto and those that 
Inhabit It, which was reproduced as a pamphlet for 
the 2000 Earth First! Winter Moot by Repressed 
Distribution, The title essay 'Feral Revolution" was 

reproduced in ihe last issue of Do or Die. For a 
copy {and a list of other Insurrectionist pamphlets) 
contact: Elephant Editions. BM Elephant, London 
WC1N 3 XX, England, 

The Pink Pauper 

By AnarchQuist {Self published. 2001) 
huwspapur/U2pp/Frao/NO ISBN 

Another spoof newspaper, this one produced in 
2001 by the London based anarcha-queer group 
AnarehQuiSl for the La OiDah even! In London. 



Held at the same time end the seme piece as Ihe 
j huge commercial Mardi Gras, the difference was 
that It was outside their Darners and was free. 

Both The Pink Pauper and the La Didah are trying 
j to highlight how exclusive the pink pound has 
[ become and how much queer space revolves 
[ around the 'right' image and lifestyle, replicating 
l the bullshit of mainstream society. The group 
| involved in the newspaper are 'a motley craw of 
\ various sexualities and diverse backgrounds" who 
l are actively rejecting assimilation of any kind. The 
[ articles range from a short history of anarchs 
; queer struggle in South London,, to queers in the 
j Nan Holocaust, a$ well as a scathing attack on the 
I corporate wankers that sponsor the Mardi Gras, 

For a copy, also available in large print or audio 
format, contact: AnarphQuist, c/o 56a Crompton 
Street. London SE 17. England. Email: 

■ ami qu^i2QPl^yAhop-G.o ■ uh 

Monopolise Resistance? 

j How Globnii^o Resistance would Hijack revolt 
By SchNEWS (Self published, 2001) 

AS Pamphiot/19pp/ SOp/No ISBN 

Written in the post* June ISEh and Seattle times 
when the left were desperate to clamber onto the 
\ global resistance bandwagon, this is a publication 
] to lay bare the differenced between those in the 
j authoritarian left (especially the Socialist Workers 
j Party — $wP) end our more ecoanarcho direct 
j action scene. Does an okay job at this, although 
: misses the main point about them being sfalrsf-s 
j and us being apfi-siaE/sts, which to my mind is 
j surely the big sticking point, father then them just 
[ being 'boring retries 1 P or into demonstrations father 
\ than direct action. Anyway, this is nonetheless well 
f worth a read if you're not sure what's wrong with 
I the SWP. Copies of it can be obtained by sending 2 
\ first class stamps and an SAE to: SchNEWS, PD 
; Box 2600, Brighton BN2 0EF P England. It is also 
[ available on the web at: www.sch nows . org . uh 

Hootenanny 

A SengbOOk Of Radical Campfire Song* 

Edited by the Hootenanny Collective 
! (Self published, 2001} 

Poperback/203pp/USS14.CH>/No ISBN 

j Campfire song and music was a strong pert of 
j the ants-roads camp culture here in Britain, and 
from this book it seems as if It is fen North America 

■ 

too. Packed full of wild rampagmg lyrics end music, 
and with songs lauding the ELF, dumpster diving 
and ecodirect action, it even Inspired me, a 
j repressed and musically challenged English boy, to 
= want to be a banjo wielding campfire rabble-rouser, 

] Von can get hold of a copy of this rad songbook 
] (dude) by sending $14 (or $9 for a smaller 
l rambler's edition) to: Hootenanny Collective, c/o 
I EFJ Journal, ROB 3023. TuCson, A Z S5702, USA. * 
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Well„ here you have It again p cur much loved and loathed letters pages. And 
Increasingly populated by loonies It seems. Oh well, we had many laughs on the 
long and lonely cathode ray fiNed nights in our dank dungeon office, As this is the 
last issue of Do or Die , do not send any letters expecting publication, although we 
still welcome your comments on this issue* Write to a prisoner — not usl 



E Feel a Smile Coming on... 

Dear Do or Die* 

The 'Fiesta of Life against Death" action, 
organised by the Disarm DSEi Collective, was a 
day of action on 11th September 2001 against the 
Defence Systems Exhibition International [DSEij at 
the Excel Centre in London's Docklands. When wo 
heard that someone was planning to take on an 
arms fair (surely one of the more blatantly evil 
manifestations of the capitalist world order) we 
were excited. Here was an opportunity to use the 
creative power of Reclaim the Streets (RTS) event* 
and the en( l-gldbaFlsatton/anH-oapita list movement 
and target something specific- thereby avoiding the 
lack of focus that, for example, had marred 
Mayday, On the public relations front the state 
would surety bo on the back foot. Portraying those 
who attack a fast food restaurant and paint (ho 
Cenotaph as mrndless hooligans was easy, a bit 
more difficult to justify cracking heads lo protect 
the sale of weapons systems to noted abusers of 
human rights. Building on the potential of the 
upswing of interest in anti globalisation politics it 
was hoped such an event would attract a large 
crowd. 

However the end result was BOO people boxed 
in and manipulated by the police. with little 
concrete action against the arms fair — with some 
notable exceptions. Over the top of this sorry mess 
floated a banner with the legend "I feel a smile 
coming on\ We feel that an opportunity to break 
the sterile boundaries of symbolic protest and 



actively disrupt an arm* fair was missed, we feel 
j l hat our movement cannot of ford to forgo mass 
j street action which forges links and empowers in 
\ ways that clandestine action cannot. And yet it 
should not show Itself in ritualistic set pieces with 

V 

j the police on certain days each year, 

: This is an attempt by two people, who 

j responded to ceils for help from (he London based 
i Disarm DSEi collective, to analyse the mistakes 
made and to try to make suggestions for more 
j successful actions in the future. We need to look 
I at our failures as fully as our successes. 

As a movement we need to consider where our 
money comes from. Large private donations, 
j however well intended, have multiple negative 
; effects. Firstly by bypassing (he need for stalls, 
j benefit gigs, pub collections etc-, an Important 
point of contact with the public is lost. Fundraising 
Isn't just about cash It is also about raising 
= awareness and starting the 'word of mouth/ chain. 
Without contact WJth the public important feedback 
] is missed. Also, subtly but perhaps more 

significantly,, individuals who can he relied upon to 
come up with cash end up having more sway over 
which aspects of our politics are concentrated on 
at the expense of others, if one collective can put 
i out a few thousand pounds worlh of glossy 
j publicity with little el fori, this has the effect of 
j drowning out other ideas and making groups look 
more organised than they might actually be. (We 
j can think of a few events apart from Disarm DSEI 
: that this applies tojv Another important aspect of 
large donations is the slopp^iness with money they 
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can produce, People seem not to value what they 
haven't sweated foi— throwing money at a problem 
is not an alternative to forethought and planning. 
The propaganda for this even! was almost all of 



poor quality. It was pretentious, mystifying and not 
inclusive’ a picture of giant pink snakes attacking 
some ugly dancing peasants on one of the flyers 
being a weird choice of image. One of the 
fiyposiers fasr-ed even to mention that DSEl was an 
amis fair, apart from having a pink tank and the 
phrase “be charming and disarming" — whatever 
that might mean. Little effort was made to appeal 
to other groups who might have been interested. In 
fact, publicity seemed designed to appeal to a 
small sub cultural set. It needs Eo be understood 
that me concept of "party" and ■'pink end sliver" is 
not more inclusive, merely oidusive in a different 
way. It seemed to be avoiding any reference to 
pa lilies or to action. This wes to be a giant party— 
'bring your blue suede shoes, puppets- circus 
skills, drums and Instruments 

Either this- w-as e tactic to draw high crowds and 
3 low police presence, which assumes that people 
aren’t politically motivated and need to be bribed 
with a party to take any action. Also the police 
aren't that stupid, especially after the City of 
London action on June lEth in 1999 (see Do or 
Die No. -0. pp, 1-34}* The fact that in the week 
running up to September 11th, there were several 
arrests for conspiracy to commit violent disorder 
shows this. Even if you bill an event as the most 
peaceful parly the police aren't fooled, Perhaps in 
future we should experiment with directly political! 
and militant propaganda, Certainly the police 



response wouldn't have been different if we had 
i announced our intention to burn I he place downf (If 
we had announced a genuine effort to smash the 
\ lair there is a good chance the press would have 
= taken more interest and although they would have 
! printed a load of bollocks, it would have at tea&t 
\ helped to hype the event}, 
i The other alternative is that people genuinely 
\ believe that by some arcane summoning of the life 
: force that the forces of global capitalism will be 
\ overwhelmed, that people molly think that by their 
\ fierce dancing they will bring down the institutions 
\ of capitalism. This is called Magtck, Expressing 
| your idea of freedom and liberation by simply 
\ dancing in the street, you are neither going to stop 
an arms fair nor create a viable alternative. It is 
| protest not action. Flowers down the barrel of a 
j gun or levitating me Pontoon didnT work Iasi time 
' and It is unlikely to in the future— until the dawn of 
the Ago of Aquarius obviously- .. 

Worse still, some of the publicity was wildly 
i inaccurate. Telling people to meet at Tidal Basin 
: Road, el exactly the spot where Campaign Against 
! the Arms Trade (CAAT) had a legal demo arranged 
with the police and the police were at their fullest 
strength. Whereas In planning a different meetup 
point had been decided which would have allowed 
for more freedom of movement- Publicity needs 10 
[ be taken more senously than this; it is one of the 
most vhfsi roles that can ensure the success Of 

■ 

; failure of the day. 

To the north of the Excel Centre is a working 
j class estate. In a nod to class struggle politics, it 
! was decided to try to generate awareness about 
: the day on the estate- In itself not a bad idea, 

| However, the sigh! of an uninvited samba band 
complete with men in pink frilly shirts blasting 
aw% at full volume at a busy market (thereby 
[ according to angry locals stopping people from 
j making a living} dk3 not Inspire confidence in the 
j lde*i of a connection being made,, Perhaps when 
! working in other people s‘ areas a slightly slower 
j and more steady approach is needed. Maybe a 
i "pink ond silver 11 approach Is not everyone's Idea 
f of inclusive and creative, as the market traders 
[ seemed to think- ri Co-ming round hero dressed like 
\ a bunch of fucking fairies. upsetting people", was 

: one comment, 

■ 

Hampered by minimal numbers it wa^ never 
= going to be what had been planned for. Alter we 
; were swiftly bofced in by the police, we became 
\ sluck and pushed into the sanctioned poi ice/C AAT 
l space, It was Frustrating and disempowering as 
l people fiercely danced Id the police's tune. A 
: samba band is not always the most appropriate 
response. While they can energise and move a 
crowd, they are also slow and unwieldy and can 
hold a crowd stagnant and passive awaiting a 
i ponce kettle [a tactic the cops use to contain 
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crowds in Public Order situational. Perhaps 11 is 
time that party as protest is not always the firs! 
response of our movement in mass street actions. ■ 
In fact samba can encourage protest rather than j 
action, Given what wes going on In the Excel 
Centre i ter min ly didn't fool a smile coming on, I 
Love, | 

Houmous Muffin 

■ 

Which Way Out of Activism? ; 

Dear Do or Die. 

'Give Up ActMsm't a sharp yet flawed polemic, \ 
has been clarified and improved by your Postscript ■ 
(in £>o or Die J^o. 9). Indeed, Aeilvlsrn i s not some : 
disease of the mind that tan be cured by an act of \ 
wjII. but someth jpg we're currently forced Into, It's 
perhaps best compared to having a bad leg! If 
you've got a bod leg. you have to walk with a limp 
or else just stay put. And as any doctor will tell 
you. It's bettor to walk It. But they'll also tell you 
it's Important to stop limping as soon as you con. 

If it becomes habitual you could be limping for fife* 

In short, we need to develop a paradoxical 
relationship to our Aclivlsm — recognising we need 
it but recognising we need to be rid of it as soon j 
as possible. to do this wc need to look at what 
took us to Activism In the first place., in order to I 
discover what lies beneath it. What needs do we 
have that currently can only take that form? 

When the Liverpool Dockers were on strike, one j 



came down to talk in Brighton . An audience 
member was kind enough to inform him that he { 
was willing to support the dockers, but only j 

provided they “’changed". Politely the docker j- 

suggested perhaps ihey didn't need to change 



quite os much as ho thought, and cited an incident 
where they'd got some harbour-side eco-protesters j 
de-ar rested by threatening to walk off the job, ! 

[Probably Liverpool Docks tropical timber Fiction 
1992 — Ed.] Yes, yes- interrupted the quo si loner, 
bet are you willing to change? 

An extreme example, perhaps, but It exempktias 
the oft-heard Activist mentality that it s our job' lo 
'educate people'. True middle-class 
philanthropists, we nobly sacrifice our time and 
energy to struggle to make them more like us. \ 
It's not just that this patronising rubbish might l 
be a bit off-putting to people. The point is that this \ 
is capitalist thinking, and we need to think of \ 

things in exactly the opposite way if we're ever 
going to get anywhere. An that stuff we did, all j 

those dank squats wo did up to lose again, all i 

those riot shields we bashed our brains agalnsi. if s 
we didn't do it for ourselves I hen why the fuck did \ 

we do it? Out of the goodness of our hear Is? Give j 

us a break! j 

'Give Up Activism 1 Is excellent at pinpointing the ; 
negative side of Activism (i T e. when we fall into a l 
militant seif-sacniicing role which makes us no 



better than Trots} but neglects an ever potentiai 
positive side which informs Activism but always 
threatens to transcend it. Crucially, and unlike the 
Trots, we can recognise that we choose to do what 
we do— that it isn't some kind or duly imposed 
upon us. This gives us the capacity to see our 
actions- as coming, ffom our own needs or, to toss 
In yet more SlEuationist Jargon, lo develop radical 
subjectivity. (Even when we don't use this capacity. 
It still lies latentj 

Of course, as we're keen on saying, we have 
much I he same tangible needs as anybody eise. 

We like to breathe clean air. don't want to eat GM 
foods or stav® in shit jobs etc. (We also have a few 
of our own, of course, such as our fondness fur 
giros to arrive on our doormats and Pur seemmgly 
insatiable desire for smack and eider,) 

But we cm also see cur needs in a broader 
context. We know wo re not happy just being 
workers, students, consumers or any other kind of 
elion^tad subject of capital. Wo want to do things 
for ourselves, and in association with others in 
some kind of community. Wc create our own 
Spaces nol out of any selfless desire to be unpaid 
social workers, but because we want someplace 
we can go that isn't part of the morkel place. We 
want others to come to them because wo re glad 
of the company. And we try to piss off the 
authorities because we don't like them, and doing 
it makes us feel better. 

Inevitably this carries its Own negative side. It 
leads to people looking inside some tiny scene for 
all their answers. It leads lo us developing our 
ritual habits, such as bricking the cops on certain 
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Axed calender dates without a thought for how 
thoso actions appeal id or affect other people- 
And* os the author of h An Open Letter lo the Direct 
Action Movement {see Do 0/ Die No, S. p. 141} 
has argued, this voluntaristic basis to our 
movement allows some to pick and choose 
campaigns in order to create their own self-image, 
instead of shopping for clothes we adorn ourselves 
with issues — both are ways of building roles. 
There's probably a thousand other by-ways within 
which we could gel lost Inside Activism, but they 
share one root — they're all ways of adapting to this 
world rather than aiming at the next. 

Vat those of us willing to accept their own intie 
ghetto in place of world human community are 
taking second best and know it. Our micro- world of 
Activists Is but sips for the thirsty, just about 
enough to keep going but no replacement for tire 
ocean we want to dive Into, 

Moreover, unlike ouf Questioner above, we -do 
not see change as something one directional. We 
do not see the cost of the world os something 
outside ourselves which we need to fix, or re-make 
in our own image. Our desire to connect to others 
outside our scene also springs from our own 
needs, not out of some misplaced missionary zeal. 
When we talk about change wo also want to 
Change ourselves. And we can only do that by 
otfiera changing us. Only others can get us out Of 
the ghetto, can extinguish our Activist role. 

in short. Activism is good in giving us a short- 
term stop gap answer to deeper needs, limited but 
something we probably wouldn't get any other way 




0ut it's also bad, in that It can lead us to mistake 
the stopgap for the solution, the crumbs for the 
; bakery, the trees for the wood- Giving up Activism 
j is always the goal'. 8ul currenlly. our only possible 
route towards this is through Activism itself— for 
! only by going through it can we transcend it. A 
! strange paradox, and It's perhaps inevitable that 

■ we Can only 30 a it sporadically. There’s always the 
j pressure to 'normalise' our movement by making 

i Activism into our job, our Identity, self-therapy or In 
[ some other way explicable within capitalism, {The 
j. ever-shifting dynamic between militancy and true 
r radical subjectivity is no doubt the cause of the 
I bizarre love/hate relationship many of us have 
l developed with the scene.) It can't happen by act 
l of will alone, only by a combination of action and 
l circumstances. But being, clued up rim it tbs 
! situation helps. Activists of the world unite... 

[ you've nothing to lose but your rofasl 
I Love, 

The Bash Street Kids 

■ 

■ 

1 

■ 

j Absolutely Hat stand 

[ Dear Do or Die, 

j 1 am an elephant living in a big old barn in 
= Friesland, I have many cows and am considering 
l shaving I hem to produce crow milk, from this 
\ substance can be derived 0 most delectable 
[ cheese. My contacts In adjacent galaxies have 

[ confided in me that this can be utilised in 

■ 

interstellar travel, 1 must admit that I found this 

■ 

rather disturbing, as l have only recently renounced 
\ the wearing of pantaloons, l find shorts all the 
more fitting in this most clement of climates, 
j Although mine have proved rather uncomfortable. 

: When descending, from horses tl is advisable not to 
disturb the hills Of moles, as it can be a frightful 
Job in the reconstruction* and usually requires 
\ copious scaffolding. A now lick of paint may also 
bo required* though 1 often have trouble whilst 
donnlpg a Cockney accent. It appears to be rather 
dated, The workmen have, on Occasion, referred 
me to tholr grandfathers for effective transition. 
Alas, my Welsh friends speak in silky tones that I 
j suspect are cunningly veiled insults Apologies Eo 
j anyone reading this backwards. It is a dreadful 
j waste of time. Onwards rode the light brigade, and 
thus we shall proceed: though both appear to have 
I been mistakes. For my part. I think that l shall stay 
| here, occasionally glancing backwards inio ihe 
! sunset. We shall endeavour to prevent this 
{ communication from transcending idiom and form 
| and descending Into mere mindless self- 

■ expression. Teetering on the edge of that great 

l abyss, though 1 long for the breeze through every 
[ fibre. I should like to make 3 few more things clear. 

■ before fractalisatlon lakes hold pemianenEly. As a 
dear friend of mine once said “My brain Is on fire\ 
it wasn't, of course: it was just his Imaginailon. 
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Chained with chains of Cham ho escaped Ihe 
Castle only to drown in the Moot. A oriel breath of 
freedom, arid then the taste of stagnant water I 
loved him well: he had many names- both male 
and female. When taken as s whoEe, It becomes 
abundantly clyar lhac the work of Guy Ooboid is 
nothing more then an elaborately coded suicide 
note. An elegy for the death of passion. An attempt 
to reduce the irreducible, that yielded only ashes.. 
To decipher this, you need but read between the 
lines* avoiding words if possible. The poet was 
wrong, beauty is between the thighs of a woman, 
and truth is a damn evasive thing. Butterfly nets do 
not suffice for this task. Ha indeed, think againl? 
fake off those trousers, and: walk! Will someone 
hold my hand for me, and lead me through the 
woods to the fabled oak tree, ! remember many 
people* ones. The River is fleeting, all the better for 
washing things away, don't you ihink? It has to be 
said* p Whale fins come io those who wair* 
sometimes her majesty shews herself. Sometimes 
she breaches, the God is in that moment. What of 
truth? What Indeed. Fire at wilt! if anyone reading 
this scrawl Is interested in the subjects raised, 
then please do not hesitate to correspond with u$ 
via the fetters pages of Do or Die megazme. A 
cursory look at previous issues reveals hot debate 
on closely related matters. Thus. I await your 
arrival with folded hands. 

My sincerest regards* 

EW 

PS: I am told that the Forthcoming issue of Do or 
Die will include a treatise on the correct way to ride 
a donkey. Is this true? 

Macho Rubbish? 

Dear Da Or Die* 

I want to make some comments about some 
differences fe have with the tone of your otherwise 
excellent journal. 

The arllcies lend to fetishist struggle, 
confrontation, militancy (from the gffcm covers 
showing policeman end demon strators locked In 
confrontation, to the Burns slogan about "Liberty's 
in every blow r , to Che lack of dialogue with different 
viewpoints — how about, for example, publishing a 
response from Fa Basra/ atooui their views on your 
article '¥a Oastatrdsi' — see iDo or Die No, 9). tf as 
a movement we are about being something 
different reclaiming subjectivity, poetry without 
poems, love (all evoked in the bast wrrting in the 
anarchist tradition from the Situ alien ists to Barret, 
Camatte, Perlman J„ why would we want to fetishise 
militancy and macho boy images of struggle? 

l explain confrontational lactic s when they are 
used as arising subjective*/ trorn a sense of 
frustration and anger at the way in which 
capitalism and the holders of power are hell bent 
on the pursuit ol power* control * profit „ and the 



destruction of the biosphere. We bo not have much 
\ time before global warming end habitat destruction 
devastates our world, and the system is out of 
: control 

\ What your journal does* and which leaves a bad 
\ taste, is to otyecrfvefy glorify, rationalise and 
\ advocate militancy and confrontetionai tactics. The 
\ militant becomes separated from his or her real 
I needs and need to change the world. This point is 
\ from Berrol (alias G i lies Dauvo, in Eclipse anti Re 
\ emergence of the Communist Movement) in a 
j foreword which is omitted (I wonder why?) horn ihe 
\ 'Revised Edition " pamphlet published: toy 
[ Antagonism Press. J warn to Quote it because it 
seems relevant to. for example, the attitudes 
j expressed ip the articles on Prague * (see Do or Die 
No.9): 

"In spue of ns shortcomings* the SituationiS! 
International has shown..* it Is not only Important 
co understand the historical movement and act 
accordingly, but also fo be something different 
from the attitudes and values of the society the 



revolutionary wants to destroy. The militant attitude 
. is indeed counter-revolutionary. In so far as It splits 
the individual into two* separating tils needs* his 
\ real individual and social needs, the reasons why 
he cannot stand the present world, from his action. 
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his attempt to change this world. The militant 
refuses Co admit that ha is in fact revolutionary 
because ha needs to change his own life as well 
as society in general. He represses the impulse 
that made him turn against society. He submits to 
revolutionary action as if it were external to 
him...”, (p.7) 

Speakmg for myself hero (and not Just 
Interpreting Barrel) I think that to be something 
different from the values and altitudes of our 
werfd. We need to be creative* joyful* loving, 
generous* imaginative* humorous, tender, 
sensitive; Instead of [to give some of the values 
and attitudes of our world) mliitamL gnm. macho* 
authoritarian, domineering, mean-spirited. hating, 
manipulating and humourless. 

We need to think for ourselves, do what we 
think is best and respect the views of others to do 
as they ihmk best. None of us know for sure which 
are the beet actions* hut if we keep in mmd that 
we want fo be something different we can make 
Judgements that do not reproduce the attitudes 
and values we want to change* 

Ef at times for some that means more 
confrontational tactics out of self defence or in a 
subjective expression of frustration, then those 
people will have stayed in touch with ihemsetvas 
rather than submitting to action as If It were 
external to them- and will have done so without 
being fuelled by the fetish! sation or glorification of 
confrontation, or the acting out of patterns of 



anger. 
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There Is a slock response to the Huffy /spiky 
debate which has become fashionable to the point 
Of authoritarian arlbodosy by Reclaim the Streets 
and some Earth Prefers: that It is a diversion, a 
distraction. This Is however not the only response- 
which would be for both to respect the rights of 
others for their perspectives, with everyone 
keeping in mind the elm to something different. 
What tends to happen on larger demonstrations is 
that the gathering of large numbers of people h 
most of Ehem wanting to avoid confrontation., 
becomes the smokescreen needed for more 
confrontational tactics by those who hove 
prioritised these, who rarely carry out ihe same 
laches in small groups without (he ’cover* of a 
large crowd. 

The original article on 'Give Up Activism ' mokes 
some important points, drawing on Vaneigem and 
Cnmatte So do so. But the Postscript added In Do 
or Die No. 9 is a bizarre return to 19th Century 
workerism and productEonism which is out of tune 
with the ethos of the movement, which is about a 
different way of hie In which production Isn't 
separated off and fetishised as it is In industrial 
society, tn which all classes are involved in a 
system which has reduced people to workers and 
the earth to a mere resource, it is me totality of 
the system that we want to change. For many 
thousands of years we ail had access to our 
livelihood by having access to land. Hierarchical 
state societies and capitalism have taken away 
this right* How we address our relationship lo land 
now that capitalism has taken it away from nearly 



everyone and turned it into momcullufal deserts is 
no easy question. But feushi&mg workerism and 

■ production diverts the ground back to capitalism. 
Keep up the good work. 

j Regards, 

= KG 

■ 

■ 

\ Mother of all Battles 

j Dear Cabbage, 

[ l p m contactmg you with an unusual request. I 
\ doubt if you'll print it {because you didn't prlnl my 
i article j but there’s r>o harm in writing anyway. I’d 
like to hear from men and women who have 

& 

E chosen not to have children. Td also like to be In 
contact with people who are E blinking aboul the 
| possible effect on our environment and on other 
\ species of making an individual decision to 
reproduce; and with people who ere concerned 
[ aboul ihe environmental results of rising global 
human population, Td appreciate the opportunity to 
talk about ihese issues with other .iciivlsEs who 
: yrr thinking about them, and 1 would like lo feel 
more supplied and less isolated within the Earth 
First! movement as someone who has made the 
j decision not to become a parent. Thanks, 

Love, 

| namJarai nboytfehotmail.com 

■ 

■ 

1 Free Vanunut 

■ 

Dear DO or Die. 

I was wondering whether you could put 
I Mordechai Venunu tn your next Issue. Mordechai 
Vanunu i$ a political prisoner of conscience who 
= took pictures inside Israel’s nuefear in stall alien 
when they claimed that they were not developing 
\ their nuclear capability. He gave his pictures {for no 
\ money) lo the Sunday Times for thorn lo publish, 

: While In London he mot a woman called 'Cindy', He 
: went with her to Rome whore he was then 

kidnapped by Mossad (Ehe Israeli Secret Service) 
i on the 30th September 1986 and It turned Out 
that ’Cindy" was a Mossad agent. 

It Is Illegal under international law for a 
\ government to arrest someone who is no! in tbeir 
j own country. He was tried In a Closed court and 
: sentenced lo 16- years imprisonment of which he 
: has spent eleven and a half years in solitary 
l confinement. In 1998 he was released from 
j solitary and is due for release from Ashkelon 
j Prison (In Israel} in 2004, if you want mom 
: information on Mordech^ Vanunu then you can get 
i In touch, 
jj Yours, 

l The Campaign to Free Vanunu 

185 New Kent Road 
j London SE1 4AG 

\ Teh 020 7378 9324 

j Email: camDalengvaniinu.frc cagr ve.':p.'jK 

well: www.wanmm .liw—arw co uk 
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There "re Taking the Pisa 

Hi there. 

i'm writing from Pfss, for the Siivestre Collective, 
we hive Known Thai Do or Dio new issue is out, 
and that's a good news! 

Actually we have read some pages from Do or 
Dte that came us photocopied through Green 
Anarchist We appreciated the 4 Ye Baslafn- t$]V 
article (Do or Die No. 9, p. 11), because the White 
Overalls/ >2i Bests! are real bastards, hut don't 
understand then why you printed their communique 
Of Tehio protests (Do or Dfe No. p. 27H -that 

communique is tuil of lies and misrepresentations. 

First of all they lie about the march structure, 
since anarchists were not behind White Overalls 
but in the tail h well: isofaled from them for fear of 
direct action. Near anarchists there wore only 
hundred policemen,, bill The block managed to 
attack a bank (smashing 
windows and some computers) 
and some multi national stores. 

Then the Y& Be sfa F 
communique is a proof of self 
exultation, since (hey say there 
have been hard battles in front 
of the fair gates, but actually 
people stayed there for less 
than 1 hour (not oven doing civil 
disobedience) and then went to 
have lunch at the Moh^fehro 
camp P leaving the White 
Overalls alone with cops and 
TV cameras for their 
favourite action: hike 
clashes! 

On TV and photos it 
seems they nee* clashing, but 
actually cops never hit people 
but only the pads, end White 
Overalls on their side use 
no slicks or whatever, they 
just push with plastic 
protections. And if you've 
seen them in action In Prague youTl see that it was 
the seme, except for they had sticks,., but they 
were only in the hands of back lines who couldn't 
reach cops! They surely know how to create a 
show! 

But the better came later, when, after their 
’clashes", word was circulating that the convention 
hod been stopped for the whole day, Something 
White Overalls were proud of, and they stated in 
the communique, Actually Greenpeace, who had 
members inside the convention, assured us the 
halt was only 30 minutes long.. Just a coffee 
pause, nothing more. And >b 8&$te! knew this, but 
continue to gjohfy their battle saying they closed 
TebiOv 
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Last but not the least is the content of a leaflet 
with a kind of '10 Commandments' distributed by 

the While Overalls before the march,. Stating that no 
individual act or direct action would be tolerated, 
and inviting people to tell them who was doing 
what, they fins% exposed their nature; white policel 
Their activity Is not to defend people from cops, nor 
to attack property, but to defend society from 
revolutionary desire of destruction!' They nave 
hierarchies and leaders, they mystify reality, they 
participated in elections, they attacked comrades 
doing direct action, they even defended policemen 
from comrades, they assaulted the social centre 
hosting direct actionisls' ConUOiH^O (different from 
their institutional Mobttitebfo platform} and much more. 

And wha[ their communique fails to recognise Is 
that for Conlrotebio. made of anarchists, land 
squatters and radical leftists, the protests were 
nol limited to a march bui went on for 3 days, in 

the first day we gathered in a 
square where we sol our camp, 
and from there various 
unauthorised matches and road 
stopping went on, some with spray 
painting on banks' windows, cash 
machines and walls, and even a 
bank camera disrupted. Also 
with the big Teb-io banner in 
front of the exhibition 
feared down and 
destroyed. Then in the 
evening a group of peopFo 
ambushed biotech 
scientists going to a gale 
dinner end threw at them 
rotten vegetables and trash, 
and K think that was what 
cops didn't expect and surely 
attacked scientist directly. 

Then on the second day 
afternoon, after ihe institutional 
march where ControtQbio wasn't 
desired but wont there and took 
action, there was a 2.000 strong march of 
CenlfoEeb/o, completely ever numbered by riot 
police. And for oil 3 days we kept ieaHeting and 
doing stalls to inform on genetics. 

Well, that's what happened in Genoa on those 
days, some of which you will never know about 
from protest leaders as- Yd Baste! As you won't be 
informed that in the following months various direct 
actions against genetics took place; trashing 5 GM 
test fields, attacking an Aventis research centre, 
an Asgrow farm, an agriculture research centre, 
various banks financing biotech and lately torching 
a Monsanto grain store. The Italian anti genetics 
movement seems on a good start, isn't it? 

Yours, 
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PS: If you want to print part of (,1ms teller P think it 
would help lo let it known wt>o While Overalls are. 
Be sure that there will t>e more troubles with thorn 
her#, bul try to halt them spreading in UK too! And 
If some UK activists ere conning to Genoa in July 
for GB you better know the! White Overfills wiiil lead 
all protests mid wnll be there in full numbers. Most 
-lid Man anarchists won't lake pari to G8 protests in 
Genoa, cause it seems the city will be completely 
militarised and I don't think going where 20,000 
cops ere waiting you ts so smart. Action should be 
anywhere, any day amp anyway! 

I'm not Racist, my Daughter's a 
Vegetarian 

Dear Do or Qia r 

i was disappointed to read She letter in your 
magazine warning against the Anarchist Heretics 
Fair. It is not Far RlgJiL 
What brings the 
Organisers together is my 
economic analysis 
originally In Green 
Anarchist and now in 
Atlernalive Green, It 
describes how the core 
exploits the periphery 
(today, the Third World), 

So it is as useful* to right 
wing sur vivaiisis as left 
wing hippies. 

The hattfe will not be 
between Left and Right 
bul between Left end 

Right (tooemratiscs against 

Loft and Right centralists. 

So the decentra lists must 
talk to each other. 

Vour letter writer in Do 
Or Dio hte. 9. 'B' P is poorly 
informed. I was not 
'kicked out' of Green 
Anarchist for being far 
rigfrt. I resigned, as G.A 
No. 29 makes clear, 
because my fellow editor started being dishonest 
and misrepresenting my ideas. He has been asked 
to leave Ga, presumably for the same lies and 
misrepresentation mat he is now notorious for. 

After native? Green has absolutely no 'links with 
fascists ". They, with the most centralist political 
idea of all, would not be interested. I had links with 
Trans Europe of the radical right because they 
agreed with my economics. They were not fascist 
in any way. i now have links with Troy Southgate of 
NRF. He used to be distnbuust like the Green 
Parly. (Schumacher— Smafl is Beautiful— was a 
distnhytist; lax big business, subsidise small 
business} but he is no longer. He is not anti’ 



Semitic, though ho Is racist, but not to the extern 
of advocating repatriation, only separate living., I 
disagree with this, but we talk because he agrees 
with my economic ideas. Until you realise that this 
= Is an e&out economics, the causes of poverty, you 
\ won t began to understand whats going on. 
j Given the total failure ol anti -globalists to 
produce any ideas whatsoever (“replace capitalism 
\ with something nicer!"} Td have thought that my 
: analysis and policies would merit careful 
examination, 

6esi wishes, 
i Allemaltvo Gfean 

■ Trees net sheep! 

Hi uwe. 

| + ve just sent you a cheque for a Do or Die, and 
then thought, why not send you a 'communique' 

myselfT Situated 'up here r 
on the outermost fringes 
of the isle of Brigenil, the 
Outer Hebrides, known In 
Gaelic as Ettwr 
leodhais. a super quarry 
(proposed to be the 
largest in Europe) has 
just been turned down by 
the local people, animals 
and wider community of 
the Mother, and 
coincidentally by the 
'Scottish Executive', 

Yes r the 'Harris 
Superquerry' project is no 

more. Blessed be. 
However, the 'Executive 1 
still has plans for a super 
quarry at Durness at the 
North West of the 
mainland, so work is still 
needed solidarity wise 
there. 

The day before the official 
announcement of the 
planning refusal for the 
[ Na Hoarabh (Hams} quarry was made, I stumbled 
\ across a sea eagle, washing in at a shore. Sad to 
I see such & glorious bird rotting and decaying. First 

I time Tve seen one as well. The feathers went to 
( Sovereign Dine"h Mellon where a super quarry lOG 
i square miles in extent devours not Just the Mot tier 
\ bul the culture also. (See www.lisnet/ 
j b£^tWIld3Ja5,.hIft3k Slack Mesa mine wilt close. 

| There is a 'development plan' in the Council 
\ offices. The main fynchpin of this p4an is the 'Outer 
] Hebrides spinal route — a road building plan which 
j will break the Mother's back If allowed to continue. 

• So a long deprived, exploited, abused and 

coion iaiised people and land are offered millions of 




NOISE. 
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EEC/Gove rnmenl money for Instant happiness. 

This combined with a Christian refigion that sees 
the Mother as "a lump of rock' has led IP a 
situation where ridiculous horrific; manic so called 
development', a false trip as we ail know, was \ 
planned here. Not any more, blessed be. 

Trees not sheep, 

B 

Bottoms UpT j 

Dear Do or Dre, j 

I think people are being mis Jed, This global' j 

resistance and global networking Is I think a \ 

product of technology that is distorting peoples' \ 

view of the world. Of course globe:! resistance is 
vltat but it can only practically toe fought in our own 
backyard., The Class War movement of the 80s I \ 
think hit the nail on the head and I think people 
have only come away from this. In fear. 

The best we can do IS to attack the State by any j 
means necessary In our own notion and this is 
how global resistance and global solidarity is 
created* not by networking, conferencing, trying to : 
build global movements. People In other nations 
can only do this also— attack their own States by = 
any means necessary, and this is how they create = 
solidarity with us, practically and morally. j 

or course there Is a question of tactics: to hit 

a 

multinational corporations* Parliament Buildings, 
centres of commerce? To block roads, to disrupt 
road building, to sabotage the security forces? To i 
work in autonomous groups. Individually or en 
masse? To work underground or overground? The j 
who. when, where, how and why are all vital as are 
ongoing discussions and debates about what we j 
are all doing, but the basic ‘goer and the basic : 
"means" towards that "goal" have remained 
constant. 

am this gtobailsaf ion meiarhey is just us being 
distracted by the perverse distortions of 
technological advances. Our "global resistance" 
seems to simply encourage people to buy air 
tickets and computer, email and mobile phone 
equipment, when these are the things we should \ 

be dumping for a starf. But how could we iia&e = 

with the ZapaMstas without these things? We don'tl j 
We do what they are doing, create revolution in our \ 
own nation. We don’t do this by subscribing to the : 
latest capitalist perversions: we do this by = 

dumping thorn. j 

But how do we organise without this 3 

technology? Hey, anyone remember the world ten \ 
years ago withoul all this technology? My. how our j 
minds are quickly twisted into thinking we cannot 
fulfil Our lives without purchasing the latest 
electronic toy that Is on offer, 

Come on children, these toys are just 
distractions. We do not need them. We only realise 
this as we dump them and go with whet is left: our 



own innate sense of solidarity, our own natural 
urge towards co-operation, our own spontaneity 
and wildness, our own irrepressible spirit, our own 
anarchy. These things are the death of technology 
altogether, the end of capitalism nationally 
globally, and the beginning of our real global 
solidarity, just as they have always been. 
Technology, In all its forms, only crucifies these 
things and twists our minds and hearts. 

Love, 

Evil savage 

Don't Piss on my Flro! 

Dear Do or Die, 

i have noticed quite regularly a certain dynamic 
and pattern that often goes on within groups Of 
people prepared to do action together. Often yOuTI 
have someone, or e couple of people, brimming 
with enthusiasm, anger end confidence, and when 
putting their ideas to me reel of the group, a 
couple of people in the group will then pour 
negativity on the idea and try and persuade the 
rest of the group away from doing stuff. Often It Is 
dressed up as concerns about safety or the 
slratogic/pollficfll Importance of an action, Bui 
often i think that it Is because of their Own Test 
and rook of confidence at the time, that they are 
often not facing up to and acknowledging. If they're 
a particularly strong member of the group they can 
sabotage a tot of the ideas and energy Of e group, 
rather than let others go for it. 

Confidence Is a really tricky thing. What we do is 
often mad. putting ourselves at risk for no tangible 
personal gain, ft takes guts and confidence to want 
to go for stuff, and this confidence is a really 
fragile thing, especially when it involves group 
confidence. Handled right, our collective confidence 
can soar, but it can only lake one misplaced or 
ihoughdess comment to crash everyone beck into 
apathy and despondency, when others are trying to 
get their bottle up for something, wo should bo 
doing our best to support and encourage thorn. 

So 1 would suggest that if an action Is proposed 
by someone m your group, particularly a new 
person, and you don't feel up for It, Instead of 
immediately dissing the idea, stand back (whilst 
honestly examining your reasons for not wanting to 
do the action, perhaps yOur confidence has 
disappeared^ and lei others go for it with their 
confidence intact. Rather than pissing on their fire. 

Yours. 

Betty Boo 

Suspect Device 

Dear Do or Die, 

Thanks for Do or Dve No. 9 which I received a 
few days ago. it was a pleasant surprise, as was 
tssue 8, which helped me Through the first few 
months of my sentence at Wandsworth, was 
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confiscated on arrival here at EImkry, along with 
most or my iBooks, magazines. pape ^ newsletters 
oic. They were all classed a$ "offensive materiar,, 
and not a lot gets past the censors here. U's funny 
to think that the prison service finds anything more 
offensive than itself. So I've been frantically 
reading the journal before someone in a uniform- 
notices it. Luckily s am able to keep abreast of 
Current events through iho completely inoffensive 
Oarjy Mail winch 1 am given once a week. 

i was given a 2 year sentence In October 2000 
for my part in the May Day mess in London that 
year- For my first 3 months inside l was locked up 
for 23 hours mry day. even if It was raining. 

That's a lot of time for thinking. Thinking about 
how \ got to be in prison, going over and over my 
actions on the day, the consequences for me, my 
partner, my daughter, lots of personal stuff. Asking 
myself — was it alt worth it? And always coming up 
with the same answer — no. It's easy in this 
situation to forgot the contest of my actions, the 
circumstances on the day and my reasons for 
being there, Reading the articles in Do or Pfeha? 
helped to remind me, While I don't want to ignore 
the personal stuff, to concentrate on it too much is 
dangerous in prison, you just end up feeling 
miserable. I want to keep the anger that I’ve felt all 
my life, or at least since 3 realised how fucked up 
the world is when i was about 10 years old. I just 
have to remember to use that anger as best I can. 
and not just ok pi ode with frustration whilst 
surrounded by several thousand riot police armed 
with big sticks and cameras. So it's very useful to 
be able to read other peoples" thoughts on the 
tactics used in the resistance to and ultimately the 
destruction of the capitalist machine. 

So, thanks again for helping me through this, in 
fact for helping me to make the most of my 
situation. Of course Hi my letters are read by the 
forces of darkness, so I now look forward to my 
cell being turned over by storm troopers and a 
controlled explosion being used to destroy your 
dangerous publication. That should brighten up an 
otherwise boring day. 

Respect and solidarity. 

Michael Collins 

(Written whilst in prison, now released.) 

Terror Threat? 

Dear Do or Die, 

Nice one for my copy of the ninth edition. Once 
again an informative and diverse collection of 
issues, i particularly liked the article on Jacques 
Mesfine, lor obvious reasons, and have been 
keeping an eye on the Sodexho and Co. stuff and 
Tm very interested In the CAGE group, sounds as if 
it could be big. Prison life hs boring and letters that 
manage to gel pasi the censors are great so i was 
won surprised, after having problems even getting 



Scftnews* thal the book reached me. I shall add it 
to my other copies when I got out. Eviction survivor 
though one is! lHalf of the pages got trashed when 
thrown out of the tree!) Well thanks again and keep 
it up! A question’ could you be banned from 
; publishing about certain groups under the Anil 
I Terror laws? Would you have to after your articles 
! to Show no support? It won't be long before no 
| prisoner will have access to such enlightening 
I literature. So let's keep up the fight. 

Thanks, 

i 

Lee Himlin 

(WriUtfn whilst In flr'iMfl, n«w ffcltJ&cel..) 

■ 




■ 

Aw, Shucks! 

My dearest Do or Dio. 



I just don't know how to start this loiter. Well, it 
■ would bo best to start from the beginning, I 
: suppose* Last lime I heard from you in October 
1999 when you sent mo Do or Die No. 8 
magazine. Yeah, It was so long time ago. I just 
I need to say that QoD No. 8 was something really 
l unique, Wow! What more to say; I keep reeding it 
| again end again,,, and then again and again! Ok, 

\ you understand what 1 mean to say. Also I am 
: pleased to inform you that there are more people 
= here who really admire your work just as much as I 
do. 

\ 1 am writing you because l win not and I don't 

l want to believe that you are not coming out any 
i more. Please, say that i'll be able to enjoy in you in 

I many, many years to come! 1 wrote you two or 
three times last year (with and without enclosed 
money) but unfortunately no reply from you. This 
time ! can only hope (hat this letter win reach you 
and finding you all well and in good health and Shat 
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quite soon there ! ii bo envelope with new Do or Die 
magazine Mo. 9. Lots of love and respect to all of 
you who make something so valuable* and useful 
like my beloved 90 or Die. 

Till next time. 

IE 

Croatia 

PS: I had unique oppoM unity 10 attend anii-WS, 

IMF, WO demos lest September in Prague. Please 
find enclosed my 'statement' Fve written for some 
organisations which requested me for il. Well, 1 
was really lucky because there were no evidence 
(photos,, video etc.} against me. So there is a God 
after a!l~ha, ha? 

No Sects Please 

Dour Do or Die, 

Congratulations on a brNiigmt issue number nine, 
I was particularly Inspired by the r« sports on anti- 
genetics actions and impressed with the analysis 
In the articles 'Stale of Terror - , 'May Day\ and the 
- Rmk and Sitver 1 block erticte- 

\ notice thal you list AniMFa^dst Action (AFA) os 
a group which uses "physical confrontation" 
against (he for right. Tins is less and less the case 
in recent years— AFA is now almost entirely under 
the control of Red Action and seems more 
interested In slagging off other anti-fascists tnan in 
physically confronting the far right.. Many groups 
have left AFA for this reason including Bristol, 
Nottingham, Wigan, Bolton. Soulh London and 
Sheffield— with Leeds and Newcastle both Kicked 
out in recent years. 

While AFA has some good analysis and dees 
some good work It is clearly a re d front that no 
longer engages in street confrontation. So, whether 
you list AFA Is up to you but you should also list 
mo No Platform Anti-Fascist Network. This Is a new 
development Incorporating some ex-AFA groups and 
others of a similar persuasion, U is non sectarian 
and committed to (ho dual approach of political 
and physical confront ah on. Unlike AFA pI has had a 
few good results on the streets against the BNP 
and NF in (ho Iasi year or two. 

Like Earth First! W s o network of independent 
groups so there is no national contact address, 
although if you send stuff to the Leeds address 
well pass it on to the nearest group. 

Keep up the good work. 

No Platform Anti-Fascist Network 
P0 Box 127 
Leeds L53 ITS 

Just Because I'm Paranoid... 

Dr# OoO, 

the pseudonymous letter slagging off Green 
Anarchist in your last Issue was a good attempt For 
an amateur. Its author well effects the (-one of 9 
superficial "know all, know nothing" trendy (hat's in 



: and out of the movement in a summer, the sort 
! that used So rave about Squall and will css ly call G.A 
[ M Green Anorak \ 

He blows it when he refers to H The Feud", 
standard Stewart Home Clone rhetoric, Satisfying^,. 
he admits this is damaging them more than GA, so 
! much so they're reduced to pseudonymously 
I denouncing themselves in order to attack us, 

I mainly to deceive readers an ocean awayl 
Unsurprising, when exactly as Home was 
I exonerating Tony Wakeford of far right links, the 
j latter was hosting the website for Sjnt/wste, the 
zine Of ENM/NRF’s Troy Southgoto r a key organiser 
of the February 2001 "Alternatives Fair".. Also 
unsurprising* given our consistent exposes of 
■ Home's collaboration with fascists and the State. 

that 'Consumer zombie' complains there's ‘too 
I much conspiracy theory “ Jn GA, 

Yours— for the destruction of civilisation* 

/ohn Connor 
j Oxford GM 

PS: Bob Black's no fascist, but Home clone and 
Holocaust denial apologist Fabian TucKwif 
Tompsett has intimidated DoD frot true, we have 
never been intimidated by him — Ed.] into publishing 
a second attack on him as such whilst allowing 
Bob no reply (again, not true* we happily publish 
j any letters Bob sends u& — Ed*]> Ask not why Bob 
allowed an innocuous student paper (see Friendly 
| FJre, pp. 235 26 7 J to be published in the institute 
j for Historical Review's Journal 20 plus years a^o— 

1 naivete, obviously — but rather how Fuckwit 
j obtained a publication dedicated anti-fascist 

researchers can't. Also ask why Fuckwit denounces 
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anarchists as “fascists" whilst assoc idling with 
fascists like Home and Co,. If not to promote a 
convergence agenda? 

No Names, No PackdrtH... 

Dear DoD, 

The letter from the anonymous l B‘ in OoO No. 9, 
‘Fascism Behind the Mask of Anarchy' nggds some 
comment. 

The writer glories fin the "success" of alleged 
ontJ-fasclsts in getting an event s/he disapproved 
of (The Anarchist Heretics fair} cancelled by means 
of threats. They inform us thai Afews m^ganne 
has # proven and documented links to me far 
right*, (Unspecified, we're supposed! to take 8"s 
word for that .) Having read a few issues of Nexus t l 
c:fc!fi only say (Vo found noth log in it very politically 
or morally objectionable. True, some of it is 
downright cranky - - the UFO conspiracies and quack 
medicine etc. — hut other pieces are solid 
information about serious health hazards and reel 
state/corporate conspiracies. But this fis Irrelevant, 
Evan if JVejrus were to print extracts from Main 
H&trtpf. anyone who thinks that justifies 
Intimidation to deny free expression cannot claim 
to be an anarchisl/Hbeftahan of any description. 
Such people believe that violence or the threat of ft 
hs a legitimate political argument — the basic tenet 
of all authoritarians. 

Mo. this !£n't a flufty/pKtflst argument. Violence 
in soft-defence against violent situations and/or 
Institutions is always justified, e g. as in Seattle, 
Prague etc. Disrupting the activities of the 
murdering scum who control global: capitalism is. 
boih necessary and praiseworthy, But I suspect 
that is far too risky for cowards like B — ft it isn't 
Incompatible with their true ideology in any case, ft 
anybody i$ oxpressing opinions you don't like, you 
have two choices: one, ignore them so as not to 
give them further publicity. Two, take them on in 
open debate and convince them and theft followers 
of the truth of your doctrines. The only reason 
anyone ever advocates suppression or censorship 
Is because they doubt (heir own ability to do mo 
latter. 

The end of B's massive gives off a strong slink of 
Searehflghf/MI5 provocateur tactics. To print the 
name and address of the alleged organiser of Ihe 
offending event can only be seen as an attempt to 
set them up for violent attack, despite the snldely 
sniggering, "Why not drop him a- line or something?" 

ll H $ too much to expect you to feel any kind of 
ethical shame for printing this poison but try e little 
self-interested foresight. How would you feel about 
your details appearing in Spearhead or 
somewhere? Suppose there is some kind of attack 
on this men. do you really think it would end there? 
Would you like to see a CIS 4 firm" visit the next 
Anarchist Bookfair? MI5 and Searchlight would be 




ecstatic. The most charitable view is that you at 
j OoO are seriously stupid (fair point — td.|. The 
j uncharitable view is that you are fully aware of ell 
= this already, in short* if you want to create an 
i atmosphere where most people are infilmidated 
i from showing an interest in any form of 
j "extreme '/unorthodox polities Just carry on in the 
j same vein, (And if you think you're getting my 
\ name and address you can go Tuck yourselves ! 1 I'd 
i probably end up in Searob/^hr as a "fascist 
sympathiser' at the least.) 

Yours. 

Anonymous 

Drug War Prisoner 

■ Dear Friends, 

Greeting:*! 1 Thank you vory much for sending me 
j your ninth Issue of Da Of D*& By far I'd have to say 
ft is the greatest collection of personal 
demonstration and action accounts from all over 
j the world E have over read. It’s absolutely brilliant! 

Thanh you also for including me amongst fibs 
! other "Prisoners of War'* However, I would lika to 
! rectify my sentence, I had the 6 life sentences 
\ dismissed on appeal in 1B97. In 1998, 5 more 
j years were dropped. At present. I'm doing a 10 
j year bid, ft p s boon a long, difficult battle. And it's 
i not over yet. 

l am especially ill They misdiagnosed and 
mistreated me. I have been Eeft crippled for the 
rest oi my life. Updates ere ol. 
j www.drugwaronsoflers^o rg Somewhere on there I 
have my own page. 
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Good news is that my fast book, The 
Tatiahassee Project has been released, This is a 
collection of photos and stories from female drug 
wr-ar prisoners originally intended as an exhibit at 
l he 1996 UN hearings in New York City. The book 
was published with the aid of Or John Beresford of 
the Committee on Unjust Sentencing, and is 
available through Amazon online ordering. 

Presently, I’m wording on my second book on 
the women here at Caiswell- This is the only 
medical centre in I he US for federal female 
prisoners, while the Bureau of Pinsons likes to tout 
Ft as the "Mayo Clinic" of federal medical centres, 
one must remember this place is so decrepit and 
rundown the Veterans' Association no longer 
wanted il. My mission Is to close this place down, 
Thank you again, 

In solidarity, 

Karen 

Address 

Keep Taking the Pills 

Hi Do or Dj'p, 

Undercurrents are right. There are severe 
Currents of wanked sm amongst Earth First! Unless 
you are total egoism macho nerds. you P like me will 
be scanning nervously for camera people at 
actions. As you well know it keeps (he pip distant* 
And unless you’re a complete and total wanker you 
don't fuck someone of f who's in the middle of 
deep trance with a ritually abused mixed race 
woman. Unless you“re Earth First! that Is. But it's 
all just a game isn't it? Fucking morons! Occult 
mealheadsl Nevertheless, Peace. 

Gggrrr, 

JB 

Whale Meat Again 

Mi DO or p/e,. 

Glancing through your last annual I noticed a 
piece about Sea Shepherd. I hme to point out that 
the Sea Shepherd’s pursuit of the Matoah Tribe is 
horrific racism. The one whale given so the Makah 
wos that, it was a traditional (pre-colon laf) give 
away, | know this from my Native American 
campaigning. The Sea Shepherd ended up using 
colonial law against the Makah. 'Officially' the 
whale give-away was not an aboriginal hunt 
because there was a ?0 year break In Makah 
whale give-aways. Why was there a 70 year break? 
Because of near complete destruction/ suppress ion 
of a unique indigenous culture. Not without horrific 
theft, and abuse of Native kids in "residential 
homes'. Thus Sea Shepherd etc, have used a 
horrifically racist act to try and stop a 
aboriginal hunt (be. a give away not a ‘hunt* in the 
western sense). Fucking morons! This situation 
needs sorting out If wo are to make any 'New Age’ 



l real. Otherwise H"s all still a white supremacist 
•scapegoat game 1 , No thanks I 
[ in love and extreme anger kid r 

JB 

r 

i The Orwellian Logic of Leftism 

| Dear Do or Dio* 

I am writing in reply to the last edition of Da or 
\ Die No. 9 concerning a letter entitled ‘Fascism 
■ behind the mask of Anarchy' which libelled myself 
\ and others who participated in The Anarchist 
I Heretics Fair (which was hold In Brighton during 
May 2000) as being trypto fascists etc. The author 
of this piece of writing cowardly declined to submit 
their name or organisation — but felt free to pnnl a 
contact address for one of the organisers of the 
Heretics Fair, 

The writer pori/ays myself as "a one man 
Christian anafCtfsl” and claims thei my website 
'Albion Awake r promotes and ^promulgates a 
si range combination of conspiracy theory, 
evangelical blble boshing and British national ism." 
Firstly may 1 just clarify that the title of my web site 
comes from the poetry of mystical bard anarchist 
: William Slake and his epic poem concerning 
i spiritual freedom 'Milton' — as the writer appears to 
suggest in his Jotter that the name 'Albion Awake’ 
should be 'warning enough’ to all supposed anti- 
fascists! 

] Secondly concerning "conspiracy theory" — hasn't 
! the person heard of people like the left libertarian 
; Robert Anion Wilson (and his tituminatiis trilogy), 
Philip K Dick (and his VALtS trilogy) and the 
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dnarckiogi>D$ticlsm of anarchist Grant Morrison's 
tnvfaibtas comic strip? These all deal with 
conspiracy theory Ebemes through the medium of 
science fiction, but from on anti-authOrilarlEiri 
perspective. Not lo mention the e*peitent 
SieBmstfOvet Press magazine, an 
anarch ist/situaliofiist magazine and website 
devoted to Investigating so called 'conspiracy 
theories * etc? Are they all cryptoTascist? 

By portraying all researchers into conspiracy 
theory as crypto-fascist you merely Create 0 whole 
no go area for people on the left which only servos 
\o create a vacuum for genuine fascists to exploit! 
(and Nexus magazine is subtitled as being for 
“information anarchists everywhere") What is 
alarming to me Is the amount of so called 
libertarian anarchists who will Jump to make such 
knee Jerk reactions on the basis of such scant 
evidence. (Have such people who accuse Nqums 
magazine of being fasclsuc ever read a copy?) 




And what’s so wrong aba lie being an horn again 
Christian? Does that nave to make me a 
fundamentalist tsibJe hasher? (which I emphatically 
am not?) Actually \ have great respect and draw 
much spirituaE inspiration from many faith 
traditions {including Sufism, Ornidism ale.} What's 
so bad about believing that Jesus is Lord and 
Saviour of el! creation — does that make me a 
fascist? E am opposed lo alt forms of political 
fascism, ideological anti-Semitism and reactionary 
racism — all of which are totally contrary to the 
Spirit of Christ. (And why can't an evangelical 
Christian be an anarchist?} 



And as for promoting “British Nationalism I 
prefer hie term "folk autonomist " as nationalism 
I always has statist connotations which I reject, by 
l “loik autonomy". I would urge all readers of this 
= letter to check out the sufi siluetionist Hakim Bey r S 
[ excellent tract Millennium (Please refer to the 
= chapter entitled 'Notes on Nationalism), For a 
\ definition, although Hakim Bey doesn't use the 
: term as I have defined it. It merely refers not to 
l classical nationalist Jacobin centralism but to the 
[ revolutionary Folkism of movements like the 
E Zapatistas, Native American liberation, the Free 
: Tibet campaign, the Black Panthers, the early 
\ Jewish Kibbutz movement and more, (Hardly 
\ reactionary, hardly racist and hardly state- 
; nationalist!) 

The problem with people like the writer of the 
\ tetter "Fascism behind the mask of Anarchy" is ih.-i- 
l they operate along the lines of what I would 
' personally refer to as 'the Orwellian logic of 
I leftism'— ’throw enough mud ai someone! whose 
[ views you don't like and sure enough some of Jt 
will stick, end should they then respond with 
comments lo prove that ihcy are not fascist, racist 
or enti-semite, (he Orwellian leftist will reply “Yes 
l but mat's only 'Code words’" meaning you ere a 
l fascist«raclsl anti^5erriitel (in other words you're 
j damned if you ere and you're damned if you're not. 
| Just like in the historical witch-hunts — now who's 
I the real bible basher?} The coward who wrote this 
I libel has merely confirmed his own prejudice. 

\ Yours, 

wavnetialbiona wake.co. u k 

n 

■ 

■ 

I Home Sweet Home 

■ 

= To Do or D/e, 

\ Just why do anarchist publications, even yours, 

I publish Stewart Home's libels against anarchists— 
\ not only publish them, but publish thorn without 
= comment es If Ihey ware the ordinary stuff of 
I enarc hist -related dialogue? Once an author has 
: publicly contended that anarchists — ail 
: anarchists — are racists and fascists, it should go 
: without saying thoC he should be excluded from all 
j anarchist forums. Home has done exactly that in 
Anarch/sf imegretisfft, 

: I sincerely hope that your readership is not as 

: easily confused as the letter-writer who finds the 
so-called Feud between Home and Green An&rchist 
= loo complicated to understand. There is no feud — 
l no feud peculiar to the participants — between 
\ Home and GA . There is a vendetta by Home 
I against anarchists which, for tactical reasons, is 
for the time being focused on GA, Initially because 
: of the vulnerability of several of its activists as 
\ GANDALF defendants, and now because of some 
: rather contrived controversies among anarchists 
E (such AS the pi now- fight over Steve Booth's 
\ irrational! sts - article), The details are mostly not 
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Important and fall easily inlo place Price you 
appreciate Home s not especially sophisticated 
stratagem. 

You mrghl say that Stewart Home disdains to 
conceal his aims, although he does not disdain to 
conceal! his handlers. First he assayed the Greens 
as fascists (Green Apoeatypse), Green anarchists 
did not do much to rebut that, probably because 
they might make use of this external criticism 
against Green statists, especially "Formanists* 
who gave at least supertoal credence to the 
charge.. But then Home assailed Green anarchists 
as fascists P nationalists, -racists, etc, — because 
they were, after all, Groans! Leftist antM3reen 
anarchists— such as Murray Book-chin and Janet 
Oiehl— not only failed to defend their comrades 
against these libels, they publicised them so as to 
shore up their own crumbling standing among 
anarchists, Finally, completing a progression 
obvious in retrospect, in Anar&hfsr tnwgr&tism 
Homo characterises anarchists in general as 
genocidal fascists and racists. 

At every stop, shortsighted suicidal anarchists 
borrowed, then returned the weapons which would 
next be used on then*. This has to stop. Just 
because an opportunist like Home has a printing 
press and a mysterious source of Income at his 
disposal doss riot dignify his texts as either 
important or valuable. He is only as influential as 
his enemies allow him to be. You are one of Ihose 
enemies. 

Yours. 

SB 

Beasts 

Dear Dp or Die. 

Alt hough issue nine was very Interesting, i feel 4 
must comment on the review of fleasls of Burden, 
and, in particular, the reviewer's arguments 
agamst the "primltivisr angle of BoB, The 
statement met many tribal societies— in this case 
the author appears to confuse the words tribal' 
and 'primitive" (I.e> gatherer hunters)-— 
"'./managed" nature quite extensively* is 
misleading and not entirely accurate. The example 
given of the Native Americans is perhaps not as 
conclusive as the author may hove thought, os 
generalising across the peoples of an entire 
contmont is rarely accurate, especially in the 
complicated circumstances- of the Americas. 

The author then brings up the mass extinction 
of species in the Americas, Australosra, 
Madagascar and Hawaii. "Some attribute this to 
climate change, but it seems strangely coincidental! 
i hat Ihese extinction waves should flare up in 
different places at different times, shortly after 
humans appear on the scene." However 
coincidental it might seem, it is still on on-going 
debate among researchers in Ehe field, and there is 
not enough evidence to tip the scales either way. 




It seems to ina that the author of the review 
[ conflates several issues, and uses out-of-date 
[ thinking to refute some of the (quite valid) points 
\ that Beests of Burden makes. Is Marxist jargon 
\ like "primitive communism' really appropriate In a 
: journal Siko Do or Die? 

I Yours, 

L 

■ 

Speatca da l-lngo? 

; Dear friends, 

| As the new secretary for the Uberiarian Fred ion 
of SAT (Sennacicca Asocio Tutmonda— World ■Noah 
nationalist Association), I thought I'd establish 
contact with you to announce our presence and tell 
you a Pittie bit about ourselves. 

Firstly. SAT itself is a global organisation with 
members on ell five continents, it enables workers. 
1 progressives, anarchists end people brcat% on the 
left to be in direct contact with each other, and on 
[ their own terms fi.e. outside of state/boss class 
[ control). SAT uses the relatively simple artificial 
= international language Esperanto as a 
: communication medium between workers, 
r The Libertarian Fraction operates within and 
; outside of SAT, and unites people who define 
| themselves as anarchist, libertarian,, anarcho- 
I syndicalist, anarcho-communist. etc. We aim to 
[ point out the practical use of The international 
j Language as a tool to unite revolutionaries 
| worldwide, u respective of national languages 
! (which can often be a major barrier to international 
j intercommunication and collaboration), For us. 
Esperanto fs part of the growing 'culture of 



ao or Die/ivo. lc/ide 





resistance' 0^ the inter national front. We eEso 
publish a regular Journal Ubergcsna UgitQ in 
Fsperanftf. 

Some LF members are involved in IWA sections* 
others in IAF member organisations. while others 
still, do not belong to either International co- 
ordination,. we nevertheless believe that fighting, 
global capitalism worldwide , can only be helped by 
better communication between arwchl&ts and 
other revolutionaries worldwide. 

If your group or organisation has any Esperanto 
speakers, they may be Interested in our website: 

hllEU^.u ^ Ki i -e l . \kj 559 3^2/1 

Liberecana Frakcio. Otherwise, if anyone in your 

group would Nike to learn the international: 
Language, then please contact me and I will try 
and put you in contact with comrades who can help 
with this.. 

In solidarity, 

R 

SAT— Liberecana Frakcio 
C/0 Anarchist Federation 
84b Whitechapel High Street 
London El 7QX 
UK 



Revolutionary Greetings 

Comrades, 

As you know, since the 9/11 attack on the 
World Trade Centre end Pentagon There has been a 
new aggressive action taking place by pur 
respective governments. Here in Ajnerikkka they 
are tightening more screws and Bush and the 
Congress have come up with a new anlhTerrorist 




Bilk Though l have not eee n the written contents of 
\ this bill, from what I have gathered from the news, 

■ it is very broad in their definition of the term 
s "Terrorist' and “terrorism", I am afraid the 

i governmeni is going to use the 9/11 attacks as on 
\ over-broad excuse to classify and label all who 

■ protest, dissent, demonstrate, say anything that is 
l anti-go vernment will be met with this label and 

i subject to severe persecutions, -especially those Of 
; us who are anarch ists. 

Since the 9/n event I have already been 
| subjected to Interrogation, threats and general 
| harassment, Harassment that is beyond the 
ordinary harassment 1 had been receiving as 6 
Political Prisoner. i.e. mall is coming to me very 
late and often cut in half, constant cell 
shakedowns and trashing, strip searches (as if I 
have some kind of gun or bomb up my ass or 
under my bails I h I have even found a few death 
threat notes laying on the floor of my ceil. 

I think this Is a time (now) that the overall 

■ anarchist community end other politically active 
\ people recognise that wo are going to be widely 
: targeted and marked for many actions by the 

3 Fascist State and tholr openly displayed objective 
j for New World Order Fascism. I believe that now is 
\ the time that we truly begin to tighten up our ranks 
: and begin to conduct real workshops and discuss 
i some very serious and relevant issues and 
i strategies while we still have time to do so* 
j Because once the fascist states begin to Sower the 
j boom if we aren't totally prepared: we art! going to 
| find ourselves so caught off guard that we won't 
\ know what hit us, I also think that I here needs to 
! be some way of teaching ones the "art 1 of keeping 
| their mouths shut and not responding or what 1 call 
'dry snitch mg’. Dry Snitching is when one is telling 
I: vital information without realising they are doing 
: so, 

Wo need to also look at Something else as well, 
and that is, how the fascist states will come down 
= on Blacks and other peoples of colour. For it is a 
^ proven and historical fact that whatever happens or 
pains white people will fed will be felt much harder 
among Blacks and people of colour We need to be 
I addressing this and reaching seriously Into the 
! Black community and working with them on these 
j relevant matters. As a Black man, 1 know ihe 
\ importance of this and have felt the brunt of white 
\ reactionaries, both from the fascist state officials 
and alleged revolutionaries, 

By the way, i am the founder of Political 
] Pdsoners of War Coalition tPPVYC) and if you d like 
l to read or obtain our materials or the materials 1 
i have independently written, please check out our 
j website at www,geociii as Amtfn mrQ u k/ ini ro.hUni 
or email: odwg uk#var>QQ.co,uk for more 
information, Meantime, keep up the good work and 
1 hope to continue receiving your great works, 



3TO/DO or DLe/Jfe* 10 









In Iho trenches* 

All Khalld Abdullah 
s/n #14S130 
3225 John Conley Dr. 

Lapeer, Ml 4S44G 
USA, 

Conspiracy Corner 

Deaf Oo or Die. 

There are some 
Important inaccuracies in 
B's letter (see Do or Die 
Ho. 9, p. 221) glaring 10 
anyone who cares to check 
Oul his/her assert ions s S 
asserts coolly that I 
believe BiFdcrberg is 
“...part of a plot by the 
iiiuminaii". uh? From the 
beginning on the wobsrie I 
decided to separate fact 
and speculation clearly, I 
even give this Illuminati 
story es an example of a 
'conspiracy theory" 
therefore out of the scope of my analysis of the 
institution of Biiderberg- 

Bitderberg is not "secret" as B asserts— it is 
secretive, it uses various cloaking tactics such as 
not telling the press of its venue nor issuing an 
attendance list until the lest Mercedes has left, 
ensuring the press have nothing to report on. 

Links on my website lo right wing sites, such as 
SpotUght come with an appropriate health warning. 
It would, be misleading to pretend criticism of 
Bildorbufg by the right did not exist. Surely belter 
to acknowledge and criticise these sources than to 
deny them? The fact is SfiOtligfU Is the only paper 
in the world with sources that reveal venues before 
the event so is an essential ingredient in getting 
the press to cover Biiderborg, it might also 
encourage some healthy competition from the left. 

8 criticises me for being a 'Bible bashing 
Christian 1 . Is the Bible no longer considered 
spiritually acceptable? Are we Quakers now beyond 
the pale? And mo-re importantly would l get similar 
criticism for bemg a Buddhist, a Moslem or a non- 
Biblicat Christian? 

It hasn't escaped my attention that most of the 
Bibag (the Old Testament) which is my spiritual 
home is specifically Jewish and that Jesus was a 
Jew, How can 1 then be lumped together with and 
Semites? 

Anyway, there are several points that make 
Investigation of Bildcrberg a continuing priority for 
ihe loft: it is a club for the richest* most powerful 
gfooaiisers* transatlantic media barons, bankers 
and multinational bosses. The Economist 
described Bilderborg as H ne plus ulird", or the top 1 . 



More than half the 
(unelected) government 
ministers for Europe, the 
European Commissioners, 
are ex-Bilderbergers. It was 
set up In the fifties by 
Prince Bernhard of the 
Netherlands, an e*-SS Nazj 
Officer exposed in a 1970s 
scandal for taking a million 
dollar bribe from Lockheed. 
Not surprisingly the most 
cogent criticism of 
Bilderberg already comes 
from a left perspectn-o. 

Mika Peters, Marxist 
Sociology lecturer at Leeds 
Metropolitan University, few 
example* has wniten 
‘Biaderberg and the project 
for European unification',, 
published in the alternative 
left mogarlne lobster, andi 
way and ahead the best 
paper to date on the origin 
E and rpFe of Bilderberg. The only person asking 
\ questions about this elite efub on Ihe floor of I ha 
I European Parliament i-s Patricia McKenna, Irish 
E Green MEP. if B wanted anarchists and lefties to 
! treat Bilderberg as dangerous right wing territory to 
j be avoided no, or she* has missed the boat by 
\ several decades. 

| Sooner or later, people in Europe are going to 
| have to get over the anti-Semitic paranoia factor 
i and start grasping basic facto about the realities of 
: corporate lobbying. The facts should speak for 
j themselves on Biidertwg. Let's make sure the 
\ extreme right don't get a look in. 

Vptira* 

TG 

- PS: A large letter Q la displayed prominently on the 
windscreens of the chauffeur driven black 

M 

1 Mercedes that bring the fat cats to Biidorberg 

\ every year. 1 think B might Just nave been making 
fun of you. Now that Is a conspiracy theory. 

■ 

2 

j Street Ftghttng a Dead End? 

I Hello friends, 

Thank you for sending new Do or Die to Zi a 
\ nochaj zi'l h we pul it in our free library, which is 
j used by people in ecological and alternative 
] movement. Please let me write some critical 
j words. 

! l Hked Do or po vary much, 1 have issues 6 and 
j 7 and they were for me and my work publishing a 
! very useful source of articles about roots of 
ecological crises, alienation of men from nature 
and its consequences. I like your enthusiasm, 
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celebration of wilderness (in woird around us and 
also in Guise 1 0 and love for Mother Earth and its ! 
creatures. Your magazine was source of energy for ! 
me. because it was very nice to see people which 
take slogans about 'return to nature" sincere and j 
truly. But new issue of Do Or Die was ! 

disappointment for me, Note re and Mother Earth 
disappear from pages of your magazine and J 

remains only masked city heroes throwing stones j 
and bottles in senseless battles. I know how many 
energy and time my friends to preparing protests ; 
and activities conned ed with September 2000 
World flank and IMF meeting in Prague and i also j 
see that it bring nothing positive for Nature, Earth 
end people who want to live In harmony with it. j 
l do not understand this street fighting against 
capitalism. In country which I live, majority of 
population want capitalism, they want more Suxury H 
more consuming, using advances of technical j 

progress and only few people cere about natural j 
wpnid. about Third World end Earth, People who ] 
want live in another way, in voluntary simplicity, 
with nature, front local 1 resources; free from 

j 

hierarchy of civilisation and dictatorship Of 
technical progress are small minority. What are we j 
fighting against? System? System which majority of j 
people want? we want win war with police, then jj 
with army, then win star wars and then create } 

paradise on the Earth? I 

I think that more important is change minds and = 
hearts of people around us. If majority of people in \ 
this society will want live in harmony with nature, 
simply, free, from local sources of nature, there j 
will bo no capitalism, no WTO, no IMF, no WO, ] 



because these things are hot cause but 
consequence, tl is like in article In Da or Die No, 7 
which 1 translated to our magazine {' No-one Ever is 
to Blame \ pp. 14-17); 'No one really wants the 
world saved, not if It will significantly restrict their 
gluttony. All anyone really wants is someone else 
to blame," So we can blame capitalism, 
multinationals, WIO H W6. IMF etc. (list of enemies 
is Jong, you can choose,,.) and continue trawl 
around the world to next city battlefield, fly over the 
oceans to light for Mother Earth and enjoy lot of 
fun (riot is best adrenaline sport, better than 
bungee jumping]-. Who care that 80% of population 
in Czech Republic after Prague 2000 protests had 
biggest sympathy to police than the anti- 
giohaiisors? wo can blame mass media and travel 
to some next summit in another country? But 
whore in all this Is nature, Earth, people In Third 
World? Are we really helping them? I do not think 
so..,. 

Maybe changing our own Ilfs, making small 
steps in our communities, create alternatives to 
capitalism, rediscovering way how to live In 
harmony with nature, learning velum ary simplicity 
and spread this in our society, are not so exciting 
as noting but 1 think it is way how truly save the 
Earth and help to people In Third World countries, 

I am open to discussion and t wish you all the 
best. 

With love from, 

MR 

Slovakia 

PS: Excuse mo, but my English is not very good. So 
I hope you will understand... 

Death Row Request 

Dear Gentlemen H 

I am a prisoner on Death Row and would like 
very much (o have a pen pal who reads Do Cf Ote, 

I would appreciate it very much if you could print 
my letter In an effort to find a person interested in 
writing me, I am a 47 year old Spanish mate, 
former US Marino and Vietnam veteran, I'm 
bilingual. In English and Spanish. I enjoy travelling, 
snow skiing, most music and reading. 1 would like 
to find a sensitive lady to have a good friendship, I 
thank you for any assistance you can give me in 
I hie matter. 

Yours truly. 

Manuel Pardo Jr* &1119S3 
Union Correctional Institution 
P Oo-rm P32125 
PO Box 22 i 
Raiford 

Rohde 32DB3 
USA 

[Editors note; We get a few of these letters from 
Death Row or long term male prisoners In the US 
asking for women pen friends. As you can see, we 
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do Dublin them, bu! mg foci slightly confused 
about doing so. We"d be interested In nearing what 
other people think about it — especially women.] 

Destruction of a Campaign? 

3 

Dear Do or Die,. 

The Pressmennan campaign was launched by ■ 
genuine environmentalists, it started well* 2,000 ■ 

locals signed the petitions to conserve 
Pressmennsn Wood North (PtHNK the local 
community associations put their names to the ■ 
Friends of Pressmennan (FOP) conservation [ 

strategy; and the local paper gave favourable P ! 

Intelligent coverage every week. The local council I 
Jumped on the bandwagon and went as far as 
putting a precedential blanket Tree Preservation 
Order (fPOJ on the whole wood. 

On the day of the TPO, an agent provocateur 
arrived, A saboteur had previously Shuck Into FOP. 

The provocateur started making inflammatory 
statements to the press,, and set about alienating 
the local community., 

The Edinburgh Evening New$ was used as s 
vehicle by Ml 5 to set up the campaign organiser 
for a civil interdict, having her viewed by the courts [ 
as guilty by association with the inflammatory [ 

statements of the provocateur. The interdict I 

prevented her from showing journalists and experts = 
around the wood. It also restricted; her from site 

■ 

meetings with the Forestry Authority,. Scottish 
Natural Heritage, Land owners, management j 

consultants and council officials, 

a 

The Forestry Authority misrepresented the 
campaign group to their expert when l>e was \ 

Invited to appraise the conflict, by not producing = 

favourable press coverage nor articles written by j 
the campaign spokesperson. Neither did they = 

mention the petitions and the conservation 
strategy. 

A powerful anb-Nature meson who had infiltrated : 
FOP volunteered to represent |he council at a vital 
Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) mooring, At 
this meeting he backed down and toft the council 
open to financial loss if they pursued the 
campaign, He was Moused of impropriety in The 
Scotsman newspaper. 

A brilliant totter exposing the illegality of the 
tolling plan and corruption of the FA was sent \o f 
the Secretary of State, in synchrony, it was sent to 
the media. The media awaited his response which [ 
was totally evasive, stalling and requesting ! 

documents we had already sent to him. At the 
time, the campaign organiser was being tortured [ 
by MI5 who were using frequency weapons. I 

After being badly sabotaged. the campaign { 

organiser had to gel inganuitlve. She hoaxed the 
spiking of the wood to give the landowners ihe \ 
moral high ground to ease the blow of having to \ 
back down. She wanted them to see the wood as 



beautiful, not as a business asset. White serpents 
in the shape of S p s were painted with water-based 
paint throughout the wood, and diagrams of 
porcelain Spiking sunt to relevant organisations. 

The E^ning News* for Ml 5, set the campaign 
organiser up as having spiked the wood. 
Consequently, she was made the subject of a 
government terrorist tagging experiment. Finally, 
MIS blackmailed an appropriate doctor to Section 
the campaign orgafti&er. She was incarcerated at 
the time when 200 trees were felled, 

Tours. 

GH 

Request for Help 

Hello comrades. 

We've received already (wo copies of Do Or Dto 
9 fr one of which is donated to our very own 
Kafakasan anarchist mini library and the other is 
intended Tof borrowing/iending purpose. As EF1 
campaigners we’re with five other affinity groups 
here in the Metro, Two YCAL (Youth Collective for 
Animal Liberation) groups, SOS, FNG-Manlla, Dare 
to Care and Pusang Gala (Wildcat! collective. AH 
are keeping In touch as Local Anarchist Network — 
Philippines (LAN), 

We're quite experiencing extreme financial 
difficulties right now. All of us got no job, laid off 
because of financial crisis in our country, 2 of us 



The Day 1 Broke the Rules 

TNs w,?£ found written in a kid's school book 
that b fnend of ours found abandoned on n 
Brighton tram station platform. 

April 30th 2001: 

1 started talking to my teacher about the 
lecture he gave us about Mayday. 4 said "Sir: 
What do ye actually do on Mayday?" “Well il's & 
time of Anarcky and riots." “Really. Is it Illegal?" 
"Well of course/ ’Damn, Oh well thanks sir/ 

‘It was my pleasure/ 

- Hoy Benny*, I shouted across the road, 
-Sup, whet ace you doing tonight?’ “Nothing* 
I'm gonna go and practice my skating/ 

’WHAT — ain't U gonna prepare for Mayday?" 
"NOi it’s Illegal, You'K go to prison/ *N0 you 
won't, there's gonna be 4 hundred of us. they 
won't be able to handle it.' ’OK, But what arc 
you going to do?" "Don't left anyone, OK. Wall, 
we are going to break inlo the bank and steal 
all the money/ 'Well, i don't know, it sounds 
dangerous, but../ "But what?" “But. P , n help/ 
"Wohoo, pack your bag and meet me at my 
house/ ‘Sure thing, " [] ride Oh my blko with my 
bag packed.} (Ding dong. Ding dong.} "Hey“ 
*Come on burry up and go, I wanna get n over 
with".,. 
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gqt kicked out from working in 4 IMGO groups 
because they exposed themselves as anarchists. 
The NGO managements, mostly NO (National 
Democrat) Len i ni si Ma r xisbMaoist. 

I, with a few. have travelled the north, 
liH.cn hiked and on foot but still fucking expensive 
though — to personally and DiY see spots which 
were slowly devastated by Irresponsible tourists 
and dynamo fishing, particularly in the 'Hundred 
islands' in Al aminos, Pangasinan Province. 

One place that caught our attention is the 
devastation of rice terraces in Banawe in the 
Cordrilera region. We think Thai after 5-10 years 
half of it will he go no.. I was surprised whan seme 
old folks there speak more of American English 
rather than Tagalog (Filipino language}. Of course 
the American missions have a ethno-ecocidal 
Impact among the Ifugao and (gorol tribes there. 
Foreign tourist mostly Germans, Aussies (which l J d 
mistaken as British), Koreans and Japanese got no 
respect and leave a lot of their trash In those 
spots^l always talk to people end entrepreneurs 
there. 

We travel mosliy south once a year or once 
every two years as part of our environmental 
aclivity to do something like cleaning the islands by 
ourselves and teaching peopre to recycle and plant 
and offer more vegetables in their (small) 
restaurants. Most eateries In the Cordillera region 
particularly In Baguio, offers dbg meat! 

Any old magazines, journals or newspapers thal 
you think we might need or as long as it's 
autonomous, earlh/ammai liherationi-sl, you could 
send l em as well, because most of our reading 
materials in Kalakasan Library were washed away 
by the big flood last year, OK. thank you vary much, 
especially for understanding our very poor 
situation. 

Yours. 

BM 

Earth FirsH Campaign East M* Mia. 

PO Box 176 

Tagulg Central PO 

Tagulg, Metro Muni la 

Philippines 1632 

Matrix Madness 

Dear Do or Dfe, 

There is something extremely wrong with every 
Single person in this world. They seem to be part 
of a pointless simulation. 

The has portrayed this idea somewhai, 
yet we watch It and go back to our daily lives. Yet 
in this very life, underneath the seeming diversity 
in people's opinions, values, talents, and Interests, 
there as something that makes everyone the same. 
It is as though this planet is populated only by 
mindless fakes, objects that provide the 
appearance of InieiEsct on the surface but are 



based on only mechanical reflexes and prlmilive 
thought patterns. 

I don't really cere if anything I aay has been said 
before, if it was portrayed in movies, In books, or 
: In the lyrics Of Some useless song a With 6 billion 
j people covering the globe at any given time, 
l thousands and thousands of years of written 
\ literature, probability dictates almost any 
combination of words has occurred numerous 

f 

[ times. 

l 

\ Yet there Is clear evidence there was no action, 

\ so those words, just like the people who spoke 
therm must have been just more fakes- I am 
j forced to use this language (also created by the 
fakes) because there ts no allern alive,, so 
| everything I write here could be misunderstood to 
\ make me sound like one of them, bui it will be the 
action that i take and the dedication that will 

■ 

= separata me from them- 

In my estimation the fakes that occupy this 
planet don't moke Up 99%, but more like 
99.99999% of tho popuiaEion. I know this because 
I've searched, and In my search have so far only 
i found one true ally (I have found him via tho 
Internet as well). But even with those numbers we 
[ woutd nos give up because I here Is no logic in 
I giving up. 

j The people on this planet are all fakes because 
i the societies have made them this way. Ideas that 
populate people's minds have no logic or purpose, 
j Concepts such as religion, god, morality, 
j individualism,, freedom, identity, happiness, love 
\ and billions of others are all just memos. Like 
j parasites they infect the minds and spread from 
\ one person to the next. They Have no point or 
\ purpose; they exist wilhout any logical basis or 
j foundation. The fakes are completely controlled by 
■ them, and they will never see beyond them. To not 
bo controlled by them one must do more then just 
realise thai they extsi, One must resist any ideas 
that have no point p endlessly question, and never 
accept Imperfection or compromise in any answer, 
We (myself and my ally) are different though - 
White we have hfid the limitation ol existing only in 
these societies, something has mode it possible 
j tor us to resist being indoctrinated into becoming 
one of those fakes. w» have no arbitrary wants, 

• needs, desires, or preferervees- 
\ If this world continues to exist the way it Is then 
\ nothing in rt will ever have a point. El will always he 
: just a product of random evolution, one with no 
\ importance or relevance. The only logical goal is to 
j dedicate our lives to increasing our numbers, those 
[ that aren't fakes, so that in thousands of years our 
numbers may be such that tho fakes would no 
longer be a threat to progress. 

I Those that join us must see every other person 
occupying this planet as the enemy, and us as 
Eheir onty allies. Like us they must have dedication 
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only to taking the most cogicat action, and to 
nothing else, 

To toll you more about us„ we r ve posted some i 
personal information efrout ourselves on a website. 
You'll* s Iso And past responses to us on that [ 

webpage. E 

Obviously anyone reading thi s am al l is most = 
likely just another fake. Do not simply reply to this \ 
ematti if you do your message will stmoet certainty [ 
be ignored. U you do Wish to communicate, first [ 
demonstrate your interest by taking the effort to \ 
find us online, one of the ways to do that is E 

described below. : 

Use a major search engine to search for every : 
combination or any two words from the list below. { 
The order of the words shouldn't matter as Song as \ 
you do not search for thorn In quotes. Also when \ 
you pick the fight combination you shouldn't need 
to look at more then the first matches. I 

There is no trick to this and this Isn't moan! to 
be quick r it should , however, be fairly dear Hf/Wben : 
you find the right site. The Following search engines = 
wore vended by us, please use &fiy of thorn as \ 

other search engines may simply not list us i 

correctly; MSN, Lycos. infoSeek, LookSmarl, \ 

HotBot. InfoSpace. Google, Ask.com, AIITheWeb. \ 

Tepmo, WebCrawler, AltaVista, AOL Search* 

Netscape Search. 

Perfect, theory, endless, desire, eternal, logic, \ 
driving, perpetual, vision, logical infinite, dream, \ 

final, best, escape, objective, thought, only, \ 

ambition, clue, perfection. If this can"t he solved. : 
or if you never reach us s there should be no reason \ 
fcf you to give up, as we will never give up and ; 

thus there will always be some way to find us H i 

love, j 

Ryan and Jacob 

■ 

Burns da Business 

Dear Do or Dio t 

Yes, 'Do or Dto 1 Is & usually unacknowledged 
quote from Robert Burns. He coined the phrase by 
adapting H from a French revolutionary oath of the ! 
time. But It was still a surprise to sec the verse it 
comes hom on the front cover of the last Issue. 

■t 

First lime Do or Dto has quoted a freemason with 
approval t think! It's from Scots Who Hae, 1 looked I 
at one way, this is a rather dodgy nationalist rant. i 
and not really typical of Burns at all. Oh, aihght 
then, let's call It national liberation.? \ 

The other Interpretation is that it was published j 
anonymously just after he'd undertaken to stop ; 
publishing subversive verse in order to keep his job j 
as a revenue man or lax collector. His own : 

postscript said it was Inspired by Robert Bruce's i 
"glorious struggle For freedom, associated with the j 
glowing ideas of some other struggles not quite so \ 
ancient", This nad i of course, nothing to do with j 
the brutal ciampdown then being organised again si 




the friends of the People and its paper the 
Edinburgh Gozeteer, for which Bums had never 
[honest!) written insurrectionary contributions. In 
particular, u had nothing to do with the impending 
trial of his friend Thomas Muir, for publishing 
seditious literature, namely Tom Paine's Rights of 
Man* Muir was sentenced to 14 years' 
transportation, but died on a prison hulk before 
ihis could be implemented, alter an aiyprilve 
American attempt to de-arrest him. Though hard for 
us to grasp now, Scots Wha Hso was apparently an 
historical allegory in solidarity with Thomas Muir. 

Ifs generally reckoned Burns was lucky not to 
share the fate of Mutr and; another radical writer, 
Thomas Palmer. Like the English Ranter, Ablezer 
Coppe, 150 years previously, he sEways recanted 
or denied his views when under pressure. On el 
least one occasion he resorted to his freemasonry 
to wriggle out of trouble. 3 Another bit of bother 
arose when he was alleged to have Incited a 
theatre audience to sing the French revolutionary 
anthem pa fra at the end of a performance instead 
of the usual dirge about God saving the King, but 
claimed he p neither knew of the plot nor joined in 
the plot" and got away with it. He later wrote; 

"Who will not sing God Save the King 
Shall hang as high's the steeple; 

But while we sing God save the King, 

We’ll ne'er forget the people." 

Burns' short life (he died at 37) is interesting 
for us, now that we re terrorists , as an example 
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of one person's survival through viciously 
repressive limes. Did he sen oul? Or was H that 

"Burns dean with his situation with whet we would 

call working class horse sense. He chose survival 
for himself and his dependants rather than 
martyrdom, a fair enough option In a period of 
defeat* and* one that rings with everyday familiarity 
to working class militants. 

Vm disinclined to see him 35 a sell-out. because 
he carried on supplying, insurrectionary poetry to 
short-lived radical newspapers,, either anonymously 
or using pseudonyms, until he died. 5 

What Rab the Rhymer deserves* though* is to 
be jescued from! the de-poiiticised. shortbread tin 
bourgeois musrvfar-tounsls into which he’s been 
outrageously dumped. Recuperet) on, 1 think they 
call It So for inspiration and laughs, here's a short 
activists" guide to the writer of: 

"Ye see yon birfcie fi ca'd a lorcJ P 
Wha shuts, and stares* an a" that: 

Tho' hundreds worship at his word* 

He's but a coot 7 for a r that, 
for a" that, and e* that. 

His ribband, star, and a' that. 

The man o' independent mind* 

He looks and laughs at a" that." 

Or woman, presumably* Rab? B You won't have 
much trouble with the Tree of Liberty as il's in 
standard English P it followed Scots Who Hae as a 
great anonymous rant, this time in explicit support 
of the French revolution, rather than veiled 
historical analogy. Not his best writing Jhe was 
never at his best in standard: English, 1 reckon > but 
inspiring, daring in the prevailing climate, and 
obviously aimed at circulation beyond Scotland, 
Marses on fde Desf/uefton of tho wtaods Near 
Drumtanng is rather obscure. You'll usually find it 
only in an edition of his complete works. But it was 
well appreciated at Newbury. I don't know anything 
that better expresses the desolation and anger of 
seeing an ancient woodland and ail Its life trashed 
for the profit of the powerful, in that case J, iho 
reptile wears a ducal crown", it was the Duke of 
Queonsbury raising cash to pay off an 'illegitimate' 
daughter. Only she turned out to bo another toff's 
daughter, and managed to wangle loads of cash off 
both of them. 

Ever thought there was anything recent about 
the media being full of lies and distortion, 
obsessed with the writhing^ and pasturing of 
governments father people's hopes and struggle s r 
not to mention purveying yards of trivial shite about 
alleged "stars'? Have a look at 7b A Genlfeman 
Who Had Sent Him a Newspaper, and you'll 
probably agree there's not much new P Rab said ft 
better and more wittily In 1789 than I can now.. 

Then there's the better known The Twa Dog&^-A 
late. The gypsy's dog and the laird’s dog meet up 
far a fun day around town, sniffing arses, knocking 



over bins and causing mayhem* in between, they 
have lime to compa.ro their lives end discuss the 
j class nature of human society™ They find 
[ themselves in doggy agreement, and you'll 
j probably concur with these perceptive animals too. 

; Of Bums" long bailed poems, Tam Q'SfrantOt IS 
\ the one which gets ali the attention. It was his Own 
\ favourite — maybe because he hoped to make 
1 money out of It, but never did — and it's a drunken 
: tall tale well told* But have a rook at The Hoty Fair. 

- Much more political. The shallowness and 
l repressive hypoensy of 'official' contemporary 
[ culture gets a right hilarious kicking, whilst 
■people's ways of avoiding and undermining it are 
wen observed and enjoyed* 

Hope I've turned you on to a revolutionary 
j rhymer who's worth reading in our times. Thanks 
to the shortbread tin recuperators I complained 
about above, he's always in print and every library. 
A bi( of an emol ion ally unstable sentimentalist, for 
sure, and not noted for moderme consumption of 
the electric soupa but who h s per foci? Don't i>n put 
off by the language. II you don't have an auld 
Scots granny to explain, (hero's always 0 glossary* 
Yours, 

Arbuthnot Maladaptive 

■ 

7 

1 

Notes 
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4) If 1M noundn well In our world, id dorsriL seem Co Juror 

in W In tfwci &um* n'1 (he on! y rKftQJtf 

ireen-uwi by Arty mums- ScotUlh Ir4€rr.i>^y hi & tufnpMtft 
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Re-pressed is a non-profit . green anarchist orientated book distribution and publish- 
ing project. We offer a selection of books, zines and pamphlets focusing on a 
critique of the totality that is civilisation . This is a small selection of our stock. For 
a catalogue please send an stamped addressed envelope. 
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1 k> or Die is a journal crammed with report a and 
analysis from the worldwide ecological frontlines. In 
these times of concrete alienation here are voices 
that shine hope from people and movements taking 
action to defend nature, create revolution and 
re-wild humanitv... 
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